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In the pages to follow you will find, as a 
tradition for our organisation, well-execut-
ed events, policies, meetings, activities and 
people, which characterised the working 
year 2017-2018 of  the European Democrat 
Students.

The past year has been characterised by  
continuity on previous mandates, towards 
our mission of  defending European students 
who share our values, hopes and vision.

Moreover, this year was characterised by 
the preparation for the European elections 
of  2019, constantly meeting and listening 
to our member organisations, hand in hand 
with the European People’s Party. In addi-
tion to the Council Meetings in Cluj Na-
poca, Skopje, Krakow, Riga, and Genoa, 
numerous initiatives were organised by EDS 
in Brussels, the Baltic region, Ecuador and 
Zagreb.

We sustained a strong commitment in the 
organisations in which EDS is represent-
ed. Through the election of  the Honorary 
Chairman of  EDS as Vice President of  the 
Advisory Council on Youth of  the Coun-

cil of  Europe, the commitment in the EPP 
political assembly where we are promoters 
of  our mother party’s policy on education, 
full engagement in the European Youth Fo-
rum, a strong presence in the Council of  the 
NGOs of  the Council of  Europe and other 
organisations in which EDS is present.

Our BullsEye magazine has confirmed 
high-level professionalism and originality, 
with the commitment of  a new editorial 
team that has proved to live up to the level 
of  the previous Editorial Team.

Allow us to take this opportunity to thank 
the hundreds of  participants who attended 
our meetings, delegates, board members, 
co-chairs and all of  those, who by the spirit 
of  will and dedication, have served this or-
ganisation of  ours.

We hope that you will enjoy reading through 
this Annual Report, where you will get more 
details about our activities, policies and events. 
Don’t forget that we are always willing to listen 
to your thoughts and feedback regarding how 
we are serving you, as the largest political stu-
dent organisation in Europe since 1961.

Dear friends, 

Virgilio Falco
Chairman of European Democrat Students

Tomasz Kaniecki
Secretary General of European Democrat Students
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As the Secretary General of  the EPP it is my 
pleasure to address you after such a successful 
year and our continued close cooperation.

With European elections coming up, it is more 
important than ever that our family is strong 
and united and works together to further our 
ideas and policies within Europe in order to 
improve the life of  European citizens. You have 
done a tremendous job at this with your pres-
ence and support in Baltic Countries, Belgium, 
Croatia, Poland, Romania or Spain and in your 
contribution to the EPP policy shaping in a 
number of  important matters such as fake news 
and media education. This is only an example 
of  things we have witnessed this year, and I 
want to congratulate you all on such a successful 
2017/2018 working year. 

EDS have put themselves in a leading position 
when it comes to discussing media education 
and start-ups ecosystem. You continue to give 
students all over Europe valuable skills in poli-
cy creation and debating, and I strongly believe 
you are an important contributor to a better 
future for Europe.

EDS has also tackled a variety of  issues 
throughout the various events, you were pres-
ent in Cluj fighting for and discussing the rights 
of  minorities, you were in Riga and Krakow 
learning about modern communication strate-
gies and how to be better young leaders of  your 
local communities and continued your work at 
the Centre Right Academy in Zagreb. You also 
branched out of  Europe this year, and we close-
ly and with much interest followed your trip to 
Ecuador where you came up with initiatives on 
how the EU and the Latin America countries 
can increase their cooperation in mobility for 
higher education students.

I would like to congratulate EDS´s President 
Virgilio Falco and Secretary General Tomasz 
Kaniecki. They have continued on a trusted 
legacy and continued to make us proud. 

Again, congratulations all of  you on all your 
achievements for this year. It has been a great year 
to follow you and your work, and we look forward 
to seeing what you will bring for us next year! 
Keep on with the enthusiasm and the hard work!

Antonio López-Istúriz
Secretary General of the European People’s Party

Congratulations on 
an excellent year!Another year has passed and I am happy, once 

again, to go over it with you in your Annual Re-
port, which will, this year too, report important 
achievements like the further growth of  your 
network and the increase in the Erasmus budget 
proposed by the European Commission, some-
thing for which EDS has always advocated.

Last year, I stressed the importance of  working to-
gether in order to overcome the challenges we are 
facing and address the concerns of  our citizens.

And we did it. We kept striving and delivering, in or-
der to protect our people from the threats of  terror-
ism, illegal migration, economic crisis, the negative 
effects of  globalisation, and climate change.

But our work is not over yet. The biggest mis-
take would be to lure ourselves into thinking that 
all the problems are solved. Europeans are still 
worried about their future, they are still worried 
about their jobs, their pensions, their security, 
their identity, their way of  life. And we are not 
going to reassure them just by showing them dry 
figures. We have to make them feel the improve-
ments in their everyday life. Turning a blind eye 
to a problem, denying it, will not make it go away.

Certainly, we managed to get through the worst eco-
nomic crisis the EU ever experienced, to return to 
growth, create 9 million jobs in 4 years, and reach 
the lowest unemployment rate since the beginning of  
the crisis. But it is not enough. We have to make sure 
each and every citizen can benefit from this, and the 
key words here are education, digital skills, start-ups, 
innovation, competitiveness, completion of  the single 
market, but also we must continue to protect the most 
vulnerable among us. If  we fail to deliver on all this, 
more and more Europeans will be tempted to believe 
in the easy solutions proposed by the populists, which 
mainly rely on spending money we do not have, and 

we will not be able to avert a new crisis. 

As for migration, the increasing popularity of  pop-
ulist and anti-European parties proves that even the 
significant decrease in the number of  illegal arrivals – 
which we managed to achieve thanks to the creation 
of  the European border and coast guards and the 
amazing work of  Frontex – is not enough to reassure 
Europeans, to make them feel the challenges of  mi-
gration and integration as a lesser threat. Once again, 
if  we do not provide concrete and efficient solutions, 
people will turn toward the short-sighted, unfair and 
unilateral solutions the populists offer them.

My friends, it is above all our responsibility, as the 
main political force in Europe, to protect European 
people from these and other challenges, and for this 
we need every member of  our family to step in. This 
is why I am glad that EDS continues to be closely in-
volved in and contribute to the life of  our party, by ac-
tively participating in our working groups, joining our 
fact-finding missions, proposing resolutions – most 
recently the resolution on fake news, an increasingly 
worrying threat to our democracies – and stimulating 
the political debate with fresh ideas.

This will be even more important in view of  the 
upcoming European elections. In November, at 
the Helsinki Congress, we will choose our Spitzen-
kandidat; we are begun working on the campaign 
preparation with Vice President Dara Murphy; and 
we have started the reflection process that will lead 
to the drafting of  our manifesto. I am convinced that 
we will once again earn the trust of  European voters, 
remain the strongest party in Europe, and continue 
to work to deliver even more to our citizens. But for 
this, we need the entire political family to participate 
and I count on you, dear friends of  EDS, to give 
your best and show all your engagement, enthusi-
asm and commitment in the campaign!

Dear friends of EDS,

Joseph Daul
President of the European People’s Party
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Virgilio Falco
Chairman

Tomasz Kaniecki
Secretary General

Virgilio Falco (28), the EDS Chairman, is a Law grad-
uate from the LUMSA University of  Rome.  He is also 
President of  an EDS member organisation, StudiCentro.

He obtained a MicroMaster in Political Science, organised by 
the University of  Oxford and Blavatnik School of  Govern-
ment and a MicroMaster in Humanitarian Law, organized by 
Harvard University. He served as Deputy Secretary-Gener-
al and, for two terms, as Vice-Chairman of  EDS. Falco also 
worked at the Chamber of  Deputies and an online university.

He served as President of  the Education Commit-
tee of  the National Youth Council of  Italy, and he 
writes for several Italian newspapers (Il Foglio, Il Gior-
nale, Formiche) on educational and political matters.

He has been audited several times by Parliament and the Min-
istry of  Education on the reforms of  school and university.

Since the 2011 congress in Marseille, he has been on the staff of  
the organization of  the congresses of  the European People’s Party.

He also carries out volunteering activities at the 
Basilica of  St. John in Lateran, in the Vatican City.

Tomasz Kaniecki (24) is a Polish Law graduate based in Warsaw. 
His main academic interests are cybersecurity and the “future 
of  law.” During his scholarship programme at the Jagiellonian 
University in Krakow, he took part in a pilot course in Artificial 
Intelligence and Law.

Tomasz’s introduction to politics came through his service as a 
field organiser for the 2011 campaign of  former Polish Minister of  
Foreign Affairs, Radosław Sikorski. Since then, Tomasz has been 
an active member of  the Youth branch of  Civic Platform (EPP) 
where, besides his involvement at an international and local level, 
he devotes his attention to charitable activities. He has served at a 
number of  European institutions and has worked on both politi-
cal and business research projects in Poland. In 2015 he received 
honours from the British and Swedish Embassies in Poland for 
the best student paper on TTIP; in 2017 the Polish IT and Tele-
communication Chamber awarded him for the best presentation 
on cybersecurity regulation in the banking sector. Apart from his 
professional work, he writes for various think tanks.

In the past, Tomasz served as Co-Chairman of  the Policies for 
Europe Permanent Working Group, member of  the BullsEye ed-
itorial team and Vice-Chairman.
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Sara Juriks
Vice-Chairwoman

Tommi Pykköö
Vice-Chairman

Sara Juriks (23) is from Oslo, Norway. She has a Bachelor’s De-
gree in Music and is now finishing her Master’s Degree in De-
mocracy and Comparative Politics at UCL in London, where 
she has lived for the last four years. 

She has been active in youth politics since 2011 and was elected 
to the national board of  HS in 2016; where she is still active as 
International Secretary and board member. 

Sara has been active and attending to EDS events since 2014. 
During the working year 2015/2016 she served as a Co-Chair 
of  the Permanent Working Group of  Human Rights, and last 
working year, 2016/2017 she was in the Bureau. This year in the 
Bureau her main responsibilities are conference resolutions and 
fundraising.  

Tommi Pyykkö (29) lives in Helsinki, Finland, where he studied 
French, European Studies and Political Science at the University 
of  Helsinki. He has been an active member of  TK Finland since 
2013 and served as International Secretary in 2016 - 2018. 

His first EDS event was in September 2015 in Brussels, and since 
the Winter University in Berlin (2016) he has attended every 
Council Meeting. During the last working year (2016 – 2017) he 
was part of  the Social Media Team. Now as a Vice-Chairman, 
his main responsibilities within the bureau are the publications, 
consisting of  this Annual Report and the official magazine of  
EDS, BullsEye.

In the future, he aims to combine his studies and political experi-
ence into an EU-related career.  This objective has become more 
interesting and attractive year by year following his experiences 
with TK Finland, EDS and his internship with the EPP Group 
at the European Parliament. 
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Beppe Galea
Vice-Chairman

Pantelis A. Poetis
Vice-Chairman

Beppe Galea (22) lives in Gozo, Malta and is a European Studies 
graduate from the University of  Malta. During the past years, 
he was active in various youth organisations, both in Malta and 
Gozo. He has been active in Studenti Demokristjani Maltin since 
2012 and served as International Officer of  the organisation for 
two years between 2015-2017.

His first EDS event was the Winter University of  2016 where 
he represented SDM at the Council Meeting in Berlin. In 2017, 
he was elected as Vice-Chairman of  the European Democrat 
Students where his main responsibilities were social media and 
communications.

Between 2015 and 2018 he worked as an MEP assistant to two 
Maltese MEPs both in Brussels and Malta. In 2017, he was also 
involved in the organisation of  Malta’s Presidency of  the Coun-
cil of  the European Union as a Liaison Officer. He has now fo-
cused his career on journalism and is currently the Deputy News 
Manager of  the church media organisation Newsbook.com.mt.

Pantelis A. Poetis (24) from Cyprus, has studied two de-
grees in Law and International Relations (Political Econ-
omy) at Middlesex University London. He is an active 
member of  FPK Protoporia, which is the official student 
organisation of  the DI.SY party of  Cyprus. He current-
ly serves as the International Secretary of  FPK Protoporia. 
 
His first EDS event was in July 2015 in Malta, and 
since then, he has attended most EDS events. Now, as 
a Vice-Chairman he holds the portfolios of  Fundraising, 
Statutory Amendments and Member-Organisations.  
 
Pantelis has served in several leadership positions in national and 
international youth politics, such as that of  President of  the Na-
tional Student Federation of  Cypriots in the UK. He is also the 
Founder and Coordinator of  the thinktank O.LA – Team Lar-
naca,which is a local NGO in the city of  Larnaca. He currently 
works at Dr Andreas Poetis & Co LLC law firm based in the city 
of  Larnaca, Cyprus. 
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Carlo Giacomo 
Angrisano Girauta

Vice-Chairman

Robert Kiss
Vice-Chairman

Carlo Giacomo (21) is a Law and Global Governance student at 
ESADE. He is currently the International Secretary of  NNGG 
in Spain, where he has been active since 2012 when he was ap-
pointed as chairman of  the Pupils in Catalonia. In 2016 he was 
the youngest candidate in the Barcelona constituency in the leg-
islative elections. In that campaign, he also assumed a position in 
the campaign team of  the Interior Minister. 

Since the Summer University of  Larnaca 2016, Carlo Giaco-
mo has been active in EDS. During the Malta Council Meeting 
2017, he represented NNGG and obtained an almost unani-
mous vote on NNGG’s full membership. That same year he was 
elected as Vice-Chairman during the Varna Summer University. 

Robert Kiss (29) was born in Sfantu Gheorghe, Romania. He 
holds a Bachelor’s degree in Business & Management from Cor-
vinus University, Budapest. Robert also holds a Master’s degree 
on Economy & Tourism and Political Campaign Analysis from 
Transilvania University Brasov. Currently he is doing his PhD in 
Economics.

He is one of  the founding members of  RMKDM. Robert has 
been active in youth politics since 2011, and since then he 
has held several positions nationally. In 2014, he was elected 
vice-chairman of  RMKDM, and re-elected for a second term in 
2016. Robert has been active in EDS since the Council Meeting 
in Rome in 2014. He was elected as co-chairman for the Human 
Rights working group in 2016. Robert was elected Vice-Chair-
man of  EDS in 2017.
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Mihaela Radu
Vice-Chairwoman

Gergely Losonci
Vice-Chairman

Mihaela Radu (26) lives in Chisinau, Moldova. She obtained her 
Master’s Degree in Public Relations and Advertising from the 
Academy of  Economics Studies in Moldova, being an honorary 
graduate of  the promotion. 

Currently, she is the Executive Director of  Dreamups, a start-
up accelerator born in Moldova that has the goal of  developing 
the local start-up community. In the last two years, she served 
as co-director of  Startup Grind Chisinau, a series of  start-up 
events organised every month in 365 cities all around the world. 
Her interests lie in scaling start-up ideas and business models, 
the digitalisation of  entrepreneurship and the future of  artificial 
intelligence. 

She is the member of  the PLDM National Council. Her involve-
ment in politics has emerged from her interests in providing bet-
ter educational opportunities to the next generation and provid-
ing equal opportunities for women. In EDS Mihaela served as a 
Co-Chair of  the Working Group Euroscepticism and Populism 
and as a member of  the BullsEye editorial team. She was elect-
ed as Vice-Chairwoman of  EDS in 2017. Currently, within the 
EDS Executive Bureau, Mihaela is responsible for fundraising 
and reporting of  the EDS grants, communication activities and 
social media, newsletters and the EDS Survey for European 
Elections in 2019.

Gergely Losonci (25) is a Hungarian MBA student at Corvinus 
University, Budapest. He holds Bachelor’s degrees in Business 
& Management and Finance, and he is also a Chartered Ac-
countant. Gergely worked at the European Parliament for the 
Hungarian EPP delegation, and currently works as a business 
consultant in Budapest. He has been involved in youth politics 
since 2015 and is now serving as Vice-Chairman of  EDS and 
Deputy International Secretary of  Fidelitas. Within EDS he is 
responsible for the EU 2019 Survey Project and Relations with 
the EPP for the 2019 EU elections campaign.
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Libertas Ezako
Deputy 

Secretary General

Georgios 
Chatzigeorgiou
Honorary Chairman

Libertas Ezako (27) lives in Namur, Belgium. She holds a Bache-
lor’s degree in Political Science and is pursuing a Master’s degree 
in International Relations with a specialisation in Diplomacy 
and Conflict Resolution at the Université Catholique de Lou-
vain-la- Neuve (UCL). 

Since 2015, she has been an active member of  Jeunes cdH 
where she was the Secretary-General of  the Youth Assembly, as 
well as in her hometown, Namur, where she was in charge of  the 
organisational part of  local events. She is currently a member of  
the student’s branch, edH, as International Secretary. 

Before being appointed as Deputy Secretary-General, she has 
been elected as Vice Chairwoman of  EDS at the last Summer 
University, in Varna. 

Currently, Libertas is mainly in charge of  the EDS office in Brus-
sels. Jointly with the Secretary-General, she takes care of  the or-
ganisational, financial and administrative part of  the organisation. 

Rich of  her double cultural backgrounds, she is committed to en-
hancing fair and fruitful partnerships between Europe and Africa.

Georgios Chatzigeorgiou (28) was born in Larnaca, Cyprus. 
He holds a Bachelor degree in Law and is a Barrister-at-law of  
the Honorable society of  Lincoln’s Inn in the United Kingdom. 
Georgios also holds a Masters degree in Corporate Law from 
University College London (UCL). He is a member of  the Brit-
ish and Cypriot Bar Council.

Georgios is the Honorary Chairman of  EDS and he has been 
the Chairman of  the organisation from August 2015 until Au-
gust 2017. Georgios is the Vice-President of  the Council of  Eu-
rope Advisory Council on Youth, co-leading the body responsi-
ble for formulating proposals on matters concerning the youth, 
as well as the priorities, expected results and budget allocations 
for the youth across the CoE Member States. On the national 
level, Georgios is the deputy International Secretary of  DISY, 
the governing Party in Cyprus, and member of  NEDISY Exec-
utive Bureau. 

Georgios has been active in EDS since the Winter University in 
Lviv, Ukraine in 2013 and served two terms as EDS Vice Chair 
before he became the Chairman in 2015. As Chairman he 
was principally responsible for the day-to-day running of  EDS 
and some of  his specific responsibilities included external rep-
resentation and fundraising with the Erasmus Plus programme, 
the Council of  Europe and other partners. Georgios assumed 
an important role in the organisation of  EDS events, he assist-
ed the Vice-Chairs in the development of  input and output 
strategies and he has been a speaker in several events on topics 
such as youth unemployment, entrepreneurship, EU affairs and 
inclusive societies. Under his leadership EDS witnessed signif-
icant growth in member organisations, successful events were 
organised almost on a monthly basis and the organisation en-
joyed significant financial prosperity. As Honorary Chairman he 
promotes EDS to the outside world, provides support to the EDS 
Bureau in fulfilling their tasks and assists with fundraising.
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BUREAU REPORT

After a challenging and rewarding year, 
the 2017-2018 EDS Executive Bureau 
is proud to report its successful perfor-
mance and persevered commitment.

The new Executive Bureau started its 
work just after the Annual Meeting in 
Varna, Bulgaria, where the first meet-
ing took place. The new leadership had 
to assign the areas of  responsibility of  
all Vice Chairmen and allocated them 
different portfolios. The Bureau ex-
changed opinions on policies and ideas 
to be achieved during the working year 
and set an ambitious plan regarding 
the location and organisation of  EDS 
events for the whole working year. Fur-
thermore, new Co-Chairs of  the EDS 
Permanent Working Groups were ap-
pointed along with the Editorial Team 
of  our debating magazine, BullsEye. 
With regards to the upcoming Europe-
an Elections 2019, the Bureau decided 
to establish an ad-hoc Working Group 
on European Elections '19 to expand 
the youth voice and help EDS to be 
better prepared for the campaign. In 
September, the second Bureau Meeting 
was held at the EPP headquarters in 
Brussels to ensure a smooth transition, 
both on political and technical parts. 
Alongside the second Bureau Meeting, 
the EDS Skills Training took place, 

during which the Co-Chairs and the 
new BullsEye Editorial Team designed 
new strategies. In November, Libertas 
Ezako joined the office as Deputy Sec-
retary-General.

In addition to its daily administrative 
and organisational tasks, the Secretar-
iat has been very active in supporting, 
assisting and strengthening the Bureau 
members in their duties. As the reason 
of  work performed by Secretary Gen-
eral Tomasz Kaniecki and Vice Chair-
woman Michaela Radu, EDS has been 
awarded numerous grants throughout 
the year. We were particularly proud to 
become a beneficiary of  the Erasmus+ 
grant for the years 2018-2020. Lastly, 
with positive recommendations from 
Deputy Auditors, EDS has been audit-
ed for the financial statements and doc-
uments from the previous working year, 
2016/2017.

During the working year 2017/2018, 
Chairman Virgilio Falco has engaged 
in fostering and enhancing the role of  
EDS in his external representations. By 
representing our voice with the mem-
ber associations and organisations in 
which EDS participates including the 
EPP, the Council of  Europe, the Euro-
pean Youth Forum, the Wilfried Mar-
tens Centre for European Studies, the 

International Young Democrat Union 
and YEPP. Regarding our EDS legacy, 
Chairman Falco had to dedicate his en-
gagement not only by maintaining suc-
cessful partnerships with these alliances 
mentioned above but also by strength-
ening the participation of  EDS in the 
political process by promoting our ide-
as, policies and expertise as youthsí rep-
resentative. 

Chairman Falco and Secretary General 
Kaniecki have also been actively com-
mitted to the relationship between EDS 
and our mother party, the European 
Peopleís Party. Chairman Falco attend-
ed nearly every EPP Political Assembly 
and EPP Working Groups of  the work-
ing year, for the most part, accompa-
nied by Secretary General Kaniecki, 
or other Bureau Members. Consider-
ing our in-depth consideration towards 
personal and professional growth, 
Chairman Falco and the Secretariat 
planned a specific budget to allow each 
Bureau member the opportunity to rep-
resent EDS in external events.

Leadership, Coordination
and Representation
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In a changing globalised world, uncertainty 
and fears might take the lead. However, as 
a young generation, we are the bearers of  
tomorrow's hope. Since the very beginning 
EDS has tried to assure that young voice is 
heard and has the power to bring change. 
This year we had the ambition to increase 
youth participation in the upcoming Euro-
pean Elections. In cooperation with EPP 
we organised training campaign sessions. 
We did our best to give necessary practice 
in managing, communication and soft skills. 
Alongside the training, the Bureau carried 
out a survey to see how the youth feels about 
the EU. It was an ambitious project which 
aimed to get EDS more involved in the EPP 
campaign by giving an insight on what are 

the priorities of  the young generation. 

When it comes to policy making, EDS has 
the power to discuss, analyse and develop 
policies which address issues affecting stu-
dents, young people and society in gener-
al. When looking into education and other 
student-related topics, EDS has made a de-
cisive contribution to the work of  the EPP. 
We are the generation who will have to fight 
against fake news. In this regard, our main 
priorities focused on education, information 
and freedom of  thought, to give people the 
ability to realise the truth. We need to create 
a space of  open debate which allows people 
to develop their critical thinking and under-
stand by themselves whether a piece of  in-

formation is trustworthy. The Bureau is ex-
ceptionally proud to announce that the EDS 
Resolution on ìFacing Fake Newsî has been 
adopted during the EPP High-Level Expert 
Group on Fake News held in November 
and presented at the EPP Political Assem-
bly. This resolution is currently the official 
EPP position on Fake News. Furthermore, 
the Bureau had the opportunity to intro-
duce another resolution on Start-up Visa at 
the EPP Political Assembly held in January, 
that should empower young entrepreneurs 
to develop successful businesses and at the 
same time contribute to the growth and de-
velopment of  the European entrepreneurial 
ecosystem. 

Project, Policies output, prioritites

With regards to reaching out to new 
members and guest organisations, 
the working year was marked with 
further growth. First, at the Council 
Meeting held in February during the 
Winter University in Krakow, CDS 
Belgium became Full Members while 
CAU Croatia were admitted as Ob-
servers. Besides, many guest organi-

sations made their first contact with 
the EDS. 

Having potentially new members has 
always been one of  the main priori-
ties of  the Executive Bureau. Chair-
man Falco and Secretary General 
Kaniecki have worked actively to 
approach former EDS full members 

and bring them back to our EDS 
family. Several other youth political 
organisations have approached EDS, 
and we are proud to continue to in-
spire and attract people through our 
commitment.   Furthermore, a select 
working group on Statutory Amend-
ments has been formed. 

Membership Outreach

During the 2017/2018 working year, 
EDS has organised ten major events.  

We have held five Council Meetings in 
Cluj Napoca, Skopje, Krakow, Riga and 
Genova respectively. All of  these meet-
ings have gathered a significant number 
of  participants, which depicts a good 
sign of  interest to our events. Our events 
aimed to develop practical skills and 
participantsí teambuilding spirit. We 
were also proud to host high-level poli-
cymakers and involve top academia and 
business personalities.  In addition, EDS 
organised two Study Missions - the EDS 
Baltic Study Trip aimed to get an insight 
of  this key and strategic region for the 
European security as well as to enhance 
cooperation with youth from Lithuania, 
Latvia and Estonia. Another mission 

was organised in Ecuador. The primary 
purpose of  this mission was to reinforce 
the principles of  liberty and democracy 
in Latin America and to improve the co-
operation between our two continents. 
EDS had the opportunity of  meeting 
students from various branches, local 
authorities and people from the public 
who were interested in exploring the Eu-
ropean experience. Last but not least, we 
have organised our Centre-Right Acade-
my in Zagreb for the third time in a row. 
Our intention with the Academy was to 
discuss the values and policies of  our po-
litical family. We also wanted to ensure 
that everybody can gain a reasonable 
level of  knowledge of  the fundamental 
values of  the centre-right party, how our 
political movement has developed over 

time, and what the centre-right position 
is with regard to the relevant topics we 
have encountered in recent years.

We are very thankful to all institution-
al and private partners throughout the 
year!

Events
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MONTHS  EVENT   ORGANISER DATE  WHERE  WHO

August  YEPP Fact-finding mission YEPP  01.08.2017  Ventimiglia  Virgilio Falco

  Fidelitas Summer Camp Fidelitas Hungary 03.08.2017  Mátrafüred-Sástó Róbert Kiss

  Protest agaist illegal   Catalan Civil Society 08.08.2017  Barcelona  Virgilio Falco, Carlo Angrisano 
  referendum in Catalonia 

  TechSoup Summer Course  TechSoup  21.08.2017  Warsaw  Tomasz Kaniecki

  ODM Slovakia Summer Cump ODM Slovakia 25.08.2017  Bratislava  Tomasz Kaniecki

  EPP WG on CAP  EPP  30.08.2017  Brussels  Virgilio Falco, Carlo Angrisano

September  Forza Italia Summer School Forza Italia  02.09.2017  Giovinazzo  Virgilio Falco

  EPP Political Assembly  EPP  04.09.2017  Copenhagen Tomasz Kaniecki, Virgilio Falco

  Meeting with Jyrki Katainen EDS  06.09.2017  Brussels  Tommi Pyykkö, Libertas Ezako

  Conference The Europe we want EPP Group  15.09.2017  Fiuggi  Virgilio Falco

  EPP Fact-Finding mission EPP  17.09.2017  Chisinau  Virgilio Falco

  YEPP Council Meeting  YEPP  21.09.2017  Zurich  Virgilio Falco

  Western Balkan Countries Robert Schuman 25.09.2017  Brussels  Libertas Ezako 
  Study Visit in Brussels  Institute

October  EPP Working Group 2  EPP  02.10.2017  Brussels  Tommi Pyykkö, Libertas Ezako

  CASLA Human Rights Seminar CASLA  06.10.2017  Prague  Carlo Angrisano

  EPP Brussels Network Lunch EPP  09.10.2017  Brussels  Tomasz Kaniecki 
  with EPP Secretary General

  Council of Europe  COE  12.10.2018  Strasbourg  Virgilio Falco 
  Parlamentary Assembly

  NKSU Annual Meeting  NKSU  13.10.2017  Copenhagen Tommi Pyykkö, Sara Juriks

  KS Annual Meeting  KS Denmark 14.10.2017  Copenhagen Tommi Pyykkö, Sara Juriks

  Global Diaspora Week 2017 African Diaspora 14.10.2017  Brussels  Libertas Ezako 
  & ADEAward 2017  Network In Europe

  Meeting with youth  EDS  14.10.2017  Brussels  Virgilio Falco 
  organizations from BeNeLux

  EPP Campaign Managers  EPP  16.10.2017  Zagreb  Tomasz Kaniecki, Virgilio Falco

  Meeting with HDZ  HDZ  17.10.2017  Zagreb  Virgilio Falco

  Congress of Local  COE  18.10.2017  Strasbourg  Virgilio Falco 
  and Regional Authorities

  Political Seminar  Via Nova ICS 20.10.2017  Dunaszerdahely Róbert Kiss

  IYDU Congress  IYDU  20.10.2017  Brussels  Virgilio Falco

  EYP Poland Annual Meeting EYP Poland  28.10.2017  Warsaw  Tomasz Kaniecki

  Meetings with Fidelitas and IKSZ EDS  31.10.2017  Budapest  Virgilio Falco

EXTERNAL REPRESENTATION
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November  Meeting with the  GMF  08.11.2017  Brussels  Virgilio Falco 
  Governor of California

  Western Balkan Countries Robert Schuman 09.11.2018  Brussels  Libertas Ezako, Virgilio Falco 
  Study Visit in Brussels  Institute

  Summit of Head of  European Council 16.11.2017  Gothenburg Virgilio Falco 
  States and Government

  8th EPP Study Visit  EPP Group in the CoR 22.11.2017  Brussels  Virgilio Falco

  COMEM   European  23.11.2017  Cascais  Virgilio Falco 
     Youth Forum

  40 Years EUCDW  EUCDW  25.11.2017  Koeln  Tomasz Kaniecki

  YEPP Council Meeting  YEPP  30.11.2017  Belgrade  Virgilio Falco

December  EPP Political Assembly  EPP  01.12.2017  Brussels  Pantelis Poetis, Virgilio Falco

  Political Academy in Bulgaria MGDB  03.12.2017  Varna  Tomasz Kaniecki

  EPP Political Assembly  EPP  04.12.2017  Brussels  Virgilio Falco, Pantelis Poetis

  Europe and Western Balkans KAS  06.12.2017  Budapest  Tomasz Kaniecki

  V4+ International  Fidelitas Hungary 07.12.2017  Visegrád  Róbert Kiss 
  Youth Conference 
  

  Conference Addressing Olof Palme Centre 07.12.2017  Stockholm  Virgilio Falco, Giorgos Chatzigeorgiou 
  the conflicts in MENA region

  EDS + HAZ Bilateral meeting,  Hanns Seidel 11.12.2017  Zagreb  Sara Juriks 
  Meeting with Hanns  Foundation, HAZ 
  Seidel Foundation 

  Elections in Catalonia  PP  21.12.2017  Barcelona  Virgilio Falco, Carlo Angrisano

January  Young Leaders Academy RSI  18.01.2018  Budapest  Gergely Losonci

  Meeting with  SDM  19.01.2018  La Valletta  Virgilio Falco, Beppe Galea 
  Commissioner Navracsics

  Conference of INGOs  COE  22.01.2018  Strasbourg  Virgilio Falco, Giorgos Chatzigeorgiou

  EPP Political Assembly  EPP  29.01.2018  Brussels  Sara Juriks, Tomasz Kaniecki, Virgilio Falco

  EPP Working Group 1  EPP  30.01.2018  Brussels  Sara Juriks

February  EDS-UniMet bilateral meeting UniMet France 11.02.2018  Paris  Tomasz Kaniecki, Virgilio Falco

  EDS-FPK Protoporia  FPK Protoporia 13.02.2018  Larnaca  Tomasz Kaniecki

  IDC-CDI Executive Committee IDC-CDI  15.02.2018  Budapest  Róbert Kiss, Gergely Losonci

  Conference of Presidents YEPP  17.02.2018  Milan  Virgilio Falco

  Seminar on a  EIN-EPP Group 28.02.2018  Brussels  Gergely Losonci, Virgilio Falco 
  Fair Asylum Mechanism

March  EPP WG 3   EPP  05.03.2018  Brussels  Virgilio Falco

  National Pre-Conference DAP-NDFK Greece 08.03.2018  Athens  Pantelis Poetis, Virgilio Falco

  EPP Launches Grassroots EPP Group in the CoR 09.03.2018  Sofia  Virgilio Falco

  Meeting with KAS Baltic KAS  09.03.2018  Riga  Sara Juriks 
  and Nordic States

  Meeting with DAP-ONNED EDS  11.03.2018  Athens  Virgilio Falco, Pantelis Poetis

  IRI Leadership Group  IRI  15.03.2018  Bucharest  Virgilio Falco, Carlo Angrisano

  National Conference  DAP-NDFK Greece 16.03.2018  Athens  Róbert Kiss, Gergely Losonci

  High Level Roundtable  EPP  22.03.2018  Brussels  Virgilio Falco 
  on European Elections

  IYDU Council Meeting  IYDU  23.03.2018  Palermo  Virgilio Falco

  JKL 25th Anniversary  JKL Lithuania 24.03.2018  Vilnius  Tomasz Kaniecki

  EDS + HAZ Bilateral meeting,  Hanns Seidel 27.03.2018  Zagreb  Sara Juriks 
  Meeting with Hanns Seidel Foundation, HAZ 
  Foundation 

April  PP National Convention Partido Popular 06.04.2018  Seville  Virgilio Falco, Carlo Angrisano

  EPP Political Assembly  EPP  09.04.2018  Brussels  Tomasz Kaniecki, Virgilio Falco

  DEMYC Congress  DEMYC  12.04.2018  Podgorica  Virgilio Falco, Róbert Kiss, Carlo Angrisano

  Meeting with EC  StudiCentro 18.04.2018  Brussels  Virgilio Falco 
  General Director Colantoni

  COMEM   European  26.04.2018  Brussels  Virgilio Falco 
     Youth Forum

  Seminars Net@Work 2018 WMCES  26.04.2018  Brussels  Virgilio Falco

  Training for the  EPP  30.04.2018  Brussels  Gergely Losonci, Libertas Ezako 
  European Elections 2019

  Meeting with OSCE   EDS  30.04.2018  Vienna  Virgilio Falco

May  England’s Local Elections YCGE UK  03.05.2018  London  Tomasz Kaniecki

  YEPP Council Meeting  YEPP  04.05-06.05.2018 Roeselare  Mihaela Radu

  Fact-finding mission  EPP  06.05.2018  Rabat  Virgilio Falco

  EDS-HAZ Bilateral Meeting HAZ Croatia 11.05.2018  Zagreb  Tomasz Kaniecki

  PPYO mission  IUSY  12.05.2018  Manila  Virgilio Falco, Giorgos Chatzigeorgiou

  EPP Political Assembly  EPP  15.05.2018  Brussels  Tomasz Kaniecki, Virgilio Falco

  Meeting with LF  LF  18.05.2018  Beirut  Virgilio Falco

  RSI General Meeting  RSI  23.05.2018  Brussels  Virgilio Falco

  Launch Event  IRI-KAS  23.05.2018  Brussels  Virgilio Falco 
  Young European Debating

  Western Balkan Countries Robert Schuman 25.05.2018  Brussels  Libertas Ezako 
  Study Visit in Brussels  Institute

  EDS–Young Republicans Meeting Young Republicans 30.05.2018  Miami  Pantelis Poetis, Virgilio Falco
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  V4 Youth Conference  Hungarian Presidency 30.05.2018  Budapest  Gergely Losonci 
     of the Visegrad Cooperation

June  Annual Meeting  FMSF Sweden 01.06-03.06.2018 Gimo  Tommi Pyykkö

  EPP Political Assembly  EPP  04.06.2018  Warsaw  Sara Juriks

  EPP Group in the Comittee EPP Group in the CoR 05.06.2018  Warsaw  Sara Juriks 
  of the Regions debate

  Meeting with HDZ  EDS  11.06.2018  Zagreb  Virgilio Falco

  Meeting with LDK  LDK  13.06.2018  Pristina  Virgilio Falco

  YEPP Summer University YEPP  14.06.2018  Cascais  Carlo Angrisano

  Meeting with   PD  14.06.2018  Tirana  Virgilio Falco 
  Luzlim Basha and PD

  HS 55th Congress  HS Norway  16.06.2018  Gardermoen Tomasz Kaniecki, Virgilio Falco

  EPP WG 1   EPP  19.06.2018  Brussels  Virgilio Falco

  Meeting with President Tajani EDS  20.06.2018  Brussels  Virgilio Falco

  Economic Ideas Forum  WMCES  21.06.2018  Paris  Virgilio Falco

  Conference of INGOs  COE  29.06.2018  Strasbourg  Virgilio Falco

July  Meeting with Protoporia Protoporia  06.07.2018  Larnaca  Virgilio Falco

  IO Summer Cump  Civic Institute 07.07.2018  Gdansk  Tomasz Kaniecki

  9th Annual Humanity in Action  Humanity in Action 07.07.2018  Strasbourg  Libertas Ezako 
  International Conference 

  Meeting with Young Likud Young Likud 8.07.2018  Tel Aviv  Pantelis Poetis, Virgilio Falco

  Garrick Club meeting  Garrick Club 15.07.2018  Cadenabbia Virgilio Falco
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is currently studying law at 
the Università Cattolica del 
Sacro Cuore in Milan and 
served in the national board 
of  StudiCentro since 2014. 
He has been elected in the 
Regional Student Council, 
being its President in 2015. In 
2017 he was elected Students’ 
Representative in the Law 
Faculty Council.

is currently studying Histo-
ry, Geography and German 
for teaching at the Paris-Lo-
dron University of  Salzburg. 
She has been the Interna-
tional-Secretary of  Aktions-
gemeinschaft since 2017 
and is also a member of  the 
Senior Parliament at her local 
university.

graduated with an MLitt in 
Latin from the University 
of  St Andrews and an MEd 
from the University of  Bonn 
and is currently teaching at 
a high school in Cologne. 
She has been active in her 
organisation since 2015 and 
has held a number of  posi-
tions, such as Chairwoman 
of  the Parliamentary Group, 
Board Member of  the local 
RCDS group and member 
of  the Federal Committee on 
European Affairs.

Giuseppe Palmero
StudiCentro, Italy

Juliana Naglmayr
Aktionsgemeinschaft, Austria

Caroline Przybilla
RCDS, Germany

Over the past working year, the Co-
Chairs of  the Permanent Working 
Group on Higher Education and Re-
search tried to identify the most urgent 
topics concerning the educational sys-
tem of  Europe. The Working Group was 
chaired by Giuseppe Palmero (Studi-
Centro, Italy), Juliana Naglmayr (Ak-
tionsgemeinschaft, Austria) and Caro-
line Przybilla (RCDS, Germany). The 
Co-Chairs emphasised a wide variety of  
important questions over the past year 
and were highly successful in their work. 
In fact, the Council adopted all motions 
proposed by the Working Group. To 
tackle one of  the main issues, the Work-
ing Group drafted a motion on Europe-
an Universities and Energy Transition. 
Facing climate change and a general 
orientation towards sustainability, the 
research that is undertaken at European 
Universities is indispensable to Europe’s 
aim of  becoming more sustainable. An-
other important motion was aimed at 

Young Leaders at European Universi-
ties. Especially in times that require a 
strong European Union, the role of  the 
young generation is more important 
than ever. Young leaders have to work 
together to succeed and build the fu-
ture that is worth living for. The motion 
aimed to bring young leaders from all 
over Europe together to discuss the ur-
gent issues that Europe is dealing with.

Furthermore, the adoption of  the mo-
tion on 21st Century Education Skills 
was also crucial. During the last few 
years, there has been a growing aware-
ness of  the importance of  professional 
skills that was acknowledged by Uni-
versities. Not only are those skills vital 
for academic studies, but they are also 
essential for employability after gradu-
ation. To meet the demands of  an in-
creasingly global job market, the motion 
highlights the need for Universities to 
expand their course range and intro-

duce professional skills courses to their 
curricula.

Another important issue the Working 
Group addressed in one of  its motions, 
is the democratic student participation 
at European Higher Education Institu-
tions. Recognising the importance of  
student participation and the students’ 
voice to help improve their education, 
the motion calls for proper student 
self-governance and student representa-
tion.

The Working Group focused on the role 
of  Higher Education and Research for 
the European Union and has had fruit-
ful debates and discussions, bringing 
young Europeans together to tackle the 
urgent questions that we are facing now-
adays. Throughout the working year, the 
Working Group successfully enhanced 
the importance of  Higher Education 
and Research in EDS.
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TS Gustaf Reinfeldt
FMSF, Sweden 

Anna Ohanyan
YRPA, Armenia

Elie Obeid
LFYA, Lebanon 

is the Vice-Chairman and 
International Secretary of  
FMSF Sweden. He is also 
a Co-Chair of  the Human 
Rights Permanent Working 
Group. He is a PPE and His-
tory student at Lund Univer-
sity in Sweden and a speech-
writer for the leader of  the 
Moderate Party in Malmö 
City. In his spare time, he en-
joys reading books, cooking 
and exploring new parts of  
the world through travelling.

is the Press Officer and a 
board member of  the Youth 
branch of  the Republican 
Party of  Armenia. She has ob-
tained a BA in International 
Journalism and a Master’s De-
gree in Political Science. Anna 
is also the Press Secretary to 
the Minister of  Economic De-
velopment and Investments of  
Armenia.  She has been an ac-
tive delegate of  YRPA in EDS 
since 2015, later becoming 
a Co-Chair for the Human 
Rights Working Group, twice. 

holds a BA in Business Man-
agement and currently works 
as a Content Associate at 
Thomson Reuters in Beirut. 
Elie is also the Fundrais-
er/Project Manager of  the 
Women Politics 2 programme 
at MentorSHE. He is also a 
certified trainer and a con-
sultant in the fields of  politics 
and NGOs.  He was recently 
appointed as the President of  
the Public and International 
Relations Bureau of  the Leba-
nese Forces Youth Association.

During the course of  the past working year, 
the Co-chairs of  the Human Rights Per-
manent Working Group tried to address 
pressing human rights issues in Europe 
and the world. The Working Group was 
chaired by Anna Ohanyan (YRPA, Ar-
menia), Gustaf  Reinfeldt (FMSF, Sweden) 
and Elie Obeid (LFYA, Lebanon). Over 
the year the Co-Chairs oversaw discussions 
within the Working Group on motions cov-
ering a variety of  topics, including com-
bating discrimination, the persecution of  
minorities, children’s rights, human rights 
abuses, rights of  indigenous people and 

humanitarian crises across Europe, Af-
rica, America, Asia and the Middle East. 
At the time of  writing, over the course of  
the working year, the Council had adopted 
motions proposed by the Co-Chairs and 
member organisations within the Human 
Rights Working Group. These include the 
motion on Roma Minority Rights in Eu-
rope which was discussed during the Coun-
cil Meeting held in Cluj-Napoca, Roma-
nia in September 2017. Another essential 
motion was the one concerning Human 
Rights Violations of  the Rohingya. There 
was also the motion condemning Human 

Rights Violations in Venezuela which was 
the result of  a combination of  the Co-
chairs’ Background Paper on Venezuela 
and a motion presented by MK Czech Re-
public. Without Forgetting the motion on 
the Rights of  Indigenous People in Cana-
da presented by the Working Group at the 
Riga Council Meeting last April. However, 
the highlight of  the Working Group’s work 
was the adoption of  the motion on involv-
ing Children in Armed Conflict in Eastern 
Ukraine. The Council adopted this during 
the second Council Meeting of  the working 
year held in Skopje, in December 2017.
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Boyana Taneva
MGERB, Bulgaria

Hubert Tadych
SMD, Poland

Zeger Saerens
CDS, Belgium 

holds a Master’s degree in 
European and International 
Business Law from the Uni-
versity of  Vienna, Austria. 
She also holds a Bachelor’s 
Degree in European Law 
from Aberystwyth University, 
United Kingdom. She is cur-
rently working in the private 
sector and with many NGOs 
in Bulgaria. She has been an 
active member since 2010, 
working in numerous politi-
cal campaigns on a national 
level. 

pursued his Master of  Law 
degree, at Adam Mickiew-
icz University in Poznan, 
Poland. He currently works 
as an assistant to the Mem-
ber of  the Parliament. He 
has been actively involved 
in youth politics since 2012, 
first at local enterprises, 
then joining SMD in 2014. 
Since 2016, he has served 
two times in a row as a 
Co-Chairperson of  an EDS 
Working Group.  

is graduating Master of  Laws spe-
cialising in European and Cor-
porate Law. He holds academic 
degrees from the Katholieke 
Universiteit Leuven (KUL) and 
Université Saint-Louis (Brussels). 
Zeger gained his work experi-
ences and professional skills from 
internships at three international 
law firms, two Belgian Federal 
Ministerial Offices and several 
governmental institutions. In July 
2017, the executive board of  
EDS appointed him as Co-Chair 
of  the PWG Policies for Europe.

The Permanent Working Group for 'Policies 
for Europe' was co-chaired by Boyana Taneva 
(MGERB Bulgaria), Hubert Tadych (SMD 
Poland) and Zeger Saerens (CDS Belgium). 
In the working year 2017-2018 the Group 
identified several topics which led to many 
interesting debates both in the sessions as well 
as in the plenaries of  the EDS Council. The 
topics discussed, covered a wide variety of  
EU policies ranging from social issues to tax 
matters, transportation and the environment. 

The 'Policies for Europe' working group, 
highlighted the dire need for a legal frame-

work that would require employers to pay 
their interns a remuneration, with the inten-
tion of  providing an internship-market for 
all students. The resolution proved that both 
the employer (in terms of  work quality and 
future employees) and the student (in terms 
of  eco-socio reasons and motivation), would 
benefit in the long-term. The resolution on 
Start-Up Visa was a perfect example of  the 
possible correlation between migration and 
an emerging economy of  the EU. Another 
subject that kept the Council extraordinarily 
busy for several Council Meetings was Health 
Care support for rare diseases. Furthermore, 

the fairness within the European Single Mar-
ket was another matter that has been tackled. 
The EDS resolution expressed our support 
for the European Commission to create a 
Common Corporate Tax Base. Lastly, the 
environmental policies referred to issues such 
as food waste and water pollution. 

The provocative debates throughout the 
whole working year have helped identify 
students’ expectations on social and eco-
nomic issues. It successfully enhanced 
the importance of  general EU and Eu-
ropean policies in EDS.
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EU
19 ELECTIO

N
S Desislava Kemalova

MDBG, Bulgaria 
Franscesco Sismondini
StudiCentro, Italy

is from Sofia, Bulgaria. She 
holds a Master’s degree in 
Law from Sofia University 
and currently is doing a PhD. 
She has been politically active 
since she was 20 and worked 
as an advisor and parliamen-
tary secretary to the Minister 
of  Education and Science. 
During the last working year 
she has been a Co-Chairman 
of  the EU’19 Working Group 
and also contributed to the 
BullsEye magazine.

has a Bachelor’s degree 
in Political Science and 
International Relations, 
from the Catholic Uni-
versity of  Milan. He is 
now studying Europroject 
management. He is pas-
sionate about lobbying, 
spin doctoring and Euro-
pean policies. 

During the last working year, the WG on 
the EU19 ELECTIONS had the opportu-
nity to make the EDS community focused 
on concrete proposals and ideas which are 
facing the most important electoral com-
petition for our organisation. The Euro-
pean elections will define the future of  our 
political community. Together with the 
EDS council, Co-chairs Sismondini and 
Kemalova wrote the EDS manifesto. The 
manifesto is an assembly of  adopted text 

with an important goal:  to define how to 
help our mother party through our differ-
ent national political contexts. 

The WG is now working on the EDS sur-
vey, which is a great opportunity to make 
European participation closer to stu-
dents and young people all over Europe.  
Through significant questions regarding 
the everyday life of  common European 
youth, we want to discover what the peo-

ple think about EU institutions’ work. The 
latest electoral campaigns are giving the 
European political world a great and vio-
lent strike. The WG’s objective is to work 
on that strike and try to discover the best 
way of  bringing the EU closer and more 
useful for citizens. The co-chairs attend-
ed and will attend EPP campaign meet-
ings, with a focused and specialised eye on 
the deep changes that European students 
hope to see after the EU19 elections.
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For today's youth and the younger genera-
tion of  Europeans, Europe has been in cri-
sis for a long period of  time. This has im-
pacted their lives and they have been given 
the task of  both growing up in and finding 
the solutions to the crisis of  a system they 
were never part of  creating. Both the sys-
tem and the systems future failures were 
given to them by previous generations. Yet, 
they also have a sense of  belonging to Eu-
rope that generations before them did not 
have. This generation of  young Europeans 
has grown up as EU citizens and as Euro-
peans in a way previous generations often 
did not. The European project is long from 
lost, but it needs a lot of  attention and work 
to get to where it needs to be. 

One of  the most important players in the 
future of  Europe is the youth; they admire 
the project and believe in the EU. They 
see the EU as the project that secured the 
peace between the Member States; they 
value the democratic aspects as well as the 
joint policy creation and implementation 
across Member States . Yet there are also 
many young people today who feel like the 
system no longer represents them. They 
are looking for politicians that they feel 
speak for them and see them, and it is vital 
for the future of  Europe that all parties and 
sides in the EU take the youth on board, 
include them and make them feel seen, so 
that we don’t push them away from the EU 
and into the arms of  the Eurosceptic. 

A vital step for the future of  Europe is that 
it needs to keep promoting the idea of  ac-
tive citizens amongst the youth. These are 
the people who will lead the Europe of  to-
morrow, and they should also be a vital part 
in shaping Europe today. In the 2015 EU 
Youth report from the European Commis-
sion , they register a growing detachment 
from political life, which also goes hand in 

hand with a decline in electoral turnout 
amongst the youth from 2011 to 2015, the 
period covered by this report. And despite 
improvements when it comes to the field of  
education and the general level of  compe-
tencies and skills, the youth in Europe are 
facing several challenges that increase the 
risk of  both economic and social exclu-
sion, and as the report says: “Marginaliza-
tion in the labor market, deterioration in 
living conditions, and challenges to social 
integration and political participation are 
serious threats to young people with fewer 
opportunities in Europe today”. 

The European Union is aware of  many 
of  the issues the youth today face in Eu-
rope and are constantly working towards 
finding solutions to these issues. One of  
the initiatives that has been launched to 
do just this is the Youth Guarantee. The 
Youth Guarantee is a commitment by all 
EU Member States to ensure that all young 
people under the age of  25 receive a good 
quality offer of  employment, continued 
education, apprenticeship and traineeship, 
all of  this within four months of  becoming 
unemployed or leaving formal education.  
As the European Commission present on 
their sites, the Youth Guarantee has helped 
millions across Europe since 2014, both 
by entering the scheme and receiving em-
ployment opportunities. They can also re-
port that only three years after the Youth 
Guarantee was taken on, there are almost 
1.5 million fewer young unemployed in 
the EU, and the youth unemployment has 
dropped from 2013 when it hit its peak 
at 24.4% to 18.9% in 2016. These are all 
great statistics and milestones that deserve 
recognition and celebration. But there is 
still a long way to go, and schemes like the 
Youth Guarantee still have a lot more work 
to do. In April 2017 the European Court 
of  Auditors released a report on the Youth 

Guarantee  where they express that the 
Youth Guarantee has fallen short of  initial 
expectations. The auditors visited several 
EU countries where the Youth Guaran-
tee had been implemented and showed 
progress and where results had been seen, 
yet none of  these countries had achieved 
the full goals set by the Guarantee. The 
issue with the Youth Guarantee is that is 
raises expectations that cannot be fulfilled, 
which was also acknowledged by the Eu-
ropean Commission in its White Paper on 
the Future of  Europe  . The White Paper 
also comments on the unemployment in 
general, stating “The challenge is particu-
larly acute for the younger generation. For 
the first time since the Second World War, 
there is a real risk that the generation of  
today’s young adults ends up less well-off 
than their parents. Europe cannot afford 
to lose the most educated age group it has 
ever had and let generational inequality 
condemn its future.” 

It is clear that a lot has been done, and that 
Europe and the EU is moving in the right 
direction, but there is still a lot to be done 
to reach the end goal. 

Although the EUC is making a lot of  effort 
for employing the youth, such as through 
the youth guarantee, the real impact for 
youth employment will be made in the 
free market which will employ them. To 
encourage this, the labour market needs to 
undergo structural reform.

Europe has always been a success story, and 
the EU one of  the most important parts of  
this success in recent decades. This should 
not change with this generation. By closing 
the generation gap that is forming and sup-
porting and strengthening the European 
leaders of  tomorrow, Europe will again be 
headed on the road to success.

We, the European Democrat Students 
(EDS), the official student organisation 
of the European People’s Party (EPP):

• Acknowledge the youth of  today as the 
most important part of  the future of  
Europe and the EU, and the value it is 
to invest in them

• Realize that although youth unem-
ployment is going down and schemes 
like the Youth Guarantee are working, 
they are not doing enough, and more 
work needs to be focused on this

• Acknowledge the importance of  in-
cluding youth and the issues that affect 
them in political campaigns to better 
connect with the youth

• Recognise the urgent need to make 
structural labour market reforms; and

• Acknowledge that the free market is 
vital for the creation of  jobs;

Call on the European Commission and 
Member States to:

• Manage the expectations by setting 
more realistic and achievable goals;

• Work on furthering the success of  
projects and schemes like the Youth 
Guarantee;

• Make structural labour market 
reforms in order to facilitate the 
employment of  youth.
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eTwinning – the community for schools in 
Europe – is an internet platform providing 
a range of  activities for schools at national 
and international level, collaborative spaces 
and professional development opportunities 
for teachers. Currently a part of  the Eras-
mus+ programme initiated by the EU com-
mission in 2005, it has become an important 
tool in order to create a network among Eu-
ropean schools. The idea of  the programme 
is to create pedagogical projects and collab-
orative spaces by using the internet-based 
eTwinning portal. The platform allows par-
ticipants to communicate, connect and work 
together on certain projects. 

Presently, the platform has about 420,000 
registered users (status as of  December 
2016). These registered users are all teach-
ers from different European countries. The 
platform likewise offers users a high level 
of  support: it is available in 28 languages 
and open for teachers from 36 countries, 
whereas some other neighbouring coun-
tries are also included. It also incorporates 
a sophisticated digital platform that has 
both public and private areas. At the Eu-
ropean level, eTwinning is managed by the 
Central Support Service (CSS) headed by 
European Schoolnet, a consortium of  31 
education ministries. The eTwinning pro-
gramme contributes to an improved per-
formance and quality of  work, also it has 
been noticed that pupils are more motivat-
ed throughout these projects. The report of  
the British Council on eTwinning demon-
strates the importance and the effectiveness 
of  such programmes. 

By now, the programme is limited to Eu-
ropean schools and only gives teachers 
the chance to use the platform. However, 
synergetic effects can be created and used 
more reasonable by opening the portal for 
pupils, university staff and business repre-

sentatives as well. When opening the plat-
form for more contributors, the network 
would grow and new projects and coopera-
tion could be initiated. 

The access for students to the platform is 
limited to “Twin Spaces” and only open 
while working on a specific project. It is to 
be encouraged that student access is subject 
to certain regulations. However, it would be 
more helpful if  students were able to com-
municate after finishing a project with their 
European “virtual classmates”. Several im-
provements could help to use the platform 
in a more reasonable fashion.

eLearning strategies that are used at Euro-
pean universities can also have a positive 
influence on learning strategies at Europe-
an schools - and vice versa. Through the 
eTwinning platform teachers, tutors and 
professors can reach a mutual exchange, 
which creates a better and more positive 
learning atmosphere for students and pu-
pils all over Europe. Besides that, projects 
between universities and schools can be 
initiated; particularly projects that concern 
European means reflect an even better pic-
ture when pupils aged 10-17, and young 
adults work together. 

In addition, more scopes of  application can 
be created by working together, not only 
with universities, but also with business rep-
resentatives. Opening some kind of  “think-
tank” that gives companies the opportunity 
to work on projects, while receiving direct 
input from young people is a great way to 
connect and to work creatively.  

These cooperations can be designed dif-
ferently, depending on what the objective 
is. However, it is evident that cooperation 
create chances for everyone - for pupils to 
connect with their future university, for the 
universities to meet their prospective new 

students and also for business representa-
tives to receive valuable input and to cre-
ate working groups, that contribute to their 
business in a certain way. 

We, the European Democrat Students, 
official student organization of the 
European People’s Party (EPP) are: 

• Recognising the importance of  
focusing more on the eTwinning 
programme 

• Underlining the importance of  
cooperation between schools, 
universities and businesses to use best 
synergetic effects

• Acknowledging that eTwinning is a 
helpful tool of  the future that satisfies 
the increased user claims because it is 
a big step towards a digitalised system

Call on the EU Commission to:

• Constantly expand eTwinning projects 
and provide more financial support for 
eTwinning meetings

• Open the programme to more schools, 
especially in non-EU countries, to con-
nect as much institutions as possible to 
profit from the networking system

• Open the platform to students, busi-
ness and university representatives
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The quality and level of  education offered 
by universities can be measured on the basis 
of  curricula, research income from industry, 
international diversity, teaching and learn-
ing environment, PhD awards per academ-
ic year etc.  The curricula must be geared 
towards achieving international standards 
in order to increase competitiveness and 
achieve better results.

Higher education can be prone to corrupt 
practices however: examples of  such con-
duct include the illegal procurement of  
goods and services; cheating in the provi-
sion of  its normal functions (admissions, 
grading, graduation, housing and academic 
products); professional misconduct (favour-
ing of  family members, sexual exploitation, 
bias in grading, research plagiarism etc); and 
cheating in the paying of  taxes and the use 
of  university property.

These kinds of  cases of  corruption exist in 
Western European countries, but are gener-
ally seen to be less widespread or systemic. 
In a number of  Eastern European countries 
however – especially in South Eastern Eu-
rope - this problem is a daily occurrence: es-
pecially the payment of  bribes to professors 
in order to pass an exam or obtain a better 
grade has become increasingly common.  
Corruption might also occur when lectur-
ers oblige students to purchase a textbook 
written by them in order to pass the exam. 
These problems occur at both private and 
public universities.   

In student surveys conducted in Bulgaria, 
Moldova and Serbia, between 35% and 
45% believed that the official selection pro-
cess could be bypassed. Approximately one 
in five admitted to having bribed a univer-
sity official; in Moldova the figure was two 
in five. Within universities, a wide variation 
exists in the likelihood to engage in bribery. 
Disciplines with the highest demand - eco-

nomics, finance and law - have higher com-
petition for entry, higher tuitions and fees, 
higher potential for earning, and hence 
higher stakes. Corrupt practices are more 
likely to occur within these disciplines.

This corruption can have a debilitating ef-
fect on higher education institutions affected 
by the problem. It can decrease the quali-
ty of  education, create inequality among 
current and enrolling students, damage the 
credibility of  universities, erode motivation, 
and disconnect students from the institu-
tions serving them.

Knowledge is in this circumstance measured 
according to the size of  one’s wallet, that is 
the wealth of  students instead of  their merit 
and actual work.  Students are trapped in a 
vicious circle since many are too intimidated 
to report a teacher for bribery offences.

This generates a chain of  even greater prob-
lems: bright students without the means to 
pay a bribe have to work harder in order to 
have a chance to pass the exam, while those 
with greater financial means might receive 
an academic title at a faster rate whilst not 
fulfilling all academic conditions to acquire 
their qualification. This can also cause a 
problem across Europe, if  diplomas are rec-
ognised throughout the European Union.

Since one purpose of  the university is to con-
vey practices and behaviour of  importance 
throughout one’s professional career path, 
corrupt universities may encourage the en-
trenchment of  corrupt practices across so-
ciety. Corruption also has a negative effect 
on quality: university education becomes a 
high-priced, low-quality good if  officials ad-
mit less qualified applicants or grant higher 
grades to underperforming students. Instead 
of  increasing internal competition, cor-
ruption limits it and also negatively affects 
both private and social economic returns 

to investments in education. If  students can 
purchase grades, they have less incentives to 
learn. An employer does not know whether 
a graduate completed their degree on the 
basis of  academic ability or because they 
bribed university officials. Employers reduce 
risk by avoiding graduates from suspect in-
stitutions and by putting into place testing, 
internship and other filtering mechanisms.

This bad practice has to end in order to 
achieve a transparent system with equal 
opportunities and a reputable education sys-
tem of  academic excellence recognised all 
over the world. 

We, the European Democrat Students, 
the official student organization of the 
European People’s Party (EPP):

• Recognising that helping students to 
find ways to act is a crucial part of  the 
equation and an anonymous reporting 
system might make it easier for students 
to report corruption;

• Acknowledging that the most effective 
way to fight corruption at universities 
would be an internal anti-corruption 
system but doubting it would be possi-
ble to establish one at every university;

• Recognising that the social function of  
universities is educating and equipping 
students with tools and experiences that 
make them successful professionals and 
citizens, which also requires good ex-
amples of  behaviour shown to them by 
their professors;

• Believing that the educational system 
as a whole needs to address corruption 
and encourage students, their profes-
sors, and the institutions themselves to 
speak out.

Call on the European Parliament and 
the Commissioner for Youth, Educa-
tion, Sports and Culture to:

• Investigate the claims about corruption 
linked to exams at universities, make an 
anonymous online survey aimed at stu-
dents related to this topic;

• Set up a working group to devise ap-
propriate strategies, policies and actions 
including but not limited to a sanction 
system for combating corruption in 
higher education institutions;

• Initiate a common code of  conduct to 
implement anti-corruption initiatives at 
universities.
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According to article 28 of  the United 
Nations Convention on the Rights of  the 
Child, everyone has the right to education. 
The Convention also states that educa-
tion shall be directed to the full develop-
ment of  the human personality and to the 
strengthening of  respect for human rights 
and fundamental freedoms. It shall pro-
mote understanding, tolerance and friend-
ship among all nations, racial or religious 
groups, and shall further the activities of  
the United Nations for the maintenance 
of  peace. However, a growing trend that 
is being seen across the globe is the radi-
calization of  teenagers who are misled into 
giving up fundamental European values. 

The increasing number of  radicalised 
youth can be traced to several factors 
across the continent: the failure of  inte-
grating young citizens with an immigrant 
background into European society is a 
major factor in this phenomenon. Many 
experts say that some European Muslim 
youth, many of  whom are second or third 
generation Europeans, feel disenfranchised 
in a society that does not fully accept them; 
they appear to turn to Islam as a badge 
of  cultural identity, and are then radical-
ised by extremist Muslim clerics . The lat-
ter are usually promoting or endorsing an 
agenda of  terrorist organisation such as Al 
Qaeda, ISIS, Hezbollah, or Hamas. This, 
combined with the social situation of  the 
youth, has led to an increasing number 
of  European youth traveling and fighting 
among terrorist groups in battlegrounds 
such as Syria. During the height of  the 
Syrian conflict, the EU Counter-Terror-
ism Coordinator estimated that more than 
2,000 European youth have joined the con-
flict, coming from France, the Netherlands, 
United Kingdom, Denmark, Germany 
and Belgium . It is likely that more individ-
uals are involved if  logistic support granted 

to the travelers and/or the production and 
dissemination of  propaganda are taken 
into consideration .

However, European nations and the EU in 
general are starting to take a preemptive 
approach in order to solve the problem. 
For example, in the United Kingdom, the 
government’s efforts to curb the problem 
started with a counter radicalization pro-
gramme in an attempt to decrease and stop 
people supporting terrorist organisations or 
violent extremists. As a consequence, over 
the last few years, various Islamist organisa-
tions that reject violence inside the country 
have been engaged as partners and have 
received funding from the British  govern-
ment (Vidino, 2009). Programmes such as 
these are starting to be found across the EU. 
Furthermore, the Muslim communities in 
these countries are starting to coordinate 
more frequently with the police and intelli-
gence services to prevent the radicalisation 
of  the youth of  their community.

We, the European Democrat Students 
(EDS), the official student organization 
of the European People’s Party (EPP):

• Acknowledging freedom of  movement 
as one of  the core freedoms of  the 
European Union;

• Acknowledging the UN Charter of  the 
Rights of  the Child

• Realising the complexity caused by the 
amount of  different systems currently 
used by Member States; 

• Stressing the importance of  students 
to travel easily within Europe in order 
to foster our European society from an 
academic perspective.

Call upon the European Union, 
the European Commission and 
the Member States to:

• To establish more anti-radicalisation 
programmes targeted at second and 
third generation youths of  immigrant 
background in addition to existing 
programmes.

• To cooperate with local community 
leaders to prevent the radicalisation of  
the youth

• To monitor the implementation of  the 
UN charter of  providing youth educa-
tion programmes.

• To set up an independent committee 
to seek more effective measures in the 
pursuit of  youth de-radicalisation.
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A whistleblower is a person who exposes 
any kind of  information or activity that is 
deemed illegal, unethical, or not correct 
within an organization that is either pri-
vate or public. The information of  alleged 
wrongdoing can be classified in many ways: 
violation of  company policy/rules, law, 
regulation or threat to public interest/na-
tional security, as well as fraud, or corrup-
tion. Those who become whistleblowers 
can choose to bring information or allega-
tions to surface either internally or exter-
nally. A whistleblower can bring allegations 
to light by contacting a third party outside 
of  an accused organization such as the 
media, government, law enforcement, or 
those who are concerned. Whistleblowers, 
however, take the risk of  facing stiff reprisal 
and retaliation from those who are accused 
or alleged of  wrongdoing

An increased amount of  media coverage for 
whistleblowing activities over the last few 
years has made policy makers across the 
European Union aware of  the importance 
of  whistleblower protection laws. Howev-
er, very few countries already have specific 
whistleblowing legislation. Instead, employ-
ees and civil servants in most Member States 
have to examine anti-corruption, labour 
and criminal provisions to protect them-
selves against retaliation by their employer.

The media have played a crucial role in 
changing the public opinion’s perception 
on whistleblowing. For journalists, know-
ing the specific situation for whistleblowers 
in the different Member States therefore 
seems crucial. Their role as an external dis-
closure channel should at this point be di-
minished and replaced by strong and inde-
pendent internal whistleblowing schemes 
in the public authorities and private com-
panies, via which wrongdoings can safely 
and anonymously be expressed. Should 

external whistleblowing seem necessary in 
certain cases, journalists should ensure the 
anonymity of  the employees or civil serv-
ants that report irregularities in their com-
pany or public authority to them. A strong 
and far-reaching protection of  journalistic 
sources can therefore be seen as an indirect 
protection for whistleblowers.

We, the European Democrat Students 
(EDS), the official student organization 
of the  European People’s Party (EPP): 

• Recognising that the actions of  whis-
tleblowers come with a high risk

• Acknowledging that more actions 
should be taken to ensure the safety of  
whistleblowers 

Call upon the European Union, European 
Council, European Parliament and the  
European Commission:

• To adopt a common legislation re-
garding whistleblowers

• To protect the anonymity of  the em-
ployees or civil servanst who report 
irregular activities.
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DIGITAL 
POLITICS

Presented by 
PWG PfE

While young people across the EU are in-
creasingly disengaged with electoral politics, 
both locally and nationally, the magnitude 
of  the disengagement varies between dif-
ferent Member States. This disengagement 
needs to be addressed through a pragmatic 
bottom-up approach, which takes into con-
sideration youth values and the digitalized 
society in which we live. 

In the last three decades, it has been seen that 
globalization and digitalization have gone 
hand in hand in shaping our world in an un-
precedented manner. While the global econ-
omy has been changing rapidly since the 2nd 
industrial revolution at the end of  the 19th 
century, the exponential growth of  technology 
has changed our world faster than ever before. 
Today’s generation lead more digital lives than 
previous generations and digital platforms are 
of  the utmost importance in reaching them. 
This can be achieved by clearly defining the 
goals in terms of  youth engagement, and 
developing a digital strategy locally and na-
tionally to reach these goals. The size of  the 
Member States, the history and culture is 
very diversified across the EU, therefore the 
strategy should clearly be customized to take 
the above-mentioned criteria into account. 
Despite the differences, all strategies need to 
include access to information online, to pro-
mote transparency and raise awareness. For 
example, The UK Parliament’s application 
enables citizens to read the latest version of  
the House of  Commons Order Paper, which 
is published each sitting day and lists the busi-
ness of  the House and sittings in Westminster 
Hall. There is also the ‘My Constituency’ app, 
that has been created in the House of  Com-
mons Library to display key statistics for each 
constituency area. These are great examples 
of  digital strategies to promote transparency 
and engagement in a way that appeals to the 
youth. In other Member States, an important 
part of  the approach is to support youth po-

litical organizations, financially and by pro-
moting involvement in campaigns, school 
voting if  the concept is used in the particular 
Member State or by other means suitable. 

We, European Democrat Students (EDS), 
the official student’s organization of 
European People’s Party (EPP):

• Acknowledging the importance of  a 
high voter turnout.

• Wishing to promote democracy 
among youth.

Call on the European Parliament and 
EU Member States to: 

• Set goals in terms of  political engage-
ment, and develop strategies to meet 
them. 

• Introduce the concept of  democracy 
and voting in the curriculum in sec-
ondary schools to promote a funda-
mental understanding of  how the po-
litical system works. (Secondary school 
– classes 7-8 – age 12-14) 

• Organize digital national campaigns 
to promote voting among the young 
electorate and encourage debate, on 
popular social media platforms or cus-
tomised independent platforms devel-
oped for these purposes. 

• Consider developing an application 
with access to agenda and informa-
tion about decisions in national par-
liament, local government, municipal 
council etc.

• Encourage political bodies and insti-
tutions to engage in dialogue, as in 
online sessions, with citizens and take 
feedback into account. 
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Electronic Government (eGovernment) 
describes the increased use of  modern 
IT-technologies for administrative purposes. 
The main goal is to create an environment 
in which authorities and public offices use 
electronic ways of  communication for their 
internal communication, as well as for their 
communication with citizens. In 2016, the 
EU released the European eGovernment 
Action Plan 2016-2020, which includes the 
goals for the EU’s progress towards a digi-
talized system.  The main objectives are to 
modernize public administration by using 
electronic identification and e-signatures, 
to enable cross-border mobility via digital 
public services such as domestic electronic 
insolvency registers and to facilitate digital 
interaction between administrative struc-
tures, citizens and businesses.

A prime example for the establishment 
and development of  eGovernmental strat-
egies is Estonia. In its Information Society 
Strategy 2020 ICT -strategies are not just 
intended to be used in residential and pol-
icy areas, but as well as in healthcare or 
business.  A huge amount of  state services 
(more than 500 public services can be ac-
cessed with the eGovernment-system) can 
be completed online, e.g. 95% of  Estonians 
declare their taxes online and 98% of  pre-
scriptions are prescribed online as well.  

Another benefit to the system is the increased 
transparency. The electronic ID-card is a 
key factor to a successful digitization. For a 
secure use, a safe two-factor authentication 
for legitimation is used and engages the ac-
cess to most of  the e-services. Through leg-
islative measure the use of  this ID-card is 
secured, also, data encryption guarantees a 
high security level. In addition, only a small 
number of  personal data is stored on the 
ID-card, which makes it easy to block lost 
cards and to prevent abuse. 

Especially for start-ups eGovernmental 
processes constitute a huge relief. To set 
up a company in Estonia takes less than 
ten minutes because the founders can do 
their registration online. It helps young en-
trepreneurs to implement their visions and 
creates an atmosphere of  creativity and 
productivity. The start-up industry also 
generates new jobs, e.g. at the end of  2016, 
3.500 Estonians worked for start-up com-
panies (out of  a total population of  1.3 mil-
lion).  For comparison, in Germany 19.000 
jobs were generated in the start-up sector 
(out of  total population of  82 million). 

Another important key aspect is improving 
availability of  internet connection. Once 
again, Estonia can be named as a prime ex-
ample. In 2000, the Estonian government 
even declared internet access as a human 
right. By means of  the internet access also the 
rural population got a bigger involvement in 
business and society. The internet access must 
therefore be expanded, in order to secure the 
success of  eGovernmental processes.  

We, the European Democrat Students, 
official student organization of the 
European People’s Party (EPP) are:

• Recognizing the importance of  eGov-
ernment-strategies and its contribu-
tion to a higher developed state;

• Supporting the expansion of  the initi-
ating of  electronic ID-cards; 

• Emphasizing the importance of  sim-
plifying eGovernmental processes in 
the founding of  start-ups, due to our 
belief  in less bureaucratic burdens as 
a factor for engaging young entrepre-
neurs to create new businesses;

• Recognizing that the eGovern-
ment-strategies support to finalize the 
Digital Single Market of  the EU;

Call on the EU commission to:

• To comply with the Action Plan 2016-
2020 but also expand and support 
eGovernment-strategies;

• Provide more public services online;

• Implement simplified access to bu-
reaucratic proceedings, e.g. in the ar-
eas of  tax declaration, prescriptions or 
start-up founding;

• Initiate strategies to implement elec-
tronic ID-cards by establishing safe 
ways of  online identification;

• Improve the availability of  internet 
connections; 

• Ensure operational and organisation-
al security for the eGovernmental 
process to protect especially from cy-
ber-attacks by keeping the systems up 
to date. 
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On June 28, 2017, the European Commis-
sion presented a reflection paper on the fu-
ture of  finance of  the European Union. It 
is the latest publication by the EC following 
the Brexit referendum that reflects on the 
EU reform. Unlike previous documents, the 
one on finances relates to the ongoing de-
bate about the EU budget after 2020, which 
is of  a crucial importance for most of  the EU 
member states. The Commission lists new 
challenges that require additional spending 
(securing borders, fighting terrorism, de-
fence and especially managing migration). It 
also wants to spend more on fighting unem-
ployment and social exclusion, which com-
plies with policy so-far adopted priorities of  
EDS. A change in way that cohesion funds 
are allocated, so that they would not only 
depend on GDP but also be linked to EU 
priorities – has also been considered.

Furthermore, in its paper, the Commission 
talks about the need for member states to 
respect the rule of  law but does not indicate 
whether pay-outs should depend on it. Ac-
cording to the EU law, transfers can be sus-
pended in two cases: when a state breaches 
public finance discipline rules and when it 
fails to implement provisions on public pro-
curement or specific sectoral measures. In 
both areas EU institutions have clear trea-
ty-based competences to assess whether a 
member state fulfils its obligations. In con-
trary, on rule of  law, the EU’s powers are 
unclear, as demonstrated by EC conflict 
with Poland – the Commission launched a 
probe into the matter in January 2016, so 
far Poland has been unwilling to adhere to 
set recommendations. To ease this process 
in the future, we believe that EU institutions 
should work towards clarification of  the 
above mentioned criteria. 

 
 

We, the European Democrat Students 
(EDS), the official student organization 
of the European People’s Party (EPP):

• Acknowledging respect for human 
dignity, freedom, democracy, equality, 
the rule of  law and respect for human 
rights as the core values of  the Europe-
an Union;

• Acknowledging that the EU is expected 
to play a bigger role in policy area like 
migration,  internal and external secu-
rity or defence and thus; 

• Considering the fact that the reforma-
tion of  the budgetary categories are 
about to be proceeded shortly, linking 
distribution of  the cohesion funds to 
the rule of  law should be a part of  that 
reform;

Call upon the European Union and 
the European Commission to:

• Assure that EU institutions adhere to 
the rule of  law considering an alloca-
tion of  funds to Member States;

• Prevent countries that violate funda-
mental values enshrined in article 2. 
TEU from taking advantage of  funding 
for cohesion policy, especially as a part 
of  those funds must be directed to the 
fields of  a much greater importance;

• Assure that access to European Union 
cohesion funds should reflect the extent 
to which European values, including 
peace, democracy and rule of  law, are 
upheld.

• Set clear competences of  an assessment 
and enforcement of  the rights and val-
ues listed in article 2 TEU.
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Youth account for more than a quarter of  
the world’s population. Providing necessary 
space to youth in the society, in the educa-
tional area, in the labour market is really 
important,  especially in order to counter 
the effects of  an aging youth European 
population. Worldwide, it is well under-
stood the value of  young people and their 
impact on society development. An educat-
ed youth that is well-integrated represents 
an immense capital and a lot of  opportuni-
ties for a country’s growth and sustainable 
development. 

Youth inclusion means ensuring that all 
young people have the opportunity to ful-
ly participate in political economic, social,  
and cultural life and to enjoy an adequate 
standard of  living and well-being. Ac-
cording to the Declaration of  the Human 
Rights, it is the fulfilment of  economic, so-
cial and cultural rights, the right to work, 
the right to education, the right to social 
protection, the right to participation, as 
well as the right to living a life in dignity. 
In the last years, much effort has been done 
by EU and Member States in order to im-
prove the youth inclusion in the societies, 
however, young people today remain to be 
the group of  highest risk of  social exclusion 
in Europe according to most recent Special 
Report on Youth Unemployment present-
ed by European Court of  Auditors. 

Youth unemployment is not a new phe-
nomenon and several EU Member States 
have experienced extremely high levels for 
many years. The financial and economic 
crisis has not only increased youth unem-
ployment but has, more broadly amplified 
the risks experienced by young people, cre-
ating new forms of  insecurity and exclu-
sion. The response to the crisis has focused 
on cutting costs, reducing investment in 
education and social protection. The 2008 

economic crisis has made it even more dif-
ficult for young people to integrate into the 
labour market. The unemployment rate for 
young people (aged 15-24) increased by 8.8 
percentage points between the first quarter 
of  2008 and the first quarter of  2013, when 
it reached its highest level, at 23.9 %. While 
the situation had improved since mid-2013, 
more than 4.2 million young people under 
the age of  25 in the EU were still unem-
ployed at the end of  June 2016 (average 
unemployment rate of  18.8 %). High 
youth unemployment has a negative ef-
fect on economic growth and productivity 
and represents a serious economic burden 
for society as a whole. Young people may 
struggle to enter the labour market and 
may be ‘locked out’ of  work or increasingly 
find themselves stuck in a cycle of  low pay 
with little opportunity for progression.

In addition to the group of  young people 
who are unemployed, but actively seeking 
employment, there is another large group 
of  young people who are less motivated to 
be proactive and are, therefore, further de-
tached from the labour market. These are 
inactive young people who are neither in 
employment and education nor training 
and are called as inactive NEETs. The per-
centage of  NEETs aged 15-24 increased 
after 2007, peaked in 2012 mainly due to 
the increase in the number of  unemployed 
NEETs, and has fallen slightly since then. 
This situation clearly points that the efforts 
and the struggle for increasing youth inclu-
sion is not sufficient yet and there is a lot of  
space for improvement.

There is an urgent need to make all nec-
essary efforts in order to speed up and to 
improve the facilitation of  the youth inclu-
sion in the societies. This imperative and 
essential for young people as they represent 
potential for today and the future.

We, European Democrat Students (EDS), 
the official student’s organisation of the 
European People’s Party (EPP):

• Recognising the importance of  youth 
inclusion in the societies as they rep-
resent an immense capital for progress 
and development.

• Taking into account the efforts made 
by the EU for the youth inclusion 
through Youth Guarantee Program, 
Erasmus+ Programmes, the Europe 
2020 strategy etc.;

• Understanding that the general sat-
isfaction of  young people’s life and 
their well-being depends on effectively 
co-creating the European society;

Call on the European Commission and 
EU Member States to:

• Maximise works on the Youth Guar-
antee Programme and improve the 
strategies of  the programme in order: 
to identify and to reach all NEETs, es-
tablish a complete overview of  the cost 
of  program implemention, improving 
the monitoring and reporting of  the 
existing systems across Member States.

• Focus on the implementation of  the 
EU Youth Strategy and on the assess-
ment of  the EU Youth Strategy at na-
tional, regional and local level.

• Increase efficiency of  investments in 
the provision of  suitable skills and of  
key competences for young people in 
order to facilitate the youth inclusion.

• Deepen the regional labour market 
integration and improvment the qual-
ification, professional mobility and ad-
aptability of  the young labour force.

• Support and promote young people’s 
involvement in entrepreneurship and 
develop entrepreneurial and creative 
competences.

• Strengthen the cooperation between 
decision-makers, youth representatives 
and  researchers.

• Promote and provide access to quality 
services, including transport, health, 
education, employment, e-inclusion 
and social services.
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There are approximately 60 million Euro-
pean citizens who are defined as an ethnic 
and/or religious minority. This makes up 
around 12 per cent of  the total European 
population.

European minorities face various issues, 
especially regarding their rights and free-
doms as minority citizens in the European 
country within which they reside. For the 
minorities in Europe themselves, as well as 
for the history and traditions of  the conti-
nent, it is important to establish an envi-
ronment which permits them to maintain 
their language, culture and traditions while 
still being active members of  the society of  
the country they are residing in. One of  the 
largest minorities in the EU is the Hungar-
ian minority in Romania, which makes-up 
over 6 per cent of  the Romanian popula-
tion. They are one of  the most well-estab-
lished minorities, both due to their size and 
their history and yet they still face discrim-
ination in some areas. This discrimination 
mainly relates to their right to bilingualism, 
protection and respect of  their cultural 
symbols and heritage. The Hungarian mi-
nority in Romania is, however, only one of  
many examples.

Another interesting and unique example of  
minority discrimination can be seen in Bos-
nia and Herzegovina, a country torn apart 
by war. As a temporary solution to the war, 
the seats in parliament and the national 
representation were constitutionally divid-
ed up between the three-major ethnic and 
constituent groups in the country. By pro-
tecting the rights of  these three groups, one 
fails to account for the rights of  the other 
ethnic minorities, together accounting for 
over 4 per cent of  the population. This per-
centage of  the population is never directly 
represented in the government through the 
constitution.

Similar discriminatory cases are evident 
in the other West-Balkan states, although 
not directly through the constitution but in 
practice, there are many minority groups 
which face a certain level of  discrimination.

The rights of  European minorities are 
a European problem, and benefit from 
EU-level decision making over local-level 
decision making in the Member States. By 
unifying the EUs criteria, rights and respon-
sibilities when it comes to the protection of  
European minorities, one can avoid having 
certain Member States creating laws which 
discriminate against minorities, and better 
monitor their conditions and rights. As the 
official student organization of  the Europe-
an People’s Party, we also see the right to 
education in their own language, as well as 
general rights protection in universities and 
higher education institutions as one of  the 
main issues and focus points.

With the current situation in the EU, the 
union does not have any set guidelines or 
rules in place to monitor the rights and sit-
uations of  European minorities. There are 
certain articles that refer to minority rights 
(ref. Article 2 in Treaty of  European Union 
and Article 21 in Charter of  Fundamental 
Rights) and the basic principles are present, 
yet the actions are lacking. There needs to 
be a further focus of  concrete actions to-
wards safeguarding the rights of  European 
minorities, as well as strict monitoring set 
in place to ensure these actions are proper-
ly followed through. By ensuring these cri-
teria are adhered to, one will quickly see a 
vast improvement for the various European 
minorities.

An article based on research on the EU 
votes and minorities in Europe was writ-
ten before the European elections in 2014. 
The authors of  the article discussed how 
one of  the fundamental rights EU of  cit-

izens is that of  voting for candidates and 
of  contesting as candidates in elections. 
The far-right and Eurosceptic groups were 
called out as the ones to watch out for in 
the 2014 elections, and this is still the case 
leading up to the 2019 elections. There 
still is one group, however, that has been 
overlooked in the fight for the European 
Union, the European minorities. By ac-
knowledging these European minorities, 
often overlooked in the EU elections, one 
can consider the possibility of  reversing a 
negative trend. European minorities make 
up about 12 per cent of  the European 
population and therefore have the unique 
ability to shift the EU elections’ outcome 
based on their interests. Most of  the EU 
parties have previously made the mistake 
of  overlooking the minorities’ needs, not 
accounting for the fact that they are a larg-
er group than the far-right groups, and that 
in 2014 they were a larger group than all 
the far-right groups put together. Due to 
the historically seen low turnout in the EU 
elections, a small number of  votes are often 
all that are needed to win a constituency. 
Acknowledging the potential powers that 
could arise from a unified minority socie-
ty in Europe, and accounting for their re-
quirements, could benefit the EU political 
parties in their fight against the farright 
and Eurosceptic groups.

We, the European Democrat Students 
(EDS), the official student organisation 
of the European People’s Party (EPP) 
acknowledge:

• the various levels of  discrimination 
which occurs in several EU countries 
towards European minority groups,

• European minorities’ rights to bilin-
gualism and respect towards their cul-
tural symbols and heritage,

• the importance of  European minori-
ties in the fight against Euroscepticism 
and populism, and

Call upon the EU Member States, the 
European Parliament and the 
Commission:

• to create a unified system and set of  
laws to protect European minorities 
and their rights,

• to protect the rights of  European mi-
norities to receive their education in 
their own language,

• to create a unified solution to safe-
guarding the history, symbols and tra-
ditions of  European minorities,

• to respect the rights of  all European 
minorities in higher education and 
university institutions, and protecting 
these groups against discrimination.
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30 September 2017
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MOTION: HE&R — 
21ST CENTURY 
EDUCATION 
SKILLS
 
Presented by 
PWG HE&R

During the past years, there has been a 
growing awareness on the importance of  
professional skills which was also acknowl-
edged by institutions of  higher education. 
Not only are those skills vital for academ-
ic studies, but also essential for graduate 
employability. Studies like “Graduate Em-
ployability, ‘Soft Skills’ Versus ‘Hard’ Busi-
ness Knowledge: A European Study by J. 
Andrews and H. Higson (2008)” underline 
that employers are often looking for grad-
uates who possess strong communication 
and leadership skills. Thus, the discipline 
itself  is not as important as the ability to 
analyse and to solve problems.

This leads to a situation where universities 
are not only required to prepare their stu-
dents for their future employment on an 
academic level, but also in terms of  the 
ever changing, complex needs of  the con-
temporary workplace.

In order to meet the demands of  an increas-
ingly global job market, it is not enough to 
have a strong academic background and 
subject specific knowledge. In addition to 
these, young persons must be equipped to 
deal with other persons from different cul-
tures, religions, and social backgrounds; 
solve problems creatively, have strong pres-
entation and communication skills, think in 
a multidisciplinary way, and evaluate infor-
mation critically.

Many universities are already responding to 
those needs and offer professional skills cur-
riculums in addition to their degree options.

We, the European Democrat Students 
(EDS), the official student organization 
of the European People’s Party (EPP):

• Acknowledge the increasing impor-
tance of  professional skills within aca-
demic education,

• Recognize the importance of  strong 
presentation and communication skills 
for graduate employability,

• Affirm that in order to educate future 
leaders, leadership skills taught as part 
of  academic education are essential,

• Acknowledge that professional skills 
are vital not only to find a job, but also 
to succeed in the working world,

We, the European Democrat Students 
(EDS), the official student organisation 
of the European People’s Party (EPP):

• Call upon institutions of  higher edu-
cation to expand their offer of  profes-
sional skills courses,

• Request institutions of  higher educa-
tion without such offers to create ade-
quate courses,

• Further request the creation of  the op-
tions to have all kinds of  subjects next 
to business and law related ones,

• Reaffirm that essential education 
should not only provide academic 
knowledge but also professional skills.

Council Meeting // 
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MOTION: HR — 
HUMAN 
TRAFFICKING — 
A FORGOTTEN 
ORDEAL
 
Presented by 
LFYA Lebanon

According to Article 3 of  the Universal 
declaration of  Human Rights, everyone 
has the right to life, liberty and security of  
person. Furthermore, Article 6 of  the In-
ternational Covenant on Civil and Political 
Rights states that every human being has 
the inherent right to life. This right shall be 
protected by law. No one shall be arbitrar-
ily deprived of  his life. Human Trafficking 
violates and breaches both articles. One of  
the biggest tragedies the world is not shed-
ding light on is human trafficking. With the 
rising number of  human trafficking cases, 
countries are trying to adopt and imple-
ment policies to prevent these violations.

Human Trafficking is the third-largest 
criminal activity in the world according to 
FBI reports. The cases of  human traffick-
ing are numerous and depend on several 
factors. However, with the increasing num-
ber of  conflicts in the world, the criminal 
and terrorist organizations have become 
specialized in the logistics needed to traffic 
human beings. A prime example is Turkey. 
Groups in the eastern parts of  Turkey, es-
pecially on the borders with Iraq and Syr-
ia, have seen a jump in human trafficking 
cases. Data from the Organized Crime 
Smuggling Section of  the Turkish Nation-
al Police reveals that many transnational 
criminals from different countries are now 
operating in Turkey, facilitating this trade. 
Terrorist organizations like the Kurdish 
National Workers’ Party (PKK), Hezbollah 
and Al Nusra have all seen their presence 
and activity increase in Turkey. This is one 
of  the many networks being used by hu-
man traffickers. The impact of  these cases 
has many implications. Trafficking victims 
are not protected by European countries as 
much as in the United States. These loop-
holes have many effects on the manner and 
treatment of  the victims when they are fi-
nally rescued by the authorities.

On the other hand, the European Union 
has taken the initiative to combat human 
trafficking. The European Union has de-
veloped a strategy towards the Eradication 
of  Trafficking in Human Beings.

The strategy is a set of  concrete and prac-
tical measures to be implemented over the 
next five years. These include prevention, 
protection, support of  the victims and 
prosecution of  the traffickers as well as the 
establishment of  national law enforcement 
units specialized in human trafficking and 
the creation of  joint European investiga-
tion teams to prosecute cross-border traf-
ficking cases. However, further issues must 
be addressed. A successful anti-trafficking 
strategy must involve consumers, busi-
ness people, and vulnerable communities. 
Those who avail themselves of  the services

of  trafficked people, and the businesses 
that facilitate this trade, must become more 
central to counter-trafficking policies. Fur-
thermore, more legal protection and reha-
bilitation programs must be put in place in 
order to protect the victims and help them 
adapt following the tragedy they suffered.

We, the European Democrat Students 
(EDS), the official student organization 
of the European People’s Party (EPP):

• Acknowledging Article 3 of  the Uni-
versal Declaration of  Human Rights 
and Article 6 of  the International Cov-
enant on Civil and Political Rights;

• Acknowledging the EU Strategy to-
wards the Eradication of  Trafficking 
in Human Beings;

• Recognizing the importance of  DI-
RECTIVE 2011/36/EU OF THE 
EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT AND 
OF THE COUNCIL of  5 April 2011 
on preventing
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• and combating trafficking in human 
beings and protecting its victims, and 
replacing Council Framework Deci-
sion 2002/629/JHA;

• Acceding to Article 5 of  the Charter of  
Fundamental Rights of  the European 
Union prohibiting human trafficking.

Call upon the European Union, the 
European Commissioner for Mobility and 
Transport and the Member States to:

• Work with local community and busi-
ness leaders to prevent human traffick-
ing and crack down on this problem;

• Monitor the implementation of  the 
EU Strategy towards the Eradication 
of  Trafficking in Human Beings;

• Setting up an independent committee 
to look into more competent solutions 
and better means of  prevention of  hu-
man trafficking;

• Coordinate between EU member 
states in order to identify, prosecute, 
or sanction facilitators, criminal enter-
prises, and terrorist organizations that 
are involved in human trafficking.
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MOTION: HR — 
ROMA MINORITY 
IN EUROPE

Presented by 
PWG HR

The Roma are Europe’s largest ethnic mi-
nority group with an estimated population 
of  6 million persons living in the union. 
This is a group that has historically been 
persecuted and disadvantaged, and today 
still experiences lower standards of  living 
as well as discrimination.

In 2016, data was collected from approxi-
mately 34 000 members of  the Roma pop-
ulation in Europe in the FRA (European 
Union Agency for Fundamental Rights) 
minority survey for Europe. The survey 
was carried out in nine European countries, 
and targeted different measures of  living 
standards; including education, employ-
ment, housing and health. The findings of  
the survey show that there are considerable 
differences between the average European 
population and the Roma population. The 
first difference is the rate of  Roma unem-
ployment, which is considerably higher 
than the overall average of  the European 
population. Large unemployment in this 
group is common, with the overall Roma 
household unemployment ranging from 
17 percent to 62 percent. 41 percent of  
the Roma surveyed in the FRA survey felt 
discriminated against due to their ethnicity.

The Roma also show a significantly low-
er portion of  attendance in schooling and 
completion of  post-secondary education 
than the average European population, 
with survey results showing that 48 percent 
of  Roma aged between 6 and 24 not hav-
ing received any education at all.

The low level of  employment and school 
attendance amongst the 6 million Roma 
in Europe does leave an impact on the 
EU, both in the societal and economical 
aspects. These effects are exacerbated as 
large amounts of  Roma move from their 
country of  origin to other European coun-
tries, where they often remain unemployed 

and begging in the streets of  countries such 
as Sweden, which was estimated to house 
around 4700 beggars in the fall of  2015.

The survey results do, however, show large 
differences between the 9 studied countries, 
where some show a successful integration 
of  the Roma, with very little differences 
between the Roma and the average pop-
ulation. The success of  Roma integration 
in some EU states means that an overall 
successful integration of  the Roma minor-
ity is possible throughout Europe. Cooper-
ation and knowledge sharing between EU 
countries therefore can help to alleviate the 
problems faced by the Roma throughout 
Europe. The role of  the EU should there-
fore be to ensure the exchange and sharing 
of  knowledge pertaining to methods which 
can lessen the unemployment of  the Roma 
population. Ensuring that Roma employ-
ment and market access are improved will 
generate millions into the economy while 
simultaneously increasing the freedoms 
and living standards of  the Roma.

We, the European Democrat Students 
(EDS), the official student organization 
of the European People’s Party (EPP):

• Acknowledge the Roma population’s 
rights as equal to those of  the rest of  
the EU population.

• Acknowledge the need for increased 
efforts from the member states and the 
EU towards increasing employment 
and school attendance amongst the 
Roma population.

• Acknowledge the importance of  edu-
cation and school participation for the 
younger Roma population as an im-
portant integration measure.

• Acknowledge that member states ex-
perienced with large Roma popula-

tions are vital in facilitating future EU 
cooperation with the goal of  better 
integrating the Roma throughout Eu-
rope.

Call upon the European Union and 
the European Commission:

• Ensure that the Roma population’s 
human rights are being respected and 
secured.

• Facilitate biannual minister-level 
meetings between member states gov-
ernments regarding the situation of  
the Roma throughout Europe.

• Follow-up member states on their 
Roma population integration work 
and ensure the proper management of  
the specifically directed and allocated 
EU funds for Roma population inte-
gration work.

• Cut the specifically directed and allo-
cated EU funds for Roma integration 
to the member states that are not suc-
cessful in their Roma population inte-
gration work.
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MOTION: PfE — 
ENSURING 
MINIMUM 
REMUNERATION 
FOR INTERNS

Presented by
PWG PfE

Young Europeans across the continent are 
facing the problem of  regular unfair treat-
ment while undertaking an internship or 
traineeship. In most of  the environments, 
it is commonly accepted that the perfor-
mance of  trainees’ duties actually equates to 
the amount of  work carried out by regular 
employees. In result, the profit delivered to 
the employer is up to a comparable amount 
as to regular employees. Furthermore, it is 
a common scenario where internship pro-
grams are low-paid, unpaid or the trainees 
are granted with a low scholarship.

At the same time, students’ lives are intrin-
sically linked with seeking their livelihoods 
as well as funds to afford their degree 
course. In turn, trainees receiving a low in-
come resort to seeking financial aid from 
parents, personal savings, government 
grants and even running into debt. More 
often than not, trainees work voluntarily or 
constrained into part-time or full-time jobs. 
The distraction that often arises from the 
burden of  finding and maintaining a reg-
ular paid student job, which is not deemed 
to add any professional and academic val-
ue, decreases the opportunity to pursue an 
internship. Eventually, that results in a de-
crease in opportunities granted to students 
who do not have the financial means to 
pursue an unpaid internship.

We believe that two inseparable elements can 
be considered to grant interns an allowance 
or remuneration for work they complete.

Firstly, the grant of  an allowance will 
benefit both parties of  the contract. This 
refers to the employer who identifies the 
long term investment rewarding the intern. 
Through financial compensation, the in-
tern might have more motivation to work 
over an unpaid traineeship. In turn, this 
will equip trainees with more significant 
experience. On the other hand, since it 

costs the employer money, better training 
and more qualitative tasks to fulfill would 
be provided. Ultimately, the return on in-
vestment will be higher since in many cas-
es, interns start to work for their former 
employer from the moment they graduate.

Secondly, the relevant element that should 
be considered is shifting from public to pri-
vate funds. Funding from programmes such 
as Erasmus+ and other public funds are so 
far responsible for compensating such in-
equalities. Yet, we believe that shifting the 
responsibility on employers makes them 
more aware of  the job and tasks carried out 
by the intern. Employers will spend more 
time evaluating the trainees’ work, which 
will in turn improve the quality of  the work 
and the dedication offered by the student.

Moreover, we find the application for this al-
lowance from a public fund as an extra burden 
on the intern. To incentivize the employer to 
work with interns, we would also recommend 
the Member States to create a tax benefit or 
even a total tax-free system for employing in-
terns. All of  the final results should be clearly 
proved by the evaluation forms.

We, European Democrat Students 
(EDS), the official student’s organiza-
tion of European People’s Party (EPP):

• acknowledge that internships have so 
far been commonly viewed as volun-
teering and not employment;

• take into consideration that intern-
ships are factual performance of  the 
work for the benefit of  the employer;

• wish to promote high social mobility and 
encourage further engagement in stu-
dents’ internships and vocational trainings;

• believe that a compulsory final evalu-
ation will give a broad overview and 

point out strengths and weaknesses of  
the pursued traineeships;

• recognize the need to regard our de-
mands as a long-term investment.

Call on the European Parliament and 
EU Member States to:

• introduce an obligation for employers 
employing students working longer 
than one week under their command, 
to pay a minimum allowance accord-
ing to the legal systems falling upon 
them, for the time spent and work 
done to the profit of  the employer, 
irrespective of  the students’/interns’ 
obligation to carry out this internship 
in function of  the studies they pursue;

• grant tax benefits or totally free this 
remuneration from taxes in order to 
stimulate the employers to employ stu-
dents and interns;

• grant benefits exclusively to employees 
holding a title of  student and aged below 
25 years or all graduated engaged in an 
internship up to 3 years after graduation;

• form a legal framework whereby it would 
be beneficiary for employers to employ, 
teach and reward the intern in such a 
way that the intern will be stimulated to 
work in the future for this employer;

• provide a legal framework for training 
that would grant a possibility for an 
internee to improve the specific knowl-
edge required within the framework of  
the job;

• introduce professional compulsory 
evaluation process after the termina-
tion of  the internship.
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MOTION: PfE — 
STARTUP VISA

Presented by 
RCDS Germany

The demographic transformation is a 
serious challenge which all members of  
the European Union are facing. The EU 
already offers a visa for high-educated 
non-EU citizens, known as Blue Card and 
offers high skilled non-EU citizens an EU-
wide working permit. This permit is valid 
for three years and can be renewed after 
expiration. The Blue Card applicant must 
have a work contract or a binding job of-
fer. The person must earn at least 1.5 times 
the average gross annual salary paid in the 
Member State, where the Blue Card holder 
is planning to work.

Due to these requirements, it is quite dif-
ficult for young entrepreneurs to get the 
aforementioned Blue Card. This is espe-
cially relevant to people without a binding 
job offer, like start-up founders. For this 
reason, it is necessary to offer another type 
of  visa program for high skilled non-EU 
Citizens that particularly supports start-ups 
founded by non-EU-Citizens.

For instance, the Netherlands already offers 
such a visa program whereby young found-
ers from non-EU-countries can apply for 
a one-year-visa to build up their start-up. 
In order for eligibility, the applicants must 
prove the innovative value of  their idea, 
a financial status at a minimum of  about 
€16,000 per year and a step-by-step busi-
ness plan. However, the key is a facilitator 
in the member state of  destination, who 
supports and helps to develop the found-
ers’ idea. Similarly, another idea of  start-
up visa programs is the recently founded 
called “French Tech visa” which offers a 
four-year-residency permit for founders 
and their families, if  they meet certain 
criteria. Unfortunately, those kinds of  pro-
grams are not yet available in all EU-mem-
ber states.

In addition, the European countries should 

promote a better business climate for found-
ing and offer a “one-stop-shop” where the 
start-up visa holders and national start-ups 
get advice for implementing their start-up 
idea. In turn, this hub can act as a platform 
for networking between different start-up 
founders and local companies.

Ultimately, both the EU member states 
as well as the founders, benefit from the 
start-up visa program. EU members can 
oppose the lack of  skilled labor EU-wide 
while non-EU start-up founders can oper-
ate their businesses in the European Union. 
Therefore, a new kind of  visa must be es-
tablished in every EU-member state.

We, the European Democrat Students 
(EDS), the official student organization 
of the European People’s Party (EPP), 
recognise that:

• All Member states of  the European 
Union are facing the challenges of  the 
demographic transformation.

• Immigration of  high skilled people is 
necessary for the European economy.

• Start-ups offering the European Un-
ion innovative ideas and businesses.

• Another legal immigration program, 
in addition to the Blue Card, is nec-
essary.

We, the EDS, the official student 
organisation of the EPP, call upon 
European Institutions to:

• Establish a start-up visa program for 
non-EU-Citizens.

• Promote a good business climate in 
each member state.

• Establish a regulatory authority to su-
pervise the correct implementation of  
a criteria agreed upon by the Europe-
an Council.

• Provide a “one-stop-shop” which sup-
port start-up founders by the imple-
mentation of  their business ideas in 
each country.
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MOTION: EU19 —  
EDS MANIFESTO 
ON THE 
EUROPEAN 
ELECTIONS
 
Presented by 
EU19 WG

Approaching the next elections to the 
European parliament, we the European 
Democrat Students as an official stu-
dents’ association of  the European Peo-
ple’s Party, acknowledge that it is our 
duty to play an active role in the EPP’s 
campaign by contributing with ideas 
and initiatives as well as performing any 
tasks the leadership of  the EPP may see 
fit to assign to us.

We hereby recognise the following priority 
topics on which the EPP, together with the 
EDS, ought to focus during the next two years:

I. THE ROLE OF THE YOUTH
The youth of  every nation are a most 
valuable asset as they are the key to se-
curing the future wellbeing and pros-
perity of  the nation. It is therefore of  
utmost importance that the young peo-
ple are actively involved in the political 
processes which transpire within the so-
ciety. The role of  the youth in politics 
can however be considered twofold.

On the one hand, the young people 
ought to be our priority as a target elec-
torate population as they can be more 
reluctant to engage in any form of  po-
litical activity, as well as more suscepti-
ble to populist rhetoric. It is therefore of  
paramount significance that the EPP’s 
messages reach and engage the highest 
possible number of  young people.

On the other hand, the youth can be a 
particularly efficient instrument for spread-
ing our messages and reaching a broader 
group of  voters. Since young people are 
energetic, resourceful, creative and com-
municative, it often happens that they in-
spire people from other age groups who are 
otherwise more prone to cynicism.

II. BRING THE EPP CLOSER TO PEOPLE
One of  the reasons why people may feel 
indifferent or more impartial to European 
politics is in fact that they are not always 
completely aware of  how, specifically, their 
lives have been influenced and altered by 
decisions taken by the European institu-
tions. We therefore recognise the necessity 
to raise people’s awareness of  the work of  
the European institutions and of  the EPP’s 
contribution in particular. We feel that the 
citizens of  the EU ought to be informed 
and/or reminded of  the benefits, conveni-
ences and advantages they enjoy thanks to 
the efforts of  politicians from the EPP.

Another key element to making people 
more involved in European politics is by 
making the EPP more recognisable on a 
national level. It is our concern that the ma-
jority of  the citizens only recognise nation-
al parties and do not fully appreciate the 
importance of  European parties. Whilst 
we acknowledge that it is every European 
politician’s responsibility to promote the 
image of  the EPP in their own home coun-
try, we appeal to the leadership of  the EPP 
to be more proactive on a national level in 
promoting our values and supporting our 
candidates.

III. ONE INSTITUTION – SAME 
RULES

Presently each country elects Members 
of  the European Parliament according to 
its own voting system. This often results 
in considerable differences in the rules by 
which the MEPs from different countries 
have been elected. We consider the lack of  
a uniform voting system for the election of  
MEPs as major flaw in the process of  con-
stituting the legislature. Our considerations 
are as follows:

Every Member of  the European Parlia-

ment, regardless of  the country where he 
or she was elected, represents not only their 
own voters but the entire European popu-
lation.

The MEP’s duty is to defend the interests 
of  every European citizen.

Acts of  every single MEP, regardless of  the 
country where he or she was elected, may, 
if  successfully implemented, equally influ-
ence every single citizen in each and every 
member state.

All MEPs, regardless of  the country where 
they were elected, have the very same status 
and respective prerogatives, which include 
rights, obligations, and privileges.

Hence, we consider it natural, logical, and 
just to have a uniform system for the elec-
tion of  MEPs in all member states. We 
therefore encourage the EPP to initiate the 
necessary steps toward the harmonisation 
of  the electoral legislation, in issues regard-
ing elections to the European parliament.
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Communication and good dialogue 
are two of  the main pillars in building 
stronger societies. By strengthening the 
role of  dialogue, one also strengthens 
the societies and the communities in 
question. In today’s society, there is a 
constant threat to the traditional ways 
of  communication. The media is no 
longer seen as a source of  facts and in-
formation due to the increasing amounts 
of  fake news and deliberate misinforma-
tion going around. The youth of  today 
have a responsibility to educate them-
selves on how to distinguish the truth 
from the misinformation and fake news 
that are spread. They also have a re-
sponsibility to ensure that future gen-
erations grow up knowing who to trust 
for reliable and accurate information 
and news, and how to recognise when 
media outlets are publishing stories or 
information that is not true. 

The environment that is created by this 
misinformation and fake news is toxic. It 
pierces through to all parts of  society and 
establishes a level of  fear and uncertainty 
amongst people, as they feel they are not 
getting sufficient true information or of-
ten no information at all, on causes that 
concern them and the societies they live 
in. This also harms the politicians and 
their work, as well as the belief  the voters 
have in politicians. People will choose to 
believe the media outlets their preferred 
politicians point them in the direction of  
are giving them the correct information 
and are speaking the truth. The issue 
arises when one sees that there are count-
less accounts of  the same event or many 
descriptions of  what will happen politi-
cally, presented in different media outlets. 
The general population, lacking the skills 
and resources to decipher what to trust 
and who is informing them of  the “real 

truth”, are often misinformed.

There needs to be a further focus on 
deliberate communication of  facts and 
events regarding newly implemented 
policies and discussions surrounding 
them. The public has a right to be in-
formed, and it is also in the interest of  
trustworthy and proper politicians for 
the public to know the truth. 

“Fake news” is a new term and a phe-
nomenon only recently discussed, yet 
it is proving to be one of  the largest 
threats to democracy.  According to 
research shown in the Edelman trust 
barometer, people are quickly losing 
trust in traditional media outlets, as 
well as the barometer overall revealing 
a “global implosion of  truth” as the 
article posted by Edelman says. This 
is a trend that is increasing, and either 
needs to be stopped, or society and 
politicians worldwide need to adapt to 
what our new reality might look like. 

We, the European Democrat Students 
(EDS), the official student organisation 
of the European People’s Party (EPP), 

• Acknowledge the growing problem 
fake news presents

• Encourage politicians at all stages to 
work on creating a trustworthy and 
truthful dialogue between themselves 
and the public

• Acknowledge the struggles politicians 
face regarding creating a proper dia-
logue with their voters, and the impact 
this has on government trust and the 
general political landscape

• Acknowledge the importance of  dia-
logue in historical conflicts such as the 
FYROM name dispute

We, the European Democrat Students 
(EDS), the official student organisation 
of the European People’s Party (EPP), 
call upon the EU Member States to,

• Work on combatting fake news and 
deliberate misinformation by sup-
porting and strengthening the serious 
and trustworthy news outlets; publicly 
funded and regulated

• Work towards putting an end to the 
spreading of  fake news;

• Educate the public to recognise media 
outlets which spread fake news and 
deliberately misinforming their read-
ers, for them to have a better chance 
at finding and reading trustworthy in-
formation online and from other tradi-
tional media outlets.

• Utilise the international institutional 
framework to discuss and resolve dis-
putes, such as that relating to the FY-
ROM name dispute.

Council Meeting // 
Skopje, FYROM // 
16 December 2017

CONFERENCE 
RESOLUTION: 
THE ROLE OF 
DIALOGUE 
IN BUILDING 
STRONGER 
SOCIETIES
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MOTION: HE&R — 
PROGRAMMING 
AS A COMPULSORY 
SUBJECT IN 
PRIMARY 
SCHOOL 
CURRICULUM

Presented by 
HS Norway 

The world today is changing more than 
ever before. New technology launched 
on the market daily, making it clear that 
the future is heading towards program-
ming, coding and the digital world. Un-
derstanding coding and programming 
is incredibly useful for future genera-
tions and should therefore included as 
a primary school curriculum.

By introducing programming and cod-
ing into the primary school curriculum 
on a European wide basis, we would 
ensure that the skills of  the next gener-
ation are up to par with the challenges 
they may face. The labour markets of  
tomorrow will undoubtedly require a 
completely different set of  skills com-
pared to what we see and know today. 
Thus, by preparing the next genera-
tions for this we are setting them up for 
success.

Moreover, there is also often a dis-
cussion about a gender gap in certain 
fields of  study and work; male individ-
uals have been more prone to picking 
technology-based fields of  study such 
as engineering and computing, amongst 
others. By implementing coding and 
programming into the early years of  
learning, many believe one would also 
see a closure of  this gender gap. 

We, the European Democrat Students 
(EDS), the official student organisation 
of the European People’s Party (EPP), 

• Encourage to increase the knowledge 
and skills in coding and programming 
during the early years of  learning;

• Acknowledge the knowledge gap fu-
ture generations may face if  they are 
unable to understand and use pro-
gramming and coding at a basic level;

• Acknowledge the digital change that is 
speeding up and changing the labour 
market for both our and future gener-
ations.

We, the European Democrat Students 
(EDS), the official student organisation 
of the European People’s Party (EPP), 
call upon EU Member States to

• Include coding and programming into 
the curriculum at a primary school 
level;

• Educate teachers in basic program-
ming and coding skills at all levels of  
education.

Council Meeting // 
Skopje, FYROM // 
16 December 2017

MOTION: HR — 
HUMAN RIGHTS 
VIOLATIONS 
AGAINST 
DISABLED AND 
SICK ORPHANS 
ACROSS EUROPE 
AND ITS 
NEIGHBORING 
COUNTRIES
 
Presented by 
HS Norway 

Across Europe there are many disabled 
or otherwise sick children who live in 
orphanages. Their parents were often 
unable to care for them and lacked the 
financial resources it would require, and 
their care was taken over by the state. 
In many regions, people with disabilities 
are still viewed as second-class citizens 
and are often unwanted by their parents. 

These children have often been found to 
face inhuman and disturbing living con-
ditions. Their medical needs are not met 
and they are substantially neglected. This 
is a clear violation of  human rights which 
is often overseen by authorities. Reports 
by Disability Rights International (DRI) 
show human rights violations on the reg-
ular. Examples of  these include two re-
ports from Ukraine and Georgia, which 
show that children are malnourished and 
suffer life-threatening abuse. A research-
er for DRI was interviewed on her find-
ings in ‘The Guardian’ and she explained 
that in Georgia, infants with hydroceph-
alous (fluid buildup in the brain) were left 
untreated, in excruciating pain and in 
life-threatening conditions. This is a con-
dition which can be treated, and where 
one would normally expect the child to 
be able to lead a perfectly normal life. 
However, in most of  the cases report-
ed on from the DRI, such children died 
within institutions. 

The tragedy of  these lives and their 
deaths is indescribable. These are situa-
tions that should not be allowed to occur, 
meaning that it is in the interest of   the 
EU, including EU Member states and all 
European countries, to put an end to the 
immense suffering these children are ex-
periencing. Human rights apply to every-
one, regardless of  whether the child has a 
disability, and this needs to be respected. 

We, the European Democrat Students 
(EDS), the official student organisation 
of the European People’s Party (EPP), 

• Acknowledge the human rights 
violations which are happening at 
orphanages for disabled children 
in certain institutions, both in Eu-
rope and across the world;

• Acknowledge that human rights 
are equal for all, regardless of  
whether one has a disability or 
not;

• Work towards giving proper care 
and rehabilitation to all the chil-
dren that are currently suffering 
in these institutions, once they are 
released;

• Work towards putting an end to 
the institutionalisation of  disa-
bled children, where their human 
rights are violated.

We, the European Democrat Students 
(EDS), the official student organisation 
of the European People’s Party (EPP), 
call upon all European countries and 
the European Commission to, 

• Improve the situation in all or-
phanages for disabled children 
across Europe;

• Follow up on the human rights vi-
olations which occur on a regular 
basis within orphanages for disa-
bled children;

• Ensure proper treatment for all 
disabled children that are placed 
in orphanages across Europe.
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MOTION: HR —THE 
INADMISSIBILITY  
OF INVOLVING 
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THE ARMED 
CONFLICT IN 
THE EAST OF 
UKRAINE
 
Presented by YS 
Ukraine 

Conflicts have a disproportionate impact 
on children. Many of  them are victims of  
abductions, rape, recruitment and murder, 
they are mutilated and subjected to numer-
ous forms of  exploitation. However, argua-
bly the most cynical, is the use of  children 
as combatants. Children are often used as 
soldiers by different illegal armed move-
ments, since the governmental troops of  
most states of  the world in this regard are 
limited by current international legislation.

The armed conflict in the East of  Ukraine, 
which has been going on since 2014, af-
fects the lives of  approximately 580,000 
children living in uncontrolled to Ukrain-
ian government territories, as well as those 
who are on the front line. The United Na-
tions Children’s Fund (UNICEF) indicates 
that 19,000 children in this area are at high 
risk, because of  mines and ammunition, 
while 12,000 children live in areas, exposed 
to fire at least once per month. Apart from 
the immediate physical threat faced by 
these children, they also run the risk of  ex-
periencing deep emotional trauma. More 
than 200,000 children living in occupied 
districts of  Donetsk and Luhansk regions 
already need psychological help, and unless 
the situation improves, this number will 
continue to increase.

About 200 dead and about 500 wounded 
– these are only official figures for children 
affected by the conflict in the Donbas. 
However, these numbers do not include 
children who voluntarily or compulsively 
participated in military conflict. At pres-
ent, neither law-enforcement officers nor 
international organizations have adequate 
statistics on this issue. In the group of  chil-
dren who are at risk of  being involved in 
illegal armed formations, are; High School 
Students, Students of  Vocational Schools, 
Colleges, and First Year students at local 

Universities. At least 100 cases of  juvenile 
involvement in the armed conflict on the 
terrorists’ side in the Donbas were officially 
detected by human rights defenders from 
the outset of  armed confrontation in the 
East of  Ukraine. Half  of  these, were con-
nected with the participation of  children 
aged under 15 in this conflict. Such cases, 
in accordance with international humani-
tarian law - in particular the Rome Stat-
ute of  the International Criminal Court - 
would qualify as war crimes.

We, the European Democrat Students 
(EDS), the official student organization 
of the European People’s Party (EPP):

• Recall that, in the Universal Declara-
tion of  Human Rights, the United Na-
tions has proclaimed that childhood is 
entitled to special care and assistance;

• Are concerned about the involvement 
of  children in the armed conflict in the 
Donbas;

• Consider the participation of  children 
in armed conflicts as a war crime; and 
thus,

We call upon the European Union and 
the European Commission to:

• Provide the monitoring of  the obser-
vance of  the children’s rights in the 
occupied territories of  Donetsk and 
Luhansk regions of  Ukraine;

• Recognize as unacceptable an involve-
ment of  children in the armed con-
frontation in the Donbas by terrorist 
groups;

• Support further peaceful settlement 
of  the armed conflict in the East of  
Ukraine.

Council Meeting // 
Skopje, FYROM // 
16 December 2017

MOTION: HR — 
VIOLATIONS OF 
THE RIGHTS OF 
THE ROHINGYA
 
Presented by 
PWG HR

According to Article 1 of the United Nations Uni-
versal Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR), 
“All human beings are born free and equal in 
dignity and rights. They are endowed with reason 
and conscience and should act towards one anoth-
er in a spirit of brotherhood.” Moreover, Article 
2 states: “Everyone is entitled to all the rights and 
freedoms set forth in this Declaration, without dis-
tinction of any kind, such as race, colour, sex, lan-
guage, religion, political or other opinion, national 
or social origin, property, birth or other status.” 
Not to mention the right to life, liberty and security 
of person mentioned in Article 3.

However, despite the fact that many countries have 
adopted, signed or ratified the UN Declaration of  
Human Rights, these articles are still being disre-
spected across the globe, and several individuals or 
groups are still being deprived of their rights or suf-
fering persecution. 

Myanmar (Burma), one of the first countries to 
adopt the UDHR, has been struggling for decades 
with its application. November 2015 saw the end of  
almost half a century of military rule in Myanmar, 
when the National League for Democracy (NLD), 
led by Nobel Peace Prize Winner Aung San Suu 
Kyi, won the majority of seats in the landmark 
parliamentary elections. Nonetheless, mass killings, 
persecution of minority groups, and a general disre-
gard of basic human rights, continued to take effect 
across the country, especially among the Rohingya 
population. This was meticulously outlined during 
the Human Rights Watch 2017 report on Burma. 
The Rohingya are a Burmese Muslim minority 
group amounting to around 1.1 million people 
living in Myanmar, and are considered to be the 
world’s most persecuted people.

Following attacks by militants against governmen-
tal forces that occurred on August 25th of the year 
2017, Burma security forces, supported by Buddhist 
Militias, launched a “clearance operation” against 
the militant groups. The operation resulted in the 
murder of hundreds of the Rohingya people, as 
well as pushing more than twelve thousand to flee 

the country in fear of persecution.

Despite the call to end the violence, as well as the de-
mand on the Burmese Government to protect the 
Rohingya and ensure their safety, the violence has 
not ceased. This has led to demands by activists to 
strip Aung San Suu Kyi of her Nobel Peace Prize.

We, the European Democrat Students 
(EDS), the official student organization 
of the European People’s Party (EPP),

• Condemn the persecution of the Rohingya 
by the Burmese Army and Buddhist Militias;

• Respect the United Nations Universal Dec-
laration for Human Rights;

• Condemn the lack of action by the Burmese 
government and Aung San Suu Kyi in deal-
ing with this situation.

We call upon the European Union, 
European Council, European Parlia-
ment, the European Commission and 
Member States,

• To pressure the Burmese Government to 
respect the UNUDHR which Burma has 
ratified;

• To pressure the Burmese Government 
to put an end to the mass atrocities being 
committed against the Rohingya, and to 
judge those responsible for them;

• To pressure Aung San Suu Kyi to take 
the necessary actions to seize the viola-
tions against the Rohingya;

• To take all the necessary measures need-
ed to insure the full implementation of  
the UNUDHR in Burma;

• To push the United Nations to take active 
measures to deal with the alarming situa-
tion in Burma.
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MOTION: PfE — 
ENSURING THE 
FINALISATION 
OF RAILWAY’S 
MILESTONE 
PROJECT
 
Presented by 
SMD Poland 

In 2004, the European Union expanded 
to include ten new states, which, along 
with joining the Union through numerous 
reforms and investments, have embarked 
on the path to infrastructure, economic, 
social and cultural development. Today, 
after 13 years of  membership in the Un-
ion, one of  the essential projects imple-
mented under European funds mainly for 
this new, Eastern European part of  the 
community is Rail Baltica, which is sup-
posed to connect Berlin with Helsinki by 
Poland and the Baltic states. The comple-
tion of  the work is planned for 2030 and 
will affect the development of  many areas 
of  life. The investment is estimated at € 
5.8 billion, 85% covered by the European 
Union funds.

The investment is based on the construc-
tion of  a rail link between the Baltic 
States, where passenger trains are going 
to reach 240 kilometres per hour speed 
and freight trains - 120 kilometres per 
hour speed, the creation of  a new eco-
nomic corridor, improvement of  envi-
ronment conditions and development of  
connected industries.

We believe that the finalisation of  this 
investment will lead to significant devel-
opment of  society on numerous grounds.

Firstly, a planned travel time by a passen-
ger train from Tallinn to the Polish-Lith-
uanian border is going to be reduced to 
approximately 4 hours, which will be 
faster by 50% than by road transport. 
Planned freight journey will take around 
10 hours. Undoubtedly, comparing to to-
day’s standards, this investment will be 
a mile decrease transport costs of  both 
types, as well as improving its punctuality 
and reliability. Rail Baltica will also make 
Baltic countries more accessible for other 
European citizens.

Secondly, creating a fast railway line will 
have a positive impact on natural envi-
ronment. Railway transport is estimated 
to create CO2 emission reduction ben-
efits worth 3.0 billion EUR and air pol-
lution reduction benefits of  3.3 billion 
EUR value – contributing greatly to the 
EU’s global leadership in environmental 
sustainability. Furthermore, this invest-
ment is going to affect wildlife protection 
positively as well as reduce noise pollu-
tion. Eventually, Rail Baltica will create 
the conditions to save 400 human lives.

Also, this project is going to contribute 
to economic and tourism development, 
creating new job opportunities. Moreo-
ver, by creating Rail Baltica new logistic 
centres and start up’s, the unemployment 
rate among young Europeans will be re-
duced. This investment will develop ma-
rine ports and commerce. The Rail Bal-
tica project will create 13 000 full-time 
equivalent construction jobs and over 24 
000 Full-Time Employment (FTE) indi-
rect and induced jobs in related industries 
during the construction phase.

Rail Baltica enables better access to work, 
study, shopping, medical tourism, science, 
culture and entertainment etc. With the 
development of  labour markets, mobil-
ity and open borders, citizens of  these 
countries can move more easily to find 
employment.

In addition to the construction of  the 
railway, the surrounding infrastructure, 
such as access roads, city transportation 
and railway stations, will be modernised.

However, in 2017, disturbing informa-
tion began to suggest that the deadline 
for completion of  the Rail Baltic project 
could be seriously delayed.

We, the European Democrat Students, 
the official student organisation of the 
European People’s Party:

• Believing in the idea of  eliminating 
communication barriers as an im-
portant factor in European integra-
tion;

• Taking care of  sustainable develop-
ment based on improving the envi-
ronment;

• Striving for economic empowerment 
of  the community, increasing the 
number of  jobs and boosting trade.

• Emphasising on enabling young peo-
ple to acquire knowledge, travel and 
learn new languages and cultures;

• Promoting equality of  development 
opportunities between the different 
regions of  the European Union.

Call the EU institutions and the 
Member States to:

• Strengthen the cooperation of  states 
with the aim of  completing the in-
vestment in Rail Baltica project;

• Complete the whole work on Rail 
Baltica without delay;

• Consider the construction of  succes-
sive sections of  interstate railways in 
this area.
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Presented by 
EU19 WG 

The European Union is arguably the 
most successful example of  a voluntary 
union between sovereign countries 
that slowly, but steadily, is developing 
towards partial federalisation. The 
free movement and economic liberties 
were only the beginning after which 
more and more common policies were 
harmonised on an EU level, provid-
ing equal rights for all citizens of  EU 
member states – an achievement that 
has never been seen before in the his-
tory of  the European continent.

An instance of  a policy that would have 
been unthinkable in the beginning of  
the last century is; the stipulation of  
Articles 20 and 22 of  the Treaty on the 
Functioning of  the European Union, 
which provide every EU citizen resid-
ing in a Member State of  which they 
are not nationals the right to vote for 
and stand as a candidate in European 
Parliament elections, under the same 
conditions as nationals. The detailed 
arrangements for the exercise of  this 
right are laid down in Council Direc-
tive 93/109/EC of  6 December 1993.

Progressive as the idea is, it is still how-
ever only partially carried through. 
Even though there are common rules 
regarding elections to the European 
parliament, such as the principles of  
proportional representation, free and 
secret ballot etc., many important as-
pects of  the electoral procedure still 
vary from one member state to anoth-
er. Members of  the European Parlia-
ment are elected by direct universal 
suffrage as of  1979, which makes the 
absence of  a uniform electoral proce-
dure nearly four decades later increas-
ingly conspicuous and disturbing.

Whereas some of  the differences be-

tween the voting procedures concern 
technicalities – such as whether the 
voter ticks an option, crosses it, or 
writes it down; whether the ballot pa-
per contains only text or symbols as 
well, other nonconformities are far 
more significant such as whether elec-
tronic and/or distant voting is allowed 
or not; whether the voters have the 
right to vote preferentially for one or 
more candidates of  the party list or 
not at all, or even gender quotas for 
preferences that some countries have.  

The existence of  such discrepancies 
is ill-motivated since, pursuant to the 
Treaty on the Functioning of  the Eu-
ropean Union, MEPs are being elected 
not only by their own compatriots but 
hypothetically by citizens of  every EU 
member state. Furthermore, all the 
members of  the European parliament, 
after being elected receive an identi-
cal status with all rights, obligations 
and prerogatives that it carries which 
makes the polymorphic character of  
the electoral system even less justified.  

The further harmonisation of  elector-
al procedures for European elections 
is the next logical step for the Union. 
The existence of  an above-national in-
stitution, whose members are elected 
by a direct universal suffrage among 
the citizens of  all member states, as is 
the European parliament, is per se a 
grand political achievement. Europe-
an elections are arguably the emana-
tion of  EU citizenship because of  their 
unique and unprecedented nature. We 
should therefore make sure that on 
EU elections day every voter in every 
member state feels above all a citizen 
and a voter of  the European Union.

 

We, the European Democrat Students 
(EDS), the official student association 
of the European People’s Party (EPP),

• Emphasising on the value of  hav-
ing an above-national legislative 
institution elected by a direct 
universal suffrage formed out of  
every member state;

• Appreciating the common princi-
ples on which the European elec-
tions are built;

• Recognising the need to go further 
in the harmonisation in the voting 
procedures to the European Par-
liament;

• Keeping in mind that some mem-
ber states differ in form of  govern-
ment;

Call on the European Union in the 
face of its Institutions to:

• Work together along with the 
member states on the creation of  a 
universal electoral system for elec-
tion to the European parliament to 
the extent to which this is possible, 
while respecting the uniqueness of  
every country.
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A major issue for European politicians 
and the prospects of  the future of  Eu-
ropean policies is the mistrust that a lot 
of  young people show. The youth are the 
ones who at all levels show the most mis-
trust in their politicians and in changes, 
they often see in their countries. One of  
the main issues is that they do not feel 
properly represented by the politicians 
from a different generation. Another im-
portant issue that is causing problems all 
over Europe is that young people do not 
often believe enough that they can bring 
political change. By involving young peo-
ple in all channels of  decision making, on 
all levels, they will feel better represented 
and also more responsible for the chang-
es they see, both good and bad. The lack 
of  engagement and interest in political is-
sues amongst youth is something that can 
be seen; both on a national as well as an 
EU level. During the 2014 EU elections 
only 28% of  the eligible voters between 
18 and 24 voted, this was a record low. 

One of  the main ways of  encouraging 
youth to get involved in politics is by 
changing the perception of  young can-
didates getting elected in elections at all 
levels. By having young representatives in 
local governments, national governments 
as well as at an EU level, youths can see 
first hand how they can have an impor-
tant impact on the governments and pol-
icy changes. 

By encouraging youth politicians and 
people under the age of  30 to run for 
positions, one can have a crucial impact 
on the engagement of  youth on political 
issues. 

Voter turnout is also a crucial issue 
amongst the youth. There are many who 
claim their vote does not count, and does 
not make a difference, and therefore opt 

out of  voting in elections. Often this is 
also linked to the issue discussed above, 
in them not finding a candidate they feel 
represents them properly and sufficiently. 

Young people today have in many ways 
developed new and different forms of  
engaging with politics, other than vot-
ing. An increase can be noted in youths 
participating in demonstrations, online 
campaigns and volunteering for organ-
isations or associations which support a 
cause they believe in. Although these are 
also important ways of  participating in 
a democratic society, the major changes 
are often still brought about by the older 
population, as they are the ones who turn 
up to vote in the various elections. One of  
the possible solutions to this gap in dem-
ocratic participation is making sure that 
political parties also address the causes 
that are usually discussed in demonstra-
tions and online campaigns. By address-
ing the issues that are of  importance to 
the youth, more clearly, they increase the 
likelihood of  increasing the voter turnout 
amongst the youngest groups and general 
political participation.

We, the European Democrat Students 
(EDS), the official student organisation 
of the European People’s Party (EPP), 

• Acknowledge the importance of  youth 
participation in local communities;

• Demand that centre-right political 
parties address youth issues clearer 
and more thoroughly in their manifes-
tos;

• Acknowledge the benefit of  having 
young candidates and members in all 
stages of  government;

• Acknowledge the importance of  
addressing the mistrust that is seen 
amongst many young people towards 
politicians and political systems.

We, the European Democrat Students 
(EDS), the official student organisation 
of the European People’s Party (EPP), 
call upon all EPP member parties and 
EU Member States to:

• Actively work towards having young 
candidates in all levels of  government;

• Address youth issues more thorough-
ly through their political agendas and 
manifestos

• Work towards a higher youth partici-
pation in the EU’19 elections.
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MOTION: HE&R — 
UNIVERSITITES 
IN SET-PLAN

Presented by 
PWG HE&R

The UNI-SET (UNIversities in the SET-Plan) 
project aims to mobilise European universities 
to contribute to the ambitious European energy 
goals set out in the European Strategic Energy 
Technology Plan (SET-Plan), the European Ener-
gy Union and the Europe 2020 strategy for smart, 
sustainable and inclusive growth.

The project maps the activities of European uni-
versities in the field of energy and produces online, 
interactive maps displaying existing Masters, Doc-
torate and Research programmes.

Additionally, UNI-SET will survey potential em-
ployers in the energy field to gain an insight into 
current and future demand for professional skills 
and knowledge.

UNI-SET’s website provides the user with sever-
al tools and platforms: it is possible to check the 
“Roadmap for European Universities in Energy”, 
a platform where more than 300 universities share 
their knowledge and make their voices heard at 
the European level. It also outlines concrete ac-
tions to be implemented over the next six years in 
the areas of research, education, collaboration and 
outreach. 

While this Roadmap sets the overall framework 
for the mobilisation of the university community 
in energy, a set of thematic roadmaps will also be 
developed that address the challenges and oppor-
tunities of selected areas of the European Com-
mission’s SET-Plan.

It’s also possible to check the European Atlas of  
Universities in Energy Research & Education 
(University Energy Atlas). This contains informa-
tion about hundreds of Energy Research Pro-
grammes and Masters Programmes (in the field 
of energy), shows information about related doc-
toral schemes and you can find key information on 
energy-related educational and research activities 
at universities throughout Europe.

The project aims to identify opportunities for uni-

versities to engage in new multi-disciplinary activi-
ties tackling energy-related challenges. It also aims 
to reduce fragmentation of European universities’ 
research, education and training capacities in the 
energy field. Additionally, it seeks to provide op-
portunities for universities to contribute to policy 
discussions and to engage in dialogues on the de-
velopment of the SET-Plan, Horizon 2020 and to 
participate in consultations on European energy 
matters and related areas.

UNI-SET is a Coordination and Support Action 
funded by the European Commission’s (EC) Sev-
enth Framework Programme (FP7), coordinated 
by EUA and implemented jointly with KU Leu-
ven, representing the universities in KIC InnoEn-
ergy.

The project aims to mobilise, facilitate and in-
crease universities’ involvement in the European 
Strategic Energy Technology Plan (SET-Plan) 
and work more efficiently towards realising a 
low-carbon society.

We, the European Democrat Students 
(EDS) the official EPP’s students’ 
organisation are:

• Recognising the importance of focusing 
more on the UNI-SET programme;

• Underlining the importance of cooperation 
between universities and businesses to use the 
best synergetic effect.

Call on the European Commission to:

• Constantly expand the UNI-SET project 
and provide more funds for its meetings;

• Open the project to more Universities, es-
pecially in non-EU European countries, to 
spread the project’s benefits towards the con-
tinent and profit from the networking system;

• Spread the project in higher education insti-
tutions and technical institutes with national 
events around the EU countries.

Council Meeting // 
Krakow, Poland // 
24 February 2018

MOTION: HR — 
HUMAN RIGHTS 
IN VENEZUELA
 
Presented by 
PWG HR

In 2017, Venezuela witnessed violent protests as 
opposition leaders faced off with President Nico-
las Maduro and his supporters. Anti-government 
protesters wanted Maduro to step down, accus-
ing him of  eroding democracy. Protests devolved 
into violent clashes with riot police, leaving thou-
sands arrested, hundreds injured, and 66 dead. 
A 17-year-old Venezuelan protester died in fero-
cious clashes. The opposition claimed they he 
was killed by a tear gas canister fired straight at 
him. The state prosecutor’s office announced a 
probe, without giving details.

Freedom and human rights in Venezuela are un-
der threat.

According to the Human Rights Watch report 
of  2017 “Under the leadership of  President 
Hugo Chávez and now President Nicolás Ma-
duro, the accumulation of  power in the executive 
branch and erosion of  human rights guarantees 
have enabled the government to intimidate, per-
secute, and even criminally prosecute its critics”.

Venezuela joined the International Covenant on 
Civil and Political Rights which states that “free-
dom of  expression and thought are guaranteed 
rights provided at the hand of  sovereign states”. 
However, the United Nations Human Rights 
Committee expressed its concerns about a num-
ber of  aspects of  human rights protection in 
Venezuela and recommended the State to adopt 
measures to increase awareness of  the Covenant. 

According to the Article 4 of  the United Na-
tions Universal Declaration of  Human Rights 
(UDHR), “No one shall be held in slavery or 
servitude; slavery and the slave trade shall be 
prohibited in all their forms”. Unfortunately, this 
virtuous article is unachievable for most people 
in Venezuela.

The freedom of  expression and freedom of  press 
are enshrined in the Constitution of  Venezuela 
in line with international standards. However, 
Freedom House ranks the press in Venezuela as 

“Not free”. According to the international organ-
ization following a sharp decline in press freedom 
under the government of  Hugo Chávez, condi-
tions for media have grown worse under the ad-
ministration of  President Nicolás Maduro, who 
has increased government interference in private 
media and continued developing a communi-
cations apparatus that is meant to act as a state 
mouthpiece. A number of  reporters faced mo-
tivated prosecutions and spurious charges over 
the past years. Amnesty International, Human 
Rights Watch, Reporters without Borders as 
well as other organisations raised their concerns 
about the violations of  freedom of  expression in 
the country. 

As reported by U. S. Department of  State, over 
the past five years, Venezuela is a source and des-
tination country for men, women, and children 
subjected to sex trafficking and forced labor. Ven-
ezuelan women and girls, including some lured 
from poor interior regions to urban and tourist 
centres, are subjected to sex trafficking and child 
sex tourism within the country. Venezuelan 
women are subjected to forced prostitution in 
Latin America and Caribbean island countries. 
Venezuelan children are exploited within the 
country, especially frequently by relatives, in do-
mestic servitude.

Last year the Venezuelan opposition won the 
European Union’s human rights award, the 
Sakharov prize. The president of  the European 
Union Parliament, Antonio Tajani, said many 
people in Venezuela had been deprived of  their 
fundamental freedoms and EP must defend de-
mocracy, freedom and human right and that is 
why the democratic opposition of  Venezuela has 
been awarded the Sakharov Prize for Freedom 
of  Thought.

The human rights restrictions and daily econom-
ic degradation crisis causing humanitarian crisis 
in Venezuela require resolute actions by the in-
ternational community.
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We, European Democrat Students (EDS), 
the official student of the European 
People´s Party (EPP)

• Condemning of  the Maduro regime 
for the systematic deterioration of  Hu-
man rights, then break down of  civil 
society in Venezuela;

• Expressing solidarity with Venezue-
lan´s citizens;

• Respecting the United Nations Uni-
versal Declaration for Human Rights 
in Venezuela;

• Respecting the International Cove-
nant on Civil and Political Rights.

Call upon the European Union, European 
Council, European Parliament, the 
European Commission and European 
member states to:

• Consider humanitarian intervention 
in Venezuela;

• Take necessary actions to prevent 
and sanction the sexual trafficking of  
smugglers with Venezuelans in the ter-
ritory of  a Member States;

• Pressurise the Venezuelan government 
to respect the rights of  all citizens of  
Venezuela and ensure the full imple-
mentation of  the UNUDHR;

• Implement economic and travel sanc-
tions on the Venezuelan government 
and people with ties to the Venezuelan 
government;

• Launch an investigation of  crimes 
against humanity in compliance with 
the Article 7 of  the Rome Statute of  
the International Criminal Court.

Council Meeting // 
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MOTION: HR — 
SAFEGUARDING 
THE HISTORY,  
SYMBOLS  AND 
TRADITIONS  OF 
EUROPEAN 
MINORITIES

Presented by 
Fidelitas Hungary 

The Conference Resolution (30th Septem-
ber 2017 – Students for Minority Rights), 
adopted by the EDS Council, made it clear 
that Europe needs stricter regulation on 
minority rights,. This is because the respect 
of  rights of  all minorities do not appear 
in a lot of  cases across Europe. There are 
different standards in the declaration of  
minority rights in different countries, and 
because of  this, the adaptation of  the prin-
ciples recognised by international law is not 
equal, and their fundamental freedom and 
human rights are abused in various cases. 

According to the Treaty on the Function-
ing of  the European Union, the Union, 
and the Council, acting unanimously in 
accordance with a special legislative proce-
dure and after obtaining the consent of  the 
European Parliament, may take appropri-
ate action to combat discrimination based 
on sex, racial or ethnic origin, religion or 
belief, disability, age or sexual orientation”. 
Nonetheless, these actions are not always 
applied. 

As a recent scandal, in the case of  the 
Szekler minorities in Romania, it is clear-
ly seen that these declared rights and the 
actions against discrimination are not re-
spected, especially in the statement of  the 
Former Prime Minister of  Romania in Jan-
uary. However, the Constitution of  Roma-
nia declares the rights of  the minorities in 
Article six.

According to the mentioned case and the 
declared laws, the necessity of  the stricter 
regulation in the case of  minorities is clear. 
The European Union should firstly regu-
late the freedom of  expression through all 
minorities’ symbols and crafts There are 
several cases in different countries across 
Europe where the national minorities are 
not allowed to use their native language, 
national flag or street signs in their own 

language. The minority rights and the free-
dom of  expression includes the free usage 
of  of  all minorities’ symbols to help the 
minorities protect their national identity. 
There is no punctual regulation in the Eu-
ropean Union on the usage of  symbols and 
in similar cases. 

Besides this, the European Ombudsman, 
who “investigates complaints about malad-
ministration in the institutions and bodies 
of  the European Union” is overloaded and 
is not able to reach every area of  the acquis 
communautaire which should be regulated. 
Around 770 million people live in Europe, 
the total number of  national or ethnic mi-
nority populations in Europe is estimated 
at 105 million people, or 14% of  770 mil-
lion Europeans. Therefore, it is clear that 
more attention has to be paid to minority 
rights on a regional basis, since one office 
can not protect 665 million of  majority 
people and 105 million of  minorities. The 
inequality and the problems mentioned 
before could be solved with five regional 
Ombudsman deputies (North, South, East, 
West, Central) under the monitoring of  the 
European Ombudsman. This system of  
deputies could provide the proper protec-
tion for  minorities and supervision of  the 
governments to respect the declared laws. 
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We, European Democrat Students (EDS), 
the official student’s organization of the 
European People’s Party (EPP) recognizing:

• the International Conventions and 
State constitutions about minority 
rights;

• that the protection of  the rights of  
national and ethnic minorities are our 
common interests across the European 
Union and the neighbouring coun-
tries;

• that every citizen in the European Un-
ion has the right to keep and guard 
their identity, no matter where they 
live, and that governments have to re-
spect this;

Call upon the European Union, the 
European Commission and the 
Member States to:

• provide monitoring for the protec-
tion and equality of  minorities’ rights 
across Europe,

• establish a regional Deputy Ombuds-
man system for better transparency 
across Europe and for fair and objec-
tive consideration in the cases of  mi-
norities;

• Setting up a more effective regulation 
for the rights of  minority communi-
ties,enhancing the protection of  the 
rule of  law and usage of  minority 
symbols.

Council Meeting // 
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MOTION: HR — 
HUMANITARIAN 
CRISIS IN YEMEN
 
Presented by 
PWG HR

Ever since the outbreak of  the demonstra-
tions in Yemen in January 2011 which led 
to former President Saleh handing over 
his power, and the election of  Abd-Rabbu 
Mansour Hadi as President in February 
2012, the situation in the country has gone 
from bad to worse.

Years of  war, and a campaign led by Saudi 
Arabia against the Iran supported Houthi 
rebels has torn the country to pieces. At-
tacks on civilians including children, the 
use of  cluster weapons, and attacks on 
health care facilities has so far resulted in 
at least 4,125 (dead?) and 7,207 wound-
ed since the start of  the campaign on 26 
March 26 2015.

As if  this wasn’t enough, on 6 November, 
the Saudi-led coalition announced a tem-
porary blockade on all of  Yemen’s airports, 
seaports and land crossings, preventing 
humanitarian workers and supplies from 
reaching the country, subsequently increas-
ing fuel prices by 60% and water prices by 
133%. One cannot forget to mention how 
disastrous the impact of  this blockade was 
on the country.

The Humanitarian situation in Yemen has 
become critical, and the numbers published 
by the World Health Organization in an 
infographic about Yemen are very alarm-
ing. The infographic shows the need for 
humanitarian aid, lack of  access to clean 
water, food insecurity and risk of  famine, 
malnourishment, risk of  cholera, and de-
creased access to health services. Other 
reports on the country from international 
newspapers state that around 7 million are 
at risk of  famine, and around 2 million are 
suffering from acute malnutrition.

Moreover, according to several reports, 
Yemen is said to be suffering from the larg-
est outbreak of  cholera  since the past 50 

years, with around 2,000 people having 
died from the disease so far and more than 
half  a million infected. Other reports claim 
that around 900,000 people have been in-
fected by the disease.

Due to the situation being at critical levels, 
serious action needs to be taken to put an 
end to the war and to one of  the worst hu-
manitarian crises in the world.

We, the European Democrat Students 
(EDS), the official student organisation 
of the European People’s Party (EPP),

• Condemn the parties, Saudi Arabia and 
Iran, involved in the Yemen proxy war;

• Respect the United Nations Universal 
Declaration for Human Rights;

• Condemn the lack of  action by the in-
ternational community, and the part-
ner nations of  the parties in the Yemen 
conflict, in dealing with the humani-
tarian crisis;

• Recognise the alarming humanitarian 
crisis in Yemen and the haste needed 
to fix the situation;   

• Acknowledge that efforts needs to be 
taken by European governments and 
European institutions to end the war 
in Yemen.

We call upon the European Union, 
European Council, European Parlia-
ment, the European Commission and 
Member States to:

• Pressure the parties, Saudi Arabia and 
Iran, in the Yemen war to respect the 
UNUDHR which they have ratified 
and ensure full implementation
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• Pressure the Saudi Arabian and Irani-
an governments to put an end to the 
war and to put an end to the humani-
tarian crisis for people in Yemen;

• Pressure the international community 
and the partner nations of  the parties 
in the Yemen war to take necessary ac-
tion to seize the violations against the 
people in Yemen and to end the war;

• End, or at least minimise, trade relations 
with Saudi Arabia and Iran if  they do 
not end the proxy war and put an end to 
the humanitarian crisis in Yemen;

• Push the United Nations to take active 
measures to deal with the alarming 
crisis in Yemen.
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MOTION: PfE — 
BANNING 
INTENTIONALLY 
ADDED 
MICROPLASTICS 
IN PERSONAL 
CARE PRODUCTS
 
Presented by 
HS Norway 

Plastic microbeads or microplastics 
are defined as; any intentionally 
added, solid plastic particles that 
are water-insoluble, and 5mm or 
less in size. These particles are of-
ten added to personal care products. 
They are mainly seen in lotions and 
body scrubs, but can also be found 
in toothpaste, face creams, make-up 
and other cosmetic products. 

The plastic microbeads found in per-
sonal care products are only a very 
small part of  the large microplas-
tics issue, yet it is the area where it 
is the easiest to make changes and 
completely remove the use of  plastic 
microbeads. 

Microplastics pose a large threat to 
our marine environment and can go 
a long way in completely destroying 
certain eco-systems. They are also 
often consumed by aquatic organ-
isms. 

The use of  plastic microbeads in 
cosmetic and other personal care 
products is completely redundant 
today. One can get the same effect 
by replacing the plastic microbeads 
with, for example, salt crystal par-
ticles, which are just as cost-ef fec-
tive and do not pose any threat to 
the environment. Many of  the major 
cosmetics companies have already 
removed all plastic microbeads from 
their products, and one can already 
see a reduction in microplastics 
coming from personal care prod-
ucts in Europe just in the last couple 
of  years. Therefore, the European 
Democrat Students wish to ban all 
use of  plastic microbeads in person-
al care products. 

We, the European Democrat Students 
(EDS), the official student organisation 
of the European People’s Party (EPP), 

• Acknowledge the importance in pro-
tecting aquatic organisms from mi-
croplastics;

• Encourage all EU Member States to 
ban the use of  plastic microbeads in 
personal care products.

We, the European Democrat Students 
(EDS), the official student organisation of 
the European People’s Party (EPP), call 
upon the European Commission and all 
EU Member States to:

• Ban the use of  plastic microbeads in 
all personal care products.
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MOTION: PfE — 
INTENSIFICATION 
OF EFFORTS TO 
CREATE A DIGITAL 
MARKET IN 
EUROPE
 
Presented by YS 
Ukraine 

Technological  transfor mation and 
digital isat ion have profound ef fects 
on our jobs,  industry,  education 
and the social  security system. As 
stated in The Rome Declaration, 
i t  i s  necessary for Europe to adopt 
technological  changes to ensure 
a prosperous and stable future for 
i ts  ci t izens.  In addit ion, while ad-
dressing the problems that arise in 
a changing world,  European coun-
tries should of fer their ci t izens both 
protection and new opportunit ies.

Europe should be ahead in develop-
ing fundamental  and breakthrough 
technologies for i ts  society,  econo-
my and security.  The younger gen-
eration should be making Europe 
a more attractive platfor m for the 
data economy. This encompasses 
the free movement of  data,  which 
is  the central  freedom of  the digital 
age.

The Tall inn Digital  Summit,  which 
took place on September 29th 2017, 
recognised the need for cooperation 
between EU member states to cre-
ate a “digital  Europe”. The intro-
duction of  a s ingle digital  market 
by the end of  2018 is  crucial ,  as is 
the need to invest  in infrastructure 
and research, as wel l  as art i f ic ial 
intel l igence and supercomputers.

An important and paramount goal 
for al l  EU member states in the 
implementation of  the European 
Digital  Market is  the removal of  
certain interstate barriers.  These 
include taxes,  specif ic protection 
of  intel lectual  property r ights,  cop-
yright and tenure rights,  logist ics 
and other fundamental  dif ferences.

We, the European Democrat Students 
(EDS), the official student organisation 
of the European People’s Party (EPP):

• Take into account the need to create 
a unified and transparent system for 
the circulation of  services, capital and 
population in the European continent;

• Understand the importance of  fair 
competition in the European market;

• Consider the need to remove barriers 
between the buyers and the sellers, re-
gardless of  the points of  their actual 
location in Europe;

• Determine the inevitability of  optimis-
ing Europe’s technological capabilities 
as a necessary component of  the con-
tinent’s competitiveness in the world 
market.

Call upon the European Union and 
the European Commission to:

• Unify the legislation in the area of  dig-
ital trade;

• Develop common standards for the 
protection of  consumers’ rights in the 
digital sphere;

• Support educational programs aimed 
at creating a digital business environ-
ment in Europe.
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EMERGENCY 
MOTION:  
CONDEMN-
ING TURKEY’S 
PROVOCATIONS 
IN THE REPUBLIC 
OF CYPRUS EEZ
 
Presented by 
FPK Protoporia Cyprus

We the European Democrat Students, 
are tracking the interference of  Turkish 
military vessels in the Exclusive Eco-
nomic Zone of  the Republic of  Cyprus. 
Such coercive means are a definite and 
flagrant violation of  the international 
law and the sovereign rights of  the Re-
public of  Cyprus, as well as of  the EU 
itself  as these incidents are happening 
in an EU territory. 

We, the European Democrat Student 
(EDS), the official student organisa-
tion of the Europeans People’s Party 
(EPP) recognise that:

• The Republic of  Cyprus has the 
sovereign right to research and ex-
ploit its own natural resources, in 
line with the EU acquis and inter-
national law, including UNCLOS.

• Turkey’s aggressive rhetoric and of-
fensive acts further complicate the 
efforts to find a permanent solution 
to the Cyprus problem.

• The exploitation of  Cyprus hydro-
carbons will benefit all the people 
of  Cyprus and Europe.

Call on the European Commission and the 
Member States to appeal for the respect 
of international law and call for Turkey to:

• Terminate the violation of  the sov-
ereign rights of  the Republic of  
Cyprus to research and explore its 
own natural resources within its 
EEZ.

• Respect the international law and 
refrain from any aggressive actions 
within the area.

• Return to the negotiating table for 

a peaceful and comprehensive set-
tlement of  the Cyprus problem.

• Normalise the relations within the 
broader neighbourhood which is in 
the whole region’s best interest, in-
cluding Turkey.
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Modern communication possibilities and 
strategies have changed the way every-
one communicates. Anything from how 
we talk to each other on a personal level, 
to business communication as well as po-
litical communication has changed. Now, 
it is easier than ever before for citizens 
to engage in political discussions, com-
municate and discuss with their elected 
representatives and to receive informa-
tion regarding the policy changes that 
are happening in their communities. The 
new media environment has also brought 
forward a new set of  challenges. Fake 
news and deliberate spreading of  misin-
formation is a particularly challenging is-
sue for modern society. All areas of  soci-
ety have had to learn how to navigate the 
new world of  modern communication. 

Young people today will be a generation 
growing up with fake news and its chal-
lenges, as well as the endless opportuni-
ties these modern communications strat-
egies may bring with them. Despite being 
a generation of  digital natives, it is still 
necessary to give them the right guidance 
and tools to continue using the opportu-
nities they are given through our chang-
ing media environment. Media literacy 
needs to be a vital part of  education. 

Young people today need to understand 
the opportunities they have been handed 
through modern technology, to partici-
pate in politics and the current political 
debate. Also, politicians need to better 
use digital tools in their campaigns to 
reach the younger audience better and 
more efficiently. The European election 
in 2019 is fast approaching, and digital 
media needs to be used as a tool to in-
volve young people in the political pro-
cess, by receiving inputs from online 
campaigning tools.

We, the European Democrat Students 
(EDS), the official student organisation 
of the European People’s Party (EPP), 

• Acknowledge the importance of  intro-
ducing media literacy into education; 
to allow future generation to navigate 
the changing media environment bet-
ter and more efficiently;

• Work towards more and better use of  
digital media as an online campaign 
tool across Europe in the EU and na-
tional elections;

• Acknowledge all the challenges as well 
as positive sides the changing media 
environment brings with it.

We, the European Democrat Students 
(EDS), the official student organisation 
of the European People’s Party (EPP), 
call upon all EPP member parties and 
EU Member States to,

• Improve the use of  digital media as 
a tool to involve young people in the 
political process, by receiving inputs 
from their perspectives during an on-
line campaign tool in EU and national 
elections across the EU;

• Introduce media literacy in school 
subjects across the EU to better pre-
pare the current and future genera-
tions to navigate the changing media 
environment.

Council Meeting // 
Riga, Latvia // 
21 April 2018

CONFERENCE 
RESOLUTION: 
POLITICAL 
COMMUNICATION 
IN A CHANGING 
MEDIA 
ENVIRONMENT, 
ENGAGING 
YOUNG PEOPLE 
WITH MODERN 
COMMUNICA-
TION STRATE-
GIES
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MOTION: HER — 
EUROPEAN 
HIGHER 
EDUCATION 
INSTITUTIONS 
AND DEMOCRATIC 
STUDENT 
PARTICIPATION
 
Presented by 
PWG HER 

Students of  European universities and in-
stitutions of  higher education are required 
to meet high standards of  flexibility, chang-
ing social necessities and structures. They 
play an important role when it comes to 
university culture and are equally essential 
as lawmakers, other stakeholders, and the 
administration, especially when it comes 
to quality assessment and quality manage-
ment in the education sector. Throughout 
the students’ democratic structure, the 
students can be at the centre of  any devel-
opment, change and improvement to the 
higher education sector.  

However, this vital role is not embraced by 
all European countries. Missing democrat-
ic structures for appropriate and effective 
student representations as well as student 
self-governance bodies are evidence of  
this lack of  recognition. Open elections 
institutions of  higher education as well as 
proper legal and institutional frameworks 
for students’ rights of  self-governance are 
key aspects of  those democratic structures, 
necessary to fulfil this important role.  

Currently, many universities and insti-
tutions of  higher education have differ-
ent structures and modes of  student rep-
resentation. Although they vary in their 
legal status, rights, financial budgets, legal 
frameworks and structures,  a major defi-
cit is the lack of  official national student 
representations. The establishment of  such 
representations is most certainly a difficult 
challenge. These challenges include the 
federal structures of  each country, the or-
ganisations of  a group of  this magnitude, 
the difference in size of  the countries them-
selves, the different anchoring of  educa-
tional provisions and the current anti-stu-
dent policy making. Lastly, most student 
self-governance organisations are based 
on volunteer work, which makes a possible 

professionalisation of  these organisations 
even more challenging.  

The unification of  the European education 
system was the main goal of  the Bologna 
process, and it did affect universities and 
institutions of  higher education on many 
levels. It affected their organisational struc-
tures, quality management, a common 
credit transfer system and simplification of  
the degree systems. It is meant to be a guid-
ance tool for national policy makers and 
educational institutions alike. It heavily re-
lies on, adapting existing systems to create a 
joint network of  European universities and 
institutions of  higher education. Never-
theless, quality standards, suggestions and 
requirements for student self-governance 
or student representation – or best practice 
examples of  existing structures – are yet to 
be established.  

The reform of  the education system has 
had a unifying impact on what was a very 
heterogeneous landscape, except in the 
field of  student representation – in which 
there is no best practice implemented 
across Europe. Thus, the unification of  stu-
dent self-governance organisations should 
be the next item on the agenda. Students 
across Europe would benefit from a strong-
er and unified voice, clearer structures and 
more rights within their individual organ-
isation – the education sector itself  would 
benefit from more participation of  all Eu-
ropean students. 
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We, the European Democrat Students 
(EDS), the official student organisation 
of the European People’s Party (EPP),  

• Recognise the importance of  student 
participation and the students’ voice to 
improve higher education institutions 
and their overall quality; 

• Are fully aware of  the problems in het-
erogeneous structures in student rep-
resentation bodies and non-existent 
student representations, while we rec-
ognise the diversity and grown nation-
al traditions in organising universities 
and higher education institutions; 

• Believe in the benefits of  having struc-
tured student councils to aid the de-
velopment of  the tertiary education 
sector; e.g. direct feedback structures 
through student representatives. This 
ensure quality management, quali-
ty assurance, or in the form of  think 
tanks for advancing the local or na-
tional education systems, with student 
representatives being the strongest and 
most direct stakeholders for education 
and a focus therein;

We, the European Democrat Students 
(EDS), the official student organisation 
of the European People’s Party (EPP),  

• Support the establishment or strength-
ening of  official, national, democrat-
ically elected student representation 
bodies in all European countries; 

• Endorse the establishment or strength-
ening of  official, local, democratically 
elected student representation bodies 
at all universities and higher education 
institutions in Europe; 

• Advocate the creation of  proper legal 

foundations and legal frameworks, in-
cluding the status of  a legal entity for 
these representative structures, in or-
der to be able to act independently; 

• Call for an accountable and independ-
ent funding system for these student 
representation bodies; 

• Advocate for the creation of  a ‘best 
practice’ criteria and quality assess-
ment systems at a European level to al-
low for the standardisation of  national 
and local representative bodies, and 
to facilitate the resolution of  national 
problems and monitor the implemen-
tation of  a homogeneous system; 

• Call for institutions of  higher education 
boards to allocate at least two votes to 
the elected student representatives.
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MOTION: HR — 
RIGHTS OF 
INDIGENOUS 
PEOPLE IN 
CANADA
 
Presented by
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In 2018, the rights of  indigenous peo-
ple continue to be violated across the 
globe. Alarming poverty, disease and 
illiteracy rates, insufficient access to 
health care, education, civil rights, 
including political participation and 
representation remain among the 
most critical violations.

Indigenous people are considered to 
be ethnic groups who are the origi-
nal inhabitants of  a given region, in 
contrast to groups that have settled, 
occupied or colonised the area more 
recently. They are also known as first 
peoples, aboriginal peoples or native 
peoples.

In September 2007, the United Na-
tions General Assembly adopted the 
United Nations Declaration on the 
Rights of  Indigenous People (UN-
DRIP) which states in its 1st article: 
“Indigenous peoples have the right 
to the full enjoyment, as a collective 
or as individuals, of  all human rights 
and fundamental freedoms as recog-
nised in the Charter of  the United 
Nations, the Universal Declaration of  
Human Rights and international hu-
man rights law”.

Canada, though having a strong re-
cord on core civil and political rights 
protection which is guaranteed by the 
Canadian Charter of  Civil Rights and 
Freedoms, is still behind in regard to 
the rights of  indigenous people in 
Canada. 

Although it is a founding member of  
the United Nations, Canada was one 
of  4 countries that voted against the 
United Nations General Assembly 
which adopted the United Nations 
Declaration on the Rights of  Indig-

enous People in 2007. It wasn’t until 
2016 that Canada adopted the UN-
DRIP .

In 2015, when Prime Minister 
Trudeau came to power, he pledged 
to mend the broken relationship with 
Indigenous People across the coun-
try and ensure that their rights were 
respected. However, these rights still 
suffer major violations. The Human 
Rights Watch (HRW) report on Can-
ada highlights the fact that among 
other Human Rights violations in 
the country, the issue of  the rights of  
Indigenous People, is still of  a major 
concern. 

Indigenous people still suffer from 
systemic poverty, housing, water, san-
itation, healthcare, and education 
problems in Indigenous communities, 
particularly those in remote and rural 
areas. For instance, inadequate access 
to clean, safe, drinking water contin-
ues to pose a major public health con-
cern in many of  these communities. 

Another alarming issue is the violence 
against indigenous women and girls. 
HRW’s 2018 report states that: “In-
digenous women and girls are more 
vulnerable to violence than their 
non-Indigenous counterparts in every 
province and territory of  Canada”.

We, the European Democrat Students 
(EDS), the official student organisation 
of the European People’s Party (EPP),

• Recognising the United Nations Uni-
versal Declaration for Human Rights,

• Recognising the United Nations Dec-
laration on the Rights of  Indigenous 
People,

104 105



• having regard to the European Con-
vention for the Protection of  Human 
Rights and Fundamental Freedoms,

Call upon the European Union, European 
Council, European Parliament, the 
European Commission and Member States,

• To put pressure on the Canadian gov-
ernment to respect the United Nations 
Declaration on the Rights of  Indige-
nous People which it had previously 
adopted.

• To push the Canadian Government to 
take all necessary measures to ensure 
that the rights of  Indigenous People 
in Canada are fully respected, in line 
with the United Nations Declaration 
on the Rights of  Indigenous People.

• To encourage the Canadian Govern-
ment to take action  upon the perpetra-
tors of  violent acts against Indigenous 
People, women and girls in particular. 
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MOTION: HR — 
SECURING A 
FREE AND OPEN 
INTERNET
 
Presented by 
HS Norway

To truly be able to guarantee freedom 
of  speech, expression and the right 
to information, as well as working to-
wards an open, free and competitive 
market on digital arenas, everyone 
should be given the right to equal 
and unlimited access to the Internet. 
This means that all Internet Service 
Providers (ISP) should be required by 
law to neither limit nor increase the 
access to certain websites or online 
functions for some users, unless it is 
done for all users. If  it is not ensured 
that all users have the same opportu-
nities to connect and use the services 
they wish,  smaller companies without 
deals with ISPs will be at risk of  los-
ing their source of  income, as larger 
companies will have an advantage in 
securing these deals with the ISPs.

In a worst-case scenario, one can 
experience a situation where infor-
mation that the ISP does not like, is 
blocked from the user to see. This is 
why it is important to address this is-
sue head on and as early as possible, 
so the problem does not get out of  
hand. 

We, the European Democrat Students 
(EDS), the official student organisation 
of the European People’s Party (EPP),

• Acknowledging the importance of  a 
free and competitive digital market 

Call upon the European Union, European 
Council, European Parliament, the 
European Commission and Member States,

• To secure an open and free Internet by 
facilitating a competitive market and 
secure net neutrality for all EU citizens 
as Internet users.
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In February-March 2014 Crimea was ille-
gally annexed by the Russian Federation. 
This resulted in unprecedented repres-
sions against all those who openly opposed 
the occupation: murders, kidnappings, 
political reprisals, fines and interroga-
tions, demonstrative lawsuits, searches of  
houses and mosques, prohibition of  free 
movement, restrictions on the study of  
Ukrainian and Crimean Tatar languages 
amongst others. The indigenous people 
of  the Crimea, the Crimean Tatars, are 
subjected to special oppression.

Many governments, international institu-
tions (the United Nations, the European 
Parliament, the OSCE, PACE) and hu-
man rights organisations (“Human Rights 
Watch”, “Amnesty International”) have 
paid attention to the deterioration of  the 
situation with the rights of  the Crimean 
Tatars over the past four years. One of  
the areas where there is a significant dete-
rioration of  rights of  the Crimean Tatars 
is freedom of  the media and the right to 
access to information.

Television channels “ATR” and “Avdet” 
were among the Crimean Tatar media, 
which refused to re-register under the laws 
of  the Russian Federation, so they had to 
cease their activities on the peninsula in 
2015. Other popular Crimean Tatar me-
dia, in particular, the children’s television 
channel “Lale”, radio stations “Meydan” 
and “Leader”, the “QHA” news agency, 
also were refused to issue the license for 
the activity in Crimea. The Verkhovna 
Rada of  Ukraine adopted legislative acts 
providing the state support for the Crime-
an Tatar media. As a result, most of  these 
media were able to resume their activities 
on the mainland of  Ukraine, but they 
were blocked by the Russian occupation 
authorities in the Crimea.

Mass searches in the homes of  Crimean 
Tatars began in May 2014 and continue 
to this day. According to human rights 
activists, Russian law enforcement bodies, 
on the pretext of  searching for weapons, 
drugs and banned literature, checked the 
dwellings of  more than a thousand peo-
ple over four years. In homes, mosques 
and educational institutions, security ser-
vices are looking for literature from the 
federal list of  extremist materials, where 
there are more than 2500 items. It is not 
just books, but also leaflets, newspapers 
and brochures.

In 2017, the occupation “Ministry of  Do-
mestic Politics, Information and Commu-
nications” of  annexed Crimea introduced 
the filtering of  information flow on the 
Internet in order to react to “illegal con-
tent”. As a result, independent Crime-
an media websites “Crimean Events”, 
“The Center for Journalistic Investiga-
tions” and “BlackSeaNews”, as well as 
the Crimean Tatar Internet resource “15 
Minutes” have been listed as banned. 
These websites were charged with the fact 
that they posted the news about the activ-
ities of  Crimean Tatar community, which 
could be regarded as extremist.

Presently, in Crimea there are no perma-
nent missions of  international organisa-
tions and special missions that monitor 
violations of  the rights of  the Crimean 
Tatars, therefore it is necessary to find 
opportunities for the presence on the 
peninsula of  international organisations 
representatives, especially in the area of  
human rights. It is necessary to continue 
to strengthen the information direction, 
pay attention to cases of  violation of  hu-
man rights of  Crimean Tatars, and also 
prevent development of  censorship on 
the peninsula.

We, the European Democrat Students 
(EDS), the official student organisation 
of the European People’s Party (EPP): 

• Realising the vital need for the media 
freedom and the right to access to in-
formation;

• Supporting territorial integrity of  
Ukraine;

• Recognising Crimean Tatars as indig-
enous people of  Crimea.

Call upon the European Union and 
the European Commission to: 

• Maintain sanctions against Russian 
Federation for actions against the ter-
ritorial integrity of  Ukraine;

• Negotiate with the Russian govern-
ment in order to ensure the work of  
human rights organisations missions 
on the Crimean Peninsula;

• Support the Crimean Tatars media, 
which continue to operate on the 
mainland of  Ukraine.
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Apple and other major tech companies like 
Microsoft and Google will return $400 Bil-
lion offshore cash which was originally lo-
cated in Ireland and other Member States 
of  the EU. This results from thorough US 
tax reforms. Major economic powers are 
shifting their tax systems to become at-
tractive for companies and investors. The 
European Union cannot fall behind. If  the 
Union wants to remain relevant in this vul-
nerable, utile, competitive and agile-world 
– and if  it wants to have an impact as a 
major economic player, then it must lev-
el-up and come forward as a strong Single 
European Market. 

Having 28 different taxation systems is not 
fostering the attractiveness of  the Union 
as a trading block. Moreover, 28 different 
corporate tax systems in the EU create 
opportunities for aggressive tax planning, 
negatively affecting tax morale and tax 
fairness among the Member States. This 
internal competition is costly for the Union 
as such and negatively impacts the resil-
ience against external competitors. These 
28 differences have high compliance costs 
for companies, and hamper investment. 
Moreover, most national tax systems favour 
debt over equity financing, which increases 
debt levels and affects the resilience of  the 
economy. In addition, businesses in the EU 
under invest in R&D compared to other 
big economies. These problems are driven 
by the internationalisation of  businesses 
and increasingly mobile profits. Unilateral 
action of  every Member State cannot ad-
dress the key problems. They increase com-
plexity, further hampering the evolution of  
the single market and adding obstacles to 
investment and growth.

Therefore, the European Democrat Stu-
dents applaud the initiative of  the Com-
mission to re-launch the Common (Con-

solidated) Corporate Tax Base. The 
Commission concludes that: “It has become 
clear to the international community that the 
current rules for corporate taxation no longer 
fit the modern context. Corporate income is 
taxed at the national level, but the economic 
context has become more globalised, mobile 
and digital. Business models and corporate 
structures have become more complex, making 
it easier to shift profits. Given that Europe’s 
priority today is to promote sustainable growth 
and investment within a fairer and better in-
tegrated Single Market, a new framework is 
needed for a fair and efficient taxation of  cor-
porate profits.” 

The general aim of  the CCTB directive 
itself  is to establish a single set of  rules 
for calculating the corporate tax base in 
the EU’s internal market. It is commonly 
agreed that the establishment of  the com-
mon corporate tax base should precede 
consolidation of  multiple bases. The 
more specific aims of  either the CCTB or 
CCCTB are plural. 

The first aim is to stimulate growth and in-
vestment within the EU by (i) simplifying 
the complex corporate tax system to re-
duce compliance costs and administrative 
burden; (ii) eliminating double taxation 
risks and other existing discriminations and 
restrictions; (iii) creating incentives to invest 
in the EU by supporting R&D and inno-
vation and (iv) by reducing tax-induced 
distortions of  investment and financing de-
cisions. The second aim is to enhance the 
fairness of  the tax system within the EU by 
addressing the main reasons for corporate 
tax avoidance: (i) reducing cross-border tax 
planning and (ii) creating a level playing 
field between domestic and multinational 
companies.

The proposals provide that both the CCTB 
and CCCTB will firstly apply to groups of  

companies permanently established in an 
EU member state, belonging to a taxpay-
er who is resident in the EU and having a 
consolidated turnover exceeding EUR 750 
million during the financial year. Smaller 
companies and start-ups whose turnovers 
are below this threshold would be granted 
a right to opt-in. 

To have a positive impact, the CCTB pro-
posals now provide for an enormous tax de-
duction for companies investing in research 
and development, where companies spend-
ing up to €20 million on R&D would be 
entitled to an additional yearly deduction 
of  50%, exceeding up to 100% for start-up 
companies. Moreover, the proposals pro-
vide for a tax deduction that encourages 
companies to use equity rather than debt 
to finance their growth. This will incentiv-
ise small companies to use capital markets 
and in general reduce the private sector’s 
reliance on debt. 

Whereas the CCCTB directive in essence 
proposes that consolidated taxable prof-
its of  a multinational corporate group are 
shared between those member states in 
which the group is active. This would be 
done using a specially designed apportion-
ment formula, where each member state 
will then be able to tax its apportioned 
share of  the profit at its own national tax 
rate (which is a sovereign right of  member 
states).

The proposals feature an effective tool 
for attributing income to where the 
value is created, through a formula 
based on three equally weighted fac-
tors: assets, labour and sales. These 
factors are attached to where a compa-
ny earns its profits and they are there-
fore more resilient to aggressive tax 
planning practices than the transfer 
pricing methods. 

We, the European Democrat Students 
(EDS), the official student organisation 
of the European People’s Party (EPP):

Endorse the Commission’s proposals to re-
launch the two legislative initiatives to es-
tablish a common (consolidated) corporate 
tax base in the EU;

• Acknowledge the need for a strong 
Single Market to compete with other 
big economies in order to remain rele-
vant on the global level;

• Realise that a common corporate tax 
system increases the attractiveness of  
the Union for multinationals and in-
vestors;

• Wish to promote growth, investments 
and tax fairness within the EU;

• Recognising that establishing the na-
tional tax rate is a sovereign right of  
the member states.

Call on the Council, the European 
Parliament and EU Member states to:

• Adopt the proposals of  the Commis-
sion regarding the Common Corpo-
rate Tax Base;

• Enhance legislation works to fulfil ex-
pectations with the Common Consoli-
dated Corporate Tax Base.  
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About 2 billion tonnes of  waste are 
generated in EU countries annually, 
and this figure increases every year. 
At the same time, there are different 
ways how to deal with garbage pollu-
tion. In many cities of  the EU Mem-
ber States, there are garbage recycling 
plants that accept a wide range of  
waste - from glass to plastic. The eco-
nomic effect of  such plants is undeni-
able - 70-80% of  the waste received 
at these plants is recycled. Voluntary 
collection of  garbage and its transfer 
to recycling centres are encouraged 
in the EU countries, as well as local 
authorities provide communities with 
containers for waste of  different types. 
Such measures greatly facilitate recy-
cling, and consequently make it cheap-
er. In addition, the legislation in the 
sphere of  waste management in the 
EU is quite strict and is determined 
by different documents. Mainly, there 
are three of  them: Directive 1999/31/
EC on the landfill of  waste, Directive 
2000/76/EC on the incineration of  
waste and Directive 2008/98/EC on 
waste (Waste Framework Directive). 
Separate directives define the recycling 
management of  hazardous waste, bat-
teries, cars and electrical equipment.

However, the states of  Western Europe 
have been successful in the sphere of  
garbage recycling at the present stage, 
while in Eastern Europe the opposite 
situation can be noted: there are still 
a lot of  dumps and recycling is very 
poorly developed. For example, in Ro-
mania and Bulgaria about 5-7% of  ac-
cumulated domestic waste is recycled, 
but it was with the support of  stronger 
partners in the EU, that they began to 
actively deal with the garbage problem 
in recent years. The problem of  recy-

cling is even more acute in the “East-
ern Partnership” countries, where only 
about 4% of  the waste is recycled. In 
these countries, in fact, there is a sys-
tem for waste utilisation, established 
in Soviet times, which is based on the 
disposal of  garbage. This is the cheap-
est way, and many dumps were created 
there, including illegal ones. On the 
one hand, no one controlled or inter-
rupted their expansion, and on the 
other, an entirely different waste man-
agement system, which is based on 
sorting and recycling, was not created. 

Ukraine, Georgia and Moldova, ful-
filling their obligations under the As-
sociation Agreements with the EU, 
in 2012-2017 adopted legislative acts 
aimed at improving the situation in the 
area of  sorting and recycling of  waste. 
Despite the high level of  legislative in-
terest in waste, there is little progress 
in recycling. There is a lack of  neces-
sary infrastructure in these countries: 
there are no recycling plants, not all 
settlements have garbage sorting lines, 
and even in capitals not all houses 
have containers for separate garbage 
collection. There is no state policy and 
legislation in Armenia, Azerbaijan 
and Belarus in the field of  waste man-
agement and recycling.

At present, it is necessary to stimulate 
more actively the usage of  modern 
methods of  prevention of  waste gener-
ation and its recycling in the “Eastern 
Partnership” countries. Such an em-
phasis will increase the influence of  
the European Union on the process of  
introducing new ways of  business man-
agement in these countries and will do 
much more than the EU support of  the 
projects related to landfill management.

We, the European Democrat Students 
(EDS), the official student organisation 
of the European People’s Party (EPP): 

• Understanding the need to preserve the 
environment;

• Taking into account the necessity of  gar-
bage recycling in all European countries;

• Realising the will of  the “Eastern Partner-
ship” countries to achieve the EU stand-
ards in the area of  garbage recycling.

Call upon the European Union and 
the European Commission to: 

• Support and require implementation 
of  legislative acts on wastes in the 
“Eastern Partnership” countries;

• Support initiatives of  NGOs from the 
“Eastern Partnership” states on gar-
bage recycling;

Call upon the governments of the 
“Eastern Partnership” countries to:

• Take measures for implementation of  
legislative acts on wastes;

• Develop state strategies for garbage 
recycling;

• Actively cooperate with NGOs in the 
area of  garbage recycling.
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As the quality of  water worsens and the 
demand for it increases, competition for 
hydrological resource between its consum-
ers becomes more acute over time. This 
process has the most destabilising effect 
in river basins that cross national borders. 
Each country has obvious motives for tak-
ing and using water where it is under its 
political control. At the same time, there 
is no direct incentive to preserve or pro-
tect stocks in the interests of  users locat-
ed beyond national borders. The greatest 
concern of  countries located in the lower 
reaches of  rivers is water pollution, large 
dams or canals that are constructed for 
water supply, irrigation, hydropower or 
flood control, as they can reduce the qual-
ity and quantity of  water reaching the ter-
ritory of  such countries and also to influ-
ence the ecosystems along the river bed.

With the Maastricht Treaty of  November 
1st, 1993, environment and water protec-
tion were for the first time established as 
objectives of  the European Union. There 
are seven trans-border rivers in Europe, 
the area of  basins of  which is more than 
100 thousand square kilometres (Danube 
(817 sq. km.), Dnieper (504), Vistula (198), 
Rhine (188), Elbe (148), Oder (120), Oral 
(237) and the total area of  their basins is 
20% of  the entire European continent 
area. At the present stage, it is necessary 
to strengthen the political, legal and insti-
tutional frameworks for interstate cooper-
ation, taking into account the established 
practice of  trans-border water coopera-
tion. The most successful European ex-
amples of  such partnership are cross-bor-
der interactions at the Danube and the 
Rhine river basins. The legal regulation 
of  the use of  the Danube’s water resourc-
es takes place through such documents 
as the Convention regarding the Regime 
of  Navigation on the Danube (1948), the 

Declaration of  the Danube Countries to 
Cooperate on Questions Concerning the 
Water Management of  the Danube (the 
Bucharest Declaration, 1985), the Con-
vention on cooperation for the protection 
and sustainable use of  the river Danube 
(1994). The main element of  international 
cooperation of  the Rhine basin countries 
is the International Commission for the 
Protection of  the Rhine against Pollu-
tion (ICPR, 1950). The main principle on 
which such water cooperation is based is 
that the use of  the rivers flowing through 
the territories of  several states should not 
damage either of  them.

The experience of  the Danube and the 
Rhine makes sense to be applied in the 
context of  solving ecological problems in 
the basins of  other trans-border rivers. 
The Convention on the Protection and 
Use of  Transboundary Watercourses and 
International Lakes, initiated by United 
Nations Economic Commission for Eu-
rope in 1992, was ratified by 40 European 
states and the European Union and can be 
the basis for specific cooperation regarding 
each river. The principles of  good-neigh-
bourliness, reciprocity, non-discrimination 
and good faith should be the basis of  such 
cooperation. At the same time, countries 
need to develop the necessary skills in fi-
nancing, managing and negotiating on the 
rivers issues. A primary approach to solv-
ing emerging problems should be the part-
nership of  all stakeholders. This requires a 
new culture in cross-border environmental 
relations, involving not only governments 
and local authorities, but also business, in-
dustry, banking institutions and non-gov-
ernmental organisations. Further progress 
is needed in the development of  the con-
cept of  material and legal responsibility for 
trans-border water pollution, which will be 
acceptable for the entire Europe.

We, the European Democrat Students 
(EDS), the official student organisation 
of the European People’s Party (EPP): 

• Recognising the problem of  trans-bor-
der water pollution;

• Taking into account the necessity for 
protection of  trans-border rivers eco-
systems;

• Emphasising the need for deepening 
trans-border rivers pollution manage-
ment in Europe.

Call upon the European Union and 
the European Commission to: 

• Encourage interstate cooperation 
in the area of  joint protection of  
trans-border rivers water resources;

• Initiate the establishment of  legal 
mechanisms for the management of  
trans-border pollution of  European 
rivers;

• Take measures for international mon-
itoring of  the ecological conditions in 
the basins of  trans-border rivers.
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Council Meeting // 
Riga, Latvia //
21 April 2018

EMERGENCY 
MOTION: 
EDS SUPPORTS 
DAPHNE PROJECT. 
EXPECTS TOUGH 
REACTIONS TO 
REVELATIONS.

Presented by 
SDM Malta 

EDS would like to express its support to-
wards the work of  the 45 journalists, from 
18 different international media houses’ 
initiative, to continue investigating cor-
ruption and money laundering cases, 
which were first revealed by assassinated 
Maltese journalist Daphne Caruana Gali-
zia. The idea behind the Daphne Project, 
is to collect more than 750,000 files and 
official documents in order to complete 
and publish the stories of  the slain jour-
nalist. The project motto is “They killed 
the journalist. But not the stories”.

In light of  the latest revelations relating a 
Maltese Cabinet Minister with one of  the 
alleged murderers, as well as the publica-
tion of  a money trail from Azerbaijan and 
energy projects to bank accounts linked 
with another Maltese Cabinet Minister 
and the Prime Minister’s Chief  of  Staff, 
EDS is expecting an appropriate reaction 
from the Maltese Government, which has 
lacked in action, so far.

EDS is also expressing its support to the 
Maltese people in their quest of  having 
the rule of  law respected, and independent 
institutions fully functioning without any 
political interference. The Maltese youth 
want to live in a truly European democrat-
ic country. 

EDS notes the efforts made by the Europe-
an Parliament throughout the past months, 
through representations of  its President, 
Antonio Tajani, various resolutions, votes 
and also the launch of  the Malta rule of  
law delegation. This is another example 
through which the European institutions 
are seen as the shield of  European citizens.

It is in this light, that we strongly urge 
other European institutions to ensure 
that the rule of  law is functioning in all 
EU Member States, including Malta.
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EDS SUMMER 
UNIVERSITY: 
EUROPEAN 
LEADERS OF 
TOMORROW
 
Location: 
Varna, Bulgaria 

Dates: 
25-30 July 2017 
 

The Summer University of  the working 
year 2016/17 was held from July 25th to 
July 30th in Varna, Bulgaria under the 
theme: “European Leaders of  Tomorrow”.

EDS was friendly welcomed in Varna, Bul-
garia by its member organization MGERB. 
During the event the young people from 
all over the Europe had the opportunity 
to meet and to speak with highly valuable 
speakers about the future of  Europe and 
about its future young leaders. Vania Kole-
va, Vice Minister of  Youth and Sports in 
Bulgaria, gave us an overview of  the pro-
grams that are implemented in Bulgaria in 
order to involve more young people in the 
economical, social and cultural life of  the 
country. Ivan Portnih, Mayor of  Varna city, 
spoke about the development of  the Var-
na city and how he manages to integrate 
young people in the city’s development and 
support the right opportunities for them; 
he mentioned that in Varna young people 
have access to many IT opportunities be-
cause of  the development of  startups and 
entrepreneurial ecosystem. Gueorg Dan-
ielov, Deputy Minister of  Foreign Affairs 
of  Bulgaria, Chairman of  MGERB and 
EDS Alumni, and Andrey Novakov, MEP, 
Forbes 30 Under 30 and EDS Alumni, 
had a speech about how they succeeded as 
young people to build a successful politi-
cal career, what challenges did they over-
come as young people and what it means 
to be young in the European Union today. 
Paulo Rangel, MEP, EPP Vice President, 
had an inspirational speech about the Eu-
ropean Union, the cooperation between 

member states and other european coun-
tries, populism and how will european idea 
will remain viable during the hard times 
we are going through.Tsvetan Tsevtanov, 
Head of  Parliamentary group of  GERB, 
Vice-Chairman of  Political Party GERB, 
talked about the Bulgarian Parliamentary 
and Presidential elections and how young 
people were involved in this process. Boyko 
Borisov, Prime Minister of  Bulgaria, Chair-
man of  Political Party GERB spoke about 
the achievements of  Bulgaria in political 
terms and how he plans to improve and 
continuously work in order to contribute to 
the country’s growth and progress.

During the event, the Annual Meeting also 
took place. That was the highlight of  the 
event due to the fact that a new Executive 
Bureau was elected. Virgilio Falco was 
elected as Chairman. Sara Juriks, Tommi 
Pyykkö, Pantelis A. Poetis, Beppe Galea, 
Libertas Ezako, Robert Kiss were elect-
ed as Vice Chairs. Tomasz Kanietzki was 
elected as Secretary General of  EDS. Fur-
thermore, during the Council Meeting two 
organization gained the observer member 
status: CSJ SaS Luxembourg and Youth 
for Innovation Serbia and others two or-
ganization gained the full membership sta-
tus, namely the Fidelitas Hungary and YS 
Ukraine.

The participants also discussed the Con-
ference Resolution and split into each of  
the Working Groups to discuss and develop 
the motions to be presented at the Council 
Meeting.
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SKILLS 
TRAINING 
WORKSHOP
 
Location: 
Brussels, Belgium 

Dates: 
8-10 September 2018 
 

For the second consecut ive  year, 
EDS organised the Ski l l s  Training 
Workshop in Brusse l s  for  a l l  Bul l -
sEye Editor s,  Working Group Co-
Chair s  and members  of  the Socia l 
Media Team. The Ski l l s  Workshop 
was  held at  the EPP Headquarter s.

The programme s tarted on Thurs-
day and the part ic ipants  were of -
fered an ins ight  into the work of  
the European Union on Transat-
lant ic  Relat ions  with EPP Pol i t i -
ca l  Adviser  Nathan Shepura.  Mr 
Shepura discussed the current  pol -
icy  pr ior i t ies  of  the EPP on these 
i s sues.

On Friday,  the EPP Communica-
t ion and Market ing Of f icer,  Matteo 
Albania addressed the part ic ipants 
on “How to Bui ld  a  Socia l -Media 
Strategy That  Works”.  This  was 
fo l lowed by a  discuss ion among the 
part ic ipants.

The Co-chair s  were tra ined on a l l 
aspects  of  their  work:  f rom ident i -
fy ing pol ic ies  to  tur ning their  ideas 
into motions  and leading the work-

ing g roups.  They lear nt  to  rec-
ognise  re levant  topics  and s take-
holders,  and had a brainstor ming 
sess ion on ideas  for  mot ions.  The 
Co-Chair s  pract i sed leading the 
working g roups in  a  ro le  p lay work-
shop and received tools  to  wri te 
background papers  and motions  as 
wel l  as  indiv idual  feedback.  The 
workshops resul ted in  mot ions  for 
the next  event  and work plans  for 
the upcoming year.

The edi tor s  a l so  underwent  a  se-
r ies  of  t ra ining sess ions  des igned 
to  improve their  sk i l l s  and equip 
them with useful  knowledge for 
the tasks  ahead.  Further more,  the 
Bureau a l so  held i t s  second Bu-
reau Meet ing of  the working year 
2016/17.

EDS were further  treated to  an 
exclus ive  address  by Her man Van 
Rompuy,  for mer Pr ime Minis ter  of  
Belg ium and for mer Pres ident  of  
the European Counci l .
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COUNCIL 
MEETING: 
STUDENTS 
FOR MINORITY 
RIGHTS
 
Location: 
Cluj-Napoca, 
Romania 

Dates: 
27 September - 
1 October 2017 

For the f i r s t  Counci l  Meet ing of  
the new working year  2017/18, 
EDS was war mly welcomed by 
RMKDM in Cluj  Napoca,  Roma-
nia.  The event  took place from 27 
September to  1  October  2017.  The 
topic  was  “Students  for  Minori ty 
Rights” .

Key people  f rom Romania spoke 
to  part ic ipants  on the var ious  mi-
nori ty  g roups which are present  in 
Romania.  The event  was  opened 
by The Execut ive  Pres ident  of  
RMDSZ, Porcsa lmi  Bál int ,  opened 
the event .  He spoke about  the im-
portance of  communicat ion with 
our communit ies  and how s tudent 
organisat ions  p lay an important 
ro le  in  organis ing events.  For mer 
MP Moldován Jozsef  addressed the 
part ic ipants  on his  exper ience in 
Parl iament .

On Friday,  delegates  had the 
chance to  hear  f rom MEP Winkler 
Gyula who spoke about  cul tural 
ident i ty  and how minori ty  i s sues 
are  perceived in the European Par-
l iament  and in the Commiss ion on 
Minori ty  Issues.  He shared his  own 

view on diver s i ty  and sa id that  d i -
ver s i ty  must  be def ined in a  pos i t ive 
way because i t  represents  r ichness, 
d i f ferent  languages  and cul tural 
backgrounds and exchanges.  In the 
same sess ion,  a  keynote speech was 
del ivered by Vincze Loránt ,  Pres-
ident  of  FUEN (Federal  Union of  
European Nat ional i t ies )  and pre-
sented the Minori ty  Safe  Pack Ini -
t iat ive.  The part ic ipants  were a l so 
invi ted to  s ign the European Cit i -
zen’s  Ini t iat ive  on the topic .

On Friday as  wel l ,  the part ic ipants 
d i scussed the Conference Reso-
lut ion and spl i t  into each of  the 
Working Groups to  discuss  and de-
velop the motions  to  be presented 
at  the Counci l  Meet ing.  For  this 
working year  a  new ad-hoc Work-
ing Group cal led “European Elec-
t ions  2019” has  a l so  been created.

On Saturday,  the f i r s t  Counci l 
Meet ing of  the Working Year was 
held at  Bánf fy  Cast le,  an archi tec-
tural  monument s i tuated in Bonţ i -
da,  a  v i l lage in  the v ic ini ty  of  
Cluj -Napoca.
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BALTIC TRIP: 
4 COUNTRIES, 
4 DAYS

Location:
Poland, Lithuania, 
Latvia and Estonia 

Dates:
8-12 November 2017 

EDS Baltic Trip took place from 8th to 
12th of  November and followed the route 
from Warsaw, Vilnius, Riga to Tallinn. Our 
study visit aimed to get an insight of  this 
key and strategic region for the European 
security as well as to enhance cooperation 
with the Youth from Baltic states and stu-
dents’ communities. Within four days, we 
hold more than 12 meetings with NGOs, 
students, political leaders, and representa-
tives of  local and national institutions. We 
managed to attract high social media inter-
est and proved to our partners that Europe 
and EPP community is close to them.

At the first day, in Warsaw, EDS visited 
headquarters of  the Civic Platform (PO). 
Afterwards, a tour of  the Parliament was 
organised together with young MPs, Ark-
adiusz Marchewka, Agnieszka Pomaska, 
Arkadiusz Myrcha and Kinga Gajewska, 
who explained the current political situa-
tion in Poland. Finally, a visit to the NGO 
creativity centre took place. During the vis-
it, EDS also talked to the Deputy Mayor of  
Warsaw Michał Olszewski and EPP Vice 
President Rafał Trzaskowski. We discussed 
EPP resolution on the Smart and Green 
Cities, which may be helpful for the Polish 
authorities for an upcoming local election 
in 2018.

The second day, in Vilnius, EDS was hosted 
by the Young Conservative League (JKL) 
in the Lithuanian Parliament. A panel was 
organised to tackle the Ostrovets case from 
a geopolitical and energetic perspective. 
Mindaugas Liutvinskas, Senior Economist 
at Bank of  Lithuania and former Chief  
of  Bureau of  JKL, moderated the panel. 
The discussion was held with the former 
Minister of  Energy Jaroslav Neverovic and 
advisor to the Prime Minister, Arnoldas 
Pikzirnis. We have also talked to represent-
atives of  the Homeland Union – Lithuani-

an Christian Democrats (TS/LKD).

On the third day, EDS arrived in Riga. 
While being in the Latvian capital, EDS 
had a meeting in the fraction offices in 
the Parliament with Ojars Eriks Kalnins, 
Chair of  the parliamentary Foreign Affairs 
Committee. The second session was with 
Head of  KAS for the Baltic States, Elis-
abeth Bauer. Afterwards, the EDS leader-
ship headed to the Vienotiba Youth Con-
gress. We took the floor before the election 
of  Santa Zarāne as new national leader of  
Vienotiba Youth branch. EDS promised its 
support during next year local elections in 
Latvia.

On the last day, EDS was present in Esto-
nia at the convention of  the Pro Patria and 
Res Publica Union (IRL). Mr Helir-Valdor 
Seeder, the President of  IRL welcomed 
EDS and underlined his support for the 
European People’s Party. Afterwards, we 
hold the meeting with Mr Urmas Reinsalu 
and Mr Siim Kiisler –Justice and Energy 
ministers, who explained their priorities 
for Estonian presidency in the European 
Council. During the meeting cybersecuri-
ty, educational and environmental policies 
were discussed. Finally, in Tallinn EDS 
organised a session with Alumni.
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COUNCIL 
MEETING: 
YOUNG 
LEADERS 
ACADEMY – 
THE ROLE OF 
DIALOGUE 
IN BUILDING 
STRONGER 
SOCIETIES
 
Location: 
Skopje, 
FYROM 

Dates: 
14-17 December 2017 

For the second Counci l  Meet ing of  
the working year  2017/18,  EDS was 
war mly welcomed by YFU VMRO 
DPMNE in Skopje.  The event  took 
place from 14 December to  17 De-
cember.  The event  was  held under 
the theme “Young Leaders  Acade-
my – The role  of  d ia logue in  bui ld-
ing s tronger  societ ies” .

During the event ,  the young peo-
ple  f rom al l  over  Europe had the 
opportuni ty  to  meet  and to  speak 
with highly  valuable  speakers 
about  the prospects  of  EU enlarge-
ment ,  f reedom of  express ion and 
associat ion,  f ree  media and fake 
news.   The event  was  opened by 
the Johannes  D.  Rey,  Ofic ia l  Rep-
resentat ive  of  Konrad Adenauer 
Foundat ion,  Kater ina Jakimovska, 
Wil fr ied Martens  Centre  for  Eu-
ropean Studies,  Vladimir  Neloski , 
Chair man of  YFU of  VMRO-DP-
MNE and Virgi l io  Falco,  Chair man 
of  EDS.  On Friday delegates  had 
the chance to  hear  f rom Hris t i jan 
Mickoski ,  Secretary General  of  
VMRO-DPMNE and Slagana Dim-
iskova,  Jour nal i s t  about  the threat 

of  fake news and how i s  poss ible  to 
dis t inguish truth and untruth now-
adays.  In the same sess ion,  keynote 
speeches  were del ivered by Niko-
la  Poposki ,  MP and for mer Minis -
ter  of  Foreign Af fa ir s  and Patr ick 
Vol ler,  EPP Secretary of  Exter nal 
Relat ions  that  gave us  an overview 
about  the long march towards  the 
EU: Candidates,  neighbours  and 
the prospects  for  enlargement .  On 
Friday as  wel l ,  the part ic ipants  d i s -
cussed the Conference Resolut ion 
and spl i t  into each of  the Work-
ing Groups to  discuss  and develop 
the motions  to  be presented at  the 
Counci l  Meet ing.

On Saturday,  the second Counci l 
Meet ing of  the Working Year was 
held at  VMRO-DPMNE Headquar-
ter s.  During the Counci l  Meet ing 
were e lected 2 new Vice-Chair s  for 
2  remaining pos i t ions :  Radu Mi-
haela ,  TLDM Moldova and Gerge-
ly  Losonci ,  F idel i tas  Hungary.  Fur-
ther more,  dur ing the meet ing,  we 
have met  Nikola  Gruevski ,  Pres i -
dent  of  VMRO DPMNE and for-
mer Pr ime-Minis ter  of  FYROM.
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EDS WINTER 
UNIVERSITY: 
EUROPE AND 
YOUNG LEAD-
ERS OF LOCAL 
COMMUNITIES
 
Location:
Krakow, Poland
 
Dates: 
21-25 February 2018 
 

EDS Winter University 2018 was held in 
Krakow, Poland, from 21 to 25 February 2018 
under the theme of  “Europe and Young lead-
ers of  local communities”.

Keeping with EDS tradition, we started the 
year with our Winter University, this time in 
the historical and dynamic city of  Kraków, 
Poland, together with the Konrad Adenau-
er Foundation in Poland, MEP Róża Thun 
and under the patronage of  Jacek Krupa, the 
Marshal of  the Małopolska Region. Our aim 
was to support PO youth before local elections 
planned for Autumn this year.

From February 21st until the 25th, we have 
provided knowledge and training to over one 
hundred young political representatives from 
every corner of  the continent. The first day 
was spent at one of  the oldest military air-
fields in Europe, the Muzeum Lotnictwa w 
Krakowie. We had the chance to have several 
interventions by experts such as accomplished 
diplomat Ryszard Schnepf, former Ambassa-
dor of  Poland to Spain and the United States. 
He expressed to us his concerns on regards of  
the current Polish foreign policy, after having 
given to us a reflexive speech on the evolution 
of  Polish diplomacy since the nineties to now-
adays. EPP Vice President and Campaign Di-
rector Dura Murphy delivered his speech on 
the challenges standing before upcoming EP 
elections.

During the second day, we focused on crowd-
sourcing through a workshop carried out by 
the American consulting firm Ernst & Young. 
Following the workshop, we had a panel at 
Krakow’s Main Square on European diversi-
ty and whether or not it can be used to our 
advantage. Speakers were ranged from distin-
guished academics to both European and na-
tional politicians, like Igor Merheim-Eyre (In-
ternational Republican Institute) or Agnieszka 
Pomaska (PO MP). Another debate followed 
suit, this time confronting diverse EDS mem-

bers on the attractiveness of  living in cities for 
young Europeans.

Throughout the third day, we started with a 
panel on the role of  the EU in today’s glob-
al economy by Roland Freudenstein Policy 
(Director at the Wilfried Martens Centre), 
Prof. Killion Munyama (PO MP) and Ma-
ciej Surowiec (Government Affairs Manager 
at Microsoft). After then we hosted an excit-
ing debate with Rafał Trzaskowski (EPP Vice 
President and Member of  Parliament). In 
the evening, several high-level addresses took 
place in the Wieliczka mine. The first guest 
speaker was Radek Sikorski (Senior Fellow 
at Harvard University and former Minister 
of  Foreign Affairs), after we had John Lynch 
(Chairman of  the American Chamber of  
Commerce in Poland) and finally Elżbieta 
Bieńkowska, European Commissioner for EU 
Internal Market, Industry, Entrepreneurship 
& SMEs. Bieńkowska explained the future of  
the two European space agencies and warned 
the delegates on the risks of  populism and na-
tionalism.

During the Council Meeting the Conference 
Resolution, “Europe and Young Leaders of  
Local Communities”, was approved by an 
overwhelming majority.  The three perma-
nent working groups made pass most of  their 
motions. On Human Rights we had a rich 
debate on Venezuela, with the presence of  a 
Venezuelan refugee came to Madrid. The out-
come was a motion condemning the regime. 
Motions on Yemen and minorities of  Europe 
also passed. The Policies for Europe working 
group made pass motions on the Digital Single 
Market, and on a harmonization of  the corpo-
rate tax. Finally, the High Education working 
group passed a motion on the UNI-SET plan.

Last but not least, EDS has further grown up 
and welcomed new students organisations 
from Croatia (HAZ) and Belgium (CDS) as its 
observer and full members.
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COUNCIL 
MEETING: 
ENGAGING 
YOUNG PEOPLE 
WITH MODERN 
COMMUNICATION 
STRATEGIES
 
Location: 
Riga, Latvia 

Dates: 
19-22 April 2018 

Following our successful Winter Universi-
ty in February, we held our fourth Coun-
cil Meeting of  the current working year 
in Latvia in cooperation with the Konrad 
Adenauer Foundation for the Baltic States 
and Nordic countries. Due to its geopo-
litical relevance and expertise in strategic 
communication, we chose the city of  Riga 
to discuss the theme of  political commu-
nication in a changing media environment 
and how to engage young people with 
modern communication strategies.

During the four-day conference, we pro-
vided 75 delegates from 32 countries with 
practical training and high-level panels. 
Hosams Abu, MP and Board Member of  
the Unity party and Edgars Ikstens, Inter-
national Secretary of  the Unity party gave 
the inauguration speech alongside EDS 
Secretary General Tomasz Kaniecki. They 
introduced the delegates to the situation 
of  the Baltic countries, upcoming Latvian 
elections in October and the role that youth 
is to play therein. “We need better instru-
ments to empower our youth to participate 
in a dialogue, debates, to join parties, there-
fore playing a more impactful role in the 
future of  the EU,” argued Kaniecki.

The second day of  the conference marked 
panel discussions and working groups. Ear-
ly morning, Elina Lange-Ionatamishvili 
with NATO StratCom, delivered an anal-
ysis on the evolution on political commu-
nication the past years and how NATO is 
tackling the challenge of  Russia’s use of  
misinformation in their hybrid operations 
in Eastern Europe. The critical panel dis-
cussion of  the day constituted of  Artis 
Pabriks, former Defence and Foreign Min-
ister and Ojars Eriks Kalnins, Head of  
the Foreign Affairs Committee at the Sei-
ma. Our guests explained why it has been 
crucial in the Baltic history to structure a 

dominant narrative and how the digital 
revolution affects this strategy. The after-
noon was dominated by the EDS working 
groups, where documents on Higher Ed-
ucation and Reseach, Policies for Europe 
and Human Rights were debated amongst 
participants.

The evening session concluded with a pan-
el on the youth engagement through the 
social media. Matteo Albania, EPP Com-
munication and Marketing Officer, Beppe 
Galea, EDS Vice Chairman for Commu-
nication, Michael Cottakis, Director of  the 
1989 Generation Initiative at the Europe-
an Institute, LSE and Arturs Mednis, New 
Black analysed the strengths and weakness-
es of  our political families in their digital 
communication. Their expertise allowed 
attendants to study practical cases of  dig-
ital narrative and what goes into building 
digital storytelling.

At the last day of  the event, the delegates 
participated in extensive training given by 
the company “Quo to doma?” to enhance 
their debating skills. Through Cartesian 
thinking and argument construction, dele-
gates learned how to win a debate by con-
vincing their public.

The Council Meeting took place after the 
training, adopting a total of  eight resolu-
tions. EDS calls for consolidation of  the 
corporate tax at a European Union level, 
as an idea presented by the Policies for 
Europe working group. We also acknowl-
edged our partners on the importance of  
securing the cyberspace and the digital 
market, introduced in the Human Rights 
working group. The Higher Education 
& Research working group worked on a 
motion to increase the democratic partic-
ipation of  students in both their local and 
university communities.
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CAJA 
POLÍTICA: THE 
YOUNG VOICE 
IN THE EU AND 
LATIN AMERICA. 
SEEKING 
OPPORTUNITIES.
  
Location:
Guayaquil & 
Samborondón, 
Ecuador 

Dates:
2-6 June 2018 
 

For the very first time in our 57-years history, EDS 
decided to hold a study mission on the other side of  
the Atlantic. Since established in 1961, our working 
group on human rights has always been focused 
on the democratic processes and respect for hu-
man rights in the Latin American countries. With 
dangerous political developments in Venezuela, 
to which we dedicated our recent resolution at the 
Winter University in Krakow, we have been invited 
to co-organize student conference in Ecuador un-
der the theme: Caja Política: The young voice in the 
EU and Latin America. Seeking opportunities. 

The primary goal of  our study mission was to re-
inforce the principles of  liberty and democracy in 
Latin America and to improve the cooperation 
between youth from both continents. During the 
four-day visit, EDS met with students from vari-
ous branches of  the social sciences: law, sociology, 
economy and political science, among others; 
public authorities and the general public interest-
ed in exploring European experience.

The event kicked off on June 2, 2018, in Guayaq-
uil, where Ecuadorians presented the landscape of  
the political situation in the continent. Other inter-
national guests included: Ivan Pilip, former Educa-
tion and Finance Minister of the Czech Republic 
and Vice President of the European Investment 
Bank, Dionisio García and Raquel Clemente, 
Spanish Senators from Partido Popular, Gabriel 
Santos, Colombian Member of the Parliament, 
José Manuel Ormachea, leader of Me Compro-
meto Con, democratic youth movement of Boliv-
ia, Abraham Soto, youngest candidate to the par-
liament in El Salvador, María Inés Solís Quirós, 
Vice President of the Assembly of Costa Rica and 
Roderick Navarro, prominent opposition activist 
from Rumbo Libertad in Venezuela. In his wel-
come speech, Chairman Virgilio Falco said that 
“the European Union has a longstanding special 
relationship with Latin America that has weaved 
our ties, in a cultural, economic and political level”. 
He also promised to strengthen educational coop-
eration between young activists and EDS. 

Following day, delegates met with Mr Coco Yun-
ez, Mayor of  Samborondón from the Partido 
Social Cristiano party. The visit in the municipal-
ity and institutions was concluded by a canoe ride 
on the river Babahoyo. EDS hold a debate with 
the Mayor, university teachers, European consuls 
and representatives from the PSC-Partido Social 
Cristiano party, MPs and city councillors from 
Guayaquil and Samborondón.

Between 4-5 June, EDS joined the conference 
at the Universidad Casa Grande and the Uni-
versidad del Espíritu Santo (UEES) with more 
than 200 students. Amongst topic discussed were 
freedom of the press in Latin America and youth 
participation in democratic changes. Secretary 
General Tomasz Kaniecki said that “Europe, and 
especially Central Eastern part, where people lived 
for years in oppression is obliged to share what re-
forms did we do after the change of the political 
system. We can learn a lot from each other”. The 
other panellists included Enrique Herrería, former 
Constitutional Court judge of Ecuador, Dionisio 
García, Spanish Senator from Partido Popular, 
Roderick Navarro, Rumbo Libertad, Lourdes 
Cuesta, PSC MP in Ecuador, and Gustavo Cor-
tex, former editor of El Universo, most prominent 
Ecuadorian daily. The discussion revealed the 
dangers for the press in the region, comparing sit-
uations from different countries and how the jour-
nalists defend their rights.

EDS was a host of  the panel on the European 
Elections with the participation of  Virgilio Fal-
co, EDS chairman, Andrea Balda, UEES Inter-
national Relations teacher, Aparicio Caicedo, 
IE Laws & Economics associate and Mauricio 
Alarcón, Executive Director of  Fundación Ci-
udadanía y Desarrollo. Vice Chairman Carlo 
Angrisano moderated the discussion.

The event was organized by EDS, Caja Políti-
ca, Partido Social Cristiano, Universidad Casa 
Grande, Universidad de Especialidades Espíritu 
Santo and the Municipality of  Samborondón.
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CENTRE RIGHT 
ACADEMY: 
FUTURE OF 
EUROPE
 
Location: 
Zagreb, Croatia 

Dates: 
7-10June 2018 
 

For the third t ime in a  row,  EDS, 
together  with the Hanns Seidel 
foundat ion and Croat ian Academic 
Union (HAZ) organized the Centre 
Right  Academy in Zagreb.  I t  has 
become a beloved tradi t ion and 
this  year  was  not  going to  be any 
di f ferent .  The main goal  of  the 
CRA is  a lways  to  have a  more in-
teract ive  academy,  where we focus 
more on workshops and teaching, 
rather  than speci f ic  pol icy  crea-
t ion,  which we leave to  the Counci l 
Meet ings.  We had three days  of  in-
teres t ing speakers,  some of  which 
inc luded Pr ime Minis ter  Plenk-
ović ,  Domagoj  Milošević  Pres i -
dent  of  the Parl iament  board for 
EU, Minis ter  of  the Inter ior  Davor 
Božinović ,  as  wel l  as  representa -
t ives  f rom organizat ions  and the 
academic world. 

The main topic  of  the event  was 
the “Future of  Europe”,  and a l l 
our  speakers  gave us  ins ight  and 
infor mat ion on their  v iews regard-
ing the future of  Europe and where 
the EU was headed.  We lear nt  a  lot 
about  Croat ian cul ture and pol i -

t ics,  and got  conf ir mat ion from the 
Pr ime Minis ter  himsel f,  as  wel l  as 
others,  that  Croat ia  wi l l  cont inue 
working towards  c loser  coopera-
t ion and t ies  wi th the EU, through 
hopeful ly  one day jo ining both 
Schengen and the Euro-Zone. 

We hosted more than 30 members 
f rom al l  over  Europe,  who a l l  a l so 
part ic ipated in a  s imulat ion work-
shop where they worked on speech 
wri t ing,  debate  techniques  and 
pol icy  research by being ass igned 
var ious  topics  and pol i t ica l  g roups 
within the parl iament  to  represent , 
having to  advocate  and defend 
opinions  that  were not  necessar i ly 
their  own.  This  a l so  gave the par-
t ic ipants  an opportuni ty  to  f ind the 
var ious  part ies  goals  and s trategies 
for  some of  the main pol icy  areas 
for  the upcoming EU elect ions,  as 
wel l  as  a  bet ter  understanding of  
our  European partners  and compe-
t i t ion. 

The event  overal l  was  a  g reat  suc-
cess  and the planning for  next  years 
Academy i s  a lready in the works.
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BullsEye Editorial Team
During the working year 2017-2018 BullsEye, the 
official debating magazine of  the European Dem-
ocrat Students, aimed at strengthening its position 
in promoting the activities and themes of  EDS 
and providing a platform to its members to make 
their voices heard. 

For the second time in history, the year began 
with a special weekend in Brussels, where all the 
members of  the new Editorial Team were invited 
to plan the upcoming year. The Editorial Team 
consisted of  nine editors from nine different 
countries, all of  whom contributed to each issue 
throughout the year. They worked alongside the 
new Editor-In-Chief  Julien Sassel, who was es-
sentially in charge of  the content of  the maga-
zine, while the newly elected Vice-Chairman for 
publications Tommi Pyykkö, was in charge of  the 

whole process. After the first issue, Markus Konow 
became the new graphic designer and gave the 
magazine an updated look.

Throughout the year there were four separate 
issues published which consisted of  66 articles, 
written by 33 writers from 23 different countries 
all over Europe and beyond. Out of  these 33 writ-
ers, ten were from our Editorial Team, whereas 
the rest of  them were either other Members of  
EDS, or guest contributors sharing their expertise 
on a specific topic. While preparing new issues, 
there were times where too many people were in-
terested in contributing to the issue, and unfor-
tunately, not all of  them could be fitted into one 
issue. This shows how strong BullsEye’s current 
status is within the organisation, and gives an ex-
cellent platform for the upcoming working year. 

Julien Sassel (28) is a Belgian 
and Italian dual citizen and 
has been an active member 
in EDS since 2012. He has 
a Master in International 
Relations from the Univer-
sité Catholique de Louvain 
and is currently pursuing 
the MA in EU Internation-
al Relations and Diploma-
cy Studies at the College of  
Europe, in Bruges.

Tommi Pyykkö (29) lives in 
Helsinki, Finland and holds 
a Master’s Degree in French 
Philology. He has been at-
tending EDS events since 
2015 and currently he is the 
Vice-Chairman for Publica-
tions. He is responsible for 
the whole process and that 
in every Council Meeting 
there is a brand new issue of  
BullsEye or Annual Report.

Kristina Olausson (27) has 
completed a double-degree 
in European Governance 
and is working in the EU 
bubble, as she is being en-
gaged in the debate on 
digital policy. She considers 
EDS as a creative platform 
on which to discuss issues 
on Europe’s future with like-
minded, politically engaged 
and clever young people. 

Mattia Caniglia (30). A Mas-
ter in Strategic Studies and 
years of  professional experi-
ence in international organ-
isations gave him knowledge 
of  global geopolitical and 
economic dynamics. He is 
currently collaborating as a 
political and economic ana-
lyst with media like Foreign 
Policy, Fortune China and 
The Guardian.

Sabine Hanger (22) studies 
Law in Vienna. Becoming 
member of  the Aktions-
gemeinschaft in 2016, she 
got elected 2017 to be 
the Chairwoman of  AG 
Jus, offering a situation in 
which she is confronted 
with responsibility and po-
litical sensitiveness, but also 
opportunities to work with 
various people.

Sarah Katharina Wolpers 
(23) is studying towards her 
Master of  Arts in Govern-
ance and Public Policy at 
the University of  Passau. 
Since 2015 she is an active 
member of  RCDS Germa-
ny. Her focus of  interest 
is political campaigning, 
higher education, digi-
tization and European 
integration.

Maciej Kmita (22) is 
alumnus of  international 
relations study, 2nd year 
student of  master’s degree 
in public administration. 
Councillor of  polish town 
Pińczów. Assistant of  the 
Polish MP. Vocalist and 
poet. His main interests are 
social policy, education and 
problems in Central and 
Eastern Europe. 

Neil Smart Costantino 
(22) is a Maltese Student, 
reading for a degree in 
European Studies with 
Contemporary Medi-
terranean Studies at the 
University of  Malta. His 
main areas of  interests lie 
in the fields of  Human 
Rights, National and For-
eign Security and Politi-
cal Strategies.

Ramy Jabbour (25) was born 
in Beirut, Lebanon. He re-
ceived a degree in Interna-
tional Affairs and Diplomacy 
and currently pursuing a Mas-
ter’s degree in Political Science 
at Notre Dame De Louaize. 
Ramy is currently the media 
and communication officer 
in the Lebanese Forces Youth 
Association (LFYA). He is a 
researcher at MEIRSS.

Teodoras Žukas (22) is a 
4th year student at Vilni-
us University, Institute of  
International Relations 
and Political science; he is 
in his second year as Edi-
tor in BullsEye magazine. 
He’s academic interest 
lies in History of  Interna-
tional Relations, Russia’s 
foreign policy and the 
Middle East. 

Vladimir Kljajic (26) has 
a BA in International Re-
lations. He is currently the 
Director of  a small local 
cultural centre in Belgrade, 
Serbia. He is a supporter 
of  EU integration, and 
interested in the impact of  
development aid. He likes 
to read books about politics 
and history.
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REPORTS BY MEMBER 
ORGANISATIONS

Full members
AG Austria
Aktionsgemeinschaft
Aktionsgemeinschaft (AG) is an Austrian students’ organi-
sation. It is the largest student fraction within the Austrian 
Students Union. Founded in the 1980s after a merge of  
three students organisations, it represents students’ issues 
at the Austrian universities and within the Students Un-
ion, and it also has branches all over the country. 

AG takes part in the elections of  the Austrian students’ 
union every two years and is the fraction with the highest 
number of  mandates since 2007. 

Aktionsgemeinschaft’s aim is student representation. 
Therefore, the main topics on the agenda are related to 
higher education and students. The organisation believes 
in values such as performance orientation, critical think-
ing, social responsibility and sustainable visions. To AG’s 
members, it is important that the local level (universities), 
national level and European level work together to foster 
students’ democracy. 

The working year of  2017/18 started in July with the 
election of  the new national board at the annual sum-
mer congress, which took place in Upper Austria. After 
the formation of  the Government in the course of  the 

Nationalrat election in the autumn of  2017, several work-
ing meetings on substantive priorities of  the government 
program took place. An example would be the subject of  
the pre-announced tuition fees. 

In February, we held our annual winter congress. The 
main focus of  the meeting was to foster the organisation 
by educating its members with several training sessions 
about layout, education policy, university committees 
work and also for teambuilding sessions and especially to 
train our member for the upcoming semester. 

In April, we launched an online campaign to tackle the 
problems of  crediting courses. Local activities will take 
place in the coming weeks as part of  this campaign. 

In addition to the day-to-day business, the organisational 
work for the upcoming 35th anniversary of  the Aktions-
gemeinschaft in recent weeks has also started.

Throughout the year AG has been highly represented at 
the Committee Meetings and the Council Meetings of  
the Austrian Students Union. 

CDS Belgium
Christen Democratische Studenten / Christian Democrat Students
During the last working year, CDS has once more enriched 
student life at all major Dutch-speaking universities in Bel-
gium. We organised numerous debates, lectures and sem-
inars for students, including activities with the Minister of  
Education, the Minister of  Welfare, former Prime Minister 
Mark Eyskens and the Belgian Archbishop, Jozef  De Kesel.

In addition to organising events for students, CDS also ful-
filled its role as a student think-tank for Christian democ-
racy and the centre-right. In April, we held our Annual 
Congress in the Flemish Parliament with the National Bu-
reau and representatives from the local boards. We adopted 
resolutions on various topics; including mobility in the city, 
Christian democracy and ethics (case studies on euthana-
sia, abortion and religion in public spaces) and the govern-
mental structure of  Brussels.

During the last working year, no elections took place in Bel-
gium. However, with local elections coming up in the fall 
of  2018 and national, regional and European elections in 
the fall of  2019, CDS worked on providing a network for 

Christian democrat students who want to engage in pol-
itics. Many of  our members are candidates for the local 
elections and will be monitored throughout the process.

On the international plane, CDS has focused on strength-
ening further its relationship with EDS during the working 
year 2017-2018. In October, CDS international secretary 
Zeger Saerens set up a BeNeLux meeting within the EDS 
network, which took place at the EPP HQs. Further talks 
and initiatives to get the Dutch on board are still ongoing. 
During the EDS Winter University in Krakow, CDS re-
gained its status as a full member of  the European Demo-
crat Students, which was a cause for celebration.

In May 2018, CDS held elections for the presidencies of  
the local branches and the national chairmanship. In all 
local branches, new local presidents were elected. Current 
national chairman Thomas Belligh was re-elected and 
will start his second term as chairman of  CDS Belgium 
on the first of  July 2018.
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EDH Belgium
Etudiants Démocrates Humanistes
Dear Council of  the European Democrat Students,

This working year 2017/2018 has been quite challeng-
ing for edH Belgium. In the middle of  October, the edH 
students of  Saint Louis University hosted the “Welcome 
Day Drink”, in Brussels to celebrate the beginning of  the 
academic year. This event gathered a significant number 
of  students, and we had the pleasure of  hosting important 
figures from our mother party CDH, which has always 
been supportive on issues affecting young people. We also 
organised a “Teambuilding Weekend”, held in Spa, in the 
South-East region of  Belgium in November. This week-
end aimed to strengthen the team but also introduce edH 
to new members who were willing to experience politics 
in an unusual and relaxing place. Indeed, Spa is well-
known for its thermal spring, healthy water and Formula 

1 racing. Although this working year started with enthu-
siasm, edH is facing some internal issues regarding the 
Belgian political atmosphere that impacted our structure 
and political life as a student organisation. However, edH 
will continue to represent and defend the values and prin-
ciples which are at the core of  its party. We will maintain 
our commitment to each EDS activity while working at 
the national level to restore our presence and influence. 
edH may be encountering some struggles today, but we 
have a long-shared history of  relationships with the EDS 
family. We are confident that we will overcome any issues. 
edH is and will stay a reliable partner.

On behalf  of  edH Belgium, we would like to express our 
in-depth consideration to the EDS Council.

FISS Bulgaria
Federation of Independent Student Societies
In March 2017, we had early Parliamentary elections. 
FISS members supported the candidates from the GERB 
and Reformist Bloc. GERB obtained the highest majority 
in these Parliamentary elections, and the Reformist Bloc 
did not enter Parliament.

FISS has a long experience as an organisation, registering 
observers for local and national elections in Bulgaria – 
13 national elections observer missions. In the spring of  
2016, FISS decided to participate in the establishment of  
a new independent organisation – the Transatlantic Pros-
perity Area – Observer Mission, Bulgaria. This organisa-
tion was registered by a decision of  the Central Election 
Commission as an official election observer. So, FISS 
continued doing its political job, and the Transatlantic 
Prosperity Area – Observer Mission, Bulgaria, began to 
organise national election observer missions.

At the same time, FISS continues to work as a permanent mem-
ber of  the Public Council in the Central Election Commission.

In March 2018, FISS held a regular Annual Congress, in 
which the honorary Chairman of  FISS, Bojidar Vasilev, 
was re-elected. Mrs Konstantinа Kiprovа was elected as 
Chairwoman; Mrs Maria Nenkova was elected as Inter-
national-Secretary; Mr Apostol Apostolov was elected as 
Secretary-General, and Mr Todor Gunchev was elected 
Chairman of  the Ronald Reagan Committee.

This year the Federation continues working on a joint 
project with the Bulgarian Institute for Public Finance.

On 10th May 2018, the first year since the opening of  
the bust-monument of  US President Ronald Reagan was 
celebrated in Sofia. This project started seven years ago 
thanks to the idea of  FISS.

We are a small organisation, but we have structures in 
every university in Sofia. The Federation of  Independent 
Student Societies has worked hard to hear the voice of  
young people, and also fight for their rights.

MGERB Bulgaria
Mladi Grazhdani za Evropeisko Razvitie na Bulgaria
MGERB proved itself  as a powerful wing of  the GERB 
party. At the end of  July 2017, MGERB hosted the 
EDS Summer University in Varna 2017, with the title; 
“European Leaders of  Tomorrow”. At the beginning 
of  September, MGERB organised its 10th Summer 
University “10 successful”. More than 250 members of  
MGERB from the whole country took part in the 10th 
political academy. 

The working year 2017 finished with the fourth annual 
electoral assembly of  our organisation. A central Bu-
reau was elected with the Chairman elected being, Mr 
Boyko Borisov. 

The past working year has been a very important one 
because of  the Bulgarian Presidency of  the Council 
of  the European Union. During the first six months 
of  2018, our activities were primarily related to the 
Presidency of  the Council of  the European Union. 
One of  the most important priorities was the future 
of  Europe and young people. Economic growth and 
social cohesion are key to the future of  Europe. There 
is some good news for the Union in the forecasts – the 
European economy is speeding up, and more jobs are 
being created.

MGERB held its 9th Winter University in Sandanski in 
February 2018. More than 120 young people discussed 
different topics such as the European Union policy, 
economy and culture.

Various events in the sectors of  Education, Youth, Cul-
ture and Sport (EYCS) were organised in Bulgaria and 
Brussels under the heading of  the Bulgarian Presiden-
cy of  the Council of  the European Union.

The presidency also ensured that European education 
programmes, measures and initiatives receive support 

in the future negotiations on the multiannual financial 
framework, including Erasmus+.

 The future of  the Erasmus+ programme was a leading 
priority of  the Bulgarian presidency in the education 
sector. The presidency worked on the interim evalua-
tion of  the Erasmus+ Programme and the guidelines 
for the next programming period. Another priority 
raised was the awareness of  the need for more invest-
ment in education and cross-sectoral cooperation, as 
well as public-private partnerships. A conference on 
Digital Education Development and Digital Skills and 
Literacy was held in Sofia in April 2018.

A very important event was the EU-Western Balkans 
Summit, which took place in Sofia, Bulgaria, in May 
2018. EU leaders agreed on the Sofia declaration, 
with which the Western Balkans partners have aligned 
themselves. Part of  the declaration was supporting so-
cio-economic development and putting a special focus 
on youth. Enhancing support to education, in particular 
by launching a pilot project for mobility in vocational 
education and training, was another outcome of  the 
Summit. Other proposals include Doubling Erasmus+ 
funding for the region, including the establishment of  a 
“Western Balkans Youth Lab” in 2018, providing space 
for innovative policy-making addressing the needs of  
young people, tackling brain drain, expanding the scope 
and reach of  the Regional Youth Cooperation Office, 
and introducing an intra-regional mobility scheme.

The Youth Ministers’ Council under the Bulgarian 
Presidency of  the Council of  the European Union was 
held in Brussels in May 2018. An important debate was 
held on the topic of  the  Future Youth Priorities in the 
EU, together with the participation of  Bulgaria, Roma-
nia, Austria and Estonia.
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The working year 2017-2018 started in August 2016 
with the annual electoral assembly of  our organisation. 
The central Bureau was elected with a new Chairman, 
Mr Antreas Eleftheriou who shared his ideas and pre-
sented the new programme that he would be imple-
menting during the year ahead. Mr Pantelis A. Poetis 
was elected as the new international secretary while Mr 
Iakovos Iakovou was appointed as the head of  the dele-
gation for FPK Protoporia in EDS.

During the past year, FPK Protoporia as the biggest 
student organisation in Cyprus supported a series of  
concrete proposals on Higher Education which aimed 
to improve Higher Education in the country. For ex-
ample, in the last years, FPK Protoporia has been part 
of  the process to amend and upgrade the financial 
support that the Cypriot government is giving to stu-
dents as “aid” for their student expenses. In the past 
year, there have been rumours about the reduction 
of  this support from the Ministry, and therefore FPK 
Protoporia actively engaged in dialogue with the Au-
thorities to ensure that there will be no reduction of  
the financial support. It is important to note that our 
organisation has been a pioneer of  the financial sup-
port mechanism since the economic crisis to help stu-
dents who need extra support to continue their studies 
and get their degree.

Last February, Presidential elections were held, dur-
ing which FPK Protoporia actively campaigned four 

our mother party, DI.SY. We are proud to say, that 
DI.SY achieved a historic result high, with 55.9 % 
of  the votes. The past working year has been a very 
important one in relation to the negotiations towards 
a peaceful and viable solution to the Cyprus problem. 
A lot of  developments have taken place, with posi-
tive moments and others less so. FPK Protoporia is an 
organisation that has at the core of  its aims,  raising 
awareness on the Cyprus issue. The organisation has 
actively participated in several bi-communal events 
and activities and supported the government’s efforts 
in any possible way. Between the months of  January 
and May, our organisation focused on the student 
elections which took place in every city, and country 
where a sufficient number of  Cypriot students live 
and study. Hundreds of  young members of  NE.DISY 
and FPK Protoporia managed to get elected in the 
student elections across the student unions of  Cyp-
riots on a national and international level. Particu-
larly, student elections took place at the University 
of  Cyprus, University of  Nicosia, Cyprus University 
of  Technology, European University and Frederick 
University. The elections in Cyprus were followed by 
elections in universities around Greece in the cities of  
Athens, Thessaloniki, Ioannina, Patras, Volos, Komo-
tini, Larissa, Heraklion and Rethymno.

FPK Protoporia Cyprus
ΦΠΚ ΠΡΩΤΟΠΟΡΙΑ

KS Denmark
Konservative Studerende
REPORT FROM DENMARK
In November 2017, we had an election for the munici-
palities in Denmark. Although the media was not very 
optimistic for our mother party, Det konservative Folkeparti, 
on the election night, we found that we had achieved a 
great result. We went from 8,55 % of  the votes to 8,78 
%. This meant that we were the third largest party, but 
even though the result was better, we can conclude that 
there are now fewer mayors in Denmark representing Det 
konservative Folkeparti. In 2013, we had 12 mayors, while 
now we only have 8. In 2017, there was also an election 
for the Regions, which is the political organ which runs 
the hospitals. This election did not go as well. We went 
from 7,15 % in 2013, to 6,88 %. 

RELEVANT POLICIES
In 2017, the Government introduced the so-called “ed-
ucation ceiling”. This law means that you can only have 

one degree. You can finish one Bachelor’s Degree, one 
Masters and so on. If  one wishes to take more than one 
degree, one has to wait eight years. Even though we do 
recognise some problems with this law, we are very pos-
itive about it. We fully understand that the Government 
should not pay for students to take one degree after the 
other. The biggest problem with the law is that it does not 
allow people to pay for their education.

CHANGE IN PRESIDENCY
In October 2017, President Anne Birk Mortensen stepped 
down after 1½ years as President. Magnus Hermann 
Haraldsson ran for president without opposition. The pe-
riod from October to June has been spent preparing a 
funding application to Dansk Ungdoms Fællesråd. If  the 
application is accepted, we may start receiving the same 
economic support that the rest of  the youth political par-
ties in Denmark receive. 

IRLY Estonia
Isamaa ja Res Publica Liit Noored
ELECTIONS
In Estonia, we had local elections on 15 October 2017. 
The election did not go well for our mother party. We 
only got 8% of  the votes, while last time we got 17,2% 
of  the votes. Despite that, we won elections in some areas 
and also some young candidates were elected. 

CAMPAIGNS
In the last local elections social media was used a lot. IRL 
Youth focused their electoral campaign on Facebook. 
Every day, we posted photos, videos and information on 
Facebook of  the different candidates, while encouraging 
young people, to go out and vote. 

INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS
One of  the most important international events was when 
EDS Board members visited our mother party’s Council 

meeting. We had discussions with our Minister of  Justice 
Urmas Reinsalu, Minister of  the Environment Siim Kiis-
ler and IRL chairman Helir-Valdor Seeder.

Following the Brexit Referendum in the United King-
dom, Estonia held the Presidency of  the Council of  the 
European Union for the first time in the second half  of  
2017, and not in the first half  of  2018, as was initially 
planned.

CHANGES IN THE PRESIDENCY OF THE ORGANISATION
In August 2017, IRL Youth elected a new Board and 
Chairman of  the organisation. IRL Youth elected Birgit 
Remiküll as the new Chairman, Karl-Sander Kase as 
Vice-Chairman and Sirle Rosenfeldt, Sarah Särav and  
Kristjan Ühtid as board members are, while Kristjan 
Ühtid is also the International-Secretary. The newly elect-
ed Board has been actively trying to restore relationships 
between our partner organisations as well as with EDS.

TK Finland
Student Union of the National Coalition Party Tuhatkunta / 
Kokoomuksen Opiskelijaliitto Tuhatkunta ry
From July 2017 the year of  TK continued as usual, 
and the national board for the year 2017 executed its 
duties in normal fashion.

During autumn 2017, Student Union elections were 
held in almost all Universities in Finland, as well as in all 
Universities of  Applied Sciences. This included a great 
amount of  work at grass-root level in all local branch-
es of  TK-Finland. A project employee was hired for the 
elections to assist the Secretary-General, the National 
and Local Boards, and Volunteers. Out of  the political 
groups, TK raised the highest amount of  seats.

In the annual meeting, of  TK, which was held in Turku in 
November, a new President and two Vice-Presidents were 
elected for two-year terms, and seven other members of  
the National Board were elected for one-year terms. The 
term of  the national board last from January to Decem-
ber in the respective lengths. The new President is Janika 
Takatalo and the Vice-Presidents are Juuso Mankonen 
and Anne Pynttäri. Severi Paanila was elected as Secre-
tary of  International Affairs.

In the annual meeting TK also adopted a motion, which 
declares as follows: “Equality is not ready. TK is a con-

tributor to equality. TK is a feminist organisation.” In the 
same assembly, TK also decided to apply for a support-
ing membership of  Seta ry, which is the foremost human 
rights organisation in Finland, in the field of  sexual and 
gender minorities. Seta later approved the application for 
supporting membership.

The Presidential Elections of  the Republic of  Fin-
land were held in January 2018, the President of  the 
time and former member of  the National Coalition 
Party (as the President of  the Republic never holds a 
party membership), Sauli Niinistö was the candidate 
supported by TK, along with the rest of  the NCP. 
President Niinistö was re-elected on the first round 
of  voting with 62,6% of  the votes. There were seven 
other candidates, six of  whom were candidates of  
parliamentary parties.

The party congress of  the NCP was held in Turku 
between 8 and 10 June 2018. The national board of  
TK prepared 13 motions for the party congress out 
of  which the national board of  the party adopted ten. 
Various local branches of  TK also presented their 
motions at the party congress.
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In  France,  the  academic  year  2017-2018 was 
par t i cu larly  in teres t ing  for  UNI.  Between the 
re for m o f  the  entrance  to  the  f i r s t  year  at  the 
Univer s i ty,  the  change  in  the  High School  Di -
p loma,  the  block ing  and the  s t r ikes  o f  Uni -
ver s i t i e s .  Ul t imate ly,  we  had the  s tudent  e lec -

t ions,  where  we  reg i s tered  c lear  prog res s  in 
our  re su l t s .

In  Univer s i t i e s ,  we  are  prepar ing  for  the  next 
year  and the  European e lec t ions.

UNI-MET France
Le Mouvement des étudiants

UNYM Georgia
United Young National Movement

VMRO-DPMNE FYROM
Youth Forces Union of VMRO-DPMNE

The UYNM had another intensive working year in 2017-
2018 that was primarily marked by local elections of  Oc-
tober 2017. As a result of  elections UNM has got overall 
17.08 % (256 547) of  votes throughout the country while 
the UNM mayoral candidate in Tbilisi received 16.59 % 
of  votes. UNM mayoral candidates got into the second 
round in two other cities. In total UNM currently has 187 
elected officials in local self-government nationwide. The 
campaign period was mostly characterized by the use of  
courts and law enforcement agencies for political prosecu-
tion of  UNM leaders and activists as well as a huge and 
artificial disbalance in party financing.  Pre-election envi-
ronment was further marred with full-scale pressure, in-
timidation and threats against opposition candidates and 
voters as well as involvement of  state security service. Be-
sides, mass mobilization of  administrative resources and 
pressure on public servants has been evident throughout 
the process. All this happened on an unprecedented scale, 
and was certainly a step backwards for Georgia.  In spite 
of  this, the UNM Youth were actively involved in election 
campaign in all districts of  Georgia. 

Large number of  our youth organization was presented 
as candidates for Members of  local Municipality Coun-
cils throughout the country – more than 200 out of  1088, 
including youngsters topping the party proportional can-
didate list in a number of  districts as well as running as 
majoritarian candidates. 

On regular basis, UYNM representatives took part in var-
ious seminars and conferences throughout the year, such 
as IRI Policy Debates and Youth Conferences, NIMD 
Young Politicians Forum, etc.  

UYNM held a number of  campaigns related to domestic 
policy, in particular organizing protests against the oligar-
chy rule and wrongdoings of  the government; assisting 
the party leaders in communication of  party proposals 
and initiatives to voters. 

During the year, the UYNM has been present in major 
international events of  the international youth organiza-
tions which it is a part of  - EDS, YEPP and IYDU.

A new Coalition-Government was formed by the Social 
Democrat Party and two ethnic Albanian parties – the 
Democratic Union for Integration and the Alliance for 
Albanians. This was beside the fact that VMRO-DP-
MNE elected the biggest number of  MPs, and despite the 
long-established principle that the biggest Macedonian 
and biggest Albanian parties should form a government. 
The justification of  the renunciation of  the latter prin-
ciple, which was introduced by the Albanian leadership 
itself, was that inter-ethnic relations had reached a level 
of  development, where inter-ethnic balancing acts are 
redundant. 

Municipal elections were held in October 2017. VM-
RO-DPMNE lost a lot of  the municipalities where it was 
in power, including the capital – Skopje. The Social Dem-
ocrats’ gains were significant. The municipal elections 
saw a number of  irregularities, which was followed by 
reprimands of  VMRO-DPMNE, BESA and the Alliance 
for Albanians. Following the electoral defeat, the long-
time president of  VMRO-DPMNE, Nikola Gruevski 
resigned from his post. 

A Party Congress was convened. Dr Hristijan Mickoski, 
who until then was Secretary-General and a renowned 
professor in the field of  energy, was elected as the new 
President of  the party. The President, whose purpose is to 
strengthen the subsidiarity principle and the democratic 
capacity of  the party, announced statutory changes. At 
the start of  2018 the YFU also elected new leadership, 
when in March, Luka Krzhaloski was appointed Presi-
dent of  YFU. At the time of  this writing, Luka is heading 
a process of  revitalising the youth organisation, enriching 
its human resources base and furthering international co-
operation. Furthermore, the youth wing is in the process 
of  forming commissions, whose purpose will be to create 
policies and monitor the Government’s work in their re-
spective fields. 

There a couple of  domestic policies that need to be men-
tioned. Some judicial reforms and secret service laws were 
changed with all-partisan support. At the moment the 
parliamentary parties are discussing potential changes to 
the Parliament Rulebook, the law on financing of  political 
parties and the law on media. YFU is actively involved in 

the process of  drafting a Law on youth. This process start-
ed in 2011 following the YFU's proposal and is now back 
on the agenda. The vision of  our proposal is to increase 
the political participation rights of  young people in the 
country, to create financial and structural means for facil-
itating their self-organisation at all levels of  Government, 
as well as to encourage volunteering and the fight against 
discrimination and for solidarity. 

The international level was dominated by the efforts of  
the new government towards reaching a compromise 
with Greece on the so-called name issue. Furthermore, 
the country received its 9th  consecutive positive report 
from the European Commission, recommending the ac-
tual start of  accession negotiations. VMRO-DPMNE was 
also very active in the international community. One of  
the first moves of  the new President was to visit Wash-
ington and many European Capitals. The EU Summit 
in Sofia was also a great opportunity to present the new 
leadership and agenda. 

The YFU also pursued its own agenda on the interna-
tional level. One of  the top priorities was to establish 
good relationships with our international partners within 
the state, such as IRI, NDI, KAS, and so on. An early 
achievement here was a large seminar organised for the 
new team, supported by KAS and the Wilfred Martens 
Centre. Other projects are now being discussed and 
planned. Another priority is to be more active in the 
communication with our sister parties and affiliated or-
ganisations. YEPP and EDS, being the youth and student 
organisations respectively, will play a crucial role here. An 
early success of  the new leadership was to get a board 
member to DEMYC in its summit in Podgorica, Monte-
negro. However, our key priority is to repeat this outcome 
in EDS as well. On the other hand, we will also seek to 
intensify our activity in the Balkans, which has recently 
become a focus of  interest in Brussels and many Europe-
an capitals. We want to become leaders in understanding 
the region’s problems and provide potential solutions, 
thus lending a hand in the process of  the region’s Euro-
peanisation. We will keep you updated on a few regional 
events that are coming up as soon as they are firmly set. 
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RCDS Germany
Ring Christlich-Demokratischer Studenten
RCDS Germany is proud to report on the activities of  
the Organisation.

As the political student organisation with close ties to the 
CDU party (“Christlich Demokratische Union”), we fre-
quently engage in Electoral campaigns on a National and 
Federal-state level, to support our values and ideas for sci-
ence and teaching in Germany and Europe.

 With the election of  our national parliament, the Bun-
destag, in September 2017, the President of  RCDS Ger-
many, Jenovan Krishnan, and his Vice-Chairs started 
a campaign tour by bus through all parts of  Germany. 
They focused on big University cities such as Berlin, Mu-
nich, Frankfurt, Cologne and many more. The campaign 
gained some attention and received praise from the CDU 
leadership, which won the election, making it by far the 
strongest party in the new Bundestag.

A month after the national election, State elections in 
Lower Saxony took place. RCDS again supported the 
electoral campaign, which ended with a strong result for 
the CDU Lower Saxony, who as a result, became part of  
the new State Government.

In October 2017, RCDS had the annual “Federal Dele-
gate Summit”, to debate and decide on different motion 
papers and elect a new national board. For the first time, 
the delegates had to elect three Co-Chairs, to support the 
President and his Vice-Chairs. The old national board 
members did not run for re-election. 

The Delegates elected Henrik Wärner as the new Presi-
dent of  RCDS, who had been the long-term Chairman 
for RCDS Lower Saxony.

His Vice-Chairs, Robert Baumgart and Georg Obermay-
er, were also elected by a dominating majority.

The newly elected Co-Chairs, Kim Meyer, Konrad Kilic 
and Benjamin Welling, have taken on the responsibili-

ties of  group-coordination, campaigns and international 
relations. 

RCDS Germany passed a number of  notable motions, 
which are regularly presented to the responsible CDU 
party-committee in parliament.

Some examples of  our national motions are:

• RCDS passed a motion to reform and improve the 
organisation of  teaching at our Universities, by 
building an own administration for teaching, sep-
arating it from research.

• RCDS passed a motion in favour of  reforming the 
national financial student-support system, to widen 
university access in high-cost areas like Munich or 
Hamburg.

• RCDS passed a motion, demanding more univer-
sity positions on teaching entrepreneurship to stu-
dents in Germany.

Our Organisation has also started a campaign in coop-
eration with the Konrad Adenauer Stiftung, on taking a 
critical historical look on the student revolts in Germany 
50 years ago. It is planned to tour through different cities 
till the end of  the year.

A continuing political topic in Germany has been the 
debate, on whether or not decisions on Schools and Uni-
versities should remain at the level of  individual Federal 
States, rather than becoming a centralised topic for the 
National Government. This discussion is not likely to 
cease in the near future, and RCDS Germany will remain 
deeply involved in the topic.

We enjoy our deep bonds with the European Democrat 
Students and are excited as ever for the productive work 
to come. 

DAP – NDFK Greece
Demokratiki Ananeotiki Protoporia – Nea Demokratiki Fititiki Kinisi
The period between July 2017 and June 2018 was hectic 
and intense for DAP-NDFK. With the government’s plans 
of  introducing serious structural changes in the universi-
ties and technical institutions of  the country, DAP-NDFK 
has used any means possible to ensure and protect every 
student’s right to safety and quality education. After the 
organisation’s internal elections successfully took place 
in September 2017, we moved on with the development 
of  a campaign against the government’s new proposals 
concerning higher education, which consisted of  a direct 
attempt of  regression in the field of  higher education. 
With the slogan “For my school (Για την σχολή μου)”, 
DAP-NDFK demanded that security should be ensured 
for every student and worked against the granting of  a 
total asylum for university campuses and lecture rooms, 
which during the last few years has been interpreted as 
an asylum for criminality, unfortunately. DAP-NDFK also 
demanded space for private investments and individual 
initiatives in the field of  education. The campaign was 
very successful as it placed the student at the very centre 
of  its efforts, rather than short-sighted political benefits, 
resulting in the strengthening of  students’ voice and pres-
ence.

Throughout the year, DAP-NDFK has been there for 
the students as well as society as a whole, providing help 
whenever possible. The clearest examples of  DAP-ND-
FK’s strong social presence and activity, are the two spe-
cial campaigns held by the organisation; more specifically, 
during the last Christmas period DAP-NDFK members 
as well as other students that supported our initiative col-
lected toys to be donated to children in several public hos-
pitals across the country. In addition to that, DAP-NDFK 
was present collecting food and other essentials for those 
in need, during the national tragedy of  the flooding in 
Attiki region, in November.

One of  the biggest challenges that the organisation had 
to face was organising its National Conference. After 23 
years and with minimal resources the organisation took 
the brave decision of  organising its National Confer-
ence last March 2018. For this cause, 6 Pre-Conferences 
were held in 6 different cities across the country, which 
attracted hundreds of  students. During the cycle of  the 
Pre-Conferences, hundreds of  DAP-NDFK members 
as well as students, were attracted, all of  whom had the 
chance to make their voice heard and formally submit 
their ideas and resolutions on the suggested policy or 
other general changes concerning the students’ commu-
nity as a whole. Each pre-conference covered a different 
thematic subject, and these were; Students’ Representa-

tion in Mytilene, Post-graduate Study Programmes and 
University – Market Connections  in Heraklion, Crete, 
University Asylum in Thessaloniki, Members Political 
Training and Structural Outlook of  the Organisation in 
Kommotini, European Union Accomplishments and Im-
provements on Technological Education in Kozani and 
lastly, Private Higher Education Institutions and Univer-
sities in Patra. During the last Pre-Conference meeting for 
Technical Institutions in Athens, we had the honour and 
pleasure of  hosting EDS President, Virgilio Falco along 
with EDS Vice-President Pantelis Poetis, who visited us 
in support of  our core demands and positions for Greek 
Higher Education Changes and Improvements. 

The Pre-Conference cycle resulted in more than 100 pro-
posals being submitted to DAP-NDFK, all of  which were 
put to an open debate during DAP-NDFK’s National 
Conference on the 17th and 18th of  March, in Athens. 
The Conference was addressed by our mother party’s 
President, Mr Kyriakos Mitsotakis as well as other rep-
resentatives and MPs. Representing our EDS family at 
the Conference, were Vice-Presidents, Gergely Losonci, 
who addressed our Conference, as well as Robert Kiss. 
All in all, more than 1000 elected DAP-NDFK represent-
atives attended the Conference to help  the development 
and adoption of  our common new Policy Programme. 
A detailed and inclusive Policy Paper containing all the 
commonly adopted proposals for higher education; from 
the way Diplomas of  Technical Institutions should be rec-
ognised and professional rights fortified, to security meas-
ures to be taken across every Educational Institution of  
our country and the permission for individual initiatives 
and investments to take place in the field of  education, 
was unanimously approved and adopted by the Confer-
ence.

The final and most important challenge of  this year was 
that of  the National Students Elections. Fortunately, all 
the tough work and persistence that DAP-NDFK showed 
were recognised by the student community. With already 
31 years of  getting the first place in students’ vote, one 
more year of  success is added to DAP-NDFK’s history 
of  electoral successes. DAP-NDFK obtained a majority 
for a 32nd consecutive year, accomplishing to be an in-
dependent Students’ association on a national level with 
50,1% of  University students and 56,1% of  technical 
educational institutions’ students voting for DAP-NDFK. 
With those results, the triumph of  DAP-NDFK’s ideas 
and proposals across the students’ community is clear and 
the organisation’s responsibility increasing.
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Fidelitas Hungary
Fidelitas
Our biggest success of  the past year was that our mother 
party, Fidesz, has achieved a two-thirds majority in the 
general elections in April. Fidelitas gathered two thou-
sand activists from its membership to help and work for 
the campaign. The central office of  Fidelitas drove hun-
dreds of  activists from day to day to work towards the 
best outcome in the electoral results. Following the results, 
Fidelitas alumni gave three Ministers, seven State Secre-
taries and seven MPs. We are proud that László Böröcz, 
the president of  Fidelitas has achieved a seat in the Na-
tional Assembly. 

Fidelitas proposed an initiative of  providing the first lan-
guage certificate free of  charge for everyone under the 
age of  35, which was adopted by the government. It 
would be crucial for Hungarian youths to improve their 
language skills and help them become more successful in 
their studies and career. 

Our VP for international relations, Barbara Hegedűs, as 
a member of  the local council in Veszprém, became the 
leader of  the Fidesz group in the council.

Our international-secretary, Márton Veisz, and deputy 
international-secretary Gergely Losonci have been work-
ing on finding solutions for important issues like discrimi-

nation, disrespect of  minorities, and the abuse of  minor-
ity rights. We presented various resolutions and motions 
to both YEPP, and EDS with the following topics: Pro-
tecting the use of  native languages in public education in 
Ukraine; Safeguarding the history, symbols and traditions 
of  European minorities; Promoting cooperation between 
the Member States and non-state actors regarding the 
migration crisis. 

We called for the attention of  member organisations of  
EDS and YEPP towards the importance of  signing the 
Minority SafePack Initiative. Fidelitas was a committed 
devotee of  the Initiative and helped in reaching the nec-
essary number of  signatures.

The deputy international-secretary of  our organisation, 
Patrik Török has been elected by the Congress of  DE-
MYC (Democrat Youth Community of  Europe) as depu-
ty secretary-general. The international board of  Fidelitas 
participated in many international conferences and in 
December 2017, Fidelitas organised the Visegrád 4+ In-
ternational Youth Conference for the fourth time. Our or-
ganisation believes it is essential to keep bilateral relations 
in focus. Therefore we organised bilateral meetings and 
hosted youth organisations from various countries such as 
Austria, Slovenia, Bavaria, Romania and Slovakia. 

GDS Italy
Generazioni di Studenti per Il Nuovo Centro Destra
Between 2017 and 2018, GDS, carried out several initia-
tives, conferences and campaigns around Italy, strength-
ening its role on the national student association level. In 
a difficult moment for the European Union, we stayed 
committed to our mission of  spreading European values 
among students, young professionals and the young gen-
eration in general. 

We contributed to organising the exposition; “European 
Union: the story of  a friendship. Adenauer, De Gasperi, 
Shuman”, in collaboration with the Konrad Adenauer 
Stiftung, the Maison de Robert Shuman and the De Gas-
peri Foundation. The exposition together with a series of  
conferences held in several Universities all over Italy con-
tributed to enhancing the understanding of  the European 
project among the many participating students. 

In the context of  this initiative, one of  our affiliated stu-
dent organisations, Progetto Roma Tre, with the help of  
our President Michelangelo Chinni, our Vice-President 
Emilio Minuzzo and our International-Secretary Mattia 
Caniglia, organised the Italian Model European Parlia-
ment initiative and a conference on the role and function-
ing of  the European Parliament(EP). In this conference, 

we had the honour of  hosting the President of  the EP, 
Antonio Tajani. The event, which took place last April at 
the Università degli Studi di Roma Tre, saw the participa-
tion of  over 120 students from several Italian Universities. 

Committed to our Christian Democrat values, we also 
organised a series of  conferences on the topic “Life and 
Law: Judicial, Ethical and scientific aspects of  the right to 
life”, bringing together experts and students with different 
backgrounds to discuss this pressing issue. Over the past 
year, GDS also organised different awareness campaigns 
about the importance of  Christian influence on the devel-
opment of  Italian artistic heritage. 

Finally, GDS, as an organisation that has always been 
committed to bringing students closer to the business 
world, launched and successfully implemented the start-
up project “EUREKA”. We gathered successful Italian 
business actors and young start-up owners and put them 
in contact with students and young professionals to spread 
business expertise and raise awareness on the social im-
portance of  entrepreneurship, to the young generations.   

SC Italy
StudiCentro
StudiCentro is a member of  the National Council of  Stu-
dent Organisations, the Official Associations Network of  
the Italian Ministry of  Education, and this year applied 
for full membership in the National Youth Council of  
Italy.

During this working year, Studicentro has been active in 
local and regional elections. During these elections, Studi-
Centro members worked for several candidates.

President Falco has been nominated to the Observatory 
of  the school-work Alternation by the Minister of  Edu-
cation, and Eleonora Cerroni has worked to strengthen 
the cooperation between the worlds of  private companies 
and education.

Several events were organised to strengthen and unite the 
moderate front in Italy, against the mafia in Palermo.

In this regard, Francesco Sismondini has created the 
pre-political school Lab; ‘Ora Mille Giovani per il bene 
Comune’, promoting Christian movements and commu-
nities, inspired by Christian Social Doctrine, and Chris-
tian democracy values.

In EDS we had the great honour of  electing Virgilio Fal-
co as Chairman of  the organisation, while Francesco Sis-
mondini and Giuseppe Palmero were elected as co-chairs.

Moreover, StudiCentro is present in international organi-
sations, where Rodolfo Biancheri is the Vice-President of  
EUPAS, and Mattia Pertoldi, Marco Galletti, Giacomo 
Rossetto, are our delegates at DEMYC.

FRLDK Kosovo
Forumi I Rinisë I Lidhjes Demokratike të Kosovës
From July  2017 unt i l  now,  the Youth Forum 
of  LDK has  held di f ferent  act iv i t ies  involv ing 
young people  f rom al l  over  Kosovo.  In June 
2017,  we had the Nat ional  Elect ions,  for  which 
the chair man of  the Youth Forum, Fidan 
Rekal iu ,  contes ted for  the ro le  of  deputy of  
the Assembly of  the Republ ic  of  Kosovo.  With 
the commitment  of  young people  throughout 
the terr i tory of  Kosovo,  as  a  forum, we have 
managed to  have a  youth representat ive  in 
the Kosovo Assembly.  This  wi l l  g ive  a  voice 
to  address  the requirements  and needs  of  a l l 
youths.  For  several  months,  the forum’s  act iv i -
ty  was  extended to  each munic ipal i ty  in  prepa-
rat ion for  the local  e lect ions  held in  October 
2017.  As  a  forum, we have organised var ious 
youth convent ions,  wi th specia l  emphasis  in 
the capi ta l  o f  Kosovo,  Pr i s t ina.  The pur pose 
of  these  meet ings  was  to  act ivate  youths  ins ide 

the party  as  wel l  as  invi te  young part ic ipants 
to  vote  for  LDK in local  e lect ions.  FRLDK has 
s igni f icant ly  increased i t s  interes t  in  inter na-
t ional  cooperat ion,  increas ing part ic ipat ion in 
EDS meet ings  and other  organisat ions  to  ad-
vance the interes ts  o f  young people  in  Kosovo. 
During this  per iod Youth Forum of  LDK in 
cooperat ion with Konrad Adenauer St i f tung 
Kosovo Foundat ion (KAS)  has  organised a  se-
r ies  of  t ra inings  address ing topics  of  interes t 
to  young people.  In Apri l  2018 the chair man 
of  LDK Youth Forum was e lected Chair-
man of  the Non-For mal  Youth Parl iamentary 
Group of  the Republ ic  of  Kosovo.  On 31 May 
2018,  the Chair man of  the LDK Youth Forum 
ini t iated the RESOLUTION in the Assembly 
of  the Republ ic  of  Kosovo regarding the poor 
s i tuat ion of  young people  in  Kosovo. 
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JKL Lithuania
Jaunųjų konservatorių lyga
Since JKL has nearly 30 regional branches nationwide, 
the main goal of  the organisation for the year 2017 was 
to increase the number of  youth activities in rural areas, 
especially those focusing on youth education and its in-
volvement in democratic processes. Therefore, the organ-
isation also focused on training its volunteers in fields such 
as project writing and seeking financial support. This en-
couraged the regional branches of  the organisation to im-
prove their financial situation by receiving funding from 
local municipalities. The additional funding did not only 
help in maintaining annual projects, but also provided 
support for new ideas. As a result, the organisation hosted 
more than 150 youth events nationwide in the year 2017. 

2018 began with the obligation to commemorate the 25th 
anniversary of  the Young Conservatives League rightful-
ly. Therefore, our organisation established a project di-
rected towards educating youth on the European Union 
- its past and future. Six discussions with members of  the 
Lithuanian parliament and journalists were organised in 

largest five cities of  Lithuania. These discussions did not 
only serve as commemoration events but also helped the 
organisation to orient itself  towards the goal of  this year – 
that of  encouraging youth to take part in democratic pro-
cesses and educate themselves on the upcoming elections 
in Lithuania (municipal and presidential) and the EU. 
Members of  the organisation will also receive an oppor-
tunity to broaden their knowledge in these fields during 
annual academies and training. 

The Young Conservatives League has undergone some 
changes in its management as well. In December 2017, 
JKL elected its new Chairman. The position went to Mr 
Mantas Benkunskas whose initiative helped JKL pass a 
resolution suggesting that 16-year-olds ought to be able 
to vote during the next municipal elections. Moreover, in 
May 2018 the organisation elected a new Board. As a re-
sult, JKL now has three new Board members (5 in total), 
and each is focused on fields such as education, regional 
affairs, finances and communication.

SDM Malta
Studenti Demokristjani Maltin
SDM’s mission statement states that “SDM encourages 
and recognises the contribution of  students to the Uni-
versity of  Malta, G.F Abela Junior College, MCAST, Sir 
M.A Refalo Gozo & society in general”. Back in August, 
the organisation placed 2nd out of  51 organisations at the 
University of  Malta for the year 2016-17, and this result 
was used as a foundation for the year that was to come. 
The current executive started its term in December, with 
Neil Smart Costantino being elected as President.

SDM has retained its commitment to help people in need 
through Project7000. With this year’s edition, SDM has 
raised a total of  35,000€ over five years, for charity. SDM 
has also organised two social campaigns this year; ‘Rise’ & 
‘Exceed your limits’. In both campaigns, SDM managed 
to collaborate with all University organisations, who were 
free to participate in their way. 

The aim of  ‘Rise’ was to raise awareness of  the rights 
& freedoms that individuals have. In the current political 
climate, Rights, are a hot topic in Malta. Each organisa-
tion was given the opportunity to shed light on a particu-
lar right that is relevant to its work. ‘Exceed your limits’ 

was a way in which organisations gained exposure across 
campus. It was also a way of  getting students interested 
in student activism. SDM’s part was consulting with stu-
dents on their ideas of  student activism. 

SDM also hosted a Careers Expo for prospective Uni-
versity students. Academics & local personalities gave 
talks about their experiences and choice of  subjects that 
eventually led them to their career. From the feedback 
received, it was a successful event. Nationally, SDM has 
been active on the civil society platform, especially follow-
ing the assassination of  the journalist, Daphne Caruana 
Galizia. SDM has also been active on the Vote16 front, 
where Malta introduced the right to vote to 16-year-
olds, in all elections. In April 2018, SDM contested for 
the University Council Elections, and for another, a re-
cord-breaking result was achieved. This result was very 
significant, as for the past two years, SDM found no con-
testations, so in essence, it was the first election in three 
years. The overwhelming result of  more than 20% ad-
vantage, showed that the organisation’s work across cam-
pus was not going unnoticed.

TLDM Moldova
Liberal Democratic Youth of Moldova

HS Norway
Høyres Studenter

SMD Poland
Stowarzyszenie “Młodzi Demokraci”

For TLDM, last year was full of  challenges focused pri-
marily on shaping a new strategic plan for our youth or-
ganization. At the beginning of  the year, in partnership 
with our friends from IRI, we organized a Winter School 
where we discussed how we can engage more young peo-
ple in political activities and how we can strengthen our 
youth organisation. During the whole year, we continued 
to tighten our relationships with the other two centre 
rights youth organisations: PAS Youth and DA Youth. To-
gether we launched a civic campaign to gain free access 
to the student's dormitories during the night. Together 
we succeeded to collect 4000 signatures and let our voice 
to be heard by the Government. As well, we participated 
actively at the protests organized against the government 
and against the bill on the uninominal vote. During the 

year our members were involved in many activities, with 
the focus on democracy, European integration, youth 
voice, local and parliamentary elections, rule of  law, like: 
"The European Integration of  the Republic of  Moldova. 
State of  Law and Democratic Evolution" organised by 
Konrad Adenauer Foundation, "Young Leaders Semi-
nar", "How Europe Works" and "Women and Political 
Influence" organised by Robert Schuman Institute and 
"Eastern Partnership Leaders For Change" organised by 
Konrad Adenauer Stiftung Ukraine, Ukrainian Institute 
for International Politics și Eduardo Frey Foundation. 
This spring we were actively involved in the local election 
campaign, supporting our common candidate Andrei 
Nastase’s for the city mayor position.

In the last working year, the main event for HS Norway 
was the election in September 2017, where we cam-
paigned all over Norway with many active members. 
Winning the election was a great success for Høyre and 
HS Norway. We have since worked on the new Govern-
ment Platform to promote both internally in the party, 
and otherwise, the best policies for students and young 
adults. We have also had a great focus on international 
events and attended all EDS events in the last working 
year. With several new active members, this is one of  our 

main focus points also for the next working year. As well 
as our activities in EDS we also hosted a very successful 
study trip to Riga, to further enhance our cooperation 
with our sister party there. 

2017/2018 was an exciting year for HS Norway, and 
we have seen our organisation grow both in activity and 
members. Our Congress was held in June 2018, and we 
now welcome the new board to continue building on this 
work for the next working year as well. 

In the working year  2017/2018, as the biggest youth 
political NGO in Poland, we were about to face some 
problems, standing strong in opposition to the autocracy 
of  the ruling party. We worked close to the mother party 
both in the preparation of  the manifesto, as well as the 
drafting of  the National Act for Youth, which was vot-
ed in the parliament. We also underlined the role of  the 
entrepreneurship and tax incentives. We have strength-
ened our attacks against breaking the rule of  law and set 
up a project pointing out all the violations to the public. 
Throughout Summer, we took part in massive anti-gov-
ernmental demonstrations against the dismantling of  the 
judiciary system. On the grounds of  the peoples' move-

ment, we built up a #YouthFront initiative with another 
youth opposition organisation. We are highly motivated 
to campaign in the upcoming 2018 local elections, due to 
that fact both our mother party and we have created an 
electoral alliance with the liberals (ALDE).

In 2018, an internal election in SMD will be held, with 
changes in Presidency needing to occur. As the interna-
tional secretariat of  SMD, throughout 2017 and 2018, 
we continued the bilateral cooperation with our closest 
neighbours from Germany (JU, RCDS), Lithuania (JKL), 
Sweden (FMSF), Slovakia (ODM, KDM) and Ukraine 
(YS). We also hosted the EDS Winter University in 
February 2018.
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RMDKM Romania
Hungarian Christian Democratic Movement from Romania Youth

ODM Slovakia
Občiansko-demokratická mládeže

NNGG Spain
Nuevas Generaciones del Partido Popular

FMSF Sweden
Fria Moderata Studentförbundet

The working year 2017-18 was special for our organisa-
tion. 

In September we had the pleasure and honour of  host-
ing the first EDS Council Meeting, in Cluj-Napoca. The 
topic was; “Students for Minority Rights”, and the event 
had 60 participants. 

Until December we participated in three external events, 
which were: the Fidelitas Summer School in Mátrafüred-
Sástó, Hungary. After this we went to Slovakia for a Polit-
ical Seminar hosted by Via Nova ICS; and lastly, we took 
part in the V4+ International Conference, in Visegrád. 

In January we organised a music event followed by a par-
ty. The event consisted of  a retro music night with 100 
participants. Everybody was thrilled with the outcome, so 
we decided to organise the event again. 

In spring we organised sports events such as football tour-
naments and bike rides to discover the cultural beauties 
of  our regions.. 

One of  the best events that we organised was a conference 
with the topic “Relations between religion and politics”, 
on March 15. We had an active role in the preparations 
for this important event. 

We also attended events of  our partner organisations. 

We started to have a more active voice when it comes to 
policies adopted by our mother party. 

Last but not the least RMKDM attended all EDS events 
in the working year 2017-2018. 

Last year was a fruitful one for the ODM. After the Con-
gress in December 2016, the new leadership was elect-
ed, led by chairman Andrej Stancik. In 2017, ODM 
established new working relationships with two MEPs. 
Two of  our members were also selected to be trainees in 
Brussels for them. ODM organised discussions with pol-
iticians and people from the NGO sector. For example, 
there were discussions about the elections in Germany, 
USA and France. Our main events consisted of  a Sum-
mer University, Communication training and an Alumni 
Conference. Our Summer University, held in August, was 
a great success. Participants benefited from discussions, 

lectures, workshops and interesting team-building activ-
ities, and the presence of  the EDS Secretary-General 
honoured us. A professional trainer led Communication 
training. Participants could learn about improving their 
presentation skills, and through simulated debates, they 
had the opportunity to practice this newly learnt infor-
mation. Since ODM is over 27 years old, it has a lot of  
successful Alumni. So we organised a conference where 
alumni offered their experiences and held a debate on 
how the ODM has changed over the course of  time. We 
were also present in schools, where we organised lectures 
by MEPs.

With respect to campaigns, since the last EDS Summer 
University, NNGG started it's "Social Route", in Vallad-
olid on  4 November, with the endorsement of  the par-
ty's directions. This campaign was aimed to promote our 
social values all around the country. After the Catalan 
campaign, we continued our work on the 27 December 
with a campaign launched in Valencia, on the awareness 
on the adoption called #LaGranAdopción. In January, 
we launched a Nationwide campaign in defence of  life 
imprisonment "Ya no lo harás más". We aimed to gather 
as many signatures as we could to prevent opposition par-
ties from derogating this type of  sentence.  We were also 
able to organise a National debate competition over three 
weeks, in April. Teams from all over the country partici-
pated, in front of  a jury of  teachers and debate. In May 
we organised a Council of  Mayors, which gathered the 
40-plus Mayors, who are members of  our organisation. 

NNGG has also been active at an international level.  
During the last week of  November a delegation of  50 
members of  NNGG hailing from all regions of  Spain, 
attended a meeting with our MEPs in the European Par-

liament.  In January our President, Secretary-General 
and Coordinator participated in a study visit in Jerusalem. 
After that, our board was hosted by KAS in Brussels for 
a seminar on the European Institutions. Lastly, we were 
honoured to endorse Javier Hurtado for the presidency 
of  DEMYC. 

During the period between Summer and Christmas, 
Spain went through some of  the most uncertain times 
of  its democracy, with the separatism coup. Order was 
restored by the application of  Article 155 of  the Constitu-
tion, and with the regional elections of  Catalonia (21 De-
cember). We were glad to host EDS Chairman, Virgilio 
Falco, at one of  the Barcelona polling stations.

In late May, an impeachment was presented against our 
Prime Minister, Mariano Rajoy. A group of  parties led by 
the social-democrats, integrated by communist, separatist 
and pro-ETA parties, obtained the necessary majority to 
replace Mariano Rajoy. On the 5 June, President Rajoy 
announced his retirement from politics. 

FMSF has, under the leadership of  chairman Hugo Sell-
ing, experienced a continuous positive increase in active 
members and activities over the past year and increased 
in media outreach. The political year in Sweden was 
characterised by a debate on migration and justice pol-
icies and also by a discussion amongst the centre-right 
parties on how to handle their situation in the opposi-
tion. FMSF has been a voice of  an active, ideological, 
centre-right opposition that is a strong alternative to the 
current Government. There have also been preparations 
for the upcoming national election. FMSF has had sever-
al local campaigns and successfully participated in local 
student elections. Several national conferences have been 
organised, for example, on industrialism, the October 
Revolution, how to create a freer society, and liberalism 
& free movement. FMSF published several reports and 
had a large delegation at the political week “Almedalen”. 
Our annual visit to the European Parliament was on the 

invitation of  MEP Christofer Fjellner. Besides meetings 
with MEPs, we visited lobby organisations and political 
advocacy groups. FMSF went to Berlin, Germany, to 
take part in the last days of  the 2017 General Election. 
Our international work, led by our international-secre-
tary Gustaf  Reinfeldt, has been an integral part of  our 
organisation, and a means of  promoting liberty and fun-
damental human rights in Europe and beyond. Particu-
lar focus has been on EDS, and we have received several 
visits from international guests and further exchanges in 
our network. A working group on foreign policies has 
also been created. At FMSF’s national conference, Gimo, 
Vice-Chairman Catarina Kärkkäinen was elected to suc-
ceed Hugo Selling as Chairman of  FMSF. Gustaf  Rein-
feldt, International-Secretary, was one of  four elected to 
the position of  Vice-Chairman of  FMSF, and he was also 
re-elected as International-Secretary.
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USA Ukraine
Ukrainian Students’ Association

YS Ukraine
Youth of Solidarnist

YCGE United Kingdom
Young Conservative Group for Europe

ABOUT US 
The idea to create the Independent Students' organisa-
tion in Ukraine came in summer of  1989. On Decem-
ber 8-10 1989, the constituent Congress convened and 
approved the declaration programme and statute of  The 
Ukrainian Students’ Association (USA). The USA was 
created as an independent, public, student organisation 
aimed at protecting student rights and interests.

VISION/GUIDING PRINCIPLES 
The main objectives of  the organisation are; the protec-
tion of  student rights and interests, the support of  opened 
civil society in Ukraine, the development of  scientific, 
creative, political, sport and organisational potential of  
students, the creation of  conditions for organised leisure, 
rest and communication of  young people.

REPORT 2017/2018 
During 2017-2018 years USA launched several new 
interesting projects:

The USA now is concentrated on 3 main projects. One 
of  them is; “Youth unites Ukraine” with support from 
Hanns-Seidel-Stiftung. This project is based in 4 Schools 
and will be finalised in a Summer Camp. During the 
Project, USA educated hundreds of  young people about 
communication, integration and so on. The participants 
were young people from all over Ukraine. They studied 
how to integrate with people from other regions, to build 
Ukraine together, and as a result, we have a good network 
of  youth NGOs, who are partners with the USA.

The USA’s next project is “Youth activism”. We organised 
three Schools during the year, which attracted the atten-
tion of  100 young people from different NGOs, which 
are partners of  the USA. This Project is being realised 
through the support of  the Foundation for International 
Christian Democratic Development.

During 2017/2018 there were no national elections in 
Ukraine. Due to the process of  decentralisation in our 
country, there were three stages (October, December, 
April) of  local elections to the newly established, United 
Local Communities. Members of  “Youth of  Solidarnist” 
played an important part in the electoral campaigns in 
all three stages and representatives of  “Petro Poroshenko 
“Bloc” Solidarnist”, won more than 50% of  the seats in 
local councils.

Representatives of  YS have started working on a draft 
law on youth alongside MPs from “Petro Poroshenko 
Bloc “Solidarnist”. YS has written five motions, which 
were adopted at EDS Council Meetings.

YS has held campaigns on the protection of  public health 
from the harmful effects of  tobacco smoke, support of  
illegally imprisoned Crimean Tatars, support of  political 
prisoners of  the Kremlin and support to pro-European 
reforms in Ukraine. Furthermore, the organisation has 
held flash-mobs dedicated to different national holidays 
and the promotion of  the idea of  Europe. YS has also 
conducted a national project called “Debates School”, 

which aimed to improve public-speaking skills of  youth. 
Representatives of  YS started the “Youth Diplomacy 
Lab” project which promotes EDS and its activities all 
over Ukraine.

“Youth of  Solidarnist” has received full member status 
of  EDS during the Council Meeting in Varna, Bulgar-
ia (July 2017). Our organisation has also received asso-
ciated membership in YEPP during the Conference in 
Roeselare, Belgium (May 2018). During the 2017/2018 
working year, YS representatives participated in the V4+ 
International Youth Conference, held bilateral meetings 
with representatives of  “Młodzi Demokraci” (Poland) 
and “Confederation of  Swedish Conservative and Liberal 
Students” (Sweden). YS also held a meeting with repre-
sentatives of  the Norwegian Children and Youth Council 
in April 2018.

Our organisation has held elections for the Board in Oc-
tober 2017. There were elected 15 Board members, in-
cluding the Head (Oksana Goma) and Secretary General 
(Dinara Habibullaieva).

During the past year, YCGE – UK was chaired by Al-
exander O’Brien (2013-2018) and by Ivan Botoucharov 
(appointed in February 2018).

1. EDS COLLABORATIONS
YCGE – UK has traditionally collaborated with other 
EDS organisations on a number of  events and cam-
paigns, including: 

HS – Norway. A joint event at King’s College London 
(KCL) provided an opportunity for Nikolai Astrup, a Nor-
wegian MP, to visit London and speak to a wide audience 
of  students and young professionals.

SMD – Poland, visited the UK during the EU referen-
dum campaign and collaborated with YCGE – UK in the 
run-up to the referendum.

FMSF – Sweden, participated in the campaigns of  several 
pro-European Conservative candidates in five constituen-
cies across London.

We look forward to organising further events and cam-
paigns with organisations involved with EDS.

2. LONDON MEETING WITH THE EDS 
SECRETARY GENERAL AND THE PRESIDENT OF THE 
NATIONAL STUDENT FEDERATION OF CYPRIOTS IN THE UK
EDS Secretary General Tomasz Kaniecki visited Lon-
don during the local election campaign in May 2018 

and met with Ivan Botoucharov and Alexander O’Brien 
of  YCGE – UK and Pantelis Poetis – President of  the 
National Student Federation of  Cypriots in the UK. We 
had productive discussions on collaborations between the 
organisations, and we look forward to working together 
in the future.

3. YCGE – UK PARTICIPATION IN EDS EVENTS
Members led by Alexander O’Brien attended the follow-
ing EDS events in 2017:

• July 2017 – EDS Study Mission in Lesbos

• July 2017 – EDS Summer University in Varna

• December 2017 – EDS Council in Skopje

Members led by Ivan Botoucharov attended the EDS 
Council Meeting in Riga in April 2018.

4. YCGE – UK CAMPAIGN DURING THE LOCAL ELECTIONS
YCGE campaigned during the local elections in the UK 
and we’re thrilled that our member Stephanos Ioannou 
was elected Councillor for Southgate.

We look forward to supporting other EDS members in 
their campaigns, projects and initiatives.
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Affiliate members
LFYA Lebanon
Lebanese Forces Youth Association

YRPA Armenia
Youth Organization of the Republican Party of Armenia

1. After nine years of  waiting, the Lebanese parliamenta-
ry elections finally took place on the 6 May 2018.

2018 Parliamentary elections led to certain political pow-
ers losing some parliamentary seats, as was expected, but 
showed a surprisingly strong showing for the Lebanese 
forces. 

The Lebanese Forces, the spearhead of  March 14, have 
doubled their seats from 8 to 15, reflecting popular sup-
port and better representation through the new law, mak-
ing it one of  the largest parliamentary blocs.

2. Lebanese forces had one of  the best media campaigns 
during the elections under the hashtag: #It’s time, with 
Billboards all over the country.

LF’s campaign focused on:

• Sovereignty 

• Fighting Corruption 

• The importance of  having only one army in Leba-
non (Lebanese Army) 

• Future economy plans 

3. The Lebanese Forces’ three Ministers took over their 
responsibilities in the Ministry of  Information (MOI), the 
Ministry of  Social Affairs (MOSA) and the Ministry of  
Health (MOH).

The Lebanese highly memorise their names, and public 
opinion and even political competitors, acknowledge their 
achievements.

• So many positive, effective and constructive pro-
jects have been executed by all Ministries, without 
any public budget allocated to them. Many plans 
in the 3 Ministries (MOI, MOSA & MOH) were 
executed without imposing extra tax-costs on Leb-
anese tax-payers.

• The Lebanese Forces are working to shift the in-
teraction between the Lebanese service seeker and 
the Ministries to Digital. Mobile Apps and Servic-
es, interactive Web sites will minimise corruption, 
make the workflow smoother, easier and faster, 
while minimising staff expenses and above all rais-
ing “customer” satisfaction. The Lebanese Forces 
proved this to be right in both MOH and MOSA.

July 2017/June 2018 has been a very active period for 
Youth of  the Republican Party of  Armenia full of  new 
and traditional projects. The summer has started with a 
political summer school that proved to be a very success-
ful one. It welcomed around 50 young motivated indi-
viduals and nearly 30 experts and lecturers. The school 
covered a wide range of  topics including the party strat-
egy, campaigning tools, foreign policy peculiarities, the 
bilateral and multilateral relations with other states and 
organizations, political image of  a politician, PR, etc. The 
final phase of  the school took place in Tsaghkadzor and 
the best graduates had a chance to continue their educa-
tion in the party political school named after Andranik 
Margaryan which is the first party based political school 
in the country inviting both YRPA members and not only. 
Each enrolment comprises of  around 130 students.

Another important initiative was a multiparty congress 
which took place in Artsakh and gathered around 40 dele-
gates from almost all the parties of  the Armenian political 
arena. It addressed the issues of  common interests and 
challenges the country is facing.

Scholarships named after Garegin Nzhdeh, Ashot 
Navasardyan, Vazgen Sargsyan and Andranik Margary-
an were handed to the military students.

In 2017 Young Republicans launched a new project 
called “Political box”. Through the Political Box, young 
people share ideas, exchange opinions on topical political 
issues as well as have the chance to listen to the experts of  
that specific topic and government officials.

Throughout this period YRPA initiated a number of  eco-
logical projects such as planting trees, cleaning the areas 
of  tourist attractions and historical monuments.

Another area of  activity was engaging youth in sport and 
promoting healthy lifestyle. YRPA held football matches 

where the older generation of  politicians was competing 
with young Republicans as well as different sport champi-
onships at the regional level.

Cultural programs have been also organized very often 
during the year. We had a number of  student exhibitions, 
forums, expos and concerts. One of  the biggest events 
was a concert dedicated to the International Students day 
that brought together more than 14 000 young people.

One of  the most active directions of  party work has been 
the international cooperation. This cooperation includes 
both the activities in the international youth organizations 
and bilateral relations between our partner parties. YRPA 
members participated in the various seminars, training 
courses and other events for political education organized 
by different international organizations such as Konrad 
Adenauer Stiftung, Robert Schuman Institute, National 
Democratic Institute, Caucasus Institute, the Netherlands 
Institute of  Multiparty Democracy and others. YRPA 
members were active in the political platforms abroad 
as well including YEPP, EDS, DEMYC. YRPA broad-
ened its participation to the centre-right political family 
becoming a full member of  IYDU. YRPA International 
Secretary was elected Deputy Chairman of  DEMYC.

In June, 2018 YRPA hosted an IYDU meeting in Yerevan 
which gathered around 25 young politicians from all over 
the world.

In April, 2018 Armenia has gone through a peaceful 
change of  power reshaping the political situation in the 
country. The RPA Prime Minister Serzh Sargsyan re-
signed following the protests led by an opposition leader 
who later became the Prime Minister. RPA is still the big-
gest political party in the Parliament, but has no mandate 
in the current Government. Thus the minority Govern-
ment is formulated in the parliamentary republic.
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Observer members
BSN Belarus
Belarusian Student Network

MDBG Bulgaria
Bulgaria of the Citizens Youth Movement

HAZ Croatia
Hrvatska Akademska Zajednica

CSJ Luxembourg
Chrëschtlesch Sozial Jugend Schüler a Studenten

During the period July 2017 — June 2018, Student Net-
work organised a series of  events for Belarusian students, 
dedicated to the topics of  the Bologna process, academ-
ic mobility and professional development of  students in 
different specialities. Among them three student clubs, 
which gather weekly during the whole working year, sev-
eral large festivals for guides and scientists, a few separate 
lectures and internal events. 

New initiatives were introduced – A “Debate club”, 
where students discuss current political issues and meet 

with politicians ambassadors and the university adminis-
tration amongst others.

Our members, with the support from the organisation, 
took part in a number of  international events such as 
EDS meetings, conferences on academic mobility and 
the Bologna process, training for politicians organised by 
KAS, Martens Centre and RSI.

Student Network in cooperation with Young Christian 
Democrats took part in local elections as members of  ini-
tiative groups and election observers. 

In the period June 2017 – July 2018 there weren’t any 
statutory national, regional or local elections in Bulgaria. 
In December 2017  IV Youth Academy of  MDBG was 
carried out in Primorsko, Bulgaria. 

The first National Assembly of  MDBG was carried out 
on 3 December  2017. The Assembly adopted the statute 
of  the organisation, and the new President and Executive 
Bureau were elected. Andrey Petkov was elected as Presi-
dent of  the organisation, and the newly elected members 
of  the Executive committee were Ivan Gudev, Petko Pet-
kov, Vasko Stoyanov, Georgi Vladov, Desislava Gancheva, 
Desislava Neycheva, Emil Dermendjiev, Ilina Mihaylova, 
Katrin Tsenova, and Michaela Bosseva. Also, in the first 
and third Executive Bureau meetings, the Vice-President 
and International Secretary were selected – Ivan Gudev 
and the second Vice- President and General Secretary – 
Petko Petkov. The new Executive body officially started 
its term on 3 December 2017, following the results of  the 
election. 

During the reporting period, many events took place 
within and outside the organisation. MDBG conducted 
a lot of  formal and informal meetings with collaborative 
organisations within the country for  future cooperation 
and partnerships. Many meetings with youth organisa-
tions from the democratic political spectrum were carried 
out, resulting in common actions for future projects and 
events. The basic objectives of  these meetings were to 

achieve mutual agreements on important political issues 
and take common actions in youth policies, youth involve-
ment and policy-making, future possibilities for collabora-
tion during local, national and international elections and 
collective actions on a variety of  topics and issues. 

On 29 March, an official event was organised by MDBG, 
with the title “The government should stop putting its 
hands on the business”. The initiative aimed to involve 
as many young people as possible and send a message to 
the government that it should not interfere and prevent 
small and medium-sized enterprises from operating. The 
reason behind the decision of  carrying out this event was 
the recently adopted regulation by the government which 
mandated all firms to dispose of  their current cash regis-
ters and purchase new ones, despite although the same 
change happened 6 years ago.

MDBG also issued many of  official positions during the 
reporting period. For example, the scandalous youth con-
ference under the Bulgarian Presidency of  the Council 
of  the European Union which resulted in a lot of  disap-
pointed young leaders who attended the event. 

All official opinions, statements and positions of  MDBG 
were published in the organisation’s official website, the 
Facebook, Instagram Pages and also in some national 
media. 

Croatian academic union (HAZ) is a student and ac-
ademic association that promotes the development of  
higher education, the fostering of  cultural heritage and 
the gathering of  people on democratic and state-based 
principles. Currently, HAZ is gathering more than 900 
members, and the number is still rising. It is an active as-
sociation providing and meeting student interests which 
are visible through the vast amount of  activities organ-
ised throughout the year. In February 2017 we held a 
Panel discussion on the topic; ''How to formalise student 
work?'', which is a relevant topic not only for students but 
also for those employing young individuals. During April 
our IT team worked on the new website of  HAZ. HAZ 
student members developed and created a new website 
for the organisation http://www.haz.hr/. Also, by the 
end of  May HAZ delegate organised a simulation of  the 
Croatian Parliament with the support of  ELSA, the Euro-
pean Law Student Association. June of  2017 was mainly 
dedicated to hosting 20 CSU scholarship beneficiaries in 
Zagreb within the Roundtable discussion on the future 
of  students in Croatia. Our HAZ branch in the city of  
Split was founded in June, which is very important due to 
a large number of  members who are studying in the Uni-
versity of  Split. In August a HAZ delegate, as the Presi-
dent of  ELSA Zagreb organised the 55th International 
Presidents’ Meeting in Zagreb, which was supported by 
the Croatian Government and the Croatian Prime Min-
ister. Elections for the Executive board of  HAZ Zagreb 

took place in September. HAZ delegates participated in 
the European People's Party Campaign Manager Meet-
ing held in Zagreb. Through its National Vice-President, 
HAZ also participated in the University Business Forum 
held in Vis, Croatia and contributed to the Forum with a 
presentation on Work-based Learning Trends in Higher 
Education. Our activities in November were mainly con-
centrated on the organisation of  the Masterclass lecture 
of  US Congressman Chris Smith on the topic ''Human 
rights: The US and the most vulnerable''. To conclude 
our working year of  2017, we organised a Panel discus-
sion on Students activism titled; ''I want, I can and I will!''. 
In January 2018, HAZ delegates participated in 52nd As-
sembly of  the UN Commission Working Group on In-
ternational Trade Law held in Vienna, Austria. Our Za-
greb branch participated in the Workshop; “Conference 
on the future of  Europe”, which was organised by the 
Hanns Seidel Foundation Croatia in February. The Main 
Board of  HAZ had the general assembly in March with 
more than 40 members participating. A HAZ Delegation 
participated in the EDS Council Meeting in Riga, Latvia; 
“Political Communication in a changing media environ-
ment - engaging young people with modern Communi-
cation Strategies”. In April the HAZ Zagreb branch pre-
sented the VOX communications workshop for students. 
During May and June, our activities were concentrated 
on the conceptualisation and organisation of  the Cen-
tre-Right Academy in Zagreb. 

From July 2017 to June 2018, CSJ Schüler a Studen-
ten(CSJ SAS) has organised three big events. On 14 July, 
CSJ SAS had a stand with self-made cocktails during the 
summer party of  the mother party, CSV. A closed meet-
ing was set up in Lutzhausen from 11-13 August 2017 on 
the topic, “what should be changed in education? “. From 
the 9th to 10th November 2017, a stand about the 30th 
anniversary of  Erasmus was set-up at the Student Fair. A 
photo challenge was organised for the occasion. The pho-
to with the most likes on Facebook, winning first prize, 
was awarded two interrail tickets. Our annual meeting 
was held on the 14 April 2018. At the moment, CSJ SAS 
is working on the election manifesto for the national elec-
tions, which are going to be held in October 2018.  

Luxemburg had local elections in October 2017. From 
our committee, six people were campaigning in the lo-

cal elections, two of  whom were elected. There are many 
preparations in motion for the national elections, which 
are going to be held on the 14th of  October. With three 
members of  our Committee, running for these elections, 
CSV aims to get a positive result.

An important domestic affair for the CSJ SAS other than 
preparing the election campaign and election manifesto is 
the law about trainees. The law distinguishes two different 
kinds of  training; stipulated and non-stipulated. Stipulat-
ed training is training done in the context of  academic 
studies. This kind of  training is not paid. Non-stipulated 
training for two or three months has a remuneration of  
1/3 of  the social minimum wage, and a trainee of  four 
to six month has a remuneration of  ½ of  the social min-
imum wage.
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YfI Serbia
Mladi za Inovacije
JUNE 2017
We organised the training course “Be better”, which 
was aimed at 25 youth workers from Serbia. It was held 
in Belgrade from 15 June till 19 July 2017. The project 
was the result of  cooperation between three organisa-
tions to spread awareness on the problems of  high un-
employment, and educate and inform youth workers on 
the causes and consequences of  unemployment. Before 
the training course, participants of  the project had to re-
search on the situation of  their environment. During the 
training course, they shared the results of  their research, 
got acquainted with participants from other cities, creat-
ed a network and increased cooperation between them. 
Participants acquired the skills of  writing business plans, 
advocacy, communication, negotiation and campaigning. 

FROM OCTOBER 2017 – DECEMBER 2017
One of  the major challenges faced in Serbia is the lack 
of  promotion of  democratic values. Therefore, we try 
to promote these EU values through various projects. 
Furthermore, youth participation is one of  the most se-

rious challenges our society is facing. As a result, we try 
to inspire young people to think of  ways how they can 
contribute to society. We recognised the lack of  connec-
tion between young people and local governments, as well 
as their lack of  knowledge about it. The project ‘’Be a 
counsellor’’, was carried out in several municipalities with 
the support of  the Ministry of  Youth and Sport of  the 
Government of  Serbia. The project saw the participation 
of  more than 400 young people, who took part in our 
workshops, simulations and other types of  training.

IN APRIL 2018 – CONFERENCE ON "YOUTH AND 
POLITICS"
With our partners form the New Third Way at the Facul-
ty of  Political Sciences, from the University of  Belgrade, 
we organised a one-day conference with the title; "Youth 
and Politics". We tried to pose and answer questions dur-
ing the electoral year about the participation of  youth in 
the political system of  Serbia. Distinguished guests, pro-
fessors and analysts gave us their insights on the situation 
in different countries as well.

Associated members
MK Czech Republic
Mladí konzervativci
We are a political youth organisation in the Czech Repub-
lic. Our goal is to promote conservative and liberal values. 
We believe in the free market economy, individual liberty, 
traditional family and the rule of  law.

We closely cooperate with Civic Democratic Party (ODS), 
which is the Czech centre-right liberal-conservative polit-
ical party.

In the organisational structure, Young Conservatives have 
around 1000 members spread in 22 local areas across the 
Czech Republic. The highest level of  the political struc-
ture of  the Young Conservatives is the bureau which is 
composed of  the Chairman, First Vice-Chairman, and 
another 3 Vice-Chairmen.

At social media level, our members are strongly active 
on Facebook, through our Facebook Page: https://www.
facebook.com/konzervativci/. We also stream political 
debates or interviews on public television on our channel:   
https://www.youtube.com/user/TvMladiKonzervativci 

In October 2017, Young Conservatives were elected to 
the Czech Chamber of  Deputies, with the Political Par-
ties receiving the following share of  the votes: Populist 
Movement ANO 2011 ( 29,64%), Civic Democratic 
Party (11,32), Pirates (10,79%),  Party of  Justice and De-
mocracy (10,64%), Communist (7,76), Social democrats 
(7,27%), Christian Democrats (5,80%), TOP 09 (5,31%). 
As you can observe, Civic Democratic Party is the only 
one centre-right party who can defend the market econ-
omy and democracy against the spreading of  populism 
in the Czech Republic. Subsequently, in January 2018, 
Young Conservatives started supporting a new Presi-
dential candidate, Mr Jiří Drahoš, as the alternative for 
pro-Russian Mr Miloš Zeman, who was re-elected in uni-
versal suffrage. As you can observe, it is a tricky situation 
for centre-right parties and Young Conservative. It can 
potentially be time for deep reflection or reform to a new 
direction and strategy of  the political agenda for the cen-
tre-right in the Czech Republic. 

With regards to domestic and international affairs, Young 
Conservatives are active in developing their policy agen-

da. Between June 2017 and June 2018, we carried out a 
few evangelising seminars for students at the secondary 
schools to boost democracy and liberty in our country. 
Subsequently, we organise political debates both at Uni-
versity level and in cooperation with democratic associ-
ations. Last but not least, Young Conservatives support 
centre-right candidates in all possible means in regional, 
national and European elections. 

On an international level, we regularly organise debates 
on cross-border cooperation between the Pilsner region 
and the Bayern region. Through this, we aim to tackle 
common challenges identified jointly such as; poor ac-
cessibility, migration policy, inappropriate business envi-
ronment, cross-border labour market integration, coop-
eration among universities or health centres, all this while 
enhancing the cooperation process for the purpose of  the 
overall harmonious development of  the Regions.

In June 2017, Young Conservatives successfully organised 
the Summer camp in Prague, with European Young Con-
servatives (EYC). 

Young Conservatives are members of  the following or-
ganisations: 

• European Young Conservatives (EYC)

• Democrat Youth Community of  Europe (DEMYC)

• International Young Democrat Union (IYDU)

• European Democrat Students (EDS)

• Česká rada dětí a mládeže (ČRDM)

During the last Presidential election in December 2017, 
Mr Milan Vyskočil, who had long-standing relationships 
with all engaging stakeholders, member organisations and 
centre-right parties, was nominated as the new Chairman 
of  the Young Conservatives. Former Chairman, Mr Jiří 
Fremr was nominated as Honorary President of  Young 
Conservatives.
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Bureau presence 
   Executive Members        Non-Executive Members

Physical Meetings  Falco Juriks Pyykkö Galea Poetis Angrisano Kiss Radu Losonci Kaniecki Ezako

Varna, August  Present Present Present Present Present Present Present - - Present Present

Brussels, September  Present Present Present Online Present Online Present - - Present Present

Cluj-Napoca, September Present Present Present Present Present Present Present - - Present Present

Skopje, December  Present Present Present Online Present Online Present - - Present Present

Vienna, January  Present Present Present Present Present Present Present Present Present Present Absent

Krakow, February  Present Present Present Present Present Present Present Present Present Present Present

Riga, April   Present Absent Present Present Present Present Present Present Present Present Present

Zagreb, June  Present Present Online Online Present Online Present Online Present Present Online

SUM:   100% 88% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 88%

Online Meetings           

October   Online Online Online Online Absent Online Online - - Online Online

SUM:   100% 100% 100% 100% 0% 100% 100% - - 100% 100%

TOTAL:   100% 100% 100% 100% 89% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 89%

M
em

be
r 

st
at

is
ti

cs
   Summer University Council Meeting Council Meeting Winter University Council Meeting 
   Varna  Cluj Napoca  Skopje  Krakow  Riga  

   Council WGs Council WGs Council WGs Council WGs Council WGs Overall

YRPA Armenia  Present Present Present Present Present Present Present Present Present Present 100%

AG Austria   Present Present Present Present Present Present Present Present Present Present 100%

BSN Belarus   Present Present Present Present Absent Absent Present Present Present Present 80%

CDS Belgium   Present Present Present Present Present Present Present Present Present Present 100%

EDH Belgium   Present Present Present Present Present Absent Present Absent Present Absent 70%

FISS Bulgaria   Present Present Present Present Present Present Present Present Present Present 100%

MDBG Bulgaria  Present Present Present Present Present Present Present Present Present Present 100%

MGERB Bulgaria  Present Present Present Present Present Present Present Present Present Present 100%

HAZ Croatia   - - Present Present Present Present Present Present Present Present 100%

SO HSS Croatia  Absent Absent Absent Absent Absent Absent Absent Absent Absent Absent 0%

FPK Protoporia Cyprus  Present Present Present Present Present Present Present Present Present Absent 90%

MK Czech Republic  Present Present Absent Absent Present Present Present Present Absent Absent 60%

KS Denmark   Present Present Present Present Present Present Present Present Present Present 100%

IRLY Estonia   Present Present Absent Absent Absent Absent Present Present Present Present 60%

TK Finland   Present Present Present Present Present Present Present Present Present Present 100%

UNI-MET France  Absent Absent Absent Absent Absent Absent Absent Absent Absent Absent 0%

YFU of VMRO-DPMNE  Present Present Present Present Present Present Absent Absent Absent Absent 60%

UYNM Georgia  Present Present Present Present Absent Absent Absent Absent Absent Absent 40%

YSO Graali   Absent Absent Absent Absent Absent Absent Absent Absent Absent Absent 0%

RCDS Germany  Present Present Present Present Present Present Present Present Present Present 100%

DAP-NDFK Greece  Present Present Present Present Present Present Present Present Present Present 100%

Fidelitas Hungary  Present Present Present Present Present Present Present Present Present Present 100%

SC Italy   Present Present Present Present Present Present Present Present Present Present 100%

GDS Italy   Present Present Present Present Absent Absent Present Present Present Present 80%

FR-LDK Kosovo  Present Present Absent Absent Present Present Present Present Absent Absent 60%

LFYA Lebanon  Present Present Present Present Absent Absent Present Present Absent Absent 60%

JKL Lithuania  Absent Absent Present Absent Present Present Absent Absent Present Present 50%

CSJ Luxemburg  Present Present Absent Absent Present Present Present Present Present Present 80%

SDM Malta   Present Absent Present Absent Absent Absent Present Present Present Present 60%

TLDM Moldova  Present Present Present Present Present Present Present Present Present Present 100%

HS Norway   Present Present Present Present Present Present Present Present Present Present 100%

SMD Poland   Present Present Present Present Present Present Present Present Present Present 100%

RMKDM Romania  Present Present Present Present Present Present Present Present Present Present 100%

CSL Romania   Absent Absent Absent Absent Absent Absent Absent Absent Absent Absent 0%

YDC Russia   Present Present Absent Absent Absent Absent Absent Absent Absent Absent 20%

YFI Serbia   Present Present Absent Absent Present Present Absent Absent Present Present 60%

ODM Slovakia  Present Present Present Present Absent Absent Present Present Absent Absent 60%

SAU Slovenia   Absent Absent Absent Absent Absent Absent Absent Absent Absent Absent 0%

NN.GG Spain   Present Present Present Absent Present Present Present Present Present Present 90%

FMSF Sweden  Present Present Present Present Present Present Present Present Present Present 100%

USA Ukraine   Present Present Present Present Present Present Present Present Absent Absent 80%

YS Ukraine   Present Present Present Present Present Present Present Present Present Present 100%

YCGE United Kingdom  Present Present Present Present Present Present Present Present Present Present 100%
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