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The year 2016 marks the 55th anniversary of the European Democrat Students (EDS), the largest student association of 
the centre-right and the offi  cial student organisation of the European People’s Party, the political family that has shaped 
Europe. Presently, EDS unites 45 member organisations from across Europe and its neighbourhood.
 
EDS is a fi rm advocate for entrepreneurship, e-learning, student mobility, and raises its voice on any issues aff ecting 
Higher Education. Moreover, during its Council Meetings, EDS develops policies on Human Rights and European aff airs 
which are subsequently promoted with the EPP and other policy-making stakeholders. EDS is committed to building 
strong and mutually benefi cial relations with the Eastern Partnership countries.
 
EDS is a full member of the European Youth Forum and the Robert Schuman Institute and enjoys a participatory status 
on the Council of Europe dating back to the early days of the organisation. EDS has a central offi  ce in Brussels and the 
leadership of the association is provided by the Executive Bureau, consisting of the Chair, the Secretary-General and 
eight Vice-Chairs.
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European Democrat Students is full member of the European Youth Forum(EYF), which consists of 99 National Youth 
Councils and Non-Governmental Organisations. Also political youth organisations, respectively; Youth of the Euro-
peans People´s Party (YEPP), Democrat Youth Community of Europe (DEMYC), EDS, Liberals European Movement 
of Youth Cooperation (LEMYC), the Greens, ISYO, European Cooperation of Socialist Youth (ECOSY) and the Young 
Federalists (JEF) are member of the EYF. EDS has been actively involved in all activities throughout the working year, 
and has had a great cooperation with the center-right organizations DEMYC and YEPP. This work led to the election 
of former Greek EDS delegate Vasia Alexandri into the board of EYF, ensuring that center-right opinions are well heard.
EDS has enhanced the relationship with YEPP, and has attended YEPP council meetings and has invited YEPP guests 
to our council meetings. In the EPP working group 1, that is working on the EPP electoral manifesto, EDS has worked 
with them to ensure the youth and student voice are well represented. We also expressed our ideas and visions for 
the future of Europe in a Youth Manifesto which EDS and YEPP organizations jointly presented ahead of the European 
elections. The European Elections were an important opportunity for EDS to form the future development of Europe by 
actively participating in writing of EPP electoral program. 
As a member of the Robert Schuman Institute EDS took part in many RSI events and activities during the whole year. 
EDS was present at the Annual Meeting of RSI and was invited at several occasions to give expert lectures at RSI 
Study Missions.
EDS is proud of its participatory status at the Council of Europe (CoE), dating back to the early days of our organi-
sation. Members of the executive bureau were actively involved in CoE events and EDS also nominated a Vice-Chair 
candidate for Education and Culture Committee of CoE’s INGO Conference. 
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European Democrat Students (EDS) is a pan-European centre-right 
student and youth political association representing over 1 600 000 
students in 42 member organisations from 35 countries in Europe. 
It advocates a free, democratic and united Europe through greater 
student mobility and comprehensive education policies across the 
continent.

Founded in 1961, EDS is one of the oldest and biggest youth or-
ganisations in Europe. The three pillars of EDS originally stood for 
Conservatism, Liberalism and Christian-Democracy. Today, EDS has 
grown into a large family which has an outlook that is varied, rich and 
unique, represented by the name ‘Democrat’: Here, student organ-
isations, political youth organisations as well as center-right NGOs 
come together to shape modern centre-right policies for Europe.
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The year 2016 marks the 55th anniversary of the Eu-
ropean Democrat Students. We should not forget that 
the centre-right youth or student cooperation as we 
enjoy it today was not always self-evident. Some sixty 
years ago, the establishment of a common centre-right 
student or youth structure was not yet a matter for 
debate. In 1961, when EDS was founded, the Berlin 
Wall was about to be built and Europe was anything 
but close to being united. Since then, we have come a 
long way and we should be very proud of what we have 
achieved. EDS has been an integral part in fostering the 
European identity and I am certain that in times such as 
these ones, when the European project is being chal-
lenged more than ever, our organisation will provide 
the tools to overcome these challenges and will carry 
Europe’s torch further. 
With that said, we are proudly presenting to you our 
Annual Report which offers a representative view of 
our activities, main topics, projects and achievements. 
This publication invites you to look and read through the 
working year 2015/16, yet another successful year for 
EDS, during which a lot of work has been undertaken 
in the quest for a more prosperous and better Europe. 
We have continued to advocate student policies, being 
frontrunners in the promotion of the entrepreneurial 
spirit and digital skills, all while having made substantial 
efforts to upgrade our ‘Students at Risk’ programme 
at a European level. EDS has contributed decisively to 
the EPP, with resolutions, ideas and active participation 
and was present at the EPP Congress in Madrid with a 

team of forty, the majority of whom assisted the EPP 
in accomplishing what has been another successful 
Congress.

The past working year has seen EDS placing an in-
creased emphasis on the European project and its 
achievements; accomplishments on which we must 
continue to pride ourselves. It was in this spirit that 
we held our Winter University in Berlin on the topic 
of “Europe 2030: United We Stand” and our historic 
Council Meeting in London, which took place a mere 
two months before the UK’s referendum on EU mem-
bership, where we discussed the phenomenon of pop-
ulism and its implications for the European project.  
Finally, from the bottom of my heart, I want to thank 
everyone who contributed towards keeping the United 
Kingdom within our Union. EDS respects the decision of 
the British people while deeply regretting the outcome 
of the referendum. The European Union is an achieve-
ment that we can be immensely proud of. At the same 
time, this is indeed a time for reflection, one in which 
we have to demonstrate the added value the EU brings 
to the everyday lives of our citizens and endeavour to 
reach the hearts of fellow Europeans around us.
Please read through our Annual Report for more details 
regarding the past working year. We hope that you will 
enjoy your reading and keep in mind that EDS is always 
interested in receiving feedback, hearing your ideas, 
and discovering more ways to proudly serve students 
across Europe. 

Georgios Chatzigeorgiou  
Chairman
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Dear friends of the EDS, 
It is a pleasure for yet again addressing you in this Annual Report.
The past year has been a very challenging one. The relative weight of the different 
threats may have shifted, but we are still confronted with the same challenges: mi-
gration and the refugees crisis, terrorism, conflicts and tensions in our neighbourhood, 
Russia’s aggressive foreign policy, populism and a lagging economy.
Migration and terrorism have stolen the spotlight from economic grievances. The re-
grettable outcome of the UK referendum has created a new challenge, one we hoped 
to avoid but now demands our full attention. The divorce between Britain and the Euro-
pean Union should be concluded as soon as possible, and we must protect the Union 
and remaining Member States as much as possible from any negative consequences. 
We will also firmly oppose any attempts to interfere with the freedom of movement and 
the rights of EU citizens living in the UK.
But amidst these challenges, we cannot lose sight of the economy.
Member States have managed during the financial and economic crisis to put their 
differences aside and make the European Union more resilient. But we must not make 
the mistake of believing that the worst is behind us. The instability of the international 
situation should cause us to be cautious and to work even harder to enhance the solid-
ity, cohesion and competitiveness of our economy.
For this purpose, we have first of all to complete the Single Market. All the right pro-
posals are on the table: digital Europe, capital markets union, services union, energy 
union. These are all fundamental to helping us boost our growth and create new jobs, 
our principal goal, especially when confronted with an intolerable youth unemployment 
rate in Southern Europe. But we must realise that Europe is not an island, but part of 
an increasingly interconnected global economy. It is hence also necessary to extend 
the European Single Market into a deep, fair and mutually advantageous transatlantic 
single market. 
Secondly, we need to adapt our education and training systems to the needs of the 
21st century economy, to transform them into sources of innovation, entrepreneurship, 
creativity and initiative.
And finally, we have to foster a new economic culture favourable for investment and 
business creation, based on less red tape, more flexibility and efficient spending.
On all these issues, the EPP is and will remain at the forefront. And we know that we 
will always be able to count on EDS to nourish our debate with interesting proposals 
on e-learning, youth entrepreneurship and the skills gap, or with projects such as the 
European Digital University.
But let’s not forget that the EPP is above all a party of values. Which is why I particularly 
welcome your initiative on Students at Risk, which aims at allowing young people ex-
pelled from university due to their involvement in the struggle for freedom and democra-
cy in their countries the opportunity to finish their studies in Europe. This is a most noble 
goal and one of the reasons why we are proud to have you in our family!

Thank you for 
a successful year! 
As Secretary General of the European People’s Party, it is my pleasure to address you – 
the European Democrat Students. 
The EPP family works as one team with our member parties, associations, and working 
groups for a common purpose – to create a democratic, transparent, prosperous and 
efficient Europe that is close to its citizens. In this mission, EDS has always been a 
strong and reliable partner, having the highest record of adopted resolutions by the 
Party. Over the course of the previous working year, I have been impressed by the EDS 
leadership for the issues they raised. EDS has been at the forefront of promoting youth 
entrepreneurship and addressing the skills gap in Europe, advocating for practical solu-
tions to improve the life of young people. Your expertise and contribution in the sector of 
education and in other decisive youth and student related topics add a very important 
dimension to our family.
The EPP philosophy has always focused on the belief that every human being should 
be treated fairly and equally. It is therefore my utmost pleasure to see that your Chair-
man Georgios Chatzigeorgiou carried on and showed himself personally committed to 
the success of the “Students at Risk” programme, targeting students who have been 
expelled from university due to their political struggle for human rights and democracy 
in their home countries. Thanks to EDS’s dedication to this project, which offers young 
people an opportunity to finish their studies abroad, you are making a difference beyond 
European borders. 
As EDS celebrated its 55th anniversary this year, it was a great honour to be invited as 
the keynote speaker at your celebrations in Berlin. Not least since this was one of the 
rare opportunities to meet so many young people who share a very important quality: 
an interest in politics and a commitment to make Europe a better place. Be it through 
initiating the iMEurope campaign to strengthen the European spirit or fostering ties with 
the British youth at this crucial time, EDS has been vocal supporter of a stronger Europe. 
I would like to congratulate you once again on all your achievements and efforts over 
the decades - for your innovative spirit, dedication and hard work. I wish you continuous 
success and look forward to advance our cooperation in the upcoming year! 

Joseph Daul,  
EPP President

GREETINGS
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Dear frienDs, 
On behalf of the Group of the European 
People’s Party (EPP) in the European Par-
liament, I first would like to warmly con-
gratulate you for your activities within the 
European Democrat Students and for your 
commitment to our common values. More 
than ever, the European Union needs con-
vinced young people, who carry the Euro-
pean message and take over the Europe-
an construction that was launched by its 
Founding Fathers in the 1950’s. 

The major challenges Europe is facing today are tests for 
European solidarity. Faced with criticism, with the rise of 
populist forces that exploit our citizens’ worries, we must 
hold tight. Far from putting European unity into question, 
the tensions that the Schengen Area and the Eurozone are 
 suffering from must bring us to strengthen European inte-
gration even further. The single currency and free movement 
of people are some of our greatest achievements. They are 
the cornerstones of the EU and of European integration. 

We must counter the attacks coming from those who never 
believed in them. However, we must adapt them to the new 
situations created by the financial crises and immigration 
waves coming from Southern countries. The solution to the 
Eurozone crisis will come with greater convergence of so-
cial and fiscal policies in the 27 Member states. As for the 
Schengen Area, its rules must be adapted while preserving 
the principle of free movement. 

The members of my political group in the European Parlia-
ment are committed to pursuing European integration in 
accordance with our common values. We know that we 
can count on you to continue this work in the future, and we 
thank you very much for this. 

All the best, 

Sincerely, 

Joseph Daul
Chairman of the EPP Group in the European Parliament

Dear frienDs, 
As Secretary General of the European 
 People’s Party it is my honour and pleasure 
to address you. The Annual Report reflects 
the diversity of your activities that we in the 
EPP so much appreciate. EDS celebrates its 
50th Anniversary this year and it is not a co-
incidence that your organisation is the  oldest 
in the European centre-right movement. 
For decades, a number of EDS activists have fought for the 
European ideas of freedom, democracy and human rights. 

The European Union with its focus on those same values is 
in itself a success story. With the reunification of our conti-
nent, Europe finally found its place and European Integration 
has proved to be for the benefit of the people. Most impor-
tant is to keep in mind those fellow Europeans who still live 
under persistent oppression and fear.

EDS, as an active organisation in the struggle for our com-
mon values and as a pioneer in opening new horizons and 
building bridges, plays an important role in the debates 
about the challenges of our continent. The elections for the 
European Parliament in 2014 will be different from those 
before, bringing political competition and choice. The Euro-
pean People’s Party as the biggest political family will have 
to tackle the key questions our European citizens are preoc-
cupied with. As a constant and reliable partner of the EPP 
and the force accentuating students’ interests and beliefs, 
EDS is asked to contribute with ideas, incentives, innovation 
and creativity. The European Identity EDS is calling for will be 
of utmost importance in the years to come. 

I have seen EDS doing impressive work in each area you 
are dealing with. With many resolutions adopted in our Po-
litical Assemblies, and constant contributions in the Working 
Groups, EDS has multiplied its impact. The newsletter and 
the newsmagazine are exemplary in communicating your posi-
tions, as are the conferences EDS organises. We were happy 
to see so many attending the Winter Universities in Brussels. 
With thousands of alumni EDS assembles a network of com-
mitted Europeans who shaped Europe over the decades. 

For the future I am happy to continue our fruitful cooperation 
and I wish you all the best for the decades to come – Europe 
needs you.  

Antonio López-Istúriz White
Secretary General European People’s Party

Greetings

Antonio López-Istúriz White,  
EPP Sectetary General
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BUREAU

Georgios 
Chatzigeorgiou  

Chairman
Georgios Chatzigeorgiou (26) was born in Larnaca, Cyprus. He holds a Bachelor degree 
in Law and is a Barrister-at-law of the Lincoln’s Inn of Court in the United Kingdom. 
Georgios also holds a Masters degree in Corporate Law from University College London 
(UCL). He is currently a member of the British Bar Council and had previously during his 
postgraduate studies been a member of the Institute of Advanced Legal Studies.
Georgios has been involved in youth politics since 2006 when he joined NEDISY’s pupil 
branch MAKI. Since then, he has held local and national positions, serving amongst 
others as the Chairman of MAKI and Chairman of his school’s executive committee in 
2008. He is currently a member of the Political Bureau of NEDISY, as well as a member 
of the Political Bureau of DISY.
Georgios has been active in FPK Protoporia since entering law school in 2010 and his 
involvement in EDS as FPK Protoporia’s delegate started at the 2013 Winter Universi-
ty in Lviv, Ukraine. Georgios served as EDS Vice-Chairman for two terms before being 
elected Chairman of the organisation in August 2015. Together with Secretary-General 
Ivan Burazin, Georgios is principally responsible for the day-to-day running of the EDS. As 
Chairman of EDS, some of his more specific responsibilities include external representa-
tion and fundraising with the Erasmus Plus programme, the Council of Europe and other 
partners. Georgios is also chairing the EDS Council and Bureau Meetings, he assumes 
an important role in the organisation of EDS events and assists the Vice-Chairs in the 
development of input and output strategies.
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BUREAU

Virgilio  
Falco
Vice-Chairman
Virgilio Falco (26) is Vice-Chairman of EDS.
He also serves as the National President of StudiCentro and co-ordinator of the 
education committee of the Italian National Youth Council (FNG) while studying 
Law in Rome at LUMSA University. Virgilio worked at the Italian Parliament in 2012, 
before being appointed as EDS Deputy Secretary General and moving to Brussels. 
First elected Vice-Chairman in 2014, Virgilio was confirmed in office the following 
year at the EDS Summer University in Malta. He is a regular contributor to the Ital-
ian newspaper “Il Foglio and Formiche.net” on  the topics of education and politics. 
Virgilio has been consulted several times by the Parliament and the Ministry of Ed-
ucation on reforms to the school and university sector. Virgilio is also a volunteer at 
the Papal Basilica of St. John Lateran. Over the course of this working year, Virgilio 
has been responsible for membership enquiries, the newsletter and the website. 
He is also member of the Social Media Team. Having had the opportunity to live 
in two European capitals, Virgilio advocates a Federal Europe, strengthening the 
European Union competences, and involving the peoples of Europe in this political 
process of building a Europe based on its ethical, historical, and cultural values.

Efthymia 
Katsouri
Vice-Chairwoman
Efthymia Katsouri (26) is from Athens, Greece. She obtained her Bachelor of 
Law and Masters in European Law from the University of Surrey, United King-
dom. She is a member of the Athens Bar Association and a Practicing Attorney 
specialising mainly in property and private international law.
She has been actively involved in youth politics both on a national and Europe-
an level. In 2014, she was appointed member of the ONNED international com-
mittee and has participated as a delegate of DAP-NDFK at a series of events of 
different European political youth organisations. She has also been appointed 
an electoral officer on many occasions within national, regional, European par-
liamentary, as well as the presidential elections of New Democracy. 
Her responsibilities within the bureau include the coordination of the amend-
ments made to the provisions of the statutes, the editing, publication and co-
ordination of the EDS’s newsletter and overall assistance in all areas, such as 
drafting, preparing different types of official documentation required for the 
needs of the EDS. She has externally represented EDS at many congresses, 
summer schools and political academies. 
Efthymia believes in the encouragement of participation of youth in politics 
based on democratic and Christian values.
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BUREAU

Mitya 
Atanasov
Vice-Chairman 
Mitya Atanasov (31) is EDS Vice-Chairman and Secretary of 
MGERB in Bulgaria, Sofia.
Mitya holds a Bachelor degree in Information Technologies and 
a Masters degree in Political Science with a specialisation in 
European Governance. He is also a young entrepreneur, working 
as project manager in the IT sector. He believes that every EU 
citizen needs to give a good personal example of how to con-
tribute to a better society, country, and union, as the European 
Union is our home and we are we hold the keys to its future. 
Since GERB’s rise as the leading political party in Bulgaria in 
2006, Mitya has been working on the political campaign team 
of GERB for seven successful political elections, including the 
mayoral elections in Sofia, as well as the national, European and 
presidential elections of Bulgaria. All these campaigns resulted 
in victory and cemented GERB’s position as the strongest po-
litical force in Bulgaria. Within EDS, Mitya serves his first term 
as Vice-Chairman. Before his election to this post, Mitya had 
already led the Permanent Working Group “Policies for Europe” 
as Co-Chair. Within the Bureau, he is responsible for the con-
ference resolutions and the PWG Policies for Europe. Despite 
the rocky road ahead of the Union, Mitya believes in a stronger, 
united Europe based on common values. 

Silvie  
Rohr 
Vice-Chairwoman
Silvie Rohr (25) lives in Berlin and pursued studies in Law at Humboldt-University. 
Her political involvement began in 2009 when volunteering with the NGO “Solidari-
ty with Women in Distress” in Mombasa, Kenya. From 2010 onwards, she became 
active in student politics, joining RCDS and assuming a position on the board of 
her university’s student parliament. In 2012, Silvie was elected Vice-Chairwoman 
of RCDS Germany. In this capacity, she served as Chair of the Federal Committee 
for European Affairs. Currently, Silvie is a member of Konrad-Adenauer-Stiftung’s 
working group “Junge Integrationspolitiker” and of CDU’s federal network on inte-
gration. Besides her political commitments, Silvie worked as student assistant for 
the German television channel ZDF. Her active involvement with EDS dates back 
to 2012, when she attended the Summer University in Sopron, Hungary. Silvie 
served two terms in the Editorial Team and became Editor-in-Chief of BullsEye in 
2014. Within the Bureau, she was primarily responsible for fundraising issues and 
publications, but also assisted in policy and strategic questions. Over the course of 
her term, Silvie led EDS’s in-house magazine BullsEye to a new level, establishing 
a new website (www.bullseye-magazine.eu) and initiating the creation of a digital 
archive for the publication.  Additionally, she has worked on the conception of EDS’ 
“iMEurope” campaign and represented the organisation at the EPP Working Group 
2 on Economic and Social Policies.

BUREAU
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BUREAU

George 
Serban 
Vice-Chairman 
George Constantin Serban (23) holds a Bachelor degree in 
Computer Sciences from the University of Bucharest and is cur-
rently working in the video game industry as a developer. His 
involvement in politics dates back to 2011 when he was part 
of the efforts of reviving the pupils’ organisation of the National 
Liberal Party of Romania which had not been active since 1939 
and subsequently, elected Vice-Chairman of its first Executive 
Bureau. Currently, George holds the position of Co-International 
Secretary of CSL (Cluburile Studentesti Liberale), the student or-
ganisation of the National Liberal Party dedicated to promoting 
the European values among Romanian students. 
First entering the EDS family during the 2013 Council Meeting 
in Athens, George soon after joined the EDS social media team 
and worked side by side with the board in elaborating new 
promotional strategies for the organisation. In August 2015, 
George was elected Vice-Chairman of the European Democrat 
Students, assuming the duties of managing the association’s so-
cial media and digital assets, and assisting his colleagues with 
his IT expertise in projects such as the BullsEye website and 
iMEurope campaign. In his position as Social Media Director, 
George partook in multiple meetings in Brussels, coordinating 
with the whole Social Media team of the EPP family to ensure 
a good cooperation between EDS and its partner organisations, 
including the EPP, the EPP Group, the Wilfried Martens Centre 
and EPP Group in the Committee of the Regions, on a daily basis, 
as well as larger events such as the EPP Congress and the EPP’s 
Anniversary.  

Sophia  
Skoda 
Vice-Chairwoman
Sophia Skoda (21) lives in Vienna, Austria. Currently, she studies International 
Business Administration at the University of Vienna. 
Highly dedicated to higher education and research policy, Sophia has been an 
active member of the Austrian EDS member organization “AktionsGemein-
schaft” and the Austrian Students Union since 2013. She holds a mandate in 
the Students Commission at the faculty of economics and is the International 
Coordinator of the Austrian Students Union at the faculty of economics at 
her university. After becoming interested in European youth politics, Sophia 
attended her first EDS event in Budapest in February 2014. In July the same 
year, she was elected International Secretary of AG. For the working year 
2014/2015, Sophia served as Co-Chair of the Permanent Working Group on 
Higher Education and Research. At the Summer University in Valletta, Malta, 
Sophia was elected Vice-Chairwoman of EDS. For this working term, she was 
mainly responsible for assisting the Higher Education and Research Working 
Group on policy matters. Additionally, Sophia coordinated the EDS Alumni 
Network and co-organized the alumni reception at the Winter University in 
Berlin.  Lastly, she contributed with policy input and outreach proposals in the 
internal iMEurope campaign working group.
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Alexander 
O’Brien 
Vice-Chairman 
Alexander O’Brien (27) lives in London where he works in corporate 
governance. Born and raised in Yorkshire, Alexander read Law at the 
University of Nottingham before going on to study for a Master’s in 
Law and Corporate Governance at the University of Portsmouth. He 
was elected to the EDS Bureau as a Vice-chair in July 2015.
Alexander first became involved in youth politics during the 2010 UK 
General Election after joining his university’s Conservative Association. 
He went on to hold various positions in Conservative Future, the youth 
wing of the UK Conservative Party, including Branch Chairman, North 
Yorkshire Area Chairman and Regional Campaigns Officer for Yorkshire 
& the Humber. He is also active in the Conservative Party itself and is a 
former Deputy Chairman of his local Conservative Association.
Alexander joined the Young Conservative Europe Group in 2012 and 
became its Chairman in 2013, a position he continues to hold today. 
He has been an active member of EDS since 2012 and has led the EDS 
proofreading team since 2013. 
During the 2016 EU Referendum he was part of the “Remain” cam-
paign which fought for Britain’s continued membership of the European 
Union. Although that campaign was unsuccessful, with Britain voting 
to leave on 23 June, Alexander still believes strongly in the European 
Project and the need for continued cooperation and friendship between 
the United Kingdom and the EU.

Olivia 
Andersson  
Vice-Chairwoman
Olivia Andersson (25) is undertaking her Master of Science in European Studies 
at the University of Gothenburg. She is an alumna of the Stockholm Free World 
Forum’s Foreign Policy Academy, holds a Bachelors degree in Political Science and 
has lived and studied in Sweden, Japan, USA and most recently Austria, where 
she worked as a trainee at the Swedish delegation to the Organization for Security 
and Co-operation in Europe.
Olivia became involved in Swedish politics during the 2009 European elections and 
in international politics in 2011. She attended her first EDS event in 2012. Since 
then she has held local, regional and national positions with Moderate Students, 
the Moderate Youth League and its international committee. She has worked as 
political secretary for the Moderate Party in Linköping, published articles, opinion 
pieces and reports, served two-and-a-half years on the education committee of 
Linköping municipality and is currently International Secretary of FMSF and Vice 
Chairwoman of EDS.
Within the Bureau, Olivia had her ordinary responsibilities in the areas of output 
strategies which includes policy papers and resolutions, the Permanent Working 
Group on Human Rights, and fundraising. Additionally, she made contributions to 
the social media team, wrote for the newsletter and BullsEye magazine and pro-
duced a new, updated political manifesto, as well as several conference resolu-
tions as part of her policy brief. 
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BUREAU

Ivan  
Burazin  
Secretary General
Ivan Burazin (26) lives in Split, Croatia. Initially a student at the local university’s 
Faculty of Law, he obtained a Bachelor’s degree in Administrative Law with a spe-
cialisation in public administration and governance. Afterwards, he completed his 
Master’s degree in Forensic Sciences and National Security Studies. Currently, 
Ivan is pursuing a PhD in International Relations. His research centres in particular 
on the sociology of terrorism, globalisation and its effects on developing countries, 
United States foreign policy towards the Middle East, and non-state actors, as 
well as counter-radicalisation policies. Ivan has been active in EDS since 2011, 
attending as a delegate for SO HSS Croatia. First acting as one of the Co-Chairs of 
the Permanent Working Group for Human Rights, Ivan was elected as EDS Vice-
Chair in 2013, serving two consecutive terms in this position. During his tenure, 
he was responsible for the drafting of applications for the European Youth Founda-
tion, as well as Social Media and Entrepreneurship project research. At the Annual 
Meeting in Malta in 2015, Ivan was appointed for his current position as Secretary 
General of EDS. In this capacity, his main responsibilities include the management 
of the day-to-day running at the EDS Office, the handling of the budget and fi-
nances and the provision of support for the other EDS officers in their tasks. Ivan 
also handles most of the communication with member organisations, the council, 
event organisers, and maintains institutional relations.

Pavlina 
Pavlova   
Deputy Secretary 
General
Pavlina Pavlova (24) is currently running the Brussels Office as EDS Deputy 
Secretary General. Her responsibilities include manifold administrative and 
organisational tasks, ranging from communicating with member organi-
sations and organising events to liaising with officials from the European 
institutions and providing financial administration.  Pavlina is a graduate of 
the KU Leuven with an MA (Hons.) in European Studies. While studying 
in Leuven, she was co-editor of an international student publication and 
interned at the office of Slovak MEP Miroslav Mikolasik. She continued 
in the European Parliament by joining the EPP Group to support the work 
of the policy advisors in the Committee on Internal Market and Consumer 
Protection. Most recently, Pavlina interned with the Wilfried Martens Cen-
tre for European Studies. She also contributed an article on the geopolitical 
importance of TTIP for the Martens Centre’s flagship publication ‘European 
View’. Before coming to Belgium, Pavlina studied at Charles University in 
Prague where she likewise gained work experience in both the public and 
private sector. She interned with a national trade promotion agency of the 
Ministry of Industry and Trade and worked as an assistant to the director 
of a contemporary fine arts gallery. As a Slovak national, Pavlina is a proud 
member of the EDS member organisation “Civic Democratic Youth”.

18 19



 

Eva 
Majewski  
Honorary Chairwoman
Eva Majewski (30) is EDS Honorary Chairman and supports the work of the Executive Bureau. 
Primarily, she helped with external representation and policy. This included amongst others the 
tabling and coordination of the first-ever joint resolution of all EPP associations on the “Day of 
the Associations“, which was presented upon the EPPs 40th anniversary and unanimously ap-
proved. Eva also represented EDS at the Horizon2020 project “Catch EYou” and the foundation 
“Youth and Seniors for Europe”. Based in Berlin, Eva is a senior political advisor in the German 
Bundestag for the CDU/CSU-Group and acts as Secretary General to the Young Group. Eva is 
a Master of Science in Business Administration, Management and Economics. Her studies led 
her to Italy and the United States. Previous professional experience of hers include placements 
at the House of Representatives and German Lloyd (now DNVGL) in China.  Eva wrote her 
Master’s thesis in South Africa in cooperation with Germany’s state promotional bank. Eva has 
been active in politics from a young age. She was a Regional Chairwoman of RCDS, in addition 
to being elected onto the student parliament for several terms and a member of the Academic 
Senate of her alma mater. She has been active for the CDU and Junge Union at the local and 
national level. On the European level, Eva is now a delegate at the EPP Political Assembly for 
the CDU and member of its national expert group on European Affairs.
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DATE WHERE WHAT WHO

01-02.09. Brussels EPP Working Group 3 Ivan Burazin

01-02.09. Brussels EPP Political Assembly Georgios Chatzigeorgiou, Ivan Burazin, Virgilio Falco

03.09. Brussels Meeting with EPP President Daul Georgios Chatzigeorgiou

04.09. Brussels Meeting with EPP Sec Gen López-Istúriz Ivan Burazin

04.09. Brussels European Parliament Silvie Rohr

07.09. Brussels EYF Consultancy Meeting Ivan Burazin

08.09. Berlin Debate: 25 Years after the Iron Curtain with Students from Belarus Silvie Rohr

17.09. Brussels EPP Amendement Committee Ivan Burazin and Georgios Chatzigeorgiou

18.09. Brussels Meetings with EPP Staff Georgios Chatzigeorgiou

20.09. Nicosia FPK Protoporia Congress Georgios Chatzigeorgiou

21-22.09. Brussels EPP Study Mission: Digital Skills EDS Bureau

23.09. Berlin Meetings with EPP Staff Eva Majewski, Silvie Rohr

04.-06.10. Manchester UK Conservative Party Conference 2015 Alexander O'Brien

06.11. Brussels ESU 20 Years Anniversary, Speaker Eva Majewski

09.11. Berlin KAS Europa-Rede Eva Majewski

09-11.10. Berlin RCDS Annual Meeting Georgios Chatzigeorgiou, Eva Majewski, Sophia Skoda, 
Silvie Rohr

16.-18.10. Hamburg JU Deutschlandtag Eva Majewski, Silvie Rohr

21-22.10. Madrid EPP Congress EDS Bureau

21.10. Madrid Panel Discussion with ESU and EUCDW Georgios Chatzigeorgiou

21.10. Madrid EPP Resolution Committee EDS Bureau

21.10. Madrid EPP Political Assembly EDS Bureau

22.10. London Panel Discussion: "Europe - Is it worth it?" Alexander O'Brien

22.10. Madrid Meeting with International Republican Institute (IRI) EDS Bureau

25.-26.10. Sorrento NCD Italy Summer School Virgilio Falco

28.-29.10. Paris Ad hoc Task Force on Social Inclusion Virgilio Falco

30.10-01.11. Oslo Youth European Conference/Council Meeting Olivia Andersson

06.11-08.11. Stockholm FMSS 80th Anniversary Olivia Andersson

16.11. Brussels RSI Study Visit „How Europe Works” Pavlina Pavlova

19.11. Brussels Members’ Meeting of the RSI Union Pavlina Pavlova

26-29.11. Madrid YFJ COMEM Georgios Chatzigeorgiou, Ivan Burazin

27.11. Madrid PPYO Meeting Georgios Chatzigeorgiou, Ivan Burazin

02.12. Brussels WMCES Economic Ideas Forum Ivan Burazin

03.12. Brussels Meeting with EPP Deputy SecGen López-Istúriz Ivan Burazin

04-07.12. Kiev YEPP Council Meeting Georgios Chatzigeorgiou

09.-10.12. Geneve YFJ Advocacy Meeting Virgilio Falco

10-11.12. Yerevan Interview with Armenian TV Channel Georgios Chatzigeorgiou

10.-11.12. Brussels EPP Politicial Assembly Sophia Skoda

11.12. London Address from Syed Kamall MEP Alexander O'Brien

14.12. Rome Meeting with Pier Ferdinardo Casini Ivan Burazin, Virgilio Falco

15.12. London CGE Christmas Reception Alexander O'Brien

15.-.17.01. Beirut DEMYC Study Trip Eva Majewski

16.-17.01. Berlin Alumni Congress Silvie Rohr

20-24.01. Budapest Trainer at RSI Young Leaders Academy Georgios Chatzigeorgiou

28-29.01. Brussels EPP Political Assembly Georgios Chatzigeorgiou

05.-07.02. Vilnius Policy Training for Young Belarusian Politicians Eva Majewski

29.02. Brussels European Parliament Georgios Chatzigeorgiou

01.03. Brussels “A lack of opportunities for young people due to the European 
Crisis?”, Speaker Georgios Chatzigeorgiou

01.03. Brussels EPP Working Group 3 Georgios Chatzigeorgiou

09.03. London Neil Carmichael MP: The Case for Remain Alexander O'Brien

15.03. Brussels Meeting with Directors of the European Youth Foundation Ivan Burazin

28.03. Tbilisi Meeting with YSO Graali Representatives Olivia Andersson

04-05.04. Brussels EPP Political Assembly Georgios Chatzigeorgiou, Eva Majewski, Pavlina Pavlova

05.04. Brussels EPP Working Group 1 Georgios Chatzigeorgiou

06.04. Brussels Students at Risk' Meetings Georgios Chatzigeorgiou

06.04. Brussels Meeting with Tomi Huhtanen, Director of the Martens Centre Georgios Chatzigeorgiou, Pavlina Pavlova

7.-10.04. Skopje DEMYC Council Meeting Virgilio Falco
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07.-08.04. Brussels EPP Group Ideas Lab George Serban

12.04. Zagreb HSST and MFA Conference and Round Table Ivan Burazin

14-16.04. Brussels YFJ COMEM Georgios Chatzigeorgiou

15.04. Brussels Meeting with PPYOs Georgios Chatzigeorgiou

15.-16.04. Thessaloniki ONNED Congress Efthymia Katsouri

25.-26.04. Sofia EPP Campaign Managers Meeting Mitya Atanasov

28.-30.04. Vienna Beacon Project Meeting Ivan Burazin

30.4.16 Pulheim/Cologne Inception Event 'Foundation Youth and Seniors for Europe' Eva Majewski

03.05. Brussels Members’ Meeting of the RSI' Union Pavlina Pavlova

05.05. Otzenhausen Briefing for Young Politicians from Balkan Countries Eva Majewski

06.-08.05. Nyköping Annual Congress Olivia Andersson, Ivan Burazin

08.05. Nicosia NEDISY 40 years Georgios Chatzigeorgiou

09.05. Oxford Brexit Debate with MP Jacob Rees-Mogg Silvie Rohr

11.05. Berlin JU Frühlingsempfang with EPP Vice-President Kinga Gal Silvie Rohr

12.-15.05. Chisinau European Youth Forum of Moldova George Serban, Silvie Rohr

13.-15.5. Paris Presentation of EDS ideas on Higher Education Eva Majewski

13.-15.05. Loutraki KAS Political Academy Efthymia Katsouri

19.-22.05. Bucharest YEPP Council Meeting George Serban

20.-22.05. Beirut Study Trip Silvie Rohr

21.05. Strasbourg PPYO Panel and Debate at EYE2016 Ivan Burazin

30.05. Luxembourg EPP Political Assembly Georgios Chatzigeorgiou, Ivan Burazin

30.05. Luxembourg EPP 40 years Anniversary Georgios Chatzigeorgiou, Ivan Burazin

31.05. Luxembourg EPP Working Group 1 & 3 Georgios Chatzigeorgiou, Ivan Burazin

03.-05.06. Oxford EU Referendum Campaign Trip Alexander O'Brien

04.-05.06. Aheloy Congress of "Bulgaria of Citizens"; Meeting with Vice-Prime 
Minister of Bulgaria Mitya Atanasov

05.06. Aheloy Meeting with Mr.Torsten Gaisler, Head of KAS Bulgaria Mitya Atanasov

05.06. Beirut Kataeb Youth Congress Virgilio Falco

08.06. London Address by Sir John Major Alexander O'Brien

10-12.06. Oslo HS Annual Congress Georgios Chatzigeorgiou, Olivia Andersson, Alexander 
O'Brien

15-30.6. Larnaca/Nicosia Fundraising Meetings Georgios Chatzigeorgiou

20.06. Brussels EPP Working Group 2 Silvie Rohr, Pavlina Pavlova

20.06. Brussels Meeting with MEPs Silvie Rohr

22.06. Brussels EPP Working Group 1 Pavlina Pavlova

23.06. St. Augustin KAS Archive for Christian-Democratic Policy Silvie Rohr

25 - 28.06. Šipan HSST and Atlantic Council Conference Ivan Burazin

28.06.-01.07. Paris Youth Forum Academy Olivia Andersson

29.-30.06. Vilnius Meeting with JKL and KAS Ivan Burazin

21.-24.07. Graz DEMYC Summer School Virgilio Falco
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Leadership, 
Coordination and 
Representation
The EDS Executive Bureau 2015/16 commenced 
its work immediately after the Annual Meeting 
in Valletta, Malta. Already at the first Bureau 
Meeting, all Vice-Chairs were assigned different 
portfolios on which to report at every Bureau 
Meeting. The new Bureau exchanged opinions 
on policies and ideas to be implemented during 
the working year. It set an optimistic plan on the 
locations and organisation of EDS events for the 
working year and we are very happy to report 
that the plan has been achieved to a very large 
extent. 

Moreover, at the first Bureau Meeting, the new 
co-chairs for our Permanent Working Groups 
were chosen along with Henrique Laitenberger, 
the Editor-in-Chief of our debating magazine Bull-
sEye. The EDS Bureau quickly arrived at a con-
sensus to hold the second Bureau Meeting and 
Co-Chair training in Brussels from 4-6 September 
2015.

The Chairman was in particular tasked with the 
role of assisting the EDS Bureau in its endeavour 
to fulfil the targets set for their portfolios, moti-
vating and strengthening team work. He likewise 
demonstrated a great effort in fundraising, for 
which more details are presented in the respec-
tive section of this Annual Report.

EDS Chairman Chatzigeorgiou was particularly 
active in cementing the relationship between 
EDS and our mother party, the European People’s 
Party. He attended all Political Assemblies of the 

working year, as well as the vast majority of EPP 
working groups, most of the time accompanied 
by Secretary-General Burazin or other Bureau 
members. At the EPP Congress in Madrid, the 
Chairman also addressed the party on the topic 
of “Inclusive Societies”. Even further, the Chair-
man worked towards maintaining and further 
enhancing our relationship with other partners. 
In particular he made sure to attend a number 
of YouthEPP events throughout the working 
year where he presented the work of EDS and 
discussed areas where the two organisations 
could complement each other’s activities. Chair-
man Chatzigeorgiou further joined the Robert 
Schuman Institute and SME Europe as a trainer 
and speaker.

Additionally, the Chairman represented EDS, 
amongst others, by visiting EDS Member Organ-
isations, the European Youth Forum and Politi-
cal Party Youth Organisations Meetings, live TV 
shows and meetings with several EU officials in 
order to promote EDS’s work and policies, up-
grading them at a European level.

Most importantly, manifold opportunities were 
granted for the personal and professional de-
velopment of all Members of the Executive 
Bureau. The budget plans conceived by the 
Secretary-General and Chairman permitted oth-
er Bureau Members to externally represent the 
organisation, in turn allowing for an indeed out-
standing outreach throughout the working year.

Projects, Policy 
Output, Priorities
To begin with, based on recent developments 
across Europe, many argue that the Europe-
an project has lost much of its dynamism. On 
account of that, the year 2016 has seen EDS 
placing an increased emphasis on the European 
project and the achievements of the EU, accom-
plishments on which we first of all must continue 
to pride ourselves and secondly, ought to remind 
us of our responsibility to strengthen Europe’s 
perception among the young generations. It was 
in this spirit that we held our Winter University in 
Berlin on the topic of “Europe 2030: United We 
Stand” and our historic Council Meeting in Lon-
don, which took place a mere two months before 
the UK’s referendum on EU membership, where 
we discussed the phenomenon of populism and 
its implications for the European project.

In light of the UK referendum on EU membership, 
the EDS Bureau launched the online campaign 
#iMEurope, calling for new ideas and pressing 
reforms that could help the EU to become more 
resilient, efficient and accountable. While we are 
not of the opinion that our Union’s future is in 
danger, we should nonetheless use this alarming 
signal as the chance to push forward a number of 
deep reforms in order to shape a better Europe.

In addition to the above, we have been commit-
ted in supporting our friends from the Eastern 
Partnership. The system of governance plays a 
paramount role in the process of building a sta-
ble democracy. Although the EaP countries have 
chosen different paths according to their political 
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situation, they are still in the process of political 
transformation and therefore political changes 
are foreseeable. It was on account of this that 
EDS visited Armenia in the immediate aftermath 
of the constitutional referendum that took place 
on 6th December 2015, following the develop-
ments and also discussing the role of the EU in 
this respect.
In the realm of policy-making, EDS contributed to-
wards the EPP Congress Document on “Protect-
ing the Union and Promoting our Values” by put-
ting forward our own amendments and positions 
at the Resolution Committee ahead of the Con-
gress. In addition to this, many of our resolutions, 
on “Smart and Green Cities” resolution amongst 
others, were adopted by the EPP, becoming offi-
cial party policy. EDS further coordinated a joint 
resolution signed by all EPP Associations which 
called for the implementation of a “Day of Associ-
ations”, an idea approved by the Political Assem-
bly in Luxembourg. 
For one more year, we have been frontrunners 
in the promotion of the entrepreneurial spirit 
and digital skills. Together with the EPP Group 
in the CoR in September 2015, we brought fif-
ty students in Brussels for a two-day event on 
“Digital and Entrepreneurial Skills”. The outcome 
of the event was a list of 12 proposals for the 
new Skills Agenda which was shared with the EU 
decision-makers.
Finally, an immense effort was made to upgrade 
the “Students at Risk” programme at a European 
level. After the Political Assembly of the EPP last 
year, our next stop was the COMEM of the Euro

pean Youth Forum where we managed to come to 
a consensus with the majority of sceptical organi-
sations and successfully the project was adopted 
by the youth of Europe. This was the first time in 
years that a centre-right organisation succeeded 
in passing a policy paper through the COMEM of 
YFJ. After passing the resolution at the YFJ, we 
discussed the project with many EU stakehold-
ers, such as MEPs from the Budget Committee 
or with the European Parliament Committee on 
Development. We are now ready to submit the 
project for a pilot activity at the EU level.

Alumni
For an historic organisation such as EDS, it is very 
important to know the past in order to excel in 
the future. Our 2016 Alumni event was held in 
Berlin on the occasion of the 55th Anniversary 
festivities of EDS. The Secretary-General of the 
European People’s Party, Mr Antonio Lopez-Istur-
iz White was the keynote speaker at the event 
which was followed by a celebratory reception. 
Together with our alumni, we reminded ourselves 
that EDS does not merely represent national or-
ganisations but the sum of hereditary influences 
of many EDS generations which set an example 
of life in a unified and prosperous Europe. The 
next EDS Executive Bureaus should ensure to 
continue what is becoming a tradition of alumni 
meetings in order to allow for a full integration 
of former EDS delegates, benefitting the further 
growth of our network by taking full benefit of 
their valuable contributions.
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Membership  
Outreach
The EDS Bureau worked hard to ensure that cur-
rent members gained even more from their mem-
bership, rendering the time, money and energy 
invested in EDS worth their while. The Executive 
Bureau distributed the responsibility to commu-
nicate with our Member Organisations evenly 
among its members in order to ensure that our 
Member Organisations felt properly taken care 
of and integrated. An active approach was taken 
in addressing urgent matters and choosing the 
themes for the tremendous number of events 
that were organised throughout the year. EDS 
demonstrated a strong political stand during dif-
ficult times for Europe with our Member Organ-
isations being able to contribute to that cause. 
Last but not least, for the Study Visit co-organ-
ised with the EPP Group in the CoR in Septem-
ber, the EPP CoR was kind enough to offer a cost 
reimbursement to our participants while cost 
reimbursement was also provided to the EDS 
members who participated at the EPP Congress 
in Madrid as volunteers. 

When it comes to reaching out to new mem-
bers and guest organisations, substantive further 
growth for this working year may be noted. The 
hard work of the EDS Bureau is reflected in the 
applications for membership submitted during 
the year. During the Annual Meeting was held at 
the EDS Winter University in Berlin, SMD Poland, 
the youth organisation of the Civic Platform party 
in Poland, and the youth of NCD Italy gained the 
status of full membership following their previ-
ous status of observer member. YEPP Moldova 
applied for observer membership, an application 
which was however marginally unsuccessful. 

Nevertheless EDS has maintained an excellent 
relationship with the organisation which is re-ap-
plying at the EDS Summer University.

Indeed, for the Summer University in Larnaca, for 
which this Annual Report is being prepared, EDS 
received the following applications for observer 
membership: Youth Bloc/Youth of Solidarnist from 
Ukraine, Student Network from Belarus and YEPP 
from Moldova. We have also received the fol-
lowing applications for full membership: Fidelitas 
from Hungary, the Hungarian Christian Democrats 
from Romania, the Youth of the Republican Party 
of Armenia and the Lebanese Forces Students 
from Lebanon.

Events
For yet another year, EDS has organised a tre-
mendous number of events. Four Council Meet-
ings were held in Skopje, Yerevan, Berlin and 
London, as well as three additional events: our 
Study Mission on Digital Skills co-organised with 
the EPP Group in the CoR in Brussels, our Cen-
tre-Right Academy in Zagreb with SO HSS and 
our mission to Minsk co-organised with the Kon-
rad-Adenauer-Stiftung. We have increased our 
network of students and young people all over 
Europe and shared experiences helping to train 
young leaders who will be in charge in years to 
come. Further, EDS was present at the EPP Con-
gress in Madrid with a team of forty, the majority 
of whom assisted the EPP in accomplishing what 
has been another successful Congress.

In order to keep constant control of the quality of 
EDS events, our events are also now evaluated by 
an easy to fill-in online questionnaire. The results 
of the evaluation forms are discussed among EDS 
Bureau Members to detect room for improve-
ment and the preferences of our participants. All 
EDS events were facilitated by the association’s 
website and most importantly, Facebook groups 
which help EDS communicate its events better 
and to a wider audience.

Fundraising
The financial situation and fundraising has been 
further strengthened. Chairman Chatzigeorgiou 
drafted and submitted the Erasmus Plus appli-
cation which has been successful, seeing EDS 
receive financial support over €50,000 from the 
European Commission. This is a huge source of 
income for EDS and it has proved vital to keep up 
the large number of activities and projects during 
the working year.

In addition to this, Vice-Chair O’Brien worked 
closely with the Chairman and they successfully 
completed the “Structural Grant” application to 
the Council of Europe for an amount of €30,000.

Chairman Chatzigeorgiou, in cooperation with the 
EDS Secretariat, likewise prepared the follow-up 
reports which the European Commission and the 
Council of Europe require before proceeding with 
the final payments of grants awarded to EDS.
Last but not least, EDS has increased sponsorships 
and maintained the excellent relationships with 
highly important partners such as the Konrad Ade-
nauer Foundation and Hanns Seidel Foundation, as 
well as the Wilfried Martens Centre for European 
Studies; partners that have fruitfully cooperated 
with EDS on a number of occasions during the 
working year.

Statutory  
Questions
Vice-Chairs Efthymia Katsouri and Alexander 
O’Brien were in charge of preparing the Bureau 
proposals for three statutory amendments at the 
Winter University in Berlin, which were made in 
order to modify and clarify various provisions in 
the EDS Statutes. The first proposal was intend-
ed to clarify specifically which Member Organisa-
tions are entitled, based on their current member-
ship status, to present motions at the Permanent 
Working Groups and at the Council Meetings and 
whether these motions have validity. Secondly, 
it was proposed that EDS should be allowed to 
appoint representatives as Co-Chairmen from all 
types of organisations irrespective of their type 
of membership. Furthermore, in need of further 
statutory clarification, a proposal was presented 
to shed light on and distinguish who exactly could 
vote within the Permanent Working Groups. It has 
been specified that all members present at the 
PWGs irrespective of status are permitted to vote 
and not others. These proposals were adopted by 
the Council. Last of all, a considerable effort was 
made on behalf of Chairman Chatzigeorgiou and 
Vice-Chair O’Brien in order to streamline, sim-
plify and bring as much transparency and clari-
ty as possible to the provisions that determine 
the extent of each members membership fees. 
During the Council Meeting at Winter University, 
VC O’Brien presented a new model which they 
considered to be less ambiguous and more ac-
countable. However the Council decided to keep 
the current model. A very interesting discussion 
took place and feedback was received which will 
serve as the basis to address the ongoing statu-
tory concerns of membership fees in the future.
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This working term, the Permanent Working Group on 
Higher Education and Research (HER) tackled topics 
related to vital issues faced by students throughout Eu-
rope. Chaired by Benjamin Klement (RCDS Germany), 
Fabian Schinegger (AG Austria) and Dario Car (SO HSS 
Croatia), the PWG thematically worked amongst others 
on “Refugee Students”, “Third-Party Funding”, “Private 
and State-Funded HEIs”, “Inclusive Design in Higher Ed-
ucation”, “Students’ Choice of Free Movement in the 
Higher Education Sector”, “Increasing Eastern European 
Partnership”, “Post-Referendum Challenges to the UK 
Tuition Fee System and International Study Focus”. The 
motions conceived in the working group were all aimed 
at raising awareness on student issues and making con-
crete suggestions on facilitating university life, offering 
students improved curricula, as well as supporting the 
recognition and rewards of extra-curricular activities 
such as internships. A particular emphasis was placed 
on the increased development of practical experience 

and transferable skills  which later play a significant role 
on the job market. The PWG HER arrived at the conclu-
sion that many matters concerning students through-
out the EU still remain unadrressed. The facilitation of 
grade recognition between higher education institutions 
in Europe, the adoption of more high-end technological 
approaches for learning and teaching, as well as the im-
plementation of modern paedagogical methods remain 
issues of utmost importance. We are aware that this 
is not a simple endeavour, however, the only way that 
these challenges ever will be overcome is by starting a 
discussing on them. That is the task in whose sprit this 
PWG tried to leave no stone unturned. The team consid-
ered all of these issues crucially important for students 
and the European Higher Education sector as a whole 
and ones requiring immediate action and resolution. 
The work of the PWG HER was also highly recognised 
within the EPP, with several of its motions adopted by 
unanimous vote.

Dario Car (SO HSS Croatia) studies Civil Engineering at 
the Polytechnic of Zagreb. He is one of eight founders and 
Secretary General of Glas Mladih Krizevci, a civic sector 
NGO. Dario is President-Elect of the youth advisory board 
of Koprivnicko-Krizevacka county. 

Benjamin Klement (RCDS Germany) is studying for a 
Masters in Economics at the Chemnitz University of Tech-
nology. With experience in security and military policy, 
he focuses his studies in this area. Benjamin occupies a 
number of leading roles in several university and regional 
organisations.

Fabian Schinegger (AG Austria) studies Agricultural Sci-
ences at the University of Natural Resources and Applied 
Life Sciences (Boku) in Vienna. Currently, he holds a seat 
on the student council at his university and has previously 
served as AG’s International Secretary. 
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Policies for Europe
Tomasz Kaniecki (SMD Poland) is a Polish Law student. His 
interests lie in digitalisation of government data and the 
future of law. Tomasz’s involvement in politics dates back 
to 2011, when he worked at age 16 as a field organiser 
for the campaign of the former Polish Minister of Foreign 
Affairs Radosław Sikorski. 

Georgi Nikolaev (MGERB Bulgaria) is a Law student and 
Councillor on the Municipal Council of Sliven. His primary 
interests centre on diplomacy and civil law. As a Co-Chair-
man, Georgi was actively involved with the work on the 
resolutions on Smart and Green Cities, Dairy Sector Is-
sues, and Borders and Immigration.

Victoria Voda (KS Denmark) is currently pursuing a Mas-
ters degree in Business Administration and Commercial 
Law at Copenhagen Business School. She works as a 
business consultant and is a member of the KS Bureau.

PfE

Over the course of the working year  2015/16, the Per-
manent Working Group  Policies for Europe (PfE), chaired 
by Victoria Voda (KS Denmark), Georgi Nikolaev (MGERB 
Bulgaria), and Tomasz Kaniecki (SMD Poland),  adopted 
12 motions. Among the topics of the passed motion were 
proposals on Youth Involvement in Public Procurement, 
Demography, Smart and Green Cities, Corporate Mobil-
ity, the Eastern Partnership, and Digitalisation. The PWG 
PfE focused in particular on the development of Europe-
an cities and their impact on the economic and social 
development of nations and regions. On 5th April 2016, 
the PWG PfE Resolution on Smart Cities was adopted by 
the European People’s Party Political Assembly, becom-
ing official EPP policy. In 2015, during the EPP Study Vis-

it in Brussels jointly organised by the EPP Group in the 
Committee of the Regions and the European Democrat 
Students, the PfE Co-Chairmen led the workshop, with 
over 50 students from across the EU, making the follow-
ing proposals: Europe needs digital champions, entrepre-
neurship should not just be for the brave few and smarter 
cities need smarter citizens. The ideas and thoughts of 
the PWG PfE have been presented through motions and 
background papers, but also through active contributions 
to the EDS in-house magazine BullsEye. The working 
group has seen engaging and valuable discussions that 
have assured that students can play an important role in 
developing European regulation, education, training and 
active labour market policies. 
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Sara Juriks (HS Norway) just completed her Bachelor de-
gree in Music Business and is staying in London to begin 
her Masters degree in autumn. Sara has been an active 
delegate to EDS since 2014, both as member of the HS 
Norway delegation, where she was recently elected into 
the national board, and also as EDS Co-Chairman.

Khatia Kobalia (YSO Graali Georgia) earned a Bachelor de-
gree in Political Sciences and International Relations from 
University of Georgia. After attending a number of interna-
tional conferences, she founded the non-profit organisa-
tion Georgian Model United Nations Association in 2014.

Roman Malessa (RCDS Germany) lives in Jena, where he 
is studying Political Science and Intercultural Studies and 
Business Communication. Since 2015, he serves as Dep-
uty Chairman of RCDS Thuringia and RCDS’s International 
Secretary. To him, human rights refer to the inviolability of 
human dignity.

Over the course of the past working year, the Permanent 
Working Group for Human Rights (HR), chaired by Sara 
Juriks (HS Norway), Khatia Kobalia (YSO Graaly Georgia), 
and Roman Malessa (RCDS Germany), addressed several 
important topics in relation to human rights, both within 
Europe and beyond. The main focus of the PWG rested on 
the resolution of a comprehensive range of human rights 
questions and any humanitarian crises through new poli-
cy approaches and ideas. Fruitful discussion was particu-
larly noted on the motions “Referendum Now - Western 
Sahara”, “Safety of Journalists and Impunity”, “Including 
Children with Disabilities in Education”, “Resolving the 
Migrant Crisis” and “Strengthening Human Rights in Sau-
di Arabia”.
Whilst the PWGs Policies for Europe and Higher Educa-
tion tend to focus on technical political issues, the PWG 
Human Rights sets itself apart through principally debat-

ing ethical and moral questions. 
The PWG HR debated any relevant human rights ques-
tions, focusing on how we, as the European Union, 
could contribute and ameliorate critical situations across 
Europe and the world. We also worked on fundamental 
questions regarding human rights and the world’s pop-
ulation in general.
An existential task for human rights policy in Europe 
in general, the highly relevant refugee crisis and all its 
correlated issues commanded the greatest attention of 
the PWG throughout the year. Together, we discussed 
possible solutions, placing ethical considerations at the 
heart of these consultations, in keeping with our foun-
dational belief in the inviolability of human rights and the 
fundamental role of European Union as a bearer of these 
rights, both of whom were not to be compromised in any 
fashion.

Human Rights

HR
40 41



RESOLUTIONS

42 43



An
nu

al
 M

ee
tin

g 
// 

M
al

ta
 //

 3
1s

t J
ul

y 
20

15
Recognising that the Treaty on European Union seeks to es-
tablish “an area of freedom, security and justice” and that 
the Union is founded on the values of “respect for human 
dignity, freedom, democracy, equality, the rule of law and 
respect for human rights”;  

Recognising that the Directive 2003/343/EC  (Dublin II Reg-
ulation) and Directive 2004/83/EC  (Qualifications Directive) 
have been key pieces of legislation in developing the Com-
mon European Asylum System. However, their deficiencies 
have been widely recognised. Both must be viewed togeth-
er for meaningful reform to take place. EU Member States 
are committed to establishing a Common European Asylum 
System by 2012. However, today’s EU policies have proven 
to be insufficient and must be modernised;  
Noting that the European Union has demonstrated its con-
tinued commitment to human rights in Africa and the Middle 
East, we recognise that in the past three years EU Member 
States have faced the problem of rapidly increasing illegal 

immigration. In an area with no internal borders, most nota-
bly within the Schengen Zone but also within the wider area 
of the European Union, asylum and immigration procedures 
and border control must be dealt with as a mutual concern;

Taking into account the fact that the number of people living 
in the EU-28 who are citizens of non-member countries is 
19.6 million while the number of people living in the EU-28 
who were born outside the EU is 33.5 million; 

Considering the key findings of the Annual Report of EASO 
(the European Asylum Support Offices) for 2014 on the Sit-
uation of Asylum in the EU; 

Acknowledging that the current challenges have led to 
some Member States not being able to implement Europe-
an immigration policies effectively; 

Noting that the Dublin II Regulation gives Member States 

“Successful Immigration and  
Migration Policies for Europe”
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the possibility to redirect asylum seekers back to their first 
country of entry and recognising the need for EU Member 
States to take an adequate and shared responsibility for 
asylum seekers;

Stressing the fact that borders on the periphery of the Euro-
pean Union are also EU borders; and

Underlining the need for a common policy of the EU on mi-
gration; 

We, the European Democrat Students (EDS), the of-
ficial student organisation of the European People’s 
Party (EPP),  
• Call on the EU to reconsider its immigration policy in 

light of the decisions of the European Court of Human 
Rights and to provide financial assistance to those 
countries bearing the brunt of the problem; 

• Call for the Dublin II Regulations to be reformed and oth-

er measures to be taken as a matter of urgency which 
would allow for the faster registration of asylum seekers 
and the relocation of asylum seekers once a Member 
State can no longer practically accommodate those en-
tering, based on the capacity of each Member State; and

• Call upon the EU to take action to deal with the  cur-
rent immigration situation and to establish a working 
group on the matter;  

We, the European Democrat Students (EDS), the of-
ficial student organisation of the European People’s 
Party, call on the European Commission, the Europe-
an Parliament and all Member States to:
• Continue tackling and resolving the challenges and 

problems of migration in the EU; and
• Bring more information about immigration and mi-

gration into the public domain in order to familiarise 
more citizens with the topic, something which would 
encourage dialogue on the subject.
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More and more students are benefitting from higher edu-
cation. The key issues for a sustainable future are quality 
assertion, completion rate, transition length from education 
to work, youth employment and graduate employment. To 
promote efficiency, Member States should provide eco-
nomic incentives to encourage higher education institutions 
(“HEIs”) to deliver a high standard of education that meets 
the demands of the labour market, while respecting the au-
tonomy of HEIs.  

Government funding of HEIs is handled differently across 
Member States. In some Member States government fund-
ing of HEIs is input-oriented, with institutions obtaining a 
fixed amount based on their size and other criteria. In others, 
funding is more output-oriented with the amount being fixed 
according to the number of graduates. Despite national dif-
ferences, government funds for HEIs can be allocated more 
efficiently throughout the EU. 
HEIs across the EU should be encouraged to collaborate 
with the labour market in order to provide a highly skilled 
and competent workforce in accordance with labour market 
demands. To achieve this, universities should be awarded a 
bonus according to the employability of their graduates. This 
ought to be determined by the number of graduates who 
have gained meaningful employment or are self-employed 
within six months after their graduation. This would create 
an incentive for universities to improve, while similarly per-
mitting a more efficient allocation of funds for HEIs. It would 
encourage HEIs to take measures to provide better com-
pletion rates and it would create a meaningful comparison 

criterion in judging the quality of European HEIs. 

Funding mechanisms are relevant instruments in shaping 
the quantity and quality of higher education outcomes, as 
well as promoting competition in research. The above pro-
posed bonus should be deducted from initial funding and 
allocated according to merit. The Member State should de-
cide the right balance between core and competitive fund-
ing. While there are clear benefits to competitive funding, 
core funding is essential to support HEIs in their long-term 
strategy planning. 

The data shows that higher education improves the employ-
ability of young persons in most countries. However, recent 
graduates face difficulties entering the labour market. Fur-
thermore, it shows that in some Member States employ-
ability is an issue that requires action. 

We, the European Democrat Students (EDS), the of-
ficial student organisation of the European People’s 
Party (EPP): 

• Taking quality assertion, completion rate, transition 
length from education to work, youth unemployment 
and graduate unemployment rates into consideration;  

• Call upon Member States to consider their funding 
mechanisms to provide more competitive funding 
based on students’ employability rate; and

• Call upon Member States to gather information and 
make public the employability rate of their HEIs. 

The integration of refugees is not merely a task for the govern-
ments of Europe. Civil society and other organisations should 
have a significant role in this process as well. Higher education 
institutions (“HEIs”) not only have immense educational capital to 
offer but also have the ability to mobilise large numbers of young 
people. HEIs can open courses up to refugees by allowing them 
take part as guest students. HEIs can also act as a focal point for 
action by civil society, such as examples of HEIs where credit is 
given to students offering language courses to refugees.  

We, the European Democrat Students (EDS), the of-
ficial student organisation of the European People’s 
Party (EPP),
• Call upon HEIs, where possible and respecting circum-

stances in different countries, to help with integrating 
refugees by:

• Allowing refugees, where possible, to attend courses 
as guest students;

• Encouraging students to offer language courses to 
refugees; and

• Encouraging students to volunteer in the integration 
of refugees (such as a student mentoring a refugee, 
etc.),

• Call upon European governments to support HEIs in 
such endeavours; and

• Call upon the Commission’s Directorate General re-
sponsible for Education and Culture to offer a platform 
for the exchange of information in this regard.

“The Efficient Allocation of Government 
Funding for Higher Education Institutions” 

“Integration of Refugees in European Countries: 
The Role of Higher Education Institutions” 

RESOLUTIONS
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Gaining work experience in other European countries is an increasingly im-
portant asset for the CVs young Europeans. Internships can furthermore 
provide young Europeans with their first experience of working in anoth-
er country, which may lead to a greater interest in seeking placements 
abroad. We welcome the funding for internships as part of the Erasmus+ 
Programme and the provision of EU Commission funding for the NGO initia-
tive ErasmusIntern.org, a useful tool for finding internships across Europe. 
There are, however, many problems relating to the provision of information 
on internships across Europe, which inhibit individuals from obtaining place-
ments in other European countries. Many young Europeans do not know of 
the availability of Erasmus funding for internships. The search for internships 
is often difficult, with significant differences existing across the continent 
when it comes to advertising internship positions. This inhibits mobility for 
potential interns, as they remain unaware of opportunities.

We, the European Democrat Students (EDS), the official student or-
ganisation of the European People’s Party (EPP):
• Call upon the EU Commission to provide a portal for internships, similar 

to The European Job Mobility Portal; 
• Encourage European employers to make use of ErasmusIntern.org as an 

interim solution;
• Encourage HEIs and their relevant departments to inform students of the 

funding opportunities available through the Erasmus+ Programme that 
can be accessed to help fund studying abroad. 

“Information on Internships  
in other European Countries” 

A MOOC is an online course aimed at unlimited participa-
tion and open access via the web. In addition to traditional 
course materials such as recorded lectures, reading materi-
als and problem sets, many MOOCs provide interactive user 
foras to support community interactions between students, 
professors and teaching assistants. MOOCs are a recent 
development in distance education which were first intro-
duced in 2008.

We,  the  European  Democrat  Students  (EDS),  the 
student organisation of the European People’s Party 
(EPP), acknowledge that: 
• MOOCs are appropriate for any setting that has an 

internet connection;
• MOOCS provide an escape from the constraints of 

time zones and physical boundaries due to the fact 
that course material can be accessed anywhere at 
any time;

• Students have the possibility to learn in a manner 
which is flexible and individualised to their needs;

• The learner gains access to knowledge and to an 
exchange with other learners which would not have 
been made available to him by conventional methods; 

• Due to the creation of synergies through networking 
and multiple use, the costs for both the participants 
and the suppliers are significantly lower;

• Lecturers have the opportunity to reach a huge num-
ber of students in a single course. Due to the availabil-

ity for all at any time, the time gained can be used for 
research or other areas;

• MOOCs are part of the academic education at HEIs 
and are increasingly used to exchange course ele-
ments between related studies; and

• With their increased accessibility, MOOCs improve 
lifelong learning skills.

However, the number of MOOCs in Europe is still too small. 
The benefits of MOOCs, as shown above, have been under-
estimated. They are, however, highly important and allow a 
better understanding of learning in the new digital century.

We,  the  European  Democrat  Students  (EDS),  the 
student organisation of the European People’s Party 
(EPP), call upon EU Member States and the European 
HEIs to:
Encourage the implementation of MOOCs at European HEIs;
• Further extend the availability of MOOCs at European 

HEIs;
• Allocate more funds for the development of MOOCs 

at European HEIs;
• Create common guidelines for adapting copyright and 

data protection to this new learning format;
• Promote the recognition of MOOCs courses at HEIs; 

and
• Encourage the exchange of best practice between Eu-

ropean HEIs on the implementation of MOOCs.

 “Massive Open Online Courses (MOOCs)  
– the Future of Higher Education” 
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Europe is home to many research-intensive companies and 
research programmes. However, the continent as a whole is 
less research intensive than both the USA and China. Whilst 
total investment in research around the world has doubled in 
the course of the past ten years, Europe has lagged behind. 
Both privately and publicly funded research as part of GNI is 
lower in Europe than in competing countries and regions.

To an ever larger extent, international companies choose loca-
tions other than Europe for their operations, turning to growing 
economies in Asia. Between 2002 and 2005, Eastern and South-
ern Asia received almost 58% of all foreign direct investments in 
R&D by multinational companies. In the EU, the business sector 
accounts for about 60% of total research investment. This is a low 
number compared to countries like USA, Japan and China, where 
the business sector contributes more than 70% of research. Eu-
rope should aim to have at least two-thirds of its research carried 
out by the business sector. It will, however, require incentives on 
a national and a European level for both R&D and enterprise to 
encourage businesses to invest in Europe in the future. A good 
business climate, competitive taxes and rules that facilitate en-
terprise are examples of such incentives.

Existing EU research programmes should be based on ex-
cellence and promote future innovation. To encourage re-
searchers to actively make use of their results, an innovation 
premium should be introduced into the EU research system. 
The EU research system should be transparent and research 
projects that receive funding ought to be open to the pub-
lic. This has been tried, for example through the large-scale 
OpenAIRE 2020 pilot scheme which aims to promote open 
scholarship and access to all scientific publications.

Another explanation for the success of American universi-
ties in terms of research is the mobility present between 
institutions. In the USA, researchers rarely proceed from 
the rank of student to academic while studying and/or re-

searching at one and the same university. The EU plays an 
important role in promoting increased mobility for research-
ers at universities within and outside of Europe as well as 
increased mobility between academia and the business 
sector. Furthermore, national governments can make it easi-
er for foreign students and researchers to stay in the country 
so as to attract foreign talent and satisfy future needs. 
 
We, the European Democrat Students, the official 
student organisation of the European People’s Party:
• Recognising that Europe is lagging behind in the area 

of research and development;
• Recognising that a high-cost economy requires a high-

tech economy; and
• Acknowledging that the proportion of privately funded 

research in Europe needs to increase and that incen-
tives for investment are necessary,

We, the European Democrat students, call on the Eu-
ropean Union and its Member States to:
• Decrease instances of political steering and remove 

requirements for predetermined conclusions to re-
ceive research funding;

• Concentrate the resource allocation of EU funded re-
search on criteria of excellence;

• Introduce an innovation premium in the European re-
search system;

• Increase transparency and public accessibility in all 
publicly financed research, such as through OpenAIRE;

• Oppose the redistribution of money from the Research 
Fund to the European Fund for Strategic Investment, 
stating that these extra funds should be diverted from 
other budget areas;

• Promote increased mobility of researchers between 
universities inside and outside Europe; and

• Promote increased mobility between academia and 
the business sector. 

“Research Policies in Europe” 

Australia and New Zealand have a long-standing relation-
ship with Europe, on a human, cultural and economic lev-
el. Nonetheless, the EU does not have a preferential trade 
agreement with either country, with many tariff rate quotas 
dating back to the Uruguay trade round of 1986 still in ex-
istence. The EU is likewise not negotiating any preferential 
trade agreement with either country. At the moment the 
EU is negotiating such trade accords across the world with 
African, South American, North American, and South and 
South-East Asian countries. Both Australia and New Zea-
land are currently seeking to diversify their economies away 
from China, having focused on that country since the mid-
2000s. Europe is therefore presented with an ideal opportu-
nity to initiate the process for the negotiation of preferential 
trade agreements and the forging of closer ties with these 
Europe-friendly countries. Should it neglect this opportunity, 
the EU is at a risk of losing two important trade partners in 

the Asia-Pacific region.    

We, the European Democrat Students (EDS), the of-
ficial student organisation of the European People’s 
Party (EPP):
• Call upon the EU Commission and Commissioner 

Malström to launch preferential trade negotiations 
with Australia and New Zealand, and ultimately to 
conclude such an agreement;

• Call upon the EU Parliamentary Delegation to Australia 
and New Zealand to put more pressure on the Com-
mission in this area; and

• Call upon the DG Trade in the Commission to make 
their Export Helpdesk available to Australians and 
New Zealanders, as it is to the vast majority of coun-
tries around the world.

“European Relations with Australia 
& New Zealand” 

RESOLUTIONS
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According to the statistics from Eurostat, in recent de-
cades Europeans have been having fewer children. This 
pattern partly explains the slowdown in the EU-28’s pop-
ulation growth. A total fertility rate of around 2.1 live births 
per woman is considered to be the replacement level: in 
other words, the average number of live births per woman 
required to keep the population size constant if there were 
no inward or outward migration. 

The fertility rate in the EU-28 has been much lower than this 
replacement level in recent decades. It stood at 1.45 live 
births per woman in 2002. During the last decade a slight 
recovery was observed in most EU Member States, such 
that by 2013 the EU-28’s total fertility rate was 1.55. This 
slight increase in the total fertility rate in recent years may, in 
part, be attributed to a catching-up process: when women 
give birth later in life, the total fertility rate tends to decrease 
at first before a subsequent recovery.

Total fertility rates across EU Member States have tended 
to converge over the last few decades. In 1980 the gap 
between the highest rate (3.2 live births per woman in 
Ireland) and the lowest rate (1.5 live births per woman in 
Luxembourg) was 1.7 live births per woman. By 1990 the 
difference had decreased to 1.1 live births per woman and 
by 2013 it had narrowed still further to around 0.8 live births 
per woman. Ireland and France continued to report the high-
est fertility rates for the most recent period available (2013), 
with 1.96 and 1.99 live births per woman. By contrast, the 

lowest fertility rates in 2013 were recorded in Portugal, Po-
land, Spain, Hungary, Slovakia and Greece (all around 1.3 
live births per woman). Some of these Member States with 
low birth rates were particularly affected by the financial and 
economic crisis, a factor which may have caused potential 
parents to defer their decision to have (more) children. 

New family arrangements and lifestyles are affecting fertility 
rates, as is the growing number of parents having children 
at a later stage in life or not having children at all due to 
concerns about the potential effect on their education and 
careers.

If we are to determine the reasons why people are postponing 
having children, we have to understand the conditions needed 
for a young person to become a parent. Mainly these require 
the following: healthy parents; an amenable working situation 
and education; satisfactory housing; and access to childcare. 
If a young couple is not confident that all of the above con-
ditions exist then they are likely to postpone the decision to 
become parents until a time when these conditions are met.  
The average age that a person reaches the sustainability re-
quired to become a parent and has the confidence to do so is 
30-35 years old and this varies between the different Member 
States of the European Union. During the baby boom after the 
Second World War the age women had their firstborn was 
between 20-25 years old whilst today this has risen to 30-35 
years old. One of the main reasons for this delay is the fast 
changing and dynamic life now led by young people together 

“Fertility and the Demographic Problem” 

with their evolving and changing lifestyle. Young people today 
also put high emphasis on education, financial stability and 
their working situation, all of which are very important. Well 
educated and qualified future young parents will wait for the 
stable environment they look forward to in the future when 
they have attained their desired level of education and month-
ly remuneration.

A report by Greek MEP Marie Panayotopoulos-Cassiotou 
(EPP-ED) aims to redress the situation and thus help young 
women to benefit from high quality employment opportu-
nities. The report calls for the provision of simple and easy 
loans on beneficial terms to young men and women who are 
combining family responsibilities with a period of study or 
training; housing that is suited to the needs of students who 
are also parents; and access to childcare under the same 
criteria as working parents.

In order for young couples to succeed in taking care of their 
children properly and having a prosperous career, young par-
ents should have support from the state for some aspects 
of their childcare such as accessible day care facilities and 
proper legal support for the benefit of both of the young par-
ents. Another aspect which must be considered is housing 
support for young parents. Such a benefit would grant sta-
bility and security, and as a result increase the number of 
young parents. Member States should be more supportive 
towards young couples through the provision of more pro-
grammes encouraging them to have children. In some coun-

tries in the EU a parent can only claim financial support for 
maternity leave after having a minimum of one year’s work 
experience. This should also be redressed. Notwithstanding 
the above, it is of course up to each Member State to decide 
whether it would want such regulations and to choose the 
model which best fits that Member State. 

Many young parents are struggling because of poorly de-
signed child support laws compounded by lower incomes 
to pay for day care and rental costs or mortgage expenses. 
That is why the EU should have a strong policy in order to 
prevent the possible later risk of social exclusion, isolation 
and poverty for such families.

Considering the above,

We, the European Democrat Students (EDS), the of-
ficial student organisation of the European People’s 
Party (EPP),  
Call for Member States to implement:
• Public policies ensuring the necessary framework to 

provide young couples stability when making mater-
nity decisions;

• Public spending on childcare facilities and social se-
curity for the growing number of single parents who 
are at particular risk of social exclusion, isolation and 
poverty; and 

• The right to parental leave for both parents on the birth 
of a child and the encouragement of paternity leave.

RESOLUTIONS
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All European countries are experiencing pressure from 
high levels of migration. A huge number of migrants 
from across the world have found themselves through-
out Europe. The rate of success in integrating these mi-
grants from divergent backgrounds in different European 
countries varies considerably. One migrant community 
might integrate well in one part of Europe and less well 
in another. There is a clear need for best practice to be 
shared amongst European countries. Where integration is 
successful, that success can be replicated in other com-
munities. The establishment of the European Integration 
Forum and the European website on Integration have been 
positive steps towards that goal, but further improvement 
is needed. This could be facilitated through the European 
Committee for the Regions, as subnational bodies are of-

ten tasked with integrating new arrivals. A potential frame-
work for such solutions could be designed.

We, the European Democrat Students (EDS), the of-
ficial student organisation of the European People’s 
Party (EPP):
• Call upon European national, regional and local govern-

ments to collect and communicate their successes in 
integration to others;

• Call upon the European Committee of the Regions, 
the European Union’s assembly of regional and local 
representatives, to facilitate this communication; and

• Call upon European bodies tasked with facilitating in-
tegration to take note of successes in other areas and 
seek to implement what has worked elsewhere.

“Integration in European Countries:  
Best Practice” 

H
R

Although human rights are often perceived as a set of rights 
relating to the most elementary needs of human existence, 
such as the right to life and the freedom of expression, 
several texts at a national, regional and international level 
extend the scope of human rights to a wide range of as-
pects of human life including social, economic, political and 
cultural rights, and the right to development.

The “first generation” of human rights will always be the 
most important. Still, “second and third generation” rights 
need to be considered more important than they are today.  
Indeed, human rights are indivisible and interdependent. 
However, these more recent human rights, which are aimed 
at very concrete needs, are also more sensitive to govern-
ment dysfunction such as corruption. Thus, by diverting gov-
ernmental resources intended to be used in favour of the 
general population, corruption undermines human rights.

We, the European Democrat Students (EDS), the of-
ficial student organisation of the European People’s 
Party (EPP),
• Acknowledging the importance of the wide range of hu-

man rights, as extended in the International Covenant on 
Economic, Social and Cultural Rights and the International 

Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, and as expressed in 
the European Convention of Human Rights and the Char-
ter of Fundamental Rights of the European Union,

• Considering the ever persistent challenge posed by 
corruption around the continent,

• Stating our concern arising from corruption undermin-
ing the role of governments in the assurance of the hu-
man rights of their populations by reducing the avail-
ability of resources and weakening the Rule of Law,

• Acknowledging that several forms of corruption are 
practised at international and trans-border levels,

• Reaffirming our support for the application of all hu-
man rights in Europe and beyond,

Call on the European Union and all Member States to:
• Enforce the above mentioned texts in their entirety;
• Take measures to fight corruption;
• Ensure that their populations’ rights are respected;
• Increase the cooperation between Member States 

and European institutions in the areas of anti-corrup-
tion policy and the prevention of corruption-related 
violations of human rights; and

• Develop further legislation targeting organised crime 
and Mafia–type organisations.

 “Human Rights and Anti-Corruption” 
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Europe is currently concentrating on the symptoms of the 
refugee crisis and not on its causes. In order to bring the 
refugee crisis to an end, Europe needs to tackle the pull 
and push factors causing refugees to leave their home 
countries in an attempt to migrate to Europe. This requires 
short-, medium- and long-term solutions. In the short 
term, smugglers taking advantage of refugees need to be 
stopped. In the medium-term, conflicts in the Middle East 
and Africa forcing people to abandon their homes need to 
be brought to an end. Europe has the diplomatic, economic 
and military means to achieve this. In the long-term, eco-
nomic growth and development need to be encouraged in 
those countries from which refugees originate. This can be 
done through opening up European markets to local pro-
ducers. In turn, Europe would benefit from the opening up 
of new markets, a reduction in the number of refugees and 
increased stability in our neighbourhood and further afield. 

We, the European Democrat Students (EDS), the of-

ficial student organisation of the European People’s 
Party (EPP):
• Call upon the EU Humanitarian Aid and Civil Protection 

Department (ECHO) to concentrate aid efforts in areas 
from where refugees originate; 

• Call upon EU Member States to further coordinate 
foreign policy and ensure conflict resolution in areas 
of strife;

• Call upon European national governments to launch a 
coordinated effort to break up the smuggling gangs 
that take advantage of refugees;

• Call upon national governments to target humanitarian 
aid those countries from which refugees originate;

• Call upon all national governments to achieve the tar-
get of allocating 0.7% of their GDP towards foreign aid;

• Call upon the EU to speed up preferential free trade 
agreements with originating countries; and

• Call upon the EU to develop a more efficient neigh-
bourhood policy for Mediterranean countries.

“Tackling the Causes of Refugees” 
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Lately, the European Union has undergone very difficult 
years which left a mark on the community. Beginning with 
the financial crisis of 2008 and the sovereign debt crisis af-
ter 2010, the EU has come to face a series of fundamental 
challenges. After undergoing significant reforms, the union 
managed to overcome the initial shock and manage the cri-
sis. However, we face the danger that these reforms may 
cause a Member State to withdraw from the European 
Union at some point. The recent migration crisis has pre-
sented the EU and its members with further challenges for 
the EU. The struggle to tackle the large number of arriving 
migrants has yet again hit the EU hard, revealing systemic 
weaknesses and the shortcomings of existing conventions. 
The exceptional measures taken, as well as deviations from 
the Schengen Agreement and the Dublin Convention have 
fueled the rise of populist movements and parties within the 
EU. The resurgence of Islamic terrorism since the rise of the 
so-called Islamic State has further underpinned this trend. 
Many citizens feel overwhelmed by the rapid pace of eco-
nomic, political and social change Europe has experienced in 
the past two decades and the above mentioned crises have 
shaken the trust of voters in the traditional political parties’ 
ability to manage this change and indeed the beneficial na-
ture of these changes.
Across the European Union, populist and extremist forces 
have, over the course of the past decade, garnered ev-
er-more support and popularity. Existing in left-wing and 
right-wing shape, they are broadly united by the denunci-
ation of an unaccountable and corrupted “elite” or “estab-
lishment” within society and party politics. Populists univer-
sally reject globalisation, denying in defiance of statistical 
evidence its capacities in furthering the prosperity of both 
the developed and the developing world.  Instead, they 
claim that the expansion of global capitalism has primar-

ily served to enrich a small privileged demographic in the 
Western World, at the expense of the common person. This 
binary theme of a society divided into “friends” and “foes” 
is in its basic expression at the heart populist currents of all 
ideological shades, regardless of whether they self-define 
as left-wing or right-wing. In the former case, the narrative 
focuses primarily on a conflict of interest between the rich 
and the poor, whereas the latter differentiates between in-
siders and outsiders. The denunciation of societal elites is 
in turn paired with a promise to achieve a higher degree of 
social justice on a political and economic level. As a result, 
the broad political programmes of right-wing and left-wing 
populist movements bear significant parallelisms, pairing 
domestic interventionism with external isolationism. Both 
propone large interventionist or quasi-authoritarian states 
underpinned by ambitious social programmes, economic 
protectionism and a essentially isolationist foreign policy, re-
jecting for instance the Transatlantic partnership. In contrast 
to extremist movements however, populists do not oppose 
the principle of parliamentary democracy which they indeed 
claim to defend against self-seeking ruling elites.
While theoretically embracing democracy, populist tends 
to de facto undermine the rule of law inextricably linked to 
liberal representatives democracy by replacing it with an ab-
solute rule of the majority through direct democracy.  
The growing appeal of left-wing and right-wing populism 
has made itself manifest in various elections, be it on the 
local, regional, national or European level. Electoral gains 
were made principally by previously insignificant or new-
ly-founded parties (such as Syriza in Greece, the UK Inde-
pendence Party in the United Kingdom or the Alternative 
für Deutschland in Germany), as well extremist parties 
turned populist (such as the Sweden Democrats or the 
Front National in France). At present, most EU Member 

“THE RISE OF POPULISM”
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States’ parliaments accommodate at least one major populist party. In certain 
Member States, such as Greece, they have even risen to government. The rise 
of populist forces has fundamentally redrawn the political map in many Member 
States, causing centrist, liberal forces to coalesce in awkward “Grand Coali-
tions” combining centre-left and centre-right parties due to a lack of electoral 
alternatives. This has in many constellations arguably resulted in the paralysis 
of national governments, unable to enact meaningful reform due to the broadly 
differing platforms of coalition parties. This has further boosted populist forces 
electorally who feel vindicated in their belief of the interchangeability of main-
stream parties. It is worth noting that this trend is not unique to Europe, but the 
Western World as a whole, as testified by the current US Presidential Campaign 
where both in the Democratic and Republican Party, populist candidates have 
come to challenge the party “establishment”. 
The rise of populism has found its ultimate expression in the rejection of the Euro-
pean Union as the epitome of an unaccountable and undemocratic elite imposing 
its minoritarian will on the people. In the eyes of populist forces, the European 
Union’s primary effective objective is the furtherance of vested interests, be they 
corporate or anti-national. They reject the decision-making process within the Eu-
ropean institutions and often advocate a localist approach to political governance, 
based on direct and deliberative democracy. For populists, referenda and/or the 
exercise of power by national governments constitute the sole legitimate forms 
of democratic decision-making, not seldom wishing to withdraw their countries 
from the community altogether. One of the few beneficiaries of such withdrawal 
and factionalism is the Kremlin which has for long provided financial and political 
support to populist and extremist left- and right-wing parties in Europe, through 
a common appeal to anti-liberal ideologies.  By fueling nationalist sentiments, 
the Kremlin has been able to serve its own interests in efforts to destabilise and 
weaken the European Union. In this frame, populist parties of the left and right 
have come to reject initiatives such as comprehensive Free Trade Agreements, 
as well as the Eastern Partnership. This is illustrated by the recent rejection of the 
Association Agreement with Ukraine by a minority of Dutch voters, an initiative 
spearheaded by local right-wing populist forces, and petitions on initiating a similar 
process on the Transatlantic Trade and Investment Partnership (TTIP).
The prospect of a potential withdrawal of the United Kingdom from the European 

Union following the referendum of 23 June 2016 further highlights that withdrawal 
from the community is not only a hypothetical risk. This bears a profound and ex-
istential danger for the European Union and its achievements of the past decades. 
The weakening or paralysis of the community would have dire consequences for 
the competitiveness and prosperity of the continent at times of ever-greater global 
interconnection and technological advance. These advancements have resulted 
in fundamental and novel economic, security and social challenges that may only 
be met adequately within the framework of cooperation offered by the European 
Union. 

We, European Democrat Students (EDS), the official student organisa-
tion of European People’s Party (EPP):
• Stressing our commitment to the pluralist and liberal Open Society that has 

proven the only model to durably guarantee freedom, prosperity and secu-
rity;

• Believing that stable economic growth, one of the highest priorities for each 
EU Member State, can only be achieved through adherence to the four free-
doms of movement of the EU;

• Recognising the need for strong “people’s parties” able to deliver stable and 
representative governments;

• Acknowledging that the conception of feasible and practical long-term poli-
cy measures are the most potent answer to challenging resurgent populist 
tendencies;

• Stressing the fact that history offers many examples of temporary rises of 
populist and extremist tendencies eventually overcome by liberalism;

• Acknowledging that Europe’s main challenges need to be met by all Mem-
ber States as a community;

• Raising concerns on the consequences that a so-called “Brexit” and the 
rejection of the AA with Ukraine by the Dutch electorate could bring to all 
28 EU Member States; 

• Acknowledging that foreign powers benefit from nationalist sentiments on 
the European continent;

• Emphasising the importance of UK citizens being able to reach a well-in-
formed decision when voting in the upcoming referendum;

RESOLUTIONS
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Call on the European Commission and Member States to:
• Actively strive for maintaining and enforcing the four freedoms of the Euro-

pean Union;
• Undertake meaningful structural inner-party reform in the quest for cen-

tre-right political parties to again gain the status of “people’s parties”;
• Prioritise the reduction of youth unemployment, the introduction productivity 

reforms and the improvement of public sector efficiency in order to reduce 
fears of citizens being “left behind” by globalisation;

• Re-evaluate existing systems and conventions in order to introduce reforms 
better adapted to modern society;

• Improve accountability in the representative democratic system as the most 
desirable democratic system; 

• Promote data research that outlines the various benefits inherent to EU 
Membership for each individual Member State;

• Promote and design a range of solid practical political measures as an an-
swer to the challenge posed by populism;

• Continue supporting sustainable long-term policies for strengthening the 
European Union and the values it is based upon. 

Students in the Eastern Partnership Countries find it diffi-
cult to study in their countries due to a lack of academic 
freedom and civic rights. This causes a special situation 
when it comes to student activism for example in Moldova 
or in Belarus where there has been a crackdown because 
of the political activity. In December 2015, Belarus stu-
dents were prohibited from protesting for more participa-
tion in HEIs. Situations such as these are untenable: it is 
preventing students from engaging in political activity and 
standing up for their rights. It is consequently of pivotal 
importance that the EaP likewise includes a chapter on 
Higher Education.
In this respect, both formal education and non-formal ed-
ucation should play an active role in the HEI agenda, for 
instance through workshops, training, voluntary services, 
non-academic exchanges etc.
Currently EaP countries students have little possibilities to 
participate in exchange programmes due to insufficient 
amount of places in these programmes and weak harmon-
isation of credit system. It is often the case when students 
returning from exchange semester have to pass all the ex-
ams missed. 
Furthermore, the fact that students face a wide array of dif-
ficulties when seeking to organise in student representative 
bodies such as students unions is equally alarming. Several 
projects and organisations such as the German Academic 

Exchange Service (DAAD) in Belarus seek to tackle these 
low levels of participation and participation rights of student 
associations in Higher Education, together with students’ 
engagement in the political decision-making process. This 
illustrates the need for even more support from European 
Higher Education Institutions and EU Member States in or-
der to strengthen the development of genuine student rep-
resentation and political activism in the Eastern Partnership 
countries. 

We, the European Democrat Students, the official 
students organisation of the European People’s Party 
call upon the European Institutions to:
• Recognise the challenges faced by HEIs in the EaP 

countries;
• Create an action plan for further support for co-op-

eration in higher education and research in the EaP 
countries;

• Implement this action plan as part of the EaP;
• Encourage students to participate in these EaP pro-

grammes by providing incentives and create a more 
transparent framework to encourage increased stu-
dent participation;

• Negotiate a harmonisation of credit systems with the 
EaP countries in order to facilitate exchange programs;

Increase activity of non-academic programmes.

“Furthering the Eastern Partnership”
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In the aftermath of the European Council’s decision to grant 
special status to the United Kingdom within the European 
Union in order to avoid a Brexit, there has been a lot of 
turmoil among citizens of other EU Member States of what 
would happened if, despite the special status awarded to 
the United Kingdom, the British citizens were to choose to 
leave the European Union after June’s referendum. 
Although there are no changes to be made to the recently 
agreed settlement, questions have arisen among EU stu-
dents pursuing degree programmes within the UK Higher 
Education system as to what is to happen were the United 
Kingdom to withdraw from the European Union.
According to the 2014-15 statistics of the UK Council for 
International Student Affairs (UKCISA), 124,575 EU stu-
dents are presently attending a Higher Education institu-
tion in the United Kingdom  while the rate of those who 
choose to remain on the territory of the United Kingdom 
for employment after their graduation is small.
Currently, there are two categories of tuition fees at public-
ly funded universities in the UK: one encompassing Home 
Students (including EU students) and one for International 
Student fees. For UK and EU students, tuition fees for an 
undergraduate degree programme can oscillate between 
GBP 6,000 and 9,000.  EU students are granted the oppor-
tunity to apply for a student loan from the UK Government 
in order to cover their tuition fees.

We, the European Democrat Students (EDS), the stu-

dents’ organisation of the European People’s Party 
(EPP),
• Acknowledging that education is a European right to 

which any potential student who qualifies under the 
criteria set by the university where they apply is entitled

• Supporting the belief that there is no better way for 
European integration than multicultural education

• Recognising the significance of highly skilled gradu-
ates for the economies of their home countries

• Acknowledging that the withdrawal of the United 
Kingdom from the European Union might be a lamen-
table conclusion of June’s referendum

In the regrettable eventuality that the United King-
dom were to withdraw from the European Union, we, 
the European Democrat Students (EDS), the official 
student organisation of the European People’s Party 
(EPP), call upon the Commissioner for Education, Mr. 
Tibor Navracsics and the UK Government to negotiate:
• To ensure that the mobility of EU students towards the 

United Kingdom is not compromised in the event of 
a Brexit

• To maintain the fee status parity between Home and 
EU Students for students from other EU Member 
States currently enrolled at a UK Higher Education 
Institution 

• A potential mutual harmonisation of tuition fee levels 
between UK home and EU/EEA students

“Post-Referendum Challenges to the UK Tuition Fees”

The motivation of most students starting their degree programmes is to later find 
employment related to their field of studies and acquire a basic knowledge of this 
specific field. These specific areas of study are currently being taught at European 
universities. However, there is a lack of information for students as to how they can 
enter the labour market upon the completion of their degree programme. Students 
barely benefit of skills sessions or similar training opportunities at their Higher Ed-
ucation Institution that would help graduates in their search for a job that indeed 
matches their disciplinary background. 

The EU has designed a strategic framework for Education and Training 2020 (ET 
2020), which is intended to address common challenges, while providing a forum 
for the exchange of best practice. It sets eight education and training benchmarks to 
be achieved in the EU-28 by 2020. Among these, one target is specifically related to 
the employment rate of recent graduates. It was introduced in May 2012 and aims 
for the share of employed graduates (aged 20–34 with at least upper secondary ed-
ucation attainment and having left education one to three years ago) to reach 82%. 
However, while efforts are undertaken, many graduates still face the obstacle of 
a skills mismatch in their profession after leaving university. For that reason, HEIs 
should offer training programmes to help students at the time of their studies to 
develop skills that would facilitate their entry into the labour market.

Such programmes can take many different shapes. For example:
• Greater Access to Information:
• HEIs should enable the provision of more information about entering the la-

bour market, for instance through allowing and encouraging the organisation 
of career fairs in cooperation with the private sector. Students would obtain a 
greater understanding of the current labour market through consulting alumni 
and professionals active in a particular sector. On the one hand, this ensures 
that the acquired knowledge may be applied in practice and on the other hand, 
students could gain new perspectives. 

• Training Sessions:
• Students currently do not have access to a consistent training in soft skills 

during their studies. This includes skills such as public speaking, presentation 
skills, negotiation techniques etc. HEIs can offer soft skills courses and applica-

tion trainings for their students. Depending on the institution, trainings can be 
organised by the university itself, or offered by an external third-party provider.

• Flexible Lecture Times:
• Many students are struggling with balancing work and study. To enable stu-

dents to work alongside their studies, it is essential to expand the range of 
courses at universities offered at work-friendly times or on weekends. Fur-
thermore, another solution could be to stream lectures online, granting every 
student access to teaching content through their laptop. 

• Entrepreneurship:
• Many students foster a basic interest in starting their own business. Howev-

er, not every university offers entrepreneurship courses or training in order to 
support the innovative spirit of motivated students and break down barriers in 
starting their own business.

• Internships:
• A cooperation between HEIs and the private sector would likewise help stu-

dents in finding internships. This could for Instance be encouraged with the 
Framework of Third Part Funding Schemes of HEIs and Private Businesses 
(Referent to Third Part Funding Motion PWG HER)

• SMEs:
• Very often, graduate job applicants tend to focus on seeking employment 

with large companies due to a lack of information on opportunities offered by 
SMEs. However, SMEs play an important role in the labour market and offer a 
wide range of jobs for graduates as well. 

We, the European Democrat Students, the official student organisation of 
the European People’s Party call upon the European Institutions to:
• Continue promoting the ET 2020 strategy, especially when it comes to tertiary 

education;
• Encourage HEIs to implement programmes providing students with more gen-

eral information on the labour market; 
• Encourage HEIs to offer soft skill and application trainings;
• Encourage HEIs to offer flexible lecture times and lecture streaming;
• Encourage HEIs to offer entrepreneurship courses and programmes;
• Encourage HEIs to cooperate with the private sector when it comes to  

“Students Entering the Labour Market”
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internships;
• Collaborate with SME federations 

in order to spread information on 
SMEs and the employment op-
portunities offered by them within 
the European HEIs.

Nadia Savchenko is a Ukrainian pilot and Member of the Ukrainian Verkhovna 
Rada (Supreme Council of the Ukrainian Parliament). She was accused of acting 
as an artillery spotter and deliberately guiding a strike that resulted in the deaths 
of two Russian journalists. On the basis of these allegations, a Russian court 
sentenced her to 22 years in a labour camp on 22 March 2016.

Savchenko was captured in battle by pro-Russian separatists on 17 June 2014 
when fighting as a foot-soldier in the volunteer battalion ‘Aidar’. The Russian 
Federation, once informed about her detainment, charged her with directing 
artillery fire to-wards journalists via telephone. This was impossible since she 
was captured an hour before the attack on said journalists took place.
She has been illegally held in custody for the past two years. 

On 15 December 2015, Savchenko began a hunger strike. Her health is deteri-
orat-ing day by day.
 
The imprisonment of Savchenko has become an element of the political 
game for the Russian Federation. There is information about efforts to ex-
change prisoners with the United States and Ukraine. Nadia Savchenko 
asked for no such action to be undertaken. This instrumentalisation of indi-
viduals risking their lives and health for political purposes must be met with 
a firm response by the international com-munity.

We, the European Democrat Students (EDS), the official student organi-
sa-tion of the European People’s Party (EPP),
• Considering that the Russian Federation violates human rights and inter-

na-tional law in reprehensible fashion;
• Condemning the flagrant and serious violation of human rights and political 

persecution of a Ukrainian citizen in the Russian Federation;
• Recognising that any person shall be entitled to a fair trial in the event of 

criminal charges being put against them;
• Recognising efforts made by the Ukrainian people towards  self determi-

nation which also includes in the medium or long-term European Union 
membership 

Since the Kyoto Protocol of 1997 (effective as of February 2005), there has 
been increased focus on climate change and CO2 emissions in many devel-
oped countries. European states, including Iceland, signed the protocol in ear-
ly 2000 and ratified it in May 2002.  In late 2015, a milestone was set when 
the Paris Agreement, an extension of the Kyoto Protocol, was negotiated and 
adopted by consensus, although it did not enter into force. At the same time, 
the European signatories to the agreement were, and still are, negotiating 
several new gas pipelines from Russia and Asia. Some of these planned con-
structions will complement existing pipelines and thereby merely increase 
the potential capacity of gas supply by up to 100%. One example of this is 
Nord Stream which, according to the scheduled plan, will double its capacity 
in 2019. According to a 2014 rapport by the European Wind Energy Associa-
tion, the European signatory states imported fossil fuels worth about 545bn 
Euro in 2012, compared to 406bn Euro in 2011. The total of imported energy 
represents more than 50% of the energy consumption in EU. According to the 
European Commission, the dependency on foreign energy resources is likely 
to increase in the nearest future. 
From 2014 to early 2016, gas and crude oil prices were in free fall, mainly 
due to the increased output by certain OPEC countries. This caused at least 
a short-term increase in demand of fossil fuels worldwide. Since 2000, the 
United States has gradually increased its output thanks to hydraulic fracking, 
causing the coal price to drop to levels rendering the European coalmine in-
dustry almost unprofitable, and, as with the oil prices, causing many Europe-
an companies to cease or drastically decrease the production of fossil fuels 
within the EU. Considering that almost 50% of the total energy consumption 
in Europe in 2014 derived from fossil fuel and that the low price of energy 
resources is causing a decrease in the production of fossil fuels within Europe, 
there will most likely be an increase in the dependence on foreign energy 
sources as expected by the European Commission. 
Energy dependence causes economic and strategic issues for the EU. On the 
economic and strategic level, EU Member States may become vulnerable 
due to a lack of control over energy resources. An example of this was the 
discontinuation of the gas supply by the Russian Federation to a number of 

“FREE SAVCHENKO” A Path towards European 
Energy Self-sufficiency”
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fECall on the European Union and all 

its Member States to: 
• Develop a unified position of all 

European Union countries on the 
Savchenko affair,

• Exercise international pressure 
to achieve the release of Nadia 
Savchenko and all similar cases,

• Make the issue of the release of 
Nadia Savchenko and all similar 
cases as well as the full imple-
mentation of the Minsk package 
a crucial condition for further 
negotiations with the Russian 
Federation,

• Impose personal sanctions on 
those responsible for the wrong-
ful conviction of Nadia Savchenko 

• Continue to support Ukraine on 
the path to self-determination 
which includes the path to Euro-
peanisation.
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Eastern European countries. Regardless of the motives behind this cessa-
tion of the gas supply, it had major consequences for the affected states. 
Such consequences include; a decrease in industrial output, an increase in 
the costs of production and goods in general, a limited military capacity etc. 
in general, the geopolitical impact caused by energy dependence has been 
widely recognised. On a purely economic level, the import of energy can result 
in a trade deficit for EU Member States, which in turn may act as a drag on 
economic growth. In a constellation of energy independence, states are likely 
to spend far less on domestically generated power, but more importantly, 
these funds would primarily be transferred to EU-based energy producers. 
From an environmental perspective, it is much easier to control and impose 
environmental standards on the production of energy within the EU, rather 
than on production in non-EU countries.
Increasing investment in both sustainable energy resources, as well as 
fracking, will in the long-term strengthen European independence from for-
eign players, both from a strategic and economic perspective. By focusing 
on sustainable energy resources, EU Member States would also positively 
affect emission and pollution and thus meet the requirements set in the Paris 
Agreement.

We, the European Democratic Students (EDS), the official student 
organization of the European People’s Party (EPP),
• Acknowledging both the economic and strategic importance of increas-

ing energy independence;
• Wishing for an increase in sustainable energy sources within the EU;

Call upon the European Union and its Member States to:
• Collectively work on a long-term energy plan for all EU Member States;
• Increase investment  in sustainable energy resources;
• Increase focus on alternative energy sources in relevant study fields;
• Increase funding of R&D in the energy sector.

The digital economy plays a particularly important role in uni-
fying the European continent economically in spite of politi-
cal differences. Half of the growth in productivity of the EU’s 
various companies is a result of investment in new technolo-
gies (ICT, Internet Communication Technology). The speed of 
the internet doubles every two or three years, as well as the 
amount of data transmitted every year. At the end of 2015, 
there were 25 billion connected mobile devices worldwide, 
and over the next five years, the number is expected to rise 
to 50 billion. The amount of data transmitted by SIM cards 
is set to increase twelvefold between 2012 and 2018. In 
addition, 4 million people across the EU are currently earning 
their living as IT specialists.

In the digital economy, the main elements are indicate. They 
include algorithms, software, large repositories of data (big 
data), copyrights, business models, organisational capacity, 
social capital, knowledge, skills and strategic connections. 
It is difficult to determine their prices - they are elusive in 
the usual economic calculus. Furthermorethe increase of the 
computational capabilities of computers (through big data 
for instance) will not only lead to the development but also 
create new tools and additional economic fields of activity.

The Member States ought to support the further expansion 
of digitalisation in society. Likewise, states should create 
conditions conducive to increasing private sector invest-
ment in digital infrastructure, digital tools and products. The 

development of innovative ICT solutions is an element in 
strengthening the competitiveness of the European econ-
omy.

We, the European Democrat Students (EDS), the of-
ficial student organization of the European People’s 
Party (EPP),
• Considering the collection of essays from participants 

at the 2015 EPP Group in the European Committee of 
the Regions and the EDS Study Visit on digital and en-
trepreneurial skills, including recommendations for the 
New Skills Agenda 2016;

Call upon the European Union and the public adminis-
trations of all Member States to: 
• Ensure that digitalisation and entrepreneurship are in-

cluded as central components of the EU Skills Initiative 
2016;

• Promote investment in broadband infrastructure and 
ensure universal, high-quality access to the web with 
particular emphaise on rural and economical weaker 
regions;

• Create the right conditions for 5G development;
• Ensure digital literacy education at every stage of ed-

ucation; 
• Encourage public institutions to share data and ser-

vices online and support and develop educational 
programs on personal data and ensure data neutrality.

“Speeding Up Digitalisation” 
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There are parts of Europe that are still suffering from the 
economic crisis, experiencing limited growth and high un-
employment. Particularly affected by these developments is 
the youth. At the same time, today’s youth is more Euro-
peanized than previous generations, including countries as-
piring to achieve accession to the European Union. Policies 
regarding economic growth and European integration and 
the potential of the youth need to be addressed to promote 
prosperity in this particular region.

In the region of the Western Balkans, half of the working pop-
ulation is currently outside the workforce.  In 2013, youth un-
employment figured as high as 55,3% in Kosovo  and 62,8% 
in Bosnia and Herzegovina without notable improvements.  
This affects the prosperity of the region and extensively the 
development into further European integration. Witnessing 
significant growth from the mid-1990’s onwards, this region 
is still suffering from the losses in the mid-1990’s and chal-
lenged with high poverty rates. Without further reforms in 
the past years’ stagnating growth may become the norm, 
hindering the convergence of improved living standards and 
opportunities for the young. Prolonged unemployment early 
in one’s career can reduce future job prospects and delay 
the acquisition of valuable skills. 

Though unsettled conflicts is still a significant concern in 
the region, as well as post-war disruptions and influence 

from Russia, the youth is more likely to be attracted by the 
European Union and the values of democracy, rule of law 
and market economy. This generation is the first to grow up 
after the transition away from communism. However, the 
lenience from the EU on corruption has conduced an ambiv-
alence in the support for Russia respectively the European 
Union, why it is even more important for the European Union 
to be consistent in the fight against corruption and for its 
values. Policies shall be implemented to improve economic 
and political cooperation between the nations of the West-
ern Balkans, both bilaterally, and from the European Union 
within the concept of European integration. Amelioration of 
relations between the countries, and between people within 
the countries, will be necessary to provide stability and se-
curity in the region.

According to public surveys, most people view “eco-
nomic issues” as the most important problem facing the 
Western Balkans, which amplifies the need for economic 
growth.  Since the countries in the region are relatively 
small and dependent on exports and foreign direct in-
vestments, focus should be on trade integration with the 
European Union and on embracing private ownership and 
competition. Institutional improvements will be necessary 
to combat the problems of corruption and large shadow 
economies. Long-lasting results will notwithstanding be 
difficult to achieve without including the youth. In addi-

“Youth for Growth – Strengthening Genera-
tion Europe in the Western Balkans”
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tion to improving conditions for the labor market, efforts 
should be made to increase civic and political participa-
tion. European values can be promoted through increased 
mobility and youth exchange within the region and with 
liberal democracies in the European Union. Another key to 
further integration of the young generation is the education 
provided in respective country. Along with economic and 
institutional reforms, it may provide the necessary tools for 
employment and economic development.

We, the European Democrat Students (EDS), the offi-
cial student’s organization of the European People’s 
Party (EPP):
• Acknowledging that revived economic growth in the 

Western Balkans is necessary for future European in-
tegration;

• Noting that the youth is especially damaged by stag-
nation and high unemployment rates;

• Raising concerns on the need for political and econom-
ic cooperation in-between the countries in the West-
ern Balkans;

• Acknowledging the responsibility of both countries in 
the Western Balkans and countries within the Europe-
an Union;

• Realising that institutional improvements will be nec-
essary to combat problems of corruption and shadow 
economies;

• Believing that educating the youth will be a long-last-
ing investment;

Call on the European Commission and Member States 
to:
• Create conditions for political, economic and legal 

stability in order to spur cross-border cooperation be-
tween the countries in the Western Balkans and reach 
reconciliation

• Create conditions to spur cross-border cooperation be-
tween Western Balkans and  neighbouring countries in 
the European Union

• Work towards a liberalisation of the economies of the 
Western Balkans

• Strengthening the protection of property rights, own-
ership transfer and the rule of law

• Actively work with institution-building in the proce-
dures of EU acquis communautaire, promotion of Eu-
ropean values and good governance in the prospect of 
future EU membership

• Promote the youth to engage in civic and political par-
ticipation in the process of European integration

• Educate the youth about the role of public institutions, 
accountability and human rights

• Increase youth mobility and enhance youth exchange 
and cooperation between the European Union and the 
Western Balkans.
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Each day, refugees from war zones are fleeing their home soil with the aim 
of crossing the borders to Europe in search of asylum. Among those fleeing 
to Europe are also students, whose arrival constitutes an opportunity for both 
themselves and their host countries in an effort to build up a common future.

Recognised asylum seekers (RAS) who were forced to interrupt their studies in 
their home countries should, wherever possible, be permitted to resume their 
degree programmes at an HEI in their host country. Through such action, the 
integration process of refugees could be facilitated, thereby similarly reducing 
financial pressure on the host state. 

The ever-greater number of refugees arriving in the European Union places an 
increasing financial strain on the authorities of the member states through reg-
istration and integration programmes. A precipitated integration of RAS would 
aid to lower this pressure, while granting the newly arriving refugees the oppor-
tunity to establish their own social and economic livelihood in their host country. 
Well-educated RAS furthermore offer great opportunities in aiding the member 
states to create a stable permanent framework with view to the reception and 
integration of newly arriving RAS in the future. 
We, the European Democrat Students (EDS), the official student organi-
zation of the European People’s Party (EPP), call for HEIs to
• design tests permitting RAS to prove their qualification for a particular de-

gree programme
• open free places in degree programmes to qualified RAS with an adequate 

language qualification
• provide resources and capacities for the support of RAS free of charge wher-

ever possible

Call on the European Union and Member States to:
• provide supplementary funding to assist those HEIs which lack the neces-

sary resources to fund the above mentioned schemes.

“Refugee Students”
H

ER H
R

Considering the scale of the current migrant crisis, and the 
effects that it is producing for many European nations, the 
time has come for a unified European response. On a dai-
ly basis, thousands of migrants from the Middle East are 
crossing the boarders of EU member-states and candi-
date-countries on the way to what they perceive as a bet-
ter life, with the United Nations Refugee Agency (UNHCR) 
estimating the number to be over 366,000 individuals. The 
humanitarian consequences could be catastrophic, espe-
cially considering the fact that there are expectations that 
the spring of 2016 could bring an even larger wave of mi-
grants. In addition to taking in larger numbers of refugees, 
many experts argue that EU and global powers must provide 
additional aid to Middle Eastern countries like Turkey, Leba-
non, and Jordan, which have borne the primary responsibil-
ity for Syrian refugees. According to the UNHCR, 1.9 million 
Syrians have taken refuge in Turkey, 1.1 million in Lebanon, 
and 630,000 in Jordan since the start of the conflict in Syr-
ia 2011 . Migrants reaching Europe represent only a small 
percentage of the 4 million Syrians who have fled into Leb-
anon, Jordan, Turkey and Iraq, making the nation of Syria 
the biggest single source of refugees in the world and the 
current Syrian crisis the worst humanitarian emergency in 
more than four decades . Many nations have been put in 
the middle of this unique situation exclusively as a result of 
their geographic location. What is evident at this moment is 
that the cooperation between states and NGO’s is currently 
mostly focused on a bilateral level.

We, the European Democrat Students (EDS), the of-
ficial student organisation of the European People’s 
Party (EPP):
• Call upon the EU Humanitarian Aid and Civil Protection 

department (ECHO) to focus aid not only at the areas 
where the migrants originate, but to also finance aid at 
temporary locations where migrants are hosted in EU 
member-states, candidate-countries as well as states 
surrounding the conflict region who are sharing the 
burden of migrants. 

• Call upon the governments of Europe to create a clear-
er and more concise Joint-Strategy for tackling the 
daily humanitarian issues faced by EU member-states 
and candidate-countries who are faced with the larg-
est burden of migrants.

Call upon the governments of Europe to take a more 
active approach in solving the existing conflicts in 
the Middle-East which are a key element in the cre-
ation of this humanitarian crisis
• Call upon the EU to make a set of rules for the Euro-

pean governments on how to break up the smuggling 
gangs which take advantage of refugees on a daily 
basis, for example through a license agreement   for 
public transportation companies. Not to stop immigra-
tion but to make it more humane for the immigrants, 
and in the long term controlling and slowing down the 
number of immigrants.

• Call upon European governments to analyse the ef-
fects of this massive migration on the demographics 
of Europe, and the long-term effects this process 
could cause within the labour markets of the nations 
of Europe.

• Call upon European governments to create more ef-
fective systems of receiving the refugees and asylum 
seekers which arrive to respective countries, and to 
create faster systems of integrating them into society.

“Resolving the Migrant Crisis” 

RESOLUTIONS
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The Kingdom of Saudi Arabia is one of the most important trade partners of the 
European Union However, not only is the European Union a centre of economic 
progress but it is also a strong advocate for human rights. Besides the excellent 
levels of cooperation between the European Union and Saudi Arabia in terms of 
economic and security policy, the EU should use this strong relationship to rein-
force Saudi Arabia’s commitment to its human rights obligations.

In 2014 German Ministry of Foreign Affairs reported that at least 87 people were 
sentenced to death in Saudi Arabia. The next year at least 102 people were ex-
ecuted in the first half of 2015 alone. This is a noticeable increase from the year 
before. In Saudi Arabia a person is executed on average every two days. This 
makes Saudi Arabia one of the most enthusiastic users of the death penalty in the 
world. It uses the death penalty not just as a punishment for violent crimes that 
result in a person’s death but also for actions not internationally recognised as a 
crime, such as witchcraft and adultery. Apart from the death penalty, Saudi Arabia 
also violates the human rights obligations laid down in the Charter of the United 
Nations through its use of corporal punishment. Whippings and beatings are often 
imposed by the legal system to penalise violations of law.

We, the European Democrat Students (EDS), the official student organi-
sation of the European People’s Party (EPP),
Highlighting the power of the European Union as a promoter of human rights and 
the Rule of Law,

Call on the European Union and its Member States to:
• Remind the government of Saudi Arabia of its obligations to ensure the pres-

ervation of human rights as established in the Charter of the United Nations;
• Aid Saudi Arabia in the implementation of human rights; and
• Insist on the abolition of the death penalty and corporal punishment.
• Implement concrete diplomatic solutions and acts, such as diplomatic notes 

and retrieval of ambassadors.

“Strengthening Human Rights  
in Saudi Arabia” 

P
fE Farming and agriculture are of fundamental importance to the EU. The 

dairy industry is currently struggling with a serious drop in raw milk prices 
and producers are facing problems in selling their products. 
The dairy industry has been impacted negatively by the Russian import 
ban. Furthermore, due to the expiration of the quota system the situation 
has worsened. Farmers are no longer paying penalties for overproducing 
milk. The resulting increase in production has led to a fall in prices. 
Farmers who recently took out loans to fund the modernisation of their 
facilities have been badly affected in particular. When their income 
dropped due to the price decrease, they strove to meet their loan repay-
ments by increasing production. This paradoxically did not improve their 
situation since an increase in supply in the market without an increase in 
demand further lowered the price. 
The obvious solution to this issue is to seek new markets and increase 
exports. However, several small farmers face a challenge in turning to 
this solution because they face difficulties accessing information on po-
tential export markets and in understanding the legal aspects and proce-
dures of the export market. 
We, the European Democrat Students (EDS), the official student 
organisation of the European People’s Party (EPP), 
• Considering the fact that the dairy production sector in the EU 

is under pressure and is facing difficulties concerning exports, 

Call on the European Union and all Member States to:
• Launch an educational program to improve farmers’ knowledge of 

how to increase their competiveness. The program should provide 
information about quality assertion, the basics of business strat-
egy, and safety and regulation. It should be conducted by highly 
qualified teaching personnel;

• Encourage farmers to cooperate to become more effective;
• Take action to make the process of modernizing farms easier so as 

to optimise production with the aid of new technology; and
• Create a platform to provide information about trade exhibitions 

and encourage participation for the diary sector.

Nowadays, more and more people point out that the youth generation is the 
future. Today’s youth population is of great value for our society. From young 
entrepreneurs to active student organizations, young people, on a daily basis, 
actively aid our economies and political systems, helping them become more 
robust, dynamic and productive. According to an EY Survey from earlier this 
year 65% of the 2,800 young people surveyed around the world want to run 
their own business at some point in their careers, with 27% who want to do 
so immediately and 38% after learning from someone else first.  Although 
youth unemployment has been and remains an issue all over Europe, Europe’s 
youth population keeps on finding ways to make use of the flexible labour mar-
ket and adjust to circumstances. Europe 2020 focuses on inclusive growth, 
with specific policies aimed at stimulating youth employment. Nevertheless, 
more needs to be done with the help of a young and educated population. 
What young people today want is hands-on work experience and mentoring 
from entrepreneurs. In this regard, today’s entrepreneurs and business lead-
ers have a clear role to play in nurturing the next generation of wealth and job 
creators. 
We, the European Democrat Students (EDS), the official student or-
ganisation of the European People’s Party (EPP, call on the European 
Union and all Member States to:
• Create inclusive policies aimed at the stimulations of youth entrepre-

neurship.
• Stimulate youth stakeholders towards being active contributors in the 

process of policy-making, especially in areas which are of a direct con-
cern to them.

• Distribute funds to youth organizations which are proven contributors 
to society at large.

• Take a continuing proactive role in shaping the economic and political 
sphere within the European continent.

“Dairy Sector Issues” “A Stronger Youth Population” 
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EU Public Procurement rules have been reformed to become simpler and more 
effective.
The new rules seek to ensure greater inclusion of common societal goals in the 
procurement process. These goals include environmental protection, social re-
sponsibility, innovation, combatting climate change, employment, public health, 
and other social and environmental considerations. 

The revision set out a clearer way for procurers to use those criteria in tendering 
procedures. 

Public contracts falling within the scope of the European directives represent 
422,78 billion euros , (figures 2013). Given its economic importance, public pro-
curement must be harnessed to stimulate growth in Europe and used to pro-
mote the emergence of a more sustainable and inclusive model of economic 
development.
According to the above, such a public procurement policy will provide a powerful 
tool for pursuing long-term objectives by compelling market operators to provide 
more socially responsible goods and services.

While there has been a decrease in the amount of young persons’ participation 
in the labour market over recent years, demand-side policies such as promoting 
youth employment policies are required to encourage and reinforce this trend.

With this in mind, it is to be recognised that social responsible public procure-
ment (SRPP) can help to support the development of higher standards of public 
policy objectives in Europe and promote youth employment opportunities.

We, the European Democrat Students (EDS), the official student organ-
isation of the European People’s Party (EPP), 
• Considering the benefits that arise when contracting authorities use SRPP 

as a lever to promote youth employment, skills training, and business-uni-
versity cooperation;

• Acknowledging that the new EU rules do not affect the national structuring 
of public services;

• Assuring that Member States will continue to choose the methodologies 
by which they organise their public services individually;

• Acknowledging that the chosen award criteria should not confer an un-
restricted freedom of choice on the contracting authority and they should 
ensure the possibility of effective and fair competition and be accompanied 
by arrangements that allow the information provided by the tenderers to 
be effectively verified.

• Reminding that only companies with acceptable standards of conduct and 
business ethics/practices should be considered suitable to be awarded 
public contracts.

• Reminding that incorporating social issues as part of a procurement is just 
one of the means by which public bodies can achieve their objectives.

• Acknowledging that economic factors such as insuring the best quality for 
the best price should be a central part of public procurement;

Call on the European Union and all Member States to: 
• Introduce a criterion in public procurement procedures, stipulating that 

contracts may be awarded to companies that intend to employ a specified 
number of young people, run effective internship policy or support the de-
velopment of R&D projects;

• Take action to incentivise contracting authorities to consider the inclusion 
of young employment in its procurement procedures by calling the Europe-
an Commission’s guidance and peer review.

• Support the involvement of social partners in order to further promote 
these principles and provide more guidance and awareness of using social 
criteria in public procurement to benefit youth employment and working 
conditions. In this respect, we would also welcome the provision of thor-
ough training on national and EU public procurement legislation.

• Develop evaluation tools and monitoring practices at local and regional lev-
el. Training and capacity programmes can be of great help for the exchange 
of best practice and in learning from each other; a process which should be 
encouraged by the European Commission. 

• Ensure that the principle of insuring the best quality for the best price is 
central in public procurement

“Youth involvement in Public Procurement” 
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The Eastern Partnership was launched at the 2009 EU Prague 
Summit as “a joint initiative of the EU and its Eastern European 
partners” with the purpose of bringing these countries closer 
to the EU whilst supporting and encouraging reforms for the 
benefit of their citizens.  It has been described as “the Euro-
pean Union’s leading policy initiative to forge closer ties with 
six countries in Eastern Europe and the South Caucasus.”  Its 
members include Armenia, Azerbaijan, Belarus, Georgia, the 
Republic of Moldova and Ukraine.
Founded on “mutual interests and commitments as well as 
shared ownership and mutual accountability”, it seeks to 
promote “a commitment to the principles of international law 
and fundamental values, including democracy, rule of law and 
respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms, as well 
as to a market economy, sustainable development and good 
governance.” 
At the heart of this project are the goals of state building and 
establishing the rule of law. In this regard the Eastern Part-
nership seeks to help partner countries “to strengthen their 
resilience in the face of new challenges to their stability” by 
working to foster “[t]he rule of law, [an] independent judiciary, 
the  effective prevention and tackling of corruption, public ad-
ministration reform”. It also seeks to mitigate the destabilising 
impact of emergencies and crises through “[s]tronger cooper-
ation in State building, including civilian security sector reform, 
civil protection and disaster management”.  
The countries of the Eastern Partnership face the challenge 
of building a stable democracy. The support for the political 
reforms needed to ensure good governance and sustainable 
growth is a vital part of the EU’s cooperation with the Eastern 
Partnership countries. The implementation of new gover-
nance models in those countries is important for their future 
development and prosperity.

We, the European Democrat Students (EDS), the of-
ficial student organisation of the European People’s 
Party (EPP),
• Recognising that the implementation of new gover-

nance models in Eastern Partnership countries is a 
long-term process which will need sufficient time to 
gain traction;

• Acknowledging the importance of the Eastern Partner-
ship and the implementation of new governance mod-
els for Eastern Partnership countries; 

• Stressing that each of the Eastern Partnership countries 
requires a individualised approach which takes into ac-
count its own unique situation;

Call on the European Commission and the Member 
States to:
• Continue to work towards a comprehensive and unified 

approach to the implementation of the Eastern Partner-
ship goals; 

• Where possible, push for the implementation of the 
Deep and Comprehensive Free Trade Area and to push 
ahead with the introduction of the DCFTA Facility for 
SMEs;

• Support cross-border energy infrastructure projects in 
Eastern Partnership countries, 

• Continue the development of the Visa Liberalisation Ac-
tion Plans for Eastern Partnership countries;

• Encourage the development of further cooperation be-
tween the governments and societies of Eastern Part-
nership countries; and

• Promote the importance of the Eastern Partnership and 
to raise its profile amongst EU and Eastern Partnership 
citizens.

“The implementation of new governing  
models in Eastern Partnership countries”
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ER A solid foundation of financial support for HEIs is necessary 

if Europe is to remain competitive against the United States 
and the rapidly developing economies of Asia. The finan-
cial crisis and its aftermath have hamstrung the EU and its 
Member States in their ability to secure this financial stability 
for European HEI’s.

Third party funding (“TPF”)  is one form  bywitch HEIs  may 
generate funding from the private sector to improve their 
financial situation In addition to their receipt of state funds. 
enables HEI’s to cooperate directly with the private sector    
with both partners deriving a benefit from the transaction.  
HEIs are thus able to gain  long-term financial stability 
through TPF even in times of decreased public funding.

The  implementation of TPF at the present time  has been 
far reaching and resulted in the instigation of a growing in-
terrelationship between funding systems, HEIs and higher 
education policies at both a national and  international level.

We, the European Democrat Students, the official 
student organisation of the European Peoples Party, 
acknowledging that:
• TPF provides a way for HEIs to improve their financial 

capabilities  permitting opportunities to  the setting up 

of new teaching programmes and the further develop-
ment of existing ones;

• TPF ensures the long term financial stability of HEIs,  
granting them greater long-term security with view to 
development of education and research programmes 
for upcoming decades;

• If European HEIs are able to harness TPF and  thereby 
solidify their financial foundation, their competitive-
ness on the global stage will be greatly strengthened. 

We, the European Democrat Students, the official 
student organisation of the European Peoples Party, 
call upon EU and its Member States to:
• Make  academic output from education and research 

open to the public where to do so would be useful or 
necessary;

• Prevent TPF from detrimentally affecting the quality of 
education at HEIs, whilst ensuring the use of the funds 
is for most part controlled by HEIs themselves;

• Ensure TPF and other private sector cooperation with 
HEIs is sustainable and conducted with view to  the 
long term benefit of HEIs; and

• Ensure that the improvement of HEI finances through 
TPF  does not negatively affect public funding for levels 
HEIs. 

“Third Party Funding” 
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Data protection, along with the collection and storage by 
governments of personal data for potential future use, is a 
widely debated topic at the moment. One side argues that 
security concerns should prevail whilst the other believes 
the right to privacy is more important.

The digital era in which we now live has come with many 
positive innovations, including the revolution in administra-
tion, information technology and communications. Yet there 
have been many negative aspects too, not least the steady 
erosion of human rights through the extensive collection of 
personal data by governments in the absence of restraints 
under a clear legal framework.  

This kind of surveillance allows whoever collects the data 
to form a highly detailed personal profile of any individual. 
These profiles can provide a highly comprehensive summary 
of one’s political views, sexual preferences, lifestyle, social 
behaviours, education levels and even alleged potential de-
linquency.  

Surveillance of this kind should only take place when there 
is actual suspicion of wrongdoing and even then only when 
it is necessary, reasonable and judicially sanctioned. There is 
not enough evidence to suggest the benefits of the current 
levels of surveillance justify the resulting violation to human 
rights.  

We, the European Democrat Students (EDS), the of-
ficial student organisation of the European People’s 
Party (EPP),
• Highlighting the power of the European Union as a pro-

moter of human rights and the rule of law,
• In consideration and acknowledgement of the vote 

of the European Parliament on the Network and In-
formation Security (NIS) Directive on 7 December 
2015

Call on the European Union and its Member States to:
• Reform data protection rules so as to strengthen on-

line privacy rights and boost Europe’s digital economy;
• Process personal data fairly and lawfully;
• Every member State should check their protection 

laws; 
• Set up an independent commission capable of outlin-

ing the situations where governments can legitimately 
collect and use personal data;

• Use data only in ways that have no unjustified adverse 
effects on the individuals concerned;

• Raise public awareness and understanding of EU Di-
rective 95/46/EC – “The Data Protection Directive”; 
and

• Promote special education about data protection in 
order to help citizens make use of their rights and pro-
tect their personal information.

Recalling the United Nations Universal Declaration of Human 
Rights of 10 December 1948, whereby recognition of the 
inherent dignity and of the equal and inalienable rights of all 
members of the human family is the foundation of freedom, 
justice and peace in the world; 

Guided by the respective principles and provisions of the 
United Nations General Assembly Resolution 96(1) of 11 
December 1946, the United Nations Convention on the 
Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide of 
9 December 1948, the United Nations Convention on the 
Non-Applicability of Statutory Limitations to War Crimes 
and Crimes Against Humanity of 26 November 1968, the 
International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights of 16 
December 1966, as well as all other international docu-
ments on human rights; 

Taking into consideration that while adopting the Convention 
on the Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide, 
the United Nations specifically underlined the importance of 
international cooperation in the struggle against that crimi-
nal offence;

Considering the 1919-1921 verdicts of the courts-martial of 
the Ottoman Empire on that grave crime perpetrated “against 
the law and humanity’’ as a legal assessment of the fact; 

Reaffirming the principles of human rights and standing on 
European values; 

We, the European Democrat Students (EDS), the of-
ficial student organisation of the European People’s 
Party (EPP),
• Condemn the genocidal acts against the Armenians, 

Assyrians and Pontic Greeks, planned and continu-

ously perpetrated by the Ottoman Empire and var-
ious regimes of Turkey in the period of 1894-1923, 
the dispossession of the homeland, the massacres 
and ethnic cleansing aimed at the extermination of 
population, the destruction of cultural heritage, as 
well as the denial of the Genocide, all attempts to 
avoid responsibility, to consign to oblivion the com-
mitted crimes and their consequences or to justify 
them, as a continuation of this crime and an encour-
agement to commit new acts of genocide; 

• Honor all innocent victims of the Armenian, Assyrian 
and Pontic Greek Genocides, and honor the victims 
and survivors and their hardships; 

• Join and strongly support the commitment of all 
people to continue the international struggle for the 
prevention of genocide, the restoration of the rights of 
people subjected to genocide and the establishment 
of historical justice; 

• Invite Turkey, in the example offered by the Federal 
Republic of Germany, to acknowledge its history and 
finally recognise the ever-present reality of the Geno-
cide - all flowing from the fundamental imperative of 
achieving Reconciliation through the Truth; and

• Appeal to EU and Council of Europe Member States, 
international organizations, and all people of good will 
to unite their efforts aimed at restoring historical jus-
tice and paying tribute to the memory of the victims of 
the Armenian, Assyrian and Greek Genocides;

Call on the European Union, its Member States, and 
all related stakeholders to take the following mea-
sures pursuant to their international commitments 
and the European identity to which they aspire: 

• To recognise and condemn the Genocides against 

“Data Protection” “Recognising the Armenian, Greek Pontic 
and Assyrian Genocides” 
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Armenians, Assyrians and Pontic 
Greeks committed by the Otto-
man Empire, and to face its own 
history and memory through 
commemorating the victims of 
that heinous crime against hu-
manity; and

• To support those segments of 
Turkish civil society whose rep-
resentatives today dare to speak 
out against the official position 
of the Turkish authorities and 
thereby highlight the fact that 
the recognition of the genocide 
is a humanitarian cause, inde-
pendent of one’s ethnic origin 
or religious beliefs. We express 
the hope that recognition and 
condemnation of the Genocides 
by Turkey will serve as a starting 
point for the prevention of future 
Genocides.

The 21st century  is a markedly urban century. Accord-
ing to the United Nations, in July 2007 the world’s urban 
population overtook the rural population for the first time. 
This urban population has grown rapidly from 746 million 
people in 1950 to 3.9 billion in 2014. Moreover, this pro-
portion is expected to increase dramatically to the point 
that by 2050 almost 70% of the world population will be 
urban and many cities will have over 10 million inhabitants. 
It is estimated that by 2025 there will be 221 cities of more 
than 10 million inhabitants in China alone. Cities worldwide 
currently consume 75% of the world’s resources and en-
ergy and generate 80% of greenhouse gases, whilst they 
occupy only 2% of the world’s territory.  

Students, as representatives of the young population, 
must for these reasons shift their focus to the develop-
ment of a strategy for European cities. Such a strategy 
must address the various challenges which face the 
construction and management of all types of urban in-

frastructure. Information and communications technolo-
gy must form an essential role in the response to these 
challenges.
We, the European Democrat Students (EDS), the 
official student organisation of the European Peo-
ple’s Party (EPP), 
• Acknowledging that cities have a major impact on 

the economic and social development of nations 
and regions;

• Recognising the fact that cities are major centres of 
resource consumption;

• Acknowledging the important role of the Commit-
tee of the Regions in developmrnt of local commu-
nities;

• Considering that cities are platforms where people 
work and study, where companies carry on their 
business and in which numerous services are pro-
vided; and

• Considering the need for evolution in the manage-

“Smart and Green Cities” 

ment models of cities facing a growing demand for 
efficiency and resources;

Call on the European Union, the Committee of the 
Regions and the public administrations of all Mem-
ber States to:
• Encourage European cities to become digital plat-

forms that supplement the economy, society, en-
vironment and welfare of these cities, and facili-
tate the shift towards more sustainable behaviour 
among all stakeholders, including users, companies 
and administration;

• Enhance investment in human and social capital, and 
in communications infrastructure, in order to encour-
age sustainable economic development and a higher 
quality of life, with judicious management of natural 
resources through participatory government;

• Provide urban administrations with the support they 
require to identify the needs of their cities and the 

services required to meet those needs;
• Enhance urban mobility policies through real time 

traffic management, and improved public transport 
management, car park management, fleet manage-
ment, management of the use of bicycles, support 
in the use of electric vehicles, tracking applications 
and logistics, and car sharing services;

• Create energy efficiency mechanisms and, more 
generally, systems for the sustainable management 
of resources such as a smart energy grid, smart 
metering, urban waste collection and processing, 
management of public parks and gardens, and the 
measuring of environmental parameters;

• Improve the management of public emergency ser-
vices, law enforcement and video-surveillance; and

• Enhance the awareness of citizens of the environ-
ment in which they live by providing information 
that flows in real time and which improves the 
transparency of their urban administration.
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In recent years, Europe has come to face numerous challeng-
es: security threats and conflicts in its neighbourhood, a large 
influx of refugees, economic distress in the wake of the finan-
cial and sovereign debt crises and the rise of populist move-
ments have tested the foundations of the European project. 
The perceived lack of a long-term vision for the EU has caused 
some of the member states to look inwards and sparked na-
tionalist revivals. To ensure that the European Union remains 
a leading competitor in the global economy and a stalwart 
defender of democracy, human rights and peace, it is indis-
pensable to adopt a series of measures as part of a long-term 
and innovative strategy for the European Community – Europe 
2030. The existing plan leading to 2020 focuses primarily on 
jobs and growth, which remain a key priority for the Union, in 
addition to security and social inclusion. 

Economic Growth
The European economies have been strained by the financial 
crisis, not least in the south. Public debt will remain above 
90% of GDP over the course of the coming decade, even if 
current rules on deficit spending are fully implemented. High 
levels of unemployment, in particular youth unemployment, 
and low labour productivity growth call for growth-oriented 
policies, an increase in competition, productivity reforms 
and the improvement of public sector efficiency. As the 
transformation of labour market and increased use of infor-
mation technology proceeds, old industrial sectors and the 
employment provided by them will be replaced with new 
ones. Rather than being dismissed, these changes should be 
embraced. Technological development enables new solutions 
to improve living standards and guarantee smart sustainable 
growth. With new sectors growing, the EU ought to complete 
the single internal market, both for digital and other services. 
Additionally, the investment climate can be improved through 

predictable rules, diversified sources of finance, removing 
investment barriers and an equal framework within the EU. 
How the EU addresses its internal challenges and avoids to 
fall into protectionism will evidently determine its ability to 
be a vigorous and influential world player. Completing trade 
agreements, including the Transatlantic Trade and Investment 
Partnership (TTIP) with the United States, will boost the EU’s 
competitiveness in the global arena and expand the market 
for Small- and Medium-Sized Enterprises (SMEs) which con-
stitute 85% of companies in the EU.  
The adaptation to changes within the labour market and a 
knowledge-intense economy will necessitate proper skills 
and education. Ensuring access to higher education and mo-
bility between institutions continues to be a priority, as well 
as the closure of the gap between higher education and the 
labour market. In competition with the United States and Chi-
na, Europe has to provide a fruitful environment for research 
and development. The Juncker Plan initiated by the Commis-
sion in 2015 was well-desired and the European Fund for 
Strategic Investments should be evaluated and renewed for 
a longer period to boost investment and remove regulatory 
bottlenecks. Since most R&D is privately funded, Member 
States ought to provide incentives and stimulate an innovative 
business climate. Investment in R&D and human capital will 
have to be complemented by investments in information and 
communications technologies (ICT) and other intangible as-
sets. The EU should support a Research Initiative 2030, with 
an extension and improvement of Horizon 2020, to help bring 
innovative ideas to the market. As emerging markets continue 
to catch-up with the globe’s leading economies, Europe has 
to act decisively.

Security
The expansion of the European Union, brought closer to the 

“Europe 2030 – United We Stand”
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rest of the world through the process of globalisation, has 
increased dependency both within the Union and with third 
countries. A more insecure world marked by ongoing military 
conflicts in the EU’s immediate neighbourhood, an increasingly 
aggressive Russian Federation and threats of terrorism have 
affected the safety of the European Community and the values 
it upholds. Europe should set demands on third countries that 
violate human rights and also engage in democratic transi-
tions. The EU is stronger when it engages and speaks with 
one voice in security structures and follows a coherent security 
strategy. By ensuring that human rights, democracy and the 
rule of law are safeguarded within the Union, demands on third 
countries carry greater credibility. An example for a conflict 
where cooperation within a united European framework en-
hances the Community’s security is the volatile situation with-
in the energy supply and energy infrastructure sector; since 
demand exceeds supply and creates a high dependency on 
third countries, it has and can be used as a political weapon. To 
avoid this, the EU ought to diversify its energy supplies, elab-
orate a common energy policy with both internal and external 
dimensions and develop infrastructure which decreases de-
pendency, for example through an increase in LNG-terminals 
and the enhancement of opportunities for US energy exports 
to Europe. A common energy market would not only be ben-
eficial from a security perspective, but also enable industrial 
development, new energy technology and sustainability.

Social inclusion
Conflicts, wars, climate change and poverty have led to an 
increasing number of refugees and migrants entering Europe. 
This is putting large pressure on Member States to guarantee 
proper integration. In increasingly diverse societies, it is essen-
tial to ensure harmonious co-existence and interaction among 
people with different backgrounds, cultures and religions. 

Social inclusion is therefore a prerequisite for peace and unity 
within the EU. With a potential risk of the anti-establishment 
sentiment rising further, as well as more disparate local com-
munities, the pressure will increase for accountability, better 
alignment between institutions and transparency at all levels 
of governance, including the European institutions. In addition 
to a more diverse population, the life expectancy of the aver-
age European has significantly risen and is predicted to contin-
ue to do so. As Europe expects a decline in population growth 
and ageing nations, a higher pressure on welfare systems is 
to be expected. This demands the development of policies 
ensuring lower unemployment rates, functioning labour mar-
kets, more people in the workforce – including women and 
labour immigrants – and more flexible national systems. Social 
inclusion is closely connected to policies for economic growth.
Global trends and projections will affect us all and our solutions 
to them will constitute a pathway for Europe onwards. Europe-
an leaders should be able to provide answers to where Europe 
should be in 10-20 years, whilst respecting the principles of 
subsidiarity, to meet a growing scepticism and regain trust in 
the European community. 

We, European Democrat Students (EDS), the official 
student organisation of European People’s Party (EPP):
• Acknowledging that Europe’s challenges need to be 

met by means of a holistic long-term strategy;
• Believing that economic growth remains one of the 

highest priorities for the European Union, including in-
vestments and innovation;

• Acknowledging that the European Union shall remain 
a leading competitor in the global economy and a stal-
wart defender of democracy, human rights and peace;

• Embracing digitalisation and the potential of technol-
ogy in guaranteeing smart sustainable growth and 
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improved living standards;
• Raising concerns on the deteriorating security situa-

tion in Europe and its neighbourhood;
• Raising further concerns about the internal develop-

ment in certain EU member states;
• Emphasising the importance of intercultural dialogue;
• Recognising that demographic changes will affect 

Europe and its economic development as well as its 
welfare systems;

Call on the European Commission and Member States to:
• Develop a holistic “Europe 2030” strategy which ad-

dresses prevalent issues of economic growth, security 
and social inclusion

• Implement approved rules on public deficit spending to 
avoid excessive public debt

• Prioritise the reduction of youth unemployment, the in-
troduction productivity reforms and the improvement 
of public sector efficiency  

• Complete the internal market for digital and other ser-
vices

• Further integrate the European internal market in other 
sectors in order to improve competitiveness within the 
Union and towards third countries

• Increase investment by instating predictable rules, 
diversifying sources of finance, removing barriers and 
creating an equal framework within the EU

• Actively strive for the further conclusion of trade agree-
ments, which includes completing the TTIP agree-

ment, to set global precedents
• Support mobility between universities and business 

and support universities as platforms for start-ups
• Evaluate and renew the European Fund for Strategic 

Investments for a longer period in order to boost in-
vestment and remove regulatory bottlenecks

• Ensure a larger proportion of privately funded R&D and 
incentives for investments

• Support a Research Initiative 2030 to help bring inno-
vative ideas to the market

• Be a leading global example by respecting democracy, 
the rule of law and human rights within the Union

• Engage in European security structures and demand 
adherence to  international law

• Diversify energy supplies from third countries and con-
clude a common EU energy policy

• Develop infrastructure which decreases energy de-
pendency, for example through an increase in LNG-ter-
minals and the enhancement of opportunities for US 
energy exports to Europe

• Promote intercultural dialogue through a variety of 
stakeholders, including universities and youth organi-
sations

• Improve accountability, alignment between institu-
tions and transparency at all levels of governance

• Render labour markets more flexible and increase the 
share of the population, not least young people, immi-
grants and women, who enter the workforce to meet 
demographic challenges

Throughout the European education system, inequality per-
sists. In all EU countries, students with a lower socio-eco-
nomic background are often seen to perform more poorly 
than their peers. At the same time, the difference between 
countries, when looking at the extent to which family back-
ground influences students’ learning, is large. Europe needs a 
more inclusive system for higher education, ensuring quality 
education is available in all Member States. Everyone should 
be able to benefit from quality education and it should be a 
goal to have a higher education system throughout Europe 
that is unified, focused on the same goals and sharing the 
same values and measured to the same standards. In line 
with “Education and Training 2020” (ET2020), a new strate-
gic framework for European cooperation in education and 
training, the goal should be to provide common objectives 
for all Member States, and include principles for achieving 
these objectives as well as common working methods.
One way to make higher education more accessible and 
fight the system’s inequalities is to require university build-
ings to adhere to inclusive design. The British Standards 
Institute (2005) defines inclusive design as “The design of 
mainstream products and/or services that are accessible to, 
and usable by, as many people as reasonably possible with-
out the need for special adaptation or specialised design.” 
The aim is to promote inclusive practice in construction and 
refurbishment in higher education. An example of one Euro-
pean company leading the way in working with universities 
to implement inclusive design is Equality Challenge Unit 
(ECU), which works to further and support equality and di-
versity for staff and students in higher education institutions 
across the UK.

In order to create and develop a proper educational en-
vironment in terms of students engagement, teaching 
conditions and physical constraints such as wheelchair 
access, inclusive design have to be prioritised. Solutions 
should in most cases be adjusted to existing facilities 
whilst reducing the need for special solutions which only 
apply to the needs of a few students. By using inclusive 
design when building and upgrading university buildings, 
more students will be included in these ordinary solutions. 
One of the focal points should be the creation of an in-
clusive physical environment, through the provision of 
comprehensive wheelchair access to buildings and class-
rooms, to lifts between floors. These examples of inclusive 
design should be available to all students regardless of 
their country of residence and study, making higher edu-
cation available to all.

We, the European Democrat Students (EDS), the stu-
dents’ organisation of the European People’s Party 
(EPP),
• Acknowledge the inequality that persists in today’s 

higher education system; and
• Recognise the need for inclusive design in higher ed-

ucation;

We, the European Democrat Students (EDS), the 
student organisation of the European People’s Party 
(EPP), call upon European governments including EU 
Member States to:
• Implement inclusive design in refurbishment and fu-

ture construction work for higher education buildings.

“Inclusive Design in Higher Education”
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Many students struggle when applying for university because of the sheer number of sub-
jects that are on offer to them. There are approximately 4,000 higher education establish-
ments in Europe as a whole, with more than 3,300 of them in the European Union alone. The 
resulting high number of different fields of study that students are offered means they do not 
have an easy decision to make upon leaving school.

There are also several programmes allowing students to study abroad, seeking
to increase their mobility in choosing their country of study. 
Amongst others, the Bologna Process has been bestowed with the task of ensuring that 
students are able to be more mobile in their studies. In 2009, European Ministers responsible 
for higher education met to take stock of the achievements of the Bologna Process. They 
agreed on the benchmark that “in 2020, at least 20% of those graduating in the European 
Higher Education Area should have had a study or training period abroad”.  This benchmark 
refers to the so-called degree mobility, which means that students undertake a full degree 
programme in another country. 
However, not as many young people take advantage of the degree mobility programmes on 
offer to them as they could. One reason for this is that pupils who are about to graduate from 
school are confronted with such a wide range of choices that it is difficult for them to reach 
a decision. There is a need to facilitate the process by which applicants choose a degree 
subject and university suitable to their needs and desires.
In Austria, for example, study fairs permit pupils to obtain information on different universities 
both within Austria and abroad, as well as the courses these institutions offer. This already 
greatly constitutes a great help to pupils. However, it is still difficult for students to reach on 
informed decision on their studies if they seek to study abroad, as little information is usually 
offered for international courses at these fairs.

Scientific studies have shown a link between academic success and a student’s personal in-
terests. If a chosen course overlaps with their personal interests, it is more likely that students 
will finish their studies successfully. If not, either state institutions or the students themselves 
are faced with substantive financial liabilities when finding it necessary to change courses 
after two semesters, as students discover that they made the wrong decision of degree 
programme. Further, they will find already acquired credits to be of little to no use and be 
unable to recover the time and money spent during the period of their interrupted studies.

There are already several test-based approaches aiming at aiding future students in reaching 
an informed decision by means of personality tests, skills tests, etc. These tests help pupils to 
decide more easily. However, they are not standardised, meaning the result of the test does 
not automatically help a student to identify an adequate higher education institution. Further-
more, these tests normally only take into account the HEIs of the country in which the test 
was designed and do not include a comprehensive list of HEIs across the European Union.

When thinking of Europe in 2030 and its future, it is obvious that the ability to study easily 
abroad is a necessity for the growth of the European economy. To enable this, students need 
more information about what they can study, not only in their home countries, but across 
the European Union, and they need this information before their beginning of their studies.

Germany recently saw the introduction of a test providing a set of specific questions. The 
answers of pupils to these questions are subsequently used to help them identify their most 
suitable field of study as well as the most adequate institutions in the country at which these 
courses are offered. Universities from all over Germany are included in this process.  In or-
der to foster student mobility within Europe and safeguard the future of our continent, the 
provision of a European-wide voluntary online test to determine, through questions designed 
to identify a person’s areas of interest and talents, the appropriate fields of study for prospec-
tive students is imperative. This test would identify which subject field meets the person’s 
interests, hard and soft skills, and which universities in Europe offer courses in subjects. This 
does not only help prospective students in making a choice but also promotes European 
exchanges in higher education and therefore the European idea as a whole when it comes 
to higher education.

We, the European Democrat Students, the official student organisation of the 
European People’s Party call upon European Institutions to:
• Create a European-wide online test system which ensures pupils can voluntarily iden-

tify their optimal field of study as well as which universities offer courses in this field;
• Include all HEIs in this system; and
• Promote this concept of a voluntary test across Europe.
• To encourage Member States and their local HEIs to spread information in schools on 

the full range of study programmes and HEIs open to students.

When looking at educational systems together with the 
policies and practices surrounding them, most European 
countries are headed in a problematic direction with re-
gards to integrating students with disabilities. According to 
research conducted by Inclusion Europe, the European as-
sociation of persons with intellectual disabilities and their 
families, there is a clear negative trend linked to non-com-
prehensive strategies. According to their paper, these 
“lack both careful planning and the necessary reallocation 
of resources, are not always aimed at systemic changes 
and do not envision special monitoring mechanisms . This 
in turn means that students who have more severe disabil-
ities are often seen as being too expensive to be educated 
in the mainstream educational system.
Education is a human right, and it is important to give 
this opportunity to everyone, including those with dis-
abilities. Whilst on paper most countries offer this, a 
lot of families realise this is not the case. When reject-
ed from their local schools, they are put into a system 
where they themselves have to find a way for their child 
to get the education they are entitled to receive. If the 
child has a more severe disability, they do not often re-
ceive any access to schooling at all. According to Inclu-
sion Europe, ‘This happens in countries such as France, 

where 6,000 to 20,000 children are excluded from 
school, the Netherlands, where around 4,000 children 
are being denied an education, and Bulgaria, where the 
figure reaches 3,000’. 
Both Europe as a whole and EU Member States have a lot 
to gain from letting these disabled children have access to 
education, and letting them be a part of society. By reach-
ing a cross order agreement for the EU and its Member 
States, they could monitor and secure disabled children 
their rights and possibilities to an education.

We, the European Democrat Students (EDS), the of-
ficial student organisation of the European People’s 
Party (EPP),
• Wish to see children with disabilities included in the 

educational system,
• Call on the European Union and its Member States 

to:
• Improve the access of disabled children to educa-

tion, in compliance with their rights
• Make sure there is a system in place to ensure that 

the children that cannot attend mainstream school 
get the right amount of support to enable them to 
find an alternative option which is suitable for them.

“Students’ Choice of Free Movement in the 
Higher Education Sector”

“Including Children with 
Disabilities in Education”
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One of the fundamental principles of democratic societies is freedom of expres-
sion, including freedom of media and freedom of the press. These are rights 
that should not be violated, yet in many parts of the world they are. In Freedom 
House’s annual report on freedom of the press it was stated that only 14 % of 
the world’s population live in countries with a free press. This shows a decline 
when compared to previous years.  One of the two main reasons for this decline 
is the decreased ability of journalists to physically access and report freely from 
a given country, including conflict areas. Only one in seven of the world’s pop-
ulation lives in a country where coverage of political news is robust, the safety 
of journalists is guaranteed, state intrusion in media affairs is minimal, and the 
press is not subject to legal or economic pressures. 
The areas in the world where journalists are refused entry are increasing. Our 
world has never been so accessible, yet it is becoming more inaccessible for 
journalists. Even in parts of the world where journalists are allowed access, 
they face a risk of being silenced, kidnapped or in some cases even murdered. 
There have been several targeted assassinations in connection with the con-
flicts in eastern Ukraine and Syria. However, this is not a phenomenon occur-
ring only in conflict zones. The safety of journalists is a global concern, with a 
deteriorating media climate stemming from legislation which limits freedom 
of media and silences journalists. Guaranteeing a free media environment is 
crucial within and around the European continent. 
One way of ensuring the safety of journalists in their own countries is to provide 
them with protection against the threats they face. According to the OSCE, 
95% of attacks on journalists do not result in a conviction.  This is unacceptable. 
European governments have a responsibility to ensure that the perpetrators 
do not go unpunished. A study presented at UNESCO stated that full justice 
was achieved in only 6.7% of the cases in which newsmen and women were 
murdered in he course of their duties between 1992 and 2007.  In mid-2013, it 
was estimated that this figure was around 4% and it has not increased notably 
since.  Though these are only estimates, it is clear that the number of cases 
leading to trial is extremely low. This has an impact on the general media cli-
mate. The safety of journalists is not a country-specific issue. Every aggression 
that is made against a journalist is an attack on our democratic principles. Freedom 
of expression and security go hand in hand.

While it is true that the primary responsibility to ensure the safeguarding of hu-
man rights lies with nation states, it is often national governments themselves 
who are the main perpetrators of threats and attacks against the media. It 
is therefore necessary to implement international strategies and frameworks 
which ensure the basic security of journalists as well as a free media environ-
ment. 

We, European Democrat Students (EDS), the official students’ organisa-
tion of the European People’s Party:
• Acknowledging that freedom of media is a prerequisite for a democratic so-

ciety;
• Acknowledging that the journalistic profession should not entail disproportion-

ate personal danger;
• Raising concerns over the general safety of journalists;
• Raising concerns over the limitations placed on freedom of media and free-

dom of expression by governments;
• Recognising that roughly 95% of the attacks on journalists do not result in a 

conviction; and
• Realising that threats and attacks on the media may be perpetrated not only 

by individuals but also by governments;

We, European Democrat Students, call on the European Commission and 
EU Member States to:
• Condemn the acts of imprisonment, silencing, threats and attacks against 

journalists;
• Ensure that the safety of journalists is prioritised in conflict areas through EU 

and Member State missions;
• Put the safety of journalists on the agenda in the international fora in which 

the EU is engaged;
• Push governments to investigate and pursue attacks on journalists and take a 

firm stand against the impunity of the perpetrators;
• Condemn the limitations placed on the journalistic profession and restrictions 

on free media occurring on the European continent; and
• Comply with international law and the international human rights framework.

“Safety of Journalists and Impunity”

RESOLUTIONS
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Western Sahara is considered the last colony in Africa. 
Since 1975 it has been occupied by Morocco.
After decades of protests against the Spanish occupation, 
the Sahrawi people finally achieved international recogni-
tion of their demands: the United Nations acknowledged 
their right to self-determination. Yet despite this, in Oc-
tober 1975 Morocco invaded their country (“The Green 
March”) and on 14 November 1975 Morocco, Mauritania 
and Spain signed the “Tripartite Agreement”. According 
to this agreement, Spain transferred the administration of 
Western Sahara to the other two countries. Part of the 
population remained in the occupied territories, though 
many had to abandon their country and flee to refugee 
camps in the Algerian desert.
Since then, an entire generation of young people has 
been born and raised in refugee camps and never had the 
chance to visit their country of origin, their homeland. Today, 
156,000 Sahrawi live in refugee camps dependent on hu-
manitarian aid.
In 1991, the Sahrawi independence movement Polisaro and 

Morocco signed a ceasefire under which the Sahrawi peo-
ple were promised a referendum on self-determination in 
1992. The promised referendum is still yet to come, despite 
the United Nations efforts in 1999 to count all Sahrawi hold-
ing voting rights.
Since 1999, the Moroccan authorities have worked to hin-
der any efforts in the direction of a referendum, and have 
stated that they will not acknowledge any other solution 
than a continuous Moroccan control over Western Sahara.
The UN peacekeeping mission for the Referendum in West-
ern Sahara, MINURSO, was deployed in 1991. The aim of 
the mission is to monitor the ceasefire and seek a settle-
ment plan for the referendum. However, the UN mission is 
the only UN deployed peacekeeping mission whose man-
date does not include monitoring the human rights situation 
in the country of deployment.
Although there have been some positive developments 
in recent years, the UN mission has proven unsuccessful 
overall.
Acknowledging the ceasefire agreement in 1991, European 

“Referendum Now – Western Sahara”

RESOLUTIONS

Democrat Students truly believe that the Sahrawi people 
have the right to self-determination and to be given the op-
portunity to decide on this through a referendum.
Moreover, European Democrat Students are conscious of 
the important role that young people should play through in-
stitutions, and national and international organisations in the 
defence of human rights. They have always been sensitive to 
any violation of young people’s rights in Europe and in other 
parts of the world.

We, the European Democrat Students, the official stu-
dents’ organisation of the European People’s Party:
• Recognise and declare our support for the right of the 

Sahrawi people to self-determination and indepen-
dence after 40 years of conflict,

• Reaffirm our solidarity with the Sahrawi youth in the 
occupied territories of Western Sahara, in the Sahrawi 
refugee camps, and also with the youth movement of 
Polisario, UJSARIO,

• Call for the search for a just solution to the conflict 

through the holding of a referendum in accordance 
with the UN resolutions on the subject and, in particu-
lar, UN Security Council Resolution 1459,

• Encourage our Member Organisations to join the na-
tional and international solidarity movements with the 
Sahrawi People, supporting their struggle to restore 
their legitimate rights and backing their efforts to attain 
a dignified, peaceful and prosperous future for future 
Sahrawi generations,

• Call upon the UN Security Council to expand the man-
date of the MINUROS forces to also include the moni-
toring the human rights situation in occupied Western 
Sahara,

Call upon the European Commission, the European 
Parliament and Member States:
• To call upon the Moroccan government to honour its 

commitment in the 1991 ceasefire agreement to re-
spect the Sahrawi people’s legitimate right to self-de-
termination and independence.
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P
fE “A robot may not injure a human being or, through inaction, 

allow a human being to come to harm. A robot must obey 
orders given it by human beings except where such orders 
would conflict with the First Law. A robot must protect its 
own existence as long as such protection does not conflict 
with the First or Second Law.” - Isaac Asimov

The European labour market currently faces major challeng-
es: an ageing population, an increasing labour force as a 
result of migration and, more importantly, a technical shift 
in our industries. Technological developments have brought 
many benefits to society in terms of new, more efficient 
public services and more precise, advanced health care. 
In recent years, the debate on robotics and its possible 
effects on employment has been framed in terms of such 
changes being viewed increasingly as something threaten-
ing. The most important technological development is the 
development of artificial intelligence (AI). This is a technol-
ogy whereby agents or machines receive inputs, otherwise 
known as “percepts”, from their environment and respond 
to them by performing actions.  They are “intelligent ma-
chines”. One example in the current world is Google’s 
self-driving car, whilst a simpler one is a dustbin that sends 
a signal to a central monitor to notify when it is full. While 
the techniques used in such programmes sound new, it 
has become a recurrent aspect of industries such as the 
car sector. A prominent example is the German car sector, 
the country’s largest industry as measured for by GDP. Here 
the amount of work carried out by robots rose by almost 
70% between 2012 and 2014.  The effects that AI might 
have on labour market have been a topic of discussion for 
some time. The demand for medium-skilled jobs is likely to 
decrease, while the demand for high and low-skilled jobs 
will continue to rise. These changes are likely to be especial-

ly pronounced within traditional industries. It is reasonable to 
believe that a part of the workforce will be made redundant.

Economies will need to adapt to these technological de-
velopments. The discussion on the proper response to AI 
has, since the 1980s, been divided into two camps. The first 
argues that the introduction of such technologies is just like 
any other natural developmental process in society. Under 
the free-market theory of the “law of reduction”, technol-
ogy is a factor that contributes to the reduction in the cost 
of individual inputs in a production chain. The other camp 
argues that anything a human can do, machines will now 
be able to do, especially as AI is a rather inexpensive tech-
nology. Human beings will become redundant. These critics 
believe society can and should refuse to implement AI.  In 
our modern society that enjoys so much from the fruits of 
technological development, it seems preposterous to say no 
to the prospects that AI offers us. It would be a waste not to 
fully realise its potential.

A report by McKinsey from 2015 showed that the potential 
economic gains from AI amount to about $5,000 billion. We 
believe the first argument should be supported. AI should be 
seen as an opportunity, not a threat. Research shows that a 
rapid productivity increase will usually lead to more workers 
being hired than the opposite. A technological shift would 
demand new types of knowledge: computer scientists, cod-
ers, etc.  There is not a fixed amount of work in this world, as 
supporters of the opposite camp often argue. Some work, 
especially that which demands a “human touch”, cannot be 
automated and will still need humans to carry it out. Just 
as the industrial revolution made the agricultural sector 
more efficient and unleashed the labour force needed for 
the growing urban industries, the rise of artificial intelligence 

“Artificial Intelligence and a 
Changing Labour Market”

might help solve the challenges faced by the EU’s labour 
market and economy. We should not restrain societal devel-
opments to fit the current system, but rather accommodate 
our social systems to fit the developments in our societies.

Measures should be taken to facilitate the introduction and 
integration of these technologies into our labour markets, 
not the opposite. In this process it is important that caution 
is taken to mitigate the possible disruptive effects. Even 
though the EU has limited competence within the sphere 
of labour markets, EU institutions play an important role in 
facilitating the movement of workers within the Union. Ef-
forts should be made through national measures, but it is 
important to acknowledge that the issue is common for the 
EU as a whole. It should therefore be addressed by the EU 
institutions and the Member States together.

The efforts to be made in this area are two-fold and regard 
both the modernisation of our labour markets and the inte-
grating of technological development into our societies. To 
relieve short-term pressures arising from shifts in industries, 
greater movement in the European labour market needs to 
be achieved. Such efforts would allow Europe’s human cap-
ital and knowledge to continue to contribute to economies 
within the EU. Another cornerstone in innovation and tech-
nological development is access to human capital.

Europe has some of the world’s top-ranking universities and 
scholars, hence why increased movement within the Union 
should be encouraged. Artificial intelligence benefits from a 
broad input in its development. Therefore, the possibility for 
first class scholars to come and work in Europe needs to be 
facilitated. The current tool of the European Blue Card has 
not yet been implemented in all Member States. Such types 

of immigration should be encouraged and supported.

The second effort needs to be addressed directly to the 
technological developments themselves. A study performed 
by the European Commission in 2013 showed that Euro-
pean businesses involved in the development of artificial 
intelligence lack sufficient access to funding.  The European 
Investment Fund aims to support small and medium-size 
businesses (SMEs) with risk capital. This could serve as one 
possible solution.

However, European countries should be encouraged to un-
dertake further measures to improve access to capital and 
provide incentives for investment from the private sector. In 
the long-run, a more fundamental shift of government sys-
tems must also come about.

In a society experiencing a steady decline in the size of its 
workforce, the resulting decline in taxation revenues and 
other income streams will require the state to improve the 
effectiveness of its role and function.

We, European Democrat Students (EDS), the official 
students’ organisation of the European People’s Par-
ty:
• Acknowledging the changing characteristics of Euro-

pean labour markets;
• Recognising the importance of innovation and tech-

nological development to European economies and 
societies;

• Believing that artificial intelligence will play a key role in 
the modernisation of European industries;

• Recognising the positive effects of such develop-
ments; and
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Recently we have witnessed new challenges facing the 
common European area of free movement. In 2015 a 
process that was entirely new and unknown to the EU 
commenced – millions of people, including those flee-
ing military conflicts and extremism in North Africa and 
the Middle East, sought refuge in Europe. The process of 
integrating these immigrants and its ambiguous results, 
combined with the intensifying migratory pressure, have 
created a serious and real problem for the European 
Union’s security. The financial resources set aside by EU 
Member States per refugee in 2015 varied from €4,800 
to €12,500 per year, whereas in Germany it is expected 
that total expenses will reach €17 billion in 2016 alone.  
Meanwhile, the European Commission has adopted a 
budget for the same purpose in the amount of €10 bil-
lion for 2015 and 2016.  In November 2015 the European 
Commission and EU Member States concluded an agree-
ment with Turkey under which the EU would grant Turkey 
€0.5-2.5 billion with which to address the refugee issue 
on Turkish territory.  

On 1 December 2015 the EU Regional Trust Fund in response 
to the Syrian Crisis adopted a package of programmes total-
ling €350 million.  Also in December, the European Com-
mission launched an “Emergency Trust Fund for Stability 
and Addressing Root Causes of Irregular Migration and Dis-
placed Persons in Africa”, made up of €1.8 billion from the 

“Borders and Immigration 
– Security Challenges for the EU”

EU budget and the European Development Fund (EDF). 
Despite the efforts of Member States and the flexibility 
of their social security systems, difficulties have emerged 
with regard to the resources available under their national 
budgets, given the rise of these major unforeseen expens-
es. The situation presents a serious test also for the prin-
ciples on which European solidarity is based as a result of 
the fact that some Member States systematically bear a 
larger financial, administrative and logistical burden in com-
parison to others.

A number of European leaders have expressed the opinion 
that immediate action is needed to deal with the refugee 
crisis. The President of the European Council, Donald Tusk, 
and the President of the European Commission, Jean-Claude 
Juncker,  have warned that the problems relating to EU im-
migration should be resolved as soon as possible and the 
EU’s external border controls should be tightened. 

The number of refugees currently in the EU is certainly bigger 
than the populations of Cyprus and Malta put together.  On 
6 January the German Federal Interior Minister declared that 
in 2015 more than 1.1 million migrants had entered German 
territory. 

We, the European Democrat Students, the official 
student organisation of the European People’s Party,

• Underlining the necessity to protect the integrity and 
security of the EU;

• Acknowledging that the existence of the Schengen 
Area, in its present form, is in question; and

• Accepting that the external borders of the EU are  be-
ing subjected to the most serious instance of migra-
tory pressure in their history;

Call upon the European Commission, the European 
Parliament and Member States:
• To carry out, to the greatest feasible extent, identity 

checks on each person intending to enter EU territory;
• To implement clear and strict procedures for the clar-

ification of the origin of those crossing EU borders, 
in order to determine the eligibility for asylum by an 
applicant;

• To focus more resources, including border control po-
lice and technical equipment, on the protection of the 
external southern and eastern borders of the EU, with 
a contribution made out of solidarity by the European 
Commission and individual Member States;

• To take additional measures for decreasing the refugee 
influx by tackling the root causes cause in the coun-
tries of origin; and

• To elaborate a general scheme for the redistribution 
of refugees as the current policy does not deliver the 
intended results.

RESOLUTIONS

• Acknowledging that efforts needs to be taken by Eu-
ropean governments and businesses to realise the 
positive effects of such technology;

We, European Democrat Students, Call on the Euro-
pean Commission and EU Member States to:
• Adapt labour markets to accommodate technological 

development by removing unnecessary regulation in 
Member States;

• Facilitate access to investment for SMEs involved in 
the development of artificial intelligence by the Euro-
pean Investment Fund;

• Provide incentives for innovation and private invest-
ment in artificial intelligence;

• Encourage an assessment of what skills will be re-
quired in the future European labour markets;

• Facilitate cooperation on Blue Card procedures among 
European countries and call upon all EU Member 
States to participate in the scheme;

• Facilitate the reduction of bureaucracy surrounding the 
application process for a Blue Card;

• Evaluate the possibility for European citizens to exer-
cise their right to free movement within the Union; and

• Cooperate around work-permit recognition to facilitate 
the movement of professionals within the Union and 
the breaking down of existing barriers to movement 
within the Union.
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Since regaining independence, the Eastern Partnership countries of Armenia, Azer-
baijan, Belarus, Georgia, Moldova and Ukraine have come a long, complicated and 
challenging way. The European Union’s Association Agreements with Georgia, Mol-
dova and Ukraine are the latest achievements in the process of developing political, 
trade, social, cultural and security links between Europe and these countries. These 
agreements, including the Deep and Comprehensive Free Trade Area agreement, 
represent the efforts made to modernise these countries according to the European 
model and to bring them closer to their goal of becoming members of the European 
Union.

It is true that the EaP is a long-term engagement with the EU’s eastern neighbours, 
but it must also take into account the pressing needs of short-term issues such as 
the resolution of conflicts on Europe’s eastern border. In the near future, the most 
urgent challenge in many EaP countries is ensuring the stability of the nation state.

The members of the EaP face a long and challenging path ahead that will require 
them to undertake far reaching reforms in all aspects of the public sector. We also 
believe that there is o reasonable alternative to the “European choice” for those EaP 
countries which have not yet entered into Association Agreements with the EU, 
namely Azerbaijan, Armenia and Belarus.

We,European Democrat Students (EDS), the official student organisation 
of the European People’s Party (EPP),
• Welcoming the fact that Georgia, Moldova and Ukraine have ratified their As-

sociation Agreements with the EU, and as a result have undergone ambitious 
reforms to raise their standards of democracy, good governance, the rule of 
law and human rights;

• Appreciating the introduction of visa liberalisation for Moldova in April 2014, 
and the latest Commission reports from December 2015 which indicate that 
Georgia and Ukraine now meet the requirements set in their respective Visa 
Liberalisation Action Plans;

• Acknowledging that the EU alone cannot solve the many challenges of the EaP 

region, and that there are limits to its influence;
• Underlining our firm support for the territorial integrity of all EaP countries; and
• Underlining that freedom of the media, freedom of expression and freedom of 

information are fundamental values of a democratic society;

Call on the Council, the Commission, the Vice-President of the Commis-
sion and High Representative of the Union for Foreign Affairs and Security 
Policy, Member States, and the national governments and parliaments of 
Eastern Partnership countries to:
• Proceed to enter into a visa-free travel regime with Georgia and Ukraine;
• Seek the ending of Russia’s occupation of Crimea, and to put an immediate 

end to all its direct and indirect involvement in the ongoing conflict in Ukraine, 
as well as in the frozen conflicts in Georgia and Moldova;

• Pursue the reform agenda vigorously, especially in the areas of the reform of 
the judiciary, the rule of law, and the fight against corruption and organised 
crime, as an important prerequisite for the socio-economic development of 
the three existing EU Association Agreement countries;

• Assure that this cooperation, while being mutually beneficial, provides the EaP 
countries with the opportunity to familiarise themselves with the EU’s working 
methods and policies;

• Ensure that the financial assistance provided by the EU is being used effective-
ly and for its designated purpose;

• Support policies designated to improve the labour market through collabora-
tion between academia and industry, and the development of students’ em-
ployability skills;

• Help the national authorities of EaP countries to guarantee media freedom , 
editorial independence and transparent media ownership;

• Make an effort to support the economies of EaP countries and to improve the 
prospects of the local populations and in particular the prospects of young peo-
ple; and

• Support mobility within the EU and the development of skills, competences 
and the creation of opportunities, particularly for young people. 

“Strengthening Work with  
the Eastern Partnership (EaP)”

The fundamental purpose of the European Union is to 
promote greater social, political and economic harmony 
among its Member States. The European Single Market 
seeks to guarantee the free movement of goods, capital, 
services and people. The free movement of legal persons 
is guaranteed by Article 49 TFEU, which includes the right 
to set up and manage a company or firm in any Member 
State, a concept referred to as the right of primary estab-
lishment. Article 49 TFEU also provides for the abolition of 
restrictions on the setting up of agencies and branches, 
and the abolition of discrimination between national com-
panies and companies from other Member States. This 
concept is referred to as secondary establishment. Arti-
cle 54 TFEU provides that companies that are registered 
within the EU are to be treated as natural persons. In re-
spect of secondary establishment, these provisions have 
not been embodied in secondary law. The 14th Company 
Law Directive, on the cross-border transfer of the regis-
tered office of limited companies, was listed as part of the 
2005 Commission Lisbon Agenda (SEC (2005) 981, p. 6) 
but no further legislative progress has been made since 
then. The principles that apply to individuals are difficult to 
extrapolate to companies due to the artificial nature of the 
corporate entity.

A company is subject to different rules and criteria in each 
Member State. As a result, several Member States are still 
upholding barriers to prevent companies from moving their 
registered office to or from one Member States to another. 
In case law, the CJEU has been active in eliminating obsta-
cles to secondary establishment. To rely on legal procedure 
is a very ineffective and costly method to settle these legal 

issues, especially for the companies themselves. It would be 
far better to seek to harmonise legislation and break down 
those barriers that concern corporate mobility.

The harmonisation of EU Company Law will improve the 
business environment and create an incentive for compe-
tition in terms of national law and the establishment pro-
cedures of Member States. Furthermore, it would create 
a more harmonised Single Market and improve the future 
prospects of the digital single market and TTIP.

We, the European Democrat Students (EDS), the of-
ficial student organisation of the European People’s 
Party (EPP),
• Taking in consideration the provisions of the Treaty of 

the Functioning of The European Union;
• Acknowledging the general principle of subsidiarity;
• Showing respect to the national laws of the Member 

States;
• Considering the effective protection of the interests 

of the main stakeholders and employees affected by 
corporate mobility within the EU; and

• Considering the benefits of the free market, competi-
tion and an optimal business environment;

Call on the European Union to:
• Take into consideration the increasing number of court 

cases arising from breaches of Art. 49 and 54 TFEU;
• Provide secondary legislation to remove unnecessary 

barriers to corporate mobility in Member States; and;
• Include incentives to encourage a race to the top in 

terms of competiveness between Member States.

“Corporate Mobility”

RESOLUTIONS
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“United in the European Spirit”

RESOLUTIONS

In 2015 the refugee crisis reached yet unseen dimensions, 
being one of the most challenging issues for Europe today 
and for many years to come. Every European country is daily 
facing complex challenges, taking some Member States at 
times to the utmost of their capacities.

It is our understanding that no country has the necessary capa-
bilities to cope with this enormous challenge alone. We are fur-
thermore convinced that a unified and timely executed solution 
plan at the European level is the only way for individual countries 
to succeed and for the European Union to succeed as a whole.

The first and most important milestone must be the resto-
ration of safe European external borders. Besides the pro-
tection of the EU’s external borders, legal immigration by 
people fleeing from war and terror must always be possible. 
Compassion is a key Christian value and is an important part 
of our European community of values. A person rightfully 
seeking safety must be granted asylum without restrictions.

The introduction of immigration centres (Hotspots) at the 
EU’s external borders is the most promising solution avail-
able to prevent uncontrolled migration into our continent and 
to guarantee an the equitable distribution of refugees across 
all EU Member States.

Individual national solution strategies such as the closure 
of borders, national limits on immigration or the total re-
fusal to accommodate any refugees are unacceptable 
solutions for the solidarity-based European community 
that exists to our understanding. The refugee crisis can 
only be solved through a united European Union and thus a 
complete European solution has to be created and imple-
mented vigorously.

We, the European Democrat Students (EDS), the of-
ficial student organisation of the European People’s 
Party (EPP), call on the European Commission, the 
European Parliament and EU Members States to en-
sure:
• The creation of a unified solution to the refugee crisis 

by all EU Member States;
• The prevention of any long-term solution attempts 

by individual Member States, with the aim of pre-
serving the Schengen system and the ideal it is 
built upon;

• The protection of the EU’s external borders as pro-
posed above; and

• The introduction of immigration centres (Hotspots) at 
the EU’s external borders in order to enable legal im-
migration into the Union.
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iMEurope
For a united and strong Europe
As a series of crises have paralysed the continent, 
the confidence in the European Union is dwindling. 
Many EU citizens believe that the image of the EU, 
its institutions and the Europe has been damaged 
in this ongoing crisis. The growing Eurosceptic 
mood of the people and the withdrawal aspira-
tions of the United Kingdom motivated EDS, as 
the voice of students, to take action against this 
worrisome tendency. In keeping with the motto 
“iMEurope”, EDS wished to raise awareness 
and initiate a popular dialogue, by means of ads 
and video clips seeking to remind citizens of the 

benefits of European unification and highlight that 
European integration is in the interest of all Euro-
pean peoples. Everyone and in particular the youth 
must fight for the Europe idea. Europe must not 
be reduced only to the current crisis. The Europe-
an achievements ranging from the Economic and 
Monetary Union, peacekeeping, climate and con-
sumer protection have been accepted over the 
years as a matter of course however. It is obvious 
that the European spirit can only remain alive if 
the citizens engage with the European project and 
the benefits Europe brings them on a daily basis 

again.  As part of this initiative, EDS called upon 
the youth to make their voices heard and share 
their thoughts on how to preserve the common 
European identity and make the EU fit for the 
future with European policymakers. Hereinafter, 
all collected statements and proposals were 
summarised in a white paper discussed at the 
Summer University in Larnaca (Cyprus) and 
subsequently forwarded to important stake-
holders such as the European People’s Party, 
Members of the European Parliament, and the 
Commission.
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Successful Immigration 
and Migration Policies 
for Europe  
Location:   Malta
Date:   28th July – 2nd August 2015
Host:   SDM Malta

“Successful Migration and Immigration Policies”

The 39th EDS Summer University took place from 28th July to 2nd August 2015 
in St Julian based on the topic “Successful Immigration and Migration Policies for 
Europe”.

With migration having risen as one of the most fundamental policy changes for 
Europe, with the Mediterranean having turned into a sea of death for refugees 
trying to make their journey to Europe and with the disparate views held by Euro-
pean member states on how to resolve the migration crisis, EDS wanted to further 
examine how Europe could shape successful immigration policies. Approximately 
120 participants gathered on this occasion, contributing with their perspectives 
and exchanging experiences from their respective countries. In particular focus 
was the search for solutions which the youth could implement to help Europe 
write a story of success – a story that has the dignity of human beings and the 
provision of opportunities for young immigrants by means of education at its core. 

EDS were joined in this endeavour by speakers from both NGO’s and political par-
ties, such as Dr Francis Dimech (MP), who elaborated on what European countries 
could learn from the past and highlighted the importance of investing in education 
and intercultural dialogue, Therese Comodini Cachia (MEP) who shared best prac-
tice examples and Dr Ahmen Bugre (Foundation for Shelter for Migrants), who 
gave a very moving speech on the arduous journey of refugees to Europe and what 

conditions the refugees are being exposed to. A keynote address was delivered by 
Simon Busuttil (MP and Leader of the Maltese opposition), who spoke on the need 
of common European solutions to the challenge of migration. Furthermore, repre-
sentatives from MOAS – Migrant Offshore Station – explained the EU framework 
for migration and what challenges there are on the Mediterranean Sea. Being an 
NGO specializing in search and rescue, and having further expanded its mission, 
they gave a captivating description about ways to eliminate loss of life at sea to 
the greatest extent possible. Lastly, the participants had the opportunity to visit 
the Maltese Parliament and discuss the topic of migration with members of the 
parliament, and a roundtable among the attendees was held to sum up the im-
pressions from the event.

The Summer University also coincided with EDS’s Annual Meeting, the apogee 
of the event as the association elected a new Executive Bureau. Georgios Chatzi-
georgiou was elected as new Chairman. Virgilio Falco, Efthymia Katsouri, George 
Serban, Mitya Atanasov, Silvie Rohr, Sophia Skoda, Alexander O´Brien and Olivia 
Andersson were returned as Vice-Chairs by the delegates. Ivan Burazin was ap-
pointed Secretary General and outgoing Chair Eva Majewski was appointed Hon-
orary Chairwoman. 

Ten resolutions passed the Council. Four member organisations were granted ob-
server membership status: NNGG Spain, YRPA Armenia, Fidelitas Hungary and 
RMKDM Romania. 
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Co-Chair Training  
Location:   Brussels, Belgium 
Date:   4th – 6th September 2015
Host:   EDS

“Co-chair Training and EDS Bureau Meeting” 

After the election of the new EDS Bureau in Malta, the working year started with 
joint planning days and trainings for the Co-Chairs from 4th to 6th of September 
2016 in Brussels. The Bureau, the newly appointed Co-Chairs and the BullsEye 
Editor-in–chief met together at the Headquarters of the European People’s Party in 
order to brainstorm, discuss and summarise political ideas and strategies for the 
upcoming term and to structure work plans. 
 
While the EDS Bureau held its second bureau meeting where they developed the 
strategy for the work year and initiated new projects, the Co-Chairs of the three 
EDS Permanent Working Groups – Human Rights, Policies for Europe, and Higher 
Education and Research – and BullsEye Editor-in-chief Henrique Laitenberger took 
part in a seminar with Florian Weinberger (AG Austria), former Vice-Chair and Hon-
orary Chairman of EDS. Weinberger taught several schema in how to present the 
political documents in the working group sessions and during Council meetings. 
He also explained how to moderate discussions and how to structure documents 
in an appropriate way, to prepare the Co-chairs before the upcoming council meet-
ings. During the training each team of Co-chairs made a work plan articulating 
the relevant topics to be realised as motions for the upcoming EDS events and 

subsequently coordinated the themes with the BullsEye Editor-in-Chief.

Afterwards, the BullsEye Editorial Team leadership, consisting of VC Rohr and Editor-in- 
Chief Laitenberger, came together to set the agenda for BullsEye. In addition to the 
thematically priority setting the two of them developed a concrete strategy in order to 
increase outreach and to optimise the content as well as technical processes of the 
in-house magazine. Moreover, all participants gathered to welcome Allan Päll, the Sec-
retary General of the European Youth Forum (YJF). Päll introduced the work of the youth 
forum, which is representing over 100 youth organisations, including both National Youth 
Councils and International Non-Governmental Youth Organisations,  to the audience and 
answered all questions e.g. in terms of policies and structures. In this context, special 
attention was given to the EDS Students at Risk programme, which, presented by EDS, 
passed as a motion at the Council of the European Youth Forum later on in December 
2015.  Also the question of a further and deeper cooperation between EDS and the YJF 
was on the table. Subsequently to the fruitful discussion, the event was rounded off by 
an invitation of Jacob Lund Nielsen, EDS chairman 2001-2003, who currently works as 
partner at the consulting agency Cabinet DN. Nielsen shared his impressions and the 
political challenges in both EDS and Europe during his time in EDS. A dominating topic 
during this evening was the treatment of refugees in the EU member states and inade-
quate capacities in terms of accommodation, registration and health care.
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Closing the Gap:  
Digital and Entrepreneurial  
Skills for All
Location:   Brussels, Belgium 
Date:   21th – 22th September 2015
Organisation: EDS/CoR

On 21st-22nd September 2015, more than fifty students gathered in Brussels to 
participate in a study visit on digital skills and entrepreneurship co-organised by 
EDS and the EPP Group in the Committee of the Regions. The participants were 
selected from EDS and from faculties around Europe, to get a wide range of dif-
ferent perspectives and experiences. The purpose of the event was to debate, 
exchange opinions and conceive a list of proposals for policy-makers on the topics 
of entrepreneurship and digital education, hence the theme: “Closing the Gap: 
Digital and Entrepreneurial Skills for All”. 

During the event, participants discussed how digital and entrepreneurial skills 
could be taught and applied in the job market in order to tackle the e-skills gap and 
promote an entrepreneurial mind-set. Speakers present at the study visit included 
amongst others, Dr. Michael Schneider (President of the EPP Group in the CoR), 
Markku Markkula (President of the European CoR), Eva Paunova (MEP), Rodrigo 
Ballester (Member of Cabinet of Commissioner Tibor Navracsics), Jonathan Mur-
ray (Director at DIGITALEUROPE) and Simon McDermott (New Media Cloud). They 
gave different perspectives on how to bridge the skills gap and work towards larg-
er digital social inclusion. Digitalisation is developing rapidly and it is estimated that 
90% of all jobs will require some level of digital skills in the very near future, whilst 
currently 40% of EU citizens have no or low digital skills. Speakers and participants 
emphasised that people need to be given the best fundamental conditions to live 

and work in the digital economy and that this begins with quality education and 
a functioning digital infrastructure. For Europe’s youth, digital skills coupled with 
creative talent and an entrepreneurial attitude is the new “lifetime employment 
guarantee”, as expressed by Cheryl D. Miller (Director at Digital Leadership Insti-
tute), and the lack of it will lead to many lost opportunities. 

The conclusions of the event were summarised in a magazine which included 
twelve formulated proposals and essays by participants on the topics dis-
cussed, a list of recommendations and policies for the new Skills Agenda 
2016, as well as short remarks by select speakers who addressed partici-
pants. Furthermore, a film was made by the Committee of the Regions, fea-
turing the event and the various proposals the participants suggested. The 
many demands from the EU students included a fully digital education system 
that formed an integral part of the curricula from an early age, the breaking 
down of digital barriers to achieve a complete digital single market in Europe, 
digitalisation of public institutions and investments in smart cities, mixed 
degrees which combines technological competence with other disciplines, 
development of digital libraries as well as a once-stop-shop for entrepreneurs 
and start-ups, a network encouraging female digital entrepreneurship and in-
creased mobility for workers and entrepreneurs. Proposals for a new Skills 
Agenda were equally gathered and shared with EU decision-makers. 
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Youth for Growth: 
Strengthening Generation E 
Location:   Skopje, FYROM 
Date:   29th September – 4th October 2015
Host:   YFU of VMRO-DPMNE

“Youth for Growth: Strengthening Generation E ”

The first Council Meeting of the working year took place from 29th September to 
4th October 2015 in Skopje under the theme of “Youth for Growth: Strengthening 
Generation E”.

With large parts of Europe still suffering from the economic crisis, experiencing 
limited growth and high unemployment, the youth has been particularly affected. 
At the same time today’s youth is becoming more Europeanised than previous 
generations, including countries aspiring to achieve succession to the European 
Union. This can be seen throughout the Western Balkan region. Therefore, EDS 
saw it crucial to discuss how the youth could contribute to the future prosperity 
of the country’s region, both from the perspective of economic development and 
youth engagement, and the role of education in this endeavour. Emphasis was put 
on how to help our generation become a stronger, more Europeanised, generation 
– thus, the term Generation E (Generation Europe) – where young people have 
the ability to succeed. The speakers touched on policies aimed at better economic 
and political cooperation in South-Eastern Europe and within the country, as well 
as Europe’s policies aimed at fostering such cooperation and the concept of Eu-
ropean integration.

As part of this enquiry, EDS had the opportunity to speak with Dime Spasov, 
Minister of Labour and Social Policy, and Vlatko Popovski, Director of the Employ-

ment Agency of FYROM, who presented the new national youth strategy elabo-
rated by young people in the country, the several youth empowerment projects 
currently offered in Skopje and how the youth could be a significant force in a 
country’s development. The participants also met with Deputy Prime Minister 
Vladimir Peshovski for a discussion on how to build prosperity in the 21st centu-
ry. Mr Peshovski illustrated the importance of prosperity for societies, and how 
it can be achieved. He argued that patriotism could be a positive force if it was 
to be linked to an ideal of professionalism. Additionally, EDS met with Vlado 
Misajlovski, Minister of Transport and Communications, with whom delegates 
discussed the importance of a highly engaged youth, and Koce Trajanovski, 
Mayor of the City of Skopje, who provided an overview of youth-related projects 
that had been initiated by the capital. The focus shifted from national policies 
to international policies when visiting the ministry for foreign affairs, where the 
secretary of state Elena Kuzmanovska and Tanja Karakamiseva from the Univer-
sity of SS. Cyril and Methodius elaborated on Euro-Atlantic integration, its role in 
building stronger societies and its importance for the region. Furthermore, there 
were discussions on policies to stimulate sustainable growth and investments 
in a post-crisis world with Vele Samak from the ministry for investments and 
Zoran Stavreski from the ministry of finance. It was highly appreciated by the 
participants to meet with a large number of government representatives from 
FYROM and exchange their thoughts.

The first Council passed six resolutions. 
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EPP Congress 
Location:   Madrid, Spain 
Date:   21st – 22nd October 2015
Host:   EPP

EPP Statutory Congress Madrid

The 23rd Congress of the European People´s Party took place from the 21st until 
the 22nd of October 2015 in Madrid, Spain, under the theme of “Together - Uni-
dos”. At the Congress, EDS was represented by eight delegates with voting rights. 
Additionally, as the student organisation of the EPP, we had the pleasure to send 
over thirty volunteers to support the EPP by amongst others welcoming and guid-
ing guests, contributing to the social media strategy, organising the public relations 
work, and assisting with the preparations for seminars. 
The Congress agenda was both busy and ambitious. The seminar element 
of the Congress took place a day before the official opening of the Congress, 
with a series of panel discussions. EDS had a chance to meet with panellists 
in order to discuss centre-right youth policies. EDS chairman Georgios Chatzi-
georgiou in turn was invited as a panellist on the main stage to discuss the 
topic “How can we build a more inclusive society in the 21st century?”, a 
debate for which he was joined by the Chairpersons of ESU and EUCDW. Be-
yond engaging with wider debates, EDS delegates took an active role during 

the Political Assembly of the EPP on this first day, even presenting a motion to 
the congress. With the Congress furthermore coinciding with the elections to 
the EPP Presidency, Bureau members likewise seized the opportunity to talk 
to the candidates and discuss their ideas and concerns surrounding students 
in Europe.
Additionally, BullsEye, the official in-house magazine of EDS, was handed out to 
many prestigious centre-right politicians, including Jean-Claude Juncker and An-
gela Merkel, to further publicise the work of the association with senior stake-
holders. 
EDS was very pleased to see the re-election of both EPP President Joseph Daul, 
who garnered more than 90 per cent of the vote, and EPP Secretary General An-
tonio López-Istúriz White, likewise returned on a high mandate, to their positions. 
In general, the EDS delegation was proactive in meeting key decision-makers, es-
pecially those with an interest in higher education policy. In conclusion, the EPP 
Congress was not only a forum for interesting discussions and a valuable political 
experience, it also enabled EDS to augment its visibility and have its voice heard 
within the EPP family.
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The Implementation of 
New Governing Models in 
EaP Countries  
Location:   Yerevan, Armenia 
Date:   9th – 13th December 2015
Host:   YRPA Armenia

 “The Implementation of New Governing Models in EaP Countries ”

The second Council Meeting of the working year took place from 9th-13th De-
cember 2015 in Yerevan under the theme: “The implementation of new governing 
models in EaP countries”. 

Being a large growing European student organisation, EDS sees it as vital to 
strengthen the European integration process with the Eastern Partnership coun-
tries, not only through partnerships but also through events. The Eastern Partner-
ship was created to support political, social and economic reforms in Armenia and 
five other countries and to strengthen good governance and development. Given 
that Armenia only a few days before the event had a referendum on constitutional 
reforms, an opportunity was given to specifically discuss governance models in 
the Eastern Partnership countries, both on a practical level on how the constitution 
is formed and on a qualitative level of how well democracy, rule of law and good 
governance is being upheld.

The first speaker to welcome EDS was the Minister for Education and Science and 
Vice-Chair of RPA, Armen Ashotyan, who elaborated on the role of education in 
making reforms. Afterwards, participants were  given the opportunity to visit the 
National Assembly where Galust Sahakyan (President of the National Assembly) 
made some introductory remarks on the constitutional referendum held on 6th 

December and the substance of the constitutional reforms that the government 
sought to implement. There was also a meeting with the Prime Minister of the 
Republic of Armenia and Vice-Chairman of Republican Party of Armenia, Hovik 
Abrahamyan. He elaborated on the Eastern Partnership and Armenia’s negotia-
tions with the European Union in relation to the country’s reforms. Afterwards, 
participants visited the presidential palace, where Serzh Sargsyan, President of the 
Republic of Armenia and Chairman of the Republican Party of Armenia addressed 
the participants, followed by a Q&A session. Sargsyan answered questions mainly 
related to the country’s geopolitical situation. He spoke about Armenia’s foreign 
and security policy in light of its relations with its neighbours and in particular the 
implications of the Nagorno-Karabakh conflict, about its relations with Russia as a 
strategic partner, and on what grounds cooperation can be made with the Europe-
an Union, as well as enquiries on economic policy. 

Furthermore, there were some historical and cultural tours in the programme, 
which included visiting Matenadaran, a museum of ancient manuscripts, before 
undertaking a tour of the Holy City of Ejmiatsin. As part of this visit, delegates could 
listen to Archbishop Nathan Hovhannisyan speaking about religious history and 
explaining that Armenia was the first country to adopt Christianity as its official 
religion. There was also a guided tour at the Museum of Genocide, where the 
participants learnt about the Armenian Genocide and commemorated its victims 
by laying down flowers at the local memorial.
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Europe 2030 – United We Stand 
Location:   Berlin, Germany 
Date:   23rd – 28th February 2016
Organisation: RCDS Germany

“Europe 2030 – United We Stand”

In recent years, the European Union has faced some of the toughest challenges 
since its inception, ranging from new security threats from an aggressive Russia 
and the rise of terrorism, to inadequate migration policies, nationalist sentiments 
and economic disturbances. The need to defend the European project and the 
values it represents has become more vital than ever. Therefore, the 26th EDS 
Winter University was held in Berlin – the city which strongly symbolises a united 
Europe. In a common project “Europe 2030: United We Stand” by Konrad-Adenau-
er-Stiftung, Wilfred Martens Centre for European Studies and European People’s 
Party, EDS and the host organisation RCDS Germany were happy to welcome 120 
participants to Berlin to discuss European unity and the way forward.

The event was officially opened by Doris Pack, President of the Robert 
Schuman Institute and EPP Women, who pointed out the importance of Cul-
tural Diversity in Europe, followed by interactive discussions with the partici-
pants. During the course of the event the participants had the opportunity to 
listen to speakers and panellists such as Dr Michael Schneider (President of 
EPP Group in the Committee of Regions), Thomas Rachel (Secretary  of State  
of  the  Minister for  Education  and Research),  Peter Jungen (SME Europe) 
and Gunther Krichbaum (Chairman of the Committee on European Affairs). 
Topics ranged from political communication and the EU:s internal security to 
smart regions and the future role of cities on the European continent and the 
European security order and what should be included in the European security 

strategy. Other speakers included Roland Freudenstein (Policy Director at Wil-
fred Martens Centre) who elaborated on what constitutes European identity, 
Thomas Birringer (KAS    Head    of    Team   MENA) who spoke about neigh-
bourhood policy with focus on MENA and in addition to this, EDS had the great 
honour to listen to a keynote speech by Hans-Gert Pöttering (KAS Chairman) 
on the European project and future prospects in a long-term perspective. An-
other highlight was a presentation by Sait Matty Jaw, a Gambian blogger, 
social activist and an advocate for women’s and girls’ rights who participates 
in the Students at Risk Program (StAR) in Norway, an initiative providing sti-
pends to students facing political persecution in their home countries, which 
EDS is actively supporting and promoting. 

The speeches were concluded by the EDS 55th anniversary celebration, with a 
historical outlook on EDS development and a speech by Antonio López-Istúriz (EPP 
Secretary General) where he described the challenges faced by the EU and the 
role EPP and its youth structures can play in addressing them. Additionally, partici-
pants took part of a study trip to a former Stasi prison in Berlin-Hohenschönhausen 
Memorial and had a guided tour in the German Bundestag, which also was the 
location for the Council meeting. During the meeting EDS launched the new official 
website for BullsEye Magazine.

The Council passed eleven resolutions and statutory amendments. Two member 
organisations were further elevated to full membership status: SMD Poland and 
NCD Italy.
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The Rise of Populism: 
its Cause and Implications 
for the European Project 
Location:   London, United Kingdom 
Date:   20th – 24th April 2016
Host:   YCGE United Kingdom

“The Rise of Populism: its Cause and  
Implications for the European Project”

The fourth Council Meeting of the working year was held from 20th to 24th April 
2016 in London under the theme: “The Rise of Populism: its Cause and Implica-
tions for the European Project”. 
In light of the imminent EU referendum in the United Kingdom on 23 June 2016, 
EDS considered it of pivotal symbolic importance to visit the country’s capital while 
discussing the highly relevant topic of populism. As many citizens have felt over-
whelmed by the rapid pace of the economic, political and social change Europe 
has experienced, populism has arrived as an existential challenge to political sta-
bility across the continent, attracting both the left-wing and the right-wing. Being 
in a capital hosting some of the most prominent European thinkers and academics, 
EDS had the privilege to listen to several interesting sessions with speakers from 
different sectors.
Participants were given introductory remarks by the former UK Ambassador to the 
EU Lord Hannay of Chiswick and Damian Collins (MP at the Houses of Parliament), 
who stressed the importance of the single market and the opportunities it gave to 
EU citizens. Afterwards they were given a brief tour of the Palace of Westminster, 
the former home of the Parliament of England. Other notable speakers at the event 
included Edward Lucas (Senior Editor at The Economist) who spoke about the suc-
cess of populist parties in tapping into people’s discontent with the current political 

and economic system, Dr Hartmut Meyer (University of Oxford) who elaborated 
on the impact of populism on the European security order as well as a panel with 
Sam Bowman (Adam Smith Institute) and Professor Iain Begg (London School of 
Economics) on economic governance. The participants further discussed strate-
gies on how the European youth could stall the populist surge, how the European 
Union could increase its democratic legitimacy through reforms and how to avoid 
a reversal into nation-state mentality. 
Additionally, the speakers shed light on British perspectives on the European 
Union, as Britain was standing at a crossroads on its role in Europe. Participants 
were given the opportunity to meet local activists and to gain an understanding 
of how the British political system operated on the ground. Subsequently, par-
ticipants had the pleasure to have a discussion with Ian Taylor, a former MP and 
EDS Chairman of EDS, who explained how Britain had joined what was then the 
European Economic Community and the reasons for doing so. He further discussed 
the methods of campaigning in the modern day. The Council Meeting itself was 
held at the students’ union of the University of London and saw the launch of EDS’s 
iMEurope campaign, destined to promote the European ideal and the benefits of 
European unification among the younger generations. The campaign was amongst 
others discussed with Johanna Nyman, the President of the European Youth Fo-
rum, who addressed EDS on the occasion of its Council, and continued on social 
media as an online campaign. 
The Council passed seven resolutions.

EVENTS

120 121



Centre-Right 
Academy Zagreb 
Location:   Zagreb, Croatia 
Date:   12nd – 15th May 2016
Host:   EDS/HSS Croatia

EDS Centre-Right Academy

The very first Centre-Right Academy of EDS was hosted by SO HSS Croatia 
from the 12th to 15th May 2016 in Zagreb. The Academy pursued two prin-
cipal goals: first, it focused on the communication of the values and policies 
of the centre-right political family to participants. Secondly, it emphasised the 
development of skills and knowledge needed for effective leadership and in-
creasing youth political participation in communities. It was the first academy 
with emphasis on ideology, ideas and theoretical frameworks – the founda-
tions of policymaking – by using the methodology of workshops, interactive 
participation and smaller discussion groups which might be difficult to achieve 
in regular events, and the academy turned into a great success.

Attendees were consequently offered by speakers, such as Roland Freuden-
stein, Policy Director at the Wilfried Martens Centre, a solid knowledge of the 
philosophical foundations of the centre-right, its divergence from other politi-
cal ideologies, its historical development as a political movement and its po-
sition on important topics that have emerged over the past years. Additionally 
there were seminars focusing on different academic fields: one dedicated to 
theories of international relations and a centre-right approach to foreign- and 
security policy, and another one dedicated to macroeconomic theories, spe-
cifically elaborating on Hayekian economics and Keynesian economics respec-

tively. The philosophical premises and ideas shared by the centre-right parties 
were further dissected when Mr Bojan Marjanović from Croatian Debating 
Society provided the participants with useful tools to analyse arguments pre-
sented in political speeches and debates and the logics behind them, with 
particular focus on countering right-wing populist arguments. The participants 
further had to write their own speeches and analyse each other’s ideas and 
rhetorics, e.g. on the topic of labour migration in the European Union. 

Whilst EDS brings people of similar beliefs and perspectives together, much is 
still to be learned from and shared with one another. This is why participants 
additionally were granted the opportunity to exchange experiences and out-
standing projects. With the help of experts such as Dr Petar Popović, Lecturer 
at the International University Libertas, and Ms Ivana Pukšec, Executive Direc-
tor of Metis Consulting, attention was paid to soft skills that exemplify a young 
leader and how to make use of them in our organisations. The participants 
were provided with tools on project management and how organisations can 
work to envision and successfully complete their projects. Afterwards, they 
were able to put this in practice during workshops in small groups. At the 
same time, as a student organisation, EDS devoted some time to discussing 
the strategies employed by Member Organisations in student elections and 
the recruitment of new members, as well as the central topics on which dif-
ferent organisations focus to improve the welfare of students.
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Mission Belarus 
Location:   Minsk, Belarus 
Date:   1st – 5th July 2016
Host:   EDS/KAS Belarus

“EDS Study Mission to Belarus”

In July EDS invited 20 participants to Minsk for a Study Mission in cooperation with 
the Konrad Adenauer Foundation (KAS) and the Liberal Club. Belarus is a country 
which EDS has closely observed, monitored and debated over the years and the 
country’s development is therefore of great interest to the organisation. Belarus is 
often called “Europe’s last Dictatorship” referring to the authoritarian ruling style of 
President Alexander Lukashenko. The Belarusian government has been criticised 
for human rights violations and its persecution of non-governmental organisations, 
independent journalists, national minorities, and the political opposition. However, 
in 2016 the European Union ended five years of sanctions against Belarus on basis 
of improvements. The aim of the mission was to give the participants a unique 
chance to experience Belarus directly from the ground and to get to know the 
post-soviet country, its people and the political situation better and to understand 
its relations to Europe.

Upon arrival, Wolfgang Sender, Head of KAS Belarus, and Alexander Filipov, mem-
ber of the Liberal Club, briefed the delegates on the current political and econom-
ical situation in Belarus, the current status and Belarusian perspectives after the 
sanctions. The participants received the offer to join an interesting guided sight-
seeing tour through the capital of Minsk and to visit a Second World War museum. 
Afterwards, EDS joined a roundtable discussion about the Higher Education Sys-

tem of Belarus with local students who explained their situation and what changes 
and developments could be seen after Belarus became a member of the European 
Higher Education Area, adopted the Bologna Process and joined the Erasmus+ 
Programme. All participants took the floor in order to draw comparisons to other 
European countries, having had these systems implemented years ago. In the con-
clusion the participants identified that the majority of countries are facing similar 
problems, one of them being the recognition of lectures. 

A culminating point of the programme was a visit to the monument of the death 
camp of Trostinec, where EDS and KAS held a wreath ceremony in memory of the 
200 000 people who were murdered at this camp. In order to learn more about 
Belarusian culture the participants visited an interactive handcraft museum, where 
they took part in workshops and got a deeper insight of the traditional production 
of materials such as nourishment, clothes and tool kits. EDS also had the pleasure 
to talk to Aleksej Smirnow, Petr Schulga and Aleksej Poplawskij from the Minis-
try of Foreign Affairs and ask numerous questions about the international politics 
of Belarus, which was illustrated by one country being framed between two big 
players such as the European Union and Russia. Afterwards, EDS discussed very 
intensively the situation of the Belarusian exile university “European Humanities 
University” in Vilnius, its’ aims, the current situation and its’ potential future. The 
five days study mission finally was accomplished by a visit to the European Exter-
nal Action Service and discussions on the EU’s diplomatic work in Belarus. 
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Headed by Editor-in-Chief Henrique Laitenberger 
(YCGE) and Vice-Chair Silvie Rohr (RCDS), the 
overarching priorities of the BullsEye Editorial 
Team for the working year 2015/2016 consisted 
of the consolidation of the publication’s brand es-
sence, as well as the expansion of its reach. 
In terms of content, this was foremost expressed 
through a shift of BullsEye’s focus towards in-
depth policy analysis. Sustaining EDS’s policy 
strategy of “Europe 2030” for the working year, 
the Editorial Team fruitfully co-operated with a 
number of MEPs and think-tanks (amongst others 
the Wilfried-Martens-Centre and IEA), in conjunc-

tion to encouraging members to explore highly 
relevant topics. Whilst a special issue on “Europe 
2030” to accompany EDS’s Winter University cen-
tred on the more immediate future of the Europe-
an Union, BullsEye also ran throughout the year a 
series on “The Future of European Federalism” to 
enable fresh perspectives on the original vision of 
the Union fit for the 21st century. 
These initiatives were complemented by inten-
sified efforts to widen BullsEye’s reach among 
its members and the political sphere. By the 
beginning of the working year, the distribution 
of BullsEye to all Members of the European Par-

liament belonging to the group of the European 
People’s Party was secured. Likewise, BullsEye 
received prominent exposure at the EPP’s Con-
gress in Madrid in October 2015. The principal 
achievement of the year however consisted of 
the launch of a new cutting-edge website for the 
magazine in February 2016, firmly rooting Bulls-
Eye in the digital age. 
Building on a solid foundation left by preceding 
Editors and Editorial Teams, BullsEye undertook 
great strides in the working year 2015/2016 and 
further entrenched the magazine’s status as the 
leading voice for centre-right students in Europe.

BullsEye
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European Centre-Right

The newsmagazine of European Democrat Students

December 2015 / 53rd Year / No. 62 / ISSN 2033-7809 
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The newsmagazine of European Democrat Students
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Youth for Growth: 
Strengthening Generation E

The newsmagazine of European Democrat Students

October 2015 / 53rd Year / No. 61 / ISSN 2033-7809 PUBLICATIONS

Henrique Laitenberger (YCGE) is Editor-in-Chief of 
BullsEye. Born in Germany, he currently lives in the UK 
where he is pursuing a PhD in History at the Univer-
sity of Oxford. Active in the UK Conservative student 
movement since 2012, Henrique is currently the Vice-
Chair of the Young Conservative Group for Europe. 
Previous journalistic experience on his part include 
contributions for various student outlets and blogs in 
Britain, Germany, and elsewhere.

Silvie Rohr (RCDS) is EDS Vice-Chair re-
sponsible for publications and pursued stud-
ies in Law at Humboldt-University in Berlin. 
In addition to her political activities, Silvie 
has been working for a television channel, 
different newspapers and radio channels. 
Her work with BullsEye mainly focused on 
issues of intercultural affairs, human rights, 
and student volunteering.
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Andreas Fock (FMSF) Mindaugas Liutvinskas (JKL)

Charlotte Nilsson (FMSF) Mihaela Radu (TLDM) Julien Sassel (EDH)

Syrila Makarezou (DAP-NDFK)

Manuel Schlaffer (AG)

Tomasz Kaniecki (SMD)
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 AG Austria
Aktionsgemeinschaft

The working year of 2015/16 started in July with the election of the new national board at AG’s Annual Summer Congress which took place 
in Salzburg. 
In autumn, an amended law for the Austrian universities was released to which AG had significantly contributed by championing the expan-
sion of credit offer to incoming students during their first semester. In February, AG held its Annual Winter Congress in Lower Austria. Aiming 
to foster ties between members and ensure the smooth running of the organisation, members were offered several training sessions on 
public speaking, social media and leadership skills. 
In April, AG launched a campaign on the position of graduates on the labour market. The principal objective of the campaign was to raise 
awareness of difficulties faced by students when seeking to enter the labour market upon graduation, if their tertiary education was not 
complemented by any practical experience.The campaign consisted amongst others of several panel discussions with speakers with a back-
ground in both academia and the private economy background, press releases, as well as an awareness campaign through the distribution 
of literature and the production of an advertising video. 
In May, AG launched an online petition for a national student mobility ticket. Additionally, a task force within the Austrian Students Union for 
cooperation with the domestic government departments was created by AG. In June, we devised an online survey for students on university 
summer courses, in order to work on the extension of the variety of programmes offered before the official resumption of the academic 
year in autumn. AG further launched another campaign aimed at harmonising the organisational systems of Austria’s universities of applied 
science. This campaign was primarily conducted through the distribution of literature, social media advertising and the production of an ad-
vertising video. Throughout the year, AG has been highly represented at the Committee and Council Meetings of the Austrian Students Union.  

 FISS Bulgaria
Federation of Independent Student Societies

In January 2015, FISS commenced with the preparations for the Bulgarian local elections. Following an according decision by the Central 
Election Commission, FISS was again registered as a national observer organisation of the elections. This was the thirteenth registered na-
tional observer mission of FISS. At the same time, FISS continued to work as permanent member of the Public Council to the Central Election 
Commission. In March 2015, FISS held its regular Annual Congress which saw the re-election of Mr Bojidar Vasilev as the Honorary Chairman 
of FISS, Ms Konstantina Kiprova as Chairwoman, Ms Maria Nenkova as International Secretary, Mr Apostol Apostolov  as Secretary General 
and Mr Todor Gunchev the Chairman of the Ronald Reagan Committee. The congress further witnessed the creation of a Transatlantic 
Prosperity Area Research Institute which is to serve as an analytic unit of FISS. On 25 October 2015, Bulgaria held its local elections. The final 
results of this poll saw the political party GERB, member of the European People’s Party, winning 31.5 per cent of votes.
The Reformist Bloc, consisting of the Union of Democratic Forces, Democrats for a Strong Bulgaria, and Bulgaria for Citizens Movement, 
likewise recorded strong results in the local elections. In Sofia, they rose to become the second political force after GERB.
FISS members and sympathisers have supported the candidates returned by GERB and the Reformist Bloc. The elections were an unequivo-
cal success. Many candidates put forward and supported by FISS were elected as municipal councillors across the country. In Sofia, two of 
our candidates were respectively returned as district mayors and municipal councillors on Sofia City Council, one of whom holds the position 
of chairman of the political group of the Reformist Bloc in the Council. Over the course of this year, the Federation further continued to develop 
a joint project with the Bulgarian Institute for the Education of Municipal Officers, a member of International Institute of Municipal Clerks, 
USA. September 2016 will see the unveiling of the Monument of President Ronald Reagan, a project that came into being by initiative of 
FISS five years ago. Whilst a small organisation, we are represented at every single university in Sofia. The Federation of Independent Student 
Societies has struggled for the voice of the young people to be heard and their rights secured.

 EDH Belgium
Etudiants Démocrates Humanistes

This past year, several activities have been organised by the several local chapters of EDH. The EDH is very active, organising a wide range of 
events ranging from socials to conferences led by eminent experts and political representatives, as well as civic action to promote our views 
and thoughts on various topics relating to student life. For instance, as Belgium’s public transport services went on strike in the midst of the 
past examination season, the EDH led the charge in demanding the provision of a minimum service to help students who lived far away 
from their campuses sit their exams. EDH succeeded in ensuring that the concerns and demands of our generation were listened to on the 
national level. Members of each local chapter were furthermore encouraged to actively partake in the student elections of their universities. 
It was a rewarding experience for students who wished to learn how to run for election and the working of a political party. Moreover, on 
several issues concerning our generation such as the refugee crises in Europe, higher education and our merit-based grant, student jobs and 
flexible working hours, or youth radicalization, EDH took an active stance. Furthermore, a series of meetings with political representatives of 
our mother party, the Democrat Humanist Centre (CDH), were organised, gathering amongst others Vanessa Matz, Francis Delpérée, and 
Michel de Lamotte. To conclude, EDH hosted a teambuilding weekend at the beginning of the academic year to learn more about each other, 
tighten the ties between the different campus chapters and most of all build friendly and professional fellowships to lay the foundations for 
a solid, healthy and ideally long-lasting family ties. 

 MGERB Bulgaria 
Mladi Grazhdani za Evropeisko Razvitie na Bulgaria

For the past year MGERB supported the promotion of right values and ideas amongst the Bulgarian people. The was achieved by organising 
events and building GERB’s campaign strategies and programmes, focusing on issues concerning young people in Bulgaria. In this regard, 
many representatives of MGERB were selected to stand for election to city councils during the last local elections. For the local elections in 
late 2015, MGERB conducted a campaign to boost voter turnout. Without asking members of the electorate to vote for a particular party, 
we provided explanations to help young people in Bulgaria understand the benefits of participating in the democratic process and going out 
to vote on Election Day. MGERB took an active part in the whole election process and played a main role in raising the profile of the positive 
results which were visible for every regional city governed by a GERB mayor.  We showed the real benefits the came when a mayor proposed 
by GERB was elected. Many cities in Bulgaria have been renovated during recent years with the creation of new bicycle lanes. MGERB 
undertook a campaign to draw attention to the alternative mode of transportation provided by the bicycle. Besides being cost efficient, it is 
also environmentally friendly. This is something which is really important for every modern European city, which now also have the ambition 
of being “SMART”.  The Bulgarian city of Varna was elected to be the European Youth Capital for 2017. Hundreds of members of MGERB 
actively participated in the campaign for this achievement.  Traditionally MGERB organises Winter and Summer universities at which over 400 
participants gather to hear from high-level speakers such as the Prime Minister, Vice-Prime Ministers, ministers, mayors and successful en-
trepreneurs.  Along with WU and SU, MGERB organises several regional political academies with a total number of participants of over 1000. 
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 SO HSS Croatia
Sveucilisna Organizacija Hrvatske Seljacke Stranke

In August at the EDS Summer University in Valletta, Malta SO HSS member Ivan Burazin was elected EDS Secretary General, and Dario Car 
was appointed Co- Chairman for the permanent working group Higher Education and Research for the second term. At the same time, in 
August 2015, the 18th annual SO HSS Summer Academy was held in Sibenik. The main topic of the Academy was ‘’Parliamentary elections 
and campaign’’. 
The Academy was opened by the HSS Chairman Branko Hrg and the party leadership. During the working year SO HSS, as the official student 
organization of the HSS, played a significant role in gaining ground against socialist parties during the parliamentary elections. In March, HSS 
leadership term ended after 4 years and we had internal elections where a new leadership was elected. Kreso Beljak was elected the new 
president of the Croatian Peasant Party. During the year, few members from SO HSS had an internship in the European Parliament. Working 
alongside our MEP Marijana Petir, they were given a chance to learn and gain new, useful skills that they can use in youth policy development 
on a national and international level. As for domestic policy, during the year SO HSS, through many press conferences and public protests 
both on the national and local level, campaigned against the wrong policies that are directed towards solving the problem of the already high 
youth unemployment in Croatia. The main issues we stood for publicly were entrepreneurship in higher education and support for young 
entrepreneurs. Alongside our political work, SO HSS continued its tradition of working on a series of humanitarian projects. This year SO 
HSS celebrated its 105th year of existence, making us the oldest political student organization in Croatia and one of the oldest in the whole 
of Europe.

 

 KS Denmark
Konservative Studerende 

At the Annual Congress in March 2016, KS elected a new bureau for the working year 2016/2017. Anne Birk Mortensen was elected as the 
new National Chair, whilst Espen Krogh was returned as Deputy Chairman. Victoria Voda, Fridrikur Henriksen and Ken Ushiki Vinberg were 
elected Vice-Chairmen of KS. KS’s local branches participated in student election with good results. KS Odense has been re-launched and a 
new branch is emerging at Roskilde University. In June 2015, Lars Løkke Rasmussen became the new Prime Minister of Denmark, heading a 
single party minority government by the Liberal Party (Venstre, ALDE). On 3 December 2015, the Danes flocked to the ballot boxes yet again 
for a referendum on whether to convert Denmark’s full EU opt-out on home and justice affairs matters into an opt-out with case by case 
opt-in, similar to the mechanism operated by Ireland and the United Kingdom. An approval of the proposed policy was needed to remain 
part of EUROPOL under new international rules. However, the initiative was rejected by 53% of the voters. KS Denmark chose not to take an 
official stance in the campaign due to the wide range of opinions held by members on this subject. Over the course of the United Kingdom’s 
referendum on continued EU Membership, individual members of KS lent modest support to the Remain campaign. The vote in favour of 
Brexit is not favourable for Denmark, since the country holds, just as the UK, a special status within the EU. 

 FPK Protoporia Cyprus
ΦΠΚ ΠΡΩΤΟΠΟΡΙΑ (FPK Protoporia)

The working year started in August 2015 with FPK Protoporia’s Annual Electoral Assembly, where a new Central Bureau was elected. Kyria-
kos Hadjinikolaou and Elias Kakkis were respectively returned by members as President and Secretary General.
Over the course of the past year, FPK Protoporia, in its capacity as the largest student organisation in Cyprus, supported a series of concrete 
proposals aiming at improving the Higher Education system of the country. FPK Protoporia played a vital role in the negotiations with the 
Ministry of Education regarding the terms of the new system of teacher’s employment. This will free the system from any irregularity and 
lack of efficiency in the process of employment in public education.
Furthermore, FPK Protoporia managed to partake in the process for the reform and upgrade of the student loan system administered by the 
Cypriot government. It is important to note that the organisation has been a pioneer for this change since the economic crisis in order to help 
students in need of additional support in order to continue their studies and obtain their degree.  Additionally, on 1st April 2016, a great cultur-
al event was organised by FPK Protoporia in commemoration of one of the most significant periods in Cypriot history, the years 1955 - 1959 
which led to the independence of our country from the United Kingdom. The event was dedicated to the honouring and remembrance of the 
heroes who gave their life for their beliefs and eventually secured our freedom.Throughout the year, several other events mainly in relation 
to entrepreneurship and youth unemployment, such as the “Cyprus Startup Academy”, were hosted by our organisation as well. Between 
January and May, FPK Protoporia focused in particular on the student elections which took place in every city and country where a sufficient 
number of Cypriot students live and study. At the forefront of these campaign efforts stood the polls at the University of Cyprus, the University 
of Nicosia, Cyprus University of Technology, European University and Frederick University. These elections were in turn followed by ballots 
at universities across Greece, more specifically the cities of Athens, Thessaloniki, Ioannina, Patra, Volos, Komotini, Larissa, Heraklion and 
Rethymno. Elections were also held in Hungary and the United Kingdom. FPK Protoporia is proud to say that we won the student elections 
with 46% which marks one of the highest percentages received in the history of the elections for the student federation.

 TK Finland
Tuhatkunta (Student Union of the National Coalition Party)

In the autumn of 2015, most Finnish universities held their student union elections and despite a very active campaign conducted by TK 
Finland, challenges presented by the ongoing general tendency, favouring politically unaffiliated groups, proved to be hard to overcome. 
Unpopular decisions taken by the present government furthermore had an unfortunate impact on the popularity of certain political parties at 
campus-level.
  
Later that year, TK Finland held its Annual Congress, which saw the two year terms of TK’s Chairman Daniel Lahti and Vice-Chairs Pirre 
Seppänen and Lauri Koponen, coming to an end. The newly elected executive board assumed its duties in January 2016, with a new Chair-
person Marianna Kupias and two Vice Chairs, Emmi Venäläinen and Janika Takatalo heading TK Finland. The rest of the seven executive board 
members, including the new International Secretary Tommi Pyykkö, are to serve a one year term.
In addition to the new board, TK Finland has also appointed a new Secretary General, Jenni Vartiainen, who is to take office at the beginning 
of August, following the departure of her predecessor Maija Kangasniemi after two years in the position. Throughout the first half of 2016, TK 
Finland has been actively influencing national policy, particularly in relation to higher education. The National Coalition Party currently returns 
the Minister of Education, which has ensured TK’s close connections to the department and a fruitful channel through which to impact one 
of the key issues of our members. The other priority during the spring was a thorough preparation for the National Coalition Party’s Congress 
held in June 2016. The convention resulted in a substantive success, as all the main motions presented by TK Finland were adopted by the 
Party Congress.
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 YFU of VMRO-DPMNE FYROM
Youth Forces Union of VMRO-DPMNE

In 2016 the Youth Forces Union celebrated its 25th birthday. During the celebration event Chairman Vladimir Neloski gave out the organisa-
tion’s 55,000th membership card. 2016 also marked the beginning of the next two-year term of the new 26 member Executive Committee 
of the organisation. In the past year, YFU organised two international events: an EDS Council Meeting in September of 2015, as well as 
a DEMYC Seminar in April of 2016.  The Youth Forces Union actively participated in the formation of numerous policies presented by the 
political party VMRO-DPMNE which were aimed at improving conditions for young people in the Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia. 
These policies are currently being implemented by government institutions and have been met with an extraordinary level of support from 
Macedonia’s youth. 

 YSO GRAALI Georgia
Young Student Organization Graali

During the last year YSO Graali organised a number of student debates. We actively backed developments in Georgia to support the develop-
ment of free media in our country, we protested against the creation of new borders near city of Gori and the South Ossetian border, and also 
protested against the occupation at Enguri bridge. We are currently actively involved in our parent party’s pre-election campaign. We seek 
to inform and improve the political education of young people through the project: “Talks about democracy”, which is very good opportunity 
for students to share their fresh perspective on current issues.

 UYNM Georgia
United Young National Movement

Last year was one of the pivotal years for UYNM with the run-up to the parliamentary elections of October 2016. One of the main priorities of 
UYNM is to promote European values and to support Georgia’s European aspirations, especially in the light of growing Russian propaganda 
in the country. During the year UYNM has had a very fruitful cooperation with its international partners in conducting various educational and 
campaign activities. The year also saw successes in terms of developing the organisational structure of UYNM and expanding its presence 
to more areas in Georgia. Currently UYNM members are actively involved in the election campaign, the outcome of which will be of crucial 
importance for Georgia in the forthcoming years.

 RCDS Germany
Ring Christlich-Demokratischer Studenten

For RCDS, the last year has been rich in variety, facing new challenges in the German education politics. As always, our legislative period 
started in October 2015 with our Annual Meeting where a new board was elected in addition to different resolutions, strategies and internal 
issues being discussed. The conference resolution “Shaping Europe - Securing Peace through Education” was adopted with a broad majority 
of delegates hailing from across Germany. In February, we were honoured to host the EDS Winter University “Europe 2030: United We 
Stand” in Berlin. Together with delegates from across Europe, we discussed today’s common challenges facing the EU, from the refugee 
crisis to global terrorism. RCDS was further highly honoured to celebrate the 55th anniversary of EDS in Germany. From January to February 
and June to July 2016, a series of elections to the German university and college parliaments took place, entangling RCDS very heavily in 
electoral campaigns across the country. Fortunately, the majority of RCDS groups throughout the country managed to significantly improve 
on their results, at some places even emerging as the largest political force. In June, RCDS launched a pro-EU campaign “We in Europe” that 
has already come into action at several German universities. The main goals of the initiative were to inform German students on the EU’s 
advantages and to start a dialogue about the core values of the European Union and its future. We were glad that some Members of regional, 
national and the European Parliament supported the important campaign. 
Furthermore, the RCDS launched an online petition against the high costs of the German broadcast licence fee (GEZ), aiming at securing a 
discount for students and trainees.
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 DAP-NDFK Greece
Dimokratiki Ananeotiki Protoporia - Nea Dimokratiki Foititiki Kinissi
Δημοκρατική Ανανεωτική Πρωτοπορία - Νέα Δημοκρατική Φοιτητική Κίνηση

In May 2016, DAP-NDFK won the annual student elections for a 30th consecutive year at the majority of Greek universities with 43.62% and 
at the universities of applied sciences with 54.16 % of the votes. DAP-NDK continues to stand strongly as the leading student organization 
of the nation. In September 2015, Sotiris Polizos was appointed Secretary General of DAP-NDFK and later followed by the incumbent Ioannis 
Anastasopoulos.Throughout the last working year, DAP-NDFK conducted a major campaign “More Action - Fewer Words”. This campaign 
was run to reaffirm and communicate the results of DAP-NDFK’s work.  DAP-NDFK continues to support and encourage the improvement 
of the quality of educational standards; it supports the Erasmus programme, the improvement of student housing facilities. Among other 
proposals and operations, DAP-NDFK encourages the direct and effective link between the completion of university studies and the entry into 
employment.  It continues to make a difference in elevating the quality of higher education.  Another major initiative undertaken was to estab-
lish a double examination periods for students assisting them to complete their degrees at a much faster rate, reducing both obstacles and 
the financial burden for the state budget whilst enabling students to continue with their careers more effectively. A second major campaign, 
“Sink the Corks”, was conducted for the student pre-elections. The purpose of said campaign was to communicate and encourage action 
to counter the ongoing political instability, the state of disorder and depreciation caused by the incumbent radical left government. More 
importantly, the initiative’s priority was to emphasise the continued necessity to support the rights and interest of all students, to promote 
academic excellence, proficient educational standards, security, and consistency in spite of the current political situation. Among others, an 
accountable evaluation system, the modernisation of educational institutions, and the advancement and promotion of private initiatives have 
been promoted in this context.

 StudiCentro Italy
StudiCentro

During the 2015-2016 working year StudiCentro continued the path outlined in the Caserta Congress. This began with a national membership 
campaign, which took place completely online, and enhancing collaboration with other national student organisations and other public and 
private partners. At the national level StudiCentro conducted extensive research which resulted in the creation of a publication concerning 
the exodus of many students from the south of the country to the north of Italy and other countries. In the past year the organisation took 
on new leadership, with Virgilio Falco elected President and Giacomo Rossetto becoming the new National Coordinator. The year also saw 
StudiCentro members Francesco Sismondini elected General Secretary of EUPAS and Davide Marcantoni its Vice Chairman. Among the 
various recognitions obtained by StudiCentro, Axel Vignotto was elected General Secretary of the National Council of the Presidents of the 
Italian Student Councils.  During the year the Committee of Rome included Ciocci Carlos whilst Marta Romano represented the organisation 
at many events at the Ministry of Education.

Events included the examination in collaboration with the Hon. Gianpiero Zinzi of the issue of prison conditions, the organisation with board 
member Giovanni Marino of a memorial day in Palermo for the victims of the Mafia, and events organised with Giovanni di Benedetto and 
Francesco Madeo in cooperation with local youth fora. Finally, Fabrizio Anzolini, Francesco Castelli and Giuseppe Palmero created a strategy 
for developing relations with foreign youth organisations and Tommaso Madeo coordinated the activities of StudiCentro students elected to 
the boards of their university.

 FR-LDK Kosovo
Forumi i Rinisë i Lidhjes Demokratike të Kosovës

The past year was a new chapter in the political scene in Kosovo. For the first time in 16 years of participation in the elections, LDK, the 
mother party of FRLDK, became the ruling party, since after 2014 elections it had the second highest number of votes. LDK is now in a big 
coalition with PDK which by votes is the 1st political party in the country.  In February 2015 the Prime Minister appointed the FRLDK Chairman 
Mr Armend Ibrahimi as PM adviser for the youth sector.  On March 11 2016 FRLDK celebrated its 26th birthday with a number of activities 
and with more new members joining the family. 
FRLDK on the international level showed commitment towards its partner organisations by participating in international events around 
Europe, mainly focused on the partnership with EDS where we have the status of the full member. In September 2015 FRLDK in cooperation 
with Jarl Hjalmarsson Foundation organised a three day conference on Principles for a free society with youth from all over the country. In 
June 2015 FRLDK in cooperation with JHF organised another two day conference on Fighting Corruption and Empowering Economic De-
velopment with working groups consisting of members and youth from the entire Kosovo. In February FRLDK organised an academy for the 
centre-right policies together with the Junge Union and Konrad Adenauer Foundation.  During the previous year FRLDK organised elections 
in some of its branches where it was necessary and is now preparing for the internal elections. Apart from that we have had our regular 
Presidency meetings and meetings with the branches which resulted in a large numbers of activities, round tables, debates and discussions 
with the members, and local conferences on our 36 branches.  

 NCD Italy
Generazioni Di Studenti per il Nuovo Centrodestra

Over the course of 2016, GDS-NCD supported and campaigned for its members running in university elections, as well as the candidates of 
its mother party standing in the local elections of the most important Italian cities, including Rome, Turin and Milan. During the EDS Winter 
University of Berlin, GDS-NCD was elevated to a full member of the European Democrat Students, an pivotal achievement for an organisation 
as young as GDS-NCD.   
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 SDM Malta
Studenti Demokristjani Maltin

SDM held its Annual General Meeting in December, where Ian Zahra took over from Luke Muscat as President of SDM. Further, SDM 
contested two elections this year: the first was the Kunsill Studenti Junior College (KSJC) in November, where SDM garnered 57% of all 
block votes. The second ballot was the Kunsill Studenti MCAST (KSM) in December, with SDM obtaining 47% of the votes. However, the 
organisation did not manage to elect any candidates due to a change in the electoral process. This year, election of the Kunsill Studenti 
Universitarji Elections (KSU) was uncontested with all candidates on the SDM ticket being elected. Despite uncontested in this year’s elec-
tions, SDM shouldered its responsibility to represent all students at the University of Malta, and has chosen eleven candidates with different 
backgrounds and ideas – thus making sure that the ingoing KSU was formed by students from all walks of life, able to maintain a close and 
direct contact with all students around campus. SDM is informed that Sir. M. A. Refalo 6th Form in Gozo will set up a Students’ Council 
during the next academic year. Since 2014, SDM had held various meetings with the School Administration and the Minister for Education 
to discuss this matter as the 6th Form in Gozo was the only tertiary educational institution without a student body. Throughout the year, 
SDM conducted various Campaigns, ranging from philanthropic to recruiting campaigns. The first campaign was “Reaching New Heights” 
which was conducted at all four institutions where SDM is present, as a recruitment campaign during Freshers’ Week. A more philanthropic 
campaign was “Project 7000”, where SDM for the third consecutive year raised more than €7,000 for seven different institutions. Another 
campaign, “Draw the Line” focused on the problem of bullying, with SDM surveying students on the issue and priorities for change, in order 
to formulate a policy paper about bullying in schools. SDM was also actively involved with Maltese domestic affairs over the past year. SDM 
voiced its concern and disappointment when the Maltese Parliament approved a motion of transfer of properties to the Sadeen Group for 
use by the “American University of Malta” to be built on Outside Development Zone land. SDM is currently engaging with students through 
a consultation process on Emergency Contraception legislation. Throughout the year, SDM managed to obtain recognition for its work on 
campus. SDM was awarded Kokka Kollaborazzjoni by KSU, an award given to student organisations for collaborating between themselves. 
SDM was further active on an international level, attending amongst others the EDS Winter University in Berlin last February, and the Council 
Meeting held in London in April. Through a press release, SDM encouraged British students to vote Remain in the referendum.

 HS Norway
Høyres Studenter

The past year has been a great year for Høyres Studenter, focusing on growing the organisation and developing more conservative student 
policy. Høyre is still the governing party and Erna Solberg the Norwegian Prime Minister, allowing us to work alongside Høyre and shape 
policy for the government. In September 2015, there were local and regional elections, where HS participated with many candidates. The 
main focus for HS both during the 2015 election and for the rest of the working year has been promoting conservative values and viable 
student policies for and at universities across Norway. One of the biggest events of the last working year has been the Students at Risk tour, 
designed to promote the programme with university cities across the country, as well as internationally at the 2016 Winter University in 
Berlin. Høyres Studenter has greatly focused on its international work and will continue to do so in the upcoming working year as well. HS 
held its bi-annual congress in June, electing a new board and discussing new conservative policies to promote in the upcoming year. Two 
political programmes were agreed upon, one focusing on health policy and the other on industry and business policy. These programmes, 
together with other policy proposals conceived during the last working year, will continue into the next year, especially in consideration of the 
imminent Norwegian national elections in 2017.

 TLDM Moldova
Tineretul Liberal Democrat din Moldova (Liberal Democratic Youth of Moldova)

The beginning of the year was an excellent time to set new common goals and to strengthen the good cooperation we have had with our 
Romanian partners during the last years. On 16-18 January 2015, TLDM hosted the winter school „Youth political participation and decision: 
challenges for democratic practices in Romania and Moldova”. The event was attended by board members of the Liberal Democrat Youth 
of Moldova(TLDM) and the National Liberal Youth of Romania(TNL). During the event participants and lecturers debated topics of national 
and regional importance, such as the outcome of the recent elections in both countries, the military conflict in Ukraine and its effects on 
the security in the region, especially in the Transnistrian region. TLDM and TNL decided to create a common platform of exchange, policies 
and promoting initiatives for the benefit of both countries, in order to find the best solutions for improving youth participation and involving 
more youth in the decision-making process in the region. Later on, TLDM organised a  national forum for young elected local officials in July. 
The Forum took place right after the general local elections. During the event, participants and lecturers debated topics of national and local 
importance, such as challenges in the process of an efficient administration to detect the most important problems that the community is 
facing, prioritize them and solve them with the existing resources, or by attracting funds to finance their projects. Right after this event the 
Political Academy was held. The Political Academy focused on administrative issues, such as developing a Status for the administrative-ter-
ritorial units, Challenges for Local Public Administration of II-nd level. But at the same time it was imperative to focus on their ability to attract 
and efficiently absorb the funds needed for the improvement of the life in their communities and to inform them about possibilities to raise 
the funds for their local budget.
In November the TLDM Board attended a working dinner with David McAllister MEP, Vice President of the EPP, where we the relationship 
between Moldova and European Union has been discussed as well as the problems and the issues that Moldova have to resolve and how 
to promote the European idea in our country. On its European way of democratization and economic growth, Moldova is facing both internal 
and external obstacles. One of the Moldova’s main problems is the lack of trust in political elite and in the state system. Now, the country 
needs a new generation of politicians, with ingrained European principles and values, with energy and enthusiasm.

 JKL Lithuania
Jaunųjų konservatorių lyga (Young Conservatives’ League)

TThe past year was especially successful for JKL. Six new branches were found in six different cities of Lithuania, granting us the opportunity 
to spread our ideas even more widely. Furthermore, the popularity of our organisation has risen thanks to annual events such as the School 
of Citizenship and Summer Academy “Together for Lithuania”. The School of Citizenship is a three-month long event which focuses on sim-
ulations of most important governing bodies of Lithuania, that is municipal councils and the National Parliament. During the first stage of the 
project, participants in up to twenty cities are welcomed to enrol in online election simulations and committee workshops where they identify 
the most pressing problems in their region and search for viable solutions. The second stage of the event is a three-day simulation of the 
National Parliament of Lithuania which includes only the best participants of municipality simulations and focuses on problems experienced 
nationwide. The participants are guided by Members of the Parliament and other important public figures. The last Summer Academy focus-
es on youth education and measures aimed at fostering a modern society. Over the course of this event, spanning two days, members of JKL 
and our partnering organisations partook in a number of lectures and discussions on conservative ideology, the future of education, foreign 
affairs, and economy. Further, in order to spark greater interest among university students, JKL holds at least one lecture per month in the 
most popular and best ranking university in Lithuania - Vilnius University. The topics of these lectures include the philosophical methodology 
of famous conservative ideologists or conservative perspectives on the most important historical events of the past century. Recent lectures 
on conservatism were held, to name but a few, by Michael Oakeshott and Leo Strauss. 
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 CSL Romania
Cluburile Studentesti Liberale

Over the course of the past year, our organisation has undergone a process of re-organisation and consolidation following the merger of the 
two student organisations of the constituent mother parties which culminated in the creation of CSL Romania as the biggest centre-right stu-
dent voice in Romania. In September, during the Summer School of CSL and TNL, the General Assembly of the organisation took place, which 
saw the establishment of an interim board with the purpose to oversee the merging process, as well as to assure the proper functioning of 
the organisation. A major step in this process of unification goal was the ratification of the merger at the EDS Council Meeting in Yerevan in 
December 2015, which cemented CSL’s position within our European family.
The year 2016 began in full swing with preparations for the upcoming local elections, in which our organisation played the important role of 
being the voice of our mother party in all counties of the country and campaigning in order to achieve the best results.
In the local elections in June, our mother party achieved a score of 35%, a historic result and one we may be proud in stating that young 
members played a very important role in achieving.

 SAU Slovenia
Slovenian Academic Union

The Slovenian Academic Union began the academic year 2015/2016 with the election of a new leadership in July. Janez Olovec succeeded 
Marko Kmetič as the chairman of the Bureau of SAU. The newly elected Bureau had to focus on two major challenges. First, it sought to 
increase the involvement of first and second year students in student politics. Secondly, the new board had to prepare for the general student 
elections of the University of Ljubljana in October 2016. At the start of the academic year 2015/16, we maintained our numbers of seats in 
the Student Parliament and one seat in the presidency of student union. Building on these achievements, we continued our work at the stu-
dent department for university affairs and resumed projects devoted to ameliorating the quality of higher education, focusing in particular on 
round table discussions surrounding the anniversary of one decade after the full implementation of the Bologna reforms. We also continued 
our projects to improve the quality of PhD programmes at Slovenian Universities and the digitalisation of study material.
With the new Minister for Higher Education and Research assuming office at the start of May 2015, new circumstances for the Slovenian 
Academic Union emerged. Soon after this appointment, the government proposed new legislation on higher education. We were actively 
involved in a public debate surrounding this reform, submitting suggestions for the proposal of this new law. The proposal is now in the final 
stages of its parliamentary reading. The end of the academic year 2015/16 will be marked by student elections held in October 2016. Our aim 
is to strengthen our position in the Student Parliament and to attract further attention from a greater number of students.

 ODM Slovakia
Občiansko-demokratická mládeže (Civic Democratic Youth)

Over the course of the past year, ODM organised several events. In August of 2015 it held its traditional “Summer University”, where mem-
bers where granted the opportunity to learn about the politics and public sphere in Slovakia. Numerous guests from Slovakian politics and 
public life accepted invitations to address the congress. In the spring of 2015, the most anticipated event of ODM was a communication 
training, where professional lecturers taught members the importance of the public speaking and offered lessons on how to improve one’s 
skills in the discipline. The year 2016 is still unravelling for ODM, though it is has brought changes. In January, ODM launched an initiative 
designed to encourage voters to partake in the upcoming national elections. The initiative, which consisted of stickers with caricaturesque 
portrayals of leading politicians connected to cases of corruption and a smartphone-compatible video game, was a great success. ODM 
further participated in protests against the government in March and June, where members had an opportunity to speak and air ODM’s 
views on the situation. Thousands of people participated in these protests, rendering them a potent platform on which to present our ideas 
to the public and helping us in the recruitment new members. For 1st May’s Labour Day, a tradition intimately connected in Slovakia to the 
socialist regime, members of ODM dressed as pioneers (i.e. members of the former regime’s youth organisation) and marched through 
Bratislava holding banners designed to draw attention to the inhumane nature of the dictatorship. This year, ODM will also celebrate its 
25th anniversary, with many guests and alumni from the political sphere expected to join the festivities. In this context, the organisation will 
further evaluate the progress made during the last years and design, in accordance with these findings, conceive a new strategy for future. 
At present, there is reason to believe that public protests and campaigns seem to be a viable and adequate means by which young people 
interested in politics may express their ideas and send a message to the public.

 SMD Poland
Stowarzyszenie Młodzi Demokraci 

In the 2015-16 working year Stowarzyszenie “Młodzi Demokraci” took an active part in both parliamentary and presidential elections cam-
paigns in Poland. As a result SMD became the strongest young voice in opposition to the populist government of Law and Justice Party.
Their involvement helped polish students to form their postulates and share them widely throughout the country and Europe. SMD’s activities 
were focused on strengthening organizational structures and brining new members. In May, 2016 SMD had the pleasure to organize the 
largest manifestation in favour of the Euopean Union gathering more than 250 000 people in the capital city of Warsaw. It has been the 
biggest manifestation since its transformation in 1989.
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 USA Ukraine
Українська студентська спілка
Ukrainian Students’ Association

During 2015-2016 years USA launched several new projects:
From 18-23 August, USA’s Summer School took place on the topic of “Conscious Elections” with the support of HSS, KAS and the Viseg-
rad Fund. The aim of the Project was to acquaint young people with the modern features of the electoral process.  Later on in October a 
conference on “Conscious Elections. Empowering local communities in Ukraine” took place. Additionally, two seminars were held for young 
observers and candidates for local councils in the 2015 local election. This aimed to provide candidates for deputies and potential observers 
with the theoretical knowledge and practical skills necessary for them to succeed. These events were organised by HSS in Ukraine and in 
partnership with the NGO “Young Rukh”. In February 2016 USA organised a seminar on “Elections to the district councils - a crucial factor 
in the development of local self-government”. In April 2016 the organisation held its Spring School and on 6-9 June its Summer School on 
the topic “Standing Together!”. This topic was chosen due to the fact that under the current crisis circumstances in Ukraine it is essential 
for young people to stand together and to look for common ways to improve the political, economic and social situation. From June 2016, 
in cooperation with the NGO “Young Rukh”, USA started to implement a new project titled “Youth unites Ukraine!” This project is supported 
by the Federal Foreign Office, by decision of the German Bundestag, through the Representative Office of the Hanns Seidel Foundation in 
Ukraine. This project includes the organisation and conclusion from June to December 2016 of four regional events titled “The school of 
mutual understanding and youth leadership” and a general educational camp for the best participants from the Schools.  The main tasks 
of the project are uniting young people from the west, east, north, centre and south of Ukraine with common democratic values, creating 
mutual understanding, tolerance and leadership, and the search for truth, reconciliation, morality. Finally, on 11-14 July 2016 launched the 
Project “I Am a Civic Activist”.

 YRPA Armenia
Youth Organization of the Republican Party of Armenia

The past year was a very dynamic one. The Youth of the Republican Party of Armenia pursued its established as well as new initiatives.  Over the course 
of the year, YRPA welcomed more than 1,000 new members who joined the RPA after trainings on party work. YRPA was doing its’ best to achieve 
proportionate representation from the whole country by engaging more young people from the non-metropolitan regions. The initiative to establish 
a Youth Parliament for young politicians from three countries in the South Caucasus has been awarded a grant, the preparations for launching this 
platform are in full swing. From August 2015 to July 2016, a number of training courses were organised for young parliamentarians on the initiative of 
YRPA. The Young Republicans implemented a social programme for fifty socially disadvantaged students with excellent academic progress, involving 
amongst others the distribution of plastic cards which granted these students free access to Yerevan’s subway twice a day. In October, the Board of 
YRPA held a meeting welcoming nearly 140 delegates who represented the annual reports of their territorial branches. The meeting was titled “To-
wards Regions!” as a decision was made to place an emphasis on regional party work for the upcoming year. YRPA also held training courses on “Youth 
- Future Perspectives” in October for the young people of the Kotayk region who had lately become members of the party. A similar training took place 
for all the regional organisations of the party during this year. Likewise, an “Academy of Young Ambassadors” was held by initiative of the Committee on 
Foreign Relations of RPA’s Youth Organization in October. Speakers at this event included MPs, an assistant to the President of the Republic of Armenia, 
MFA representatives and PR specialists. Another important initiative pursued by YRPA was the signature of a Memorandum of co-operation with the 
NGO “Health Organisers’ Union” to promote healthy lifestyle with mutual efforts. YRPA actively participated at the events of its international partner 
organisations EDS, DEMYC and YEPP. This year saw the YRPA further pursuing a fruitful cooperation with the Konrad Adenauer Foundation within the 
framework of various programmes such as “German Parliamentarism”, “Political Challenges in Armenia - Constitutional reforms”, “Leadership Acade-
my”, “Summer School for Young Politicians of the South Caucasus”. “Political Communication - Hate Speech in the Media: its description, influence and 
consequences”, “Political challenges in Armenia - Constitutional reforms”. We also cooperated with the Robert Schuman Foundation on programmes 
for EaP countries. One of the highlights of this year was EDS Council Meeting in Yerevan. We did our best to warmly welcome EDS delegates. YRPA 
was actively engaged in the referendum campaign on Armenian Constitutional Reform, holding promoting the case for reform across all the regions 
of the country, in TV shows as well as on social media. YRPA held a number of information session on the constitutional reforms to raise awareness 
among young voters, highlighting the importance of changing the political system to a parliamentary republic with a strong multi-party system.

 YCGE United Kingdom
Young Conservative Group for Europe

Over the past year YCGE was focused on the campaign for a “Remain” vote in Britain’s EU Referendum on 23 June, organising a series of events 
throughout the country to promote the UK’s continued membership of the European Union and we were delighted to welcome SMD Poland to 
Oxford on 3-5 June to participate in the campaign. The Referendum result was of course deeply disappointing, with Britain voting to leave the 
European Union by the narrow majority of 52% to 48%. However, we remain committed to promoting the case for the UK’s continued friendship 
and cooperation with our European neighbours and YCGE will advocate strongly for this during the negotiations for Britain to leave the EU. We held 
a number of events at universities across the country and held a fringe event at the 2015 Conservative Party Conference during which we sought 
to promote the case for European cooperation amongst young members of the Conservative Party as well as to expand our membership in order 
to further these aims in the future. Our members also spoke as guest speakers at panel events of a number of university associations and attended 
events of other UK based pro-European organisations at which they argued for the benefits of the European Project and to raise the profile of its 
supporters within the Conservative Party.
In April 2016 we welcomed EDS to London for its fourth Council Meeting of the working year on the topic of “The Rise of Populism: Its cause and 
implications for the European Project”. Participants heard from a range of politicians, academics and experts who were able to share an insight into 
the key themes of British politics today as well as to share an understanding of some of the debates that are currently taking place in the UK. We 
were also very pleased to see many participants use their free time outside the event to campaign for Remain ahead of the EU Referendum. On an 
international level, YCGE reaffirmed its committed membership of NKSU and EDS. This was particularly highlighted at the EDS Summer University 
in Malta 2015, where YCGE Chair Alexander O’Brien was elected Vice-Chair of EDS and YCGE Vice-Chair Henrique Laitenberger was appointed Edi-
tor-in-Chief of BullsEye. Other notable international commitments included a visit by YCGE Vice-Chair Henrique Laitenberger to the 80th Anniversary 
Celebrations of FMS Studentföreningen, the Stockholm chapter of FMSF Sweden, in November 2015. Particularly in consideration of the outcome 
of the EU Referendum, YCGE is more committed than ever to intensify ties and foster dialogue between the youth of the UK Conservative Party and 
our centre-right allies in Europe.

 FMSF Sweden
Fria Moderata Studentförbundet

FMSF has, under the leadership of Alexandra Ivanov and succeeded by current chairman Hugo Selling, experienced a continuous positive 
incline in active members and activities the past year and increased outreach in media. The political year was characterised of the dissolution 
of the December agreement – an official deal between the centre-left government and the centre-right opposition – in October and of 
increased political awareness. FMSF has been a voice for an active, ideological, centre-right opposition being a strong alternative for govern-
ment. FMSF has had several local campaigns, and successfully participated in local student elections. Six national conferences have been 
arranged, e.g. on internet freedom and on Russia and the potential new cold war. Höstgimo, a traditional weekend conference on ideology 
and policy, was reintroduced as well as a new elite academy. FMSF released reports on the free society and its threats and on the new 
(shared) economy – the latter during participation in the political week “Almedalen”. We took part in the free market roadshow, which this 
year focused on taxation and the future of Europe. Our annual visit to the European Parliament was on the invitation of MEP Christofer Fjellner. 
Besides meeting with MEPs, we visited lobby organisations and political advocacy groups. Our international work, led by our international 
secretary Olivia Andersson, has been an integral part of our organisation and of promoting liberty and fundamental human rights in Europe and 
beyond. Particular focus has been on EDS and we have enjoyed several visits from international guests and further exchanges in our network.
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 LFSA Lebanon
Lebanese Forces Students Association 

The last year saw the launch of a national anti-drug campaign by the LFSA, accompanied by flash mobs at universities, as well as television 
ads created and directed by members of the LFSA. The success of the campaign led to its adoption by the mother party and the drafting of 
a new anti-drug law in collaboration with the major NGOs that work on the issue in Lebanon. LFSA also held celebrations on the occasion of 
the Day of the Republic at its party’s headquarters last year, a festivity attended by around 4,000 students to show solidarity to the republic 
and its institutions. LFSA further managed to win the majority of student councils at universities where student elections were held in 2015. 
LFSA concluded the year 2015 with a Christmas dinner held at Forum De Beirut which was attended by more than 5,000 people. During the 
current working year, LFSA held its annual “Students Day” at its mother party’s headquarters in Maarab with around 4,500 students from 
across Lebanon. LFSA further organised protests and sit-ins against the release of former Minister Michel Samaha who was arrested in 2013 
for carrying bombs across the Lebanese/Syrian border in cooperation with the Assad regime with the aim of committing terrorist acts on 
Lebanese territory.  LFSA also held a mass in memory of the martyrs at Saydet al Najat in Zouk earlier this year, as well as a rally in solidarity 
in front of the Belgian Embassy in Beirut after the Brussels attacks. In mid-June 2016, LFSA organised its first General Conference which 
gathered 125 elected representatives from different departments and members of the bureau. Twenty-five guests and key party officials 
were also present. The Congress voted amongst others on political recommendations for the mother party, as well as the adoption of a 
resolution on education as a social cause for the association to work on after a vote. The year was concluded with an annual party hosted 
by the American Department within the LFSA, an event attended by around 1,500 students. Throughout the year, LFSA further collaborated 
with other Lebanese student organizations on various issues, organising amongst others joint sit-ins and solidarity rallies. 

 RMKDM Romania
Romániai Magyar Kereszténydemokrata Mozgalom Ifjúsági Szervezet
Hungarian Christian Democratic Movement from Romania Youth (HCDM)

Throughout the year, HCDM organised a series of cultural, political, sports and other events for and with its members. On the sporting front, 
this included amongst others the organisation of a day on ice in January 2015, where roughly a hundred children were offered free ice-skating 
lessons and the opportunity to demonstrate their skills in different trials, before more senior members could partake in ice-dancing and other 
competitions in the evening. In total, the event counted 600 participants. HCDM further organised bike tours through Covasna county to 
which visits of churches, castles and manors were linked, as well as a summer retreat where participants were requested to hand over their 
electronic devices to highlight the expendability of these gadgets to their daily lives. The summer camp further involved hikes, an illuminating 
panel discussion with a drug addict and an open-mic night. Cultural events formed the second area of focus for HCDM. This included a work-
shop on hippie culture in Transylvania and one on street art. On both occasions, participants were encouraged to engage with lesser known or 
prominent elements of their home region. Beyond these social activities however, HCDM organised a series of political meetings. Foremost 
among them was HCDM’s 25th Congress in Brasov in March 2015. With 500 delegates present, the Congress saw the re-election of the 
Executive Board and visits from several leading personalities from Brasov and the wider region. EPP President Joseph Daul contributed to the 
event with a letter and a video message of support, thanking the organisation for its great cooperation with the EPP and wishing HCDM the 
best of luck in its future endeavours. On an international level, HCDM sought to solidify its links with EDS and the EPP family. Delegates of 
the organisation attended various Council Meetings and Conferences of EDS, whilst likewise participating at the EPP Study Visit in Brussels 
in September 2015, as well as the EPP Congress in Madrid in October of the same year.

 YDC Russia
Youth Democratic Choice

In June 2015, Youth Democratic Choice conducted its elections to the board which saw Yaroslav Kolobkov returned as Chair. Andrew Urenev 
and Alexander Genkin were elected Vice Chairs of YFD. Over the past year, we organised a series of public events. This included a protest 
against the installation of a monument to Dzerzhinsky on Lubyanka on 21 August, the Day of the Russian State Flag. In September, Youth 
Democratic Choice partook in a rally in opposition to the war in Ukraine. We also publicly opposed a number of initiatives of the State Duma, 
including in particular the no-fly initiatives against a number of countries and the possible introduction of exit visas. In February 2016, YFD 
helped with the organisation of a march in memory of Boris Nemtsov who was assassinated the year prior. In the aftermath of the terrorist 
attacks in France, we came together for a public commemoration the victims and laid down flowers in their honour. Our new Deputy Chair 
Daria Petrova has further taken an active part in protecting the ecology of the parks and the city of Moscow together with the residents of 
the capital. Another important focal point of activities was the organisation of public meetings and debates on topics such as whether the 
Russian opposition should participate in elections. Our organisation took the stance that only a peaceful march through the institutions and 
change in government could secure a lasting amelioration of the country’s situation, rendering participation in elections essential. Another 
important debate organised by YFD centred on the question of import substitution in Russia, during which we stressed the need for a return 
to normalised relations with Europe in order to ensure a lifting of the sanctions. We further co-ordinated a roundtable for young people that 
brought together a wide range of different youth organisations. As of February 2016, we are actively preparing for the elections to the State 
Duma, ready to support our candidates in their campaigns and engage in observational missions. In June 2016, YFD held its annual elections 
to the executive board. Yaroslav Kolobkov and Alexander Genkin were confirmed in their respective offices, with Genkin equally appointed as 
International Secretary of the Youth Democratic Choice. Daria Petrova was elected as second Vice-Chair.

 Fidelitas Hungary
Fidelitas

2015 was a very prosperous year for Fidelitas. Since last March, we have established 21 new local groups and saw a surge in membership 
by 417. Since the beginning of 2016, Fidelitas has hosted seven regional conferences and three national conferences, excluding our annual 
Summer Academy at the beginning of July. Additionally, 110 events with 127 speakers were organised across the country. Fidelitas further 
organised 30 fundraising events during which we collected 2,4 million Forints (approximately 7620 Euros) for the catering of Hungarian 
schools in Transcarpathia, Ukraine. This is a colossal amount considering that the average annual budget of a Hungarian town amounts to 
roughly five million Forints. Our new campaign is against cruelty to animals. 
On the international level, our delegates have participated at seventeen events with EDS, YEPP, and DEMYC, with our former international 
secretary, Csaba Faragó, being elected Vice-President of YEPP in May. Fidelitas furthermore organised the Visegrád 4+ International Youth 
Conference which was held in Cluj-Napoca, Romania, for the second time and saw an attendance of more than 100 participants from 
eight countries. We regularly frequent to festivals to meet young people and encourage them to become involved in politics, since it is still 
forbidden for political youth organisations to recruit new members on university campuses. We at Fidelitas always have thought it extremely 
important that young people are aware of their country’s history and have consequently launched a series of history competitions for high 
school students. To get them involved in our organisation, we further invited groups of pupils for an “Orientation Weekend”, where they could 
listen to professionals from the most popular fields of work, talk to university professors and even consult a psychologist to check whether 
they are fit for the job of their dreams. This was a pilot project in May 2016 that proved to be successful. 
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 MK Czech Republic
Mladí konzervativci, z.s. (Mladi konzervativci Czech Republic)

During the past year, we organised many events on a wide array of topics affecting the Czech Republic, the European Union, the Visegrad 
Group and beyond. In February, MK elected a new board of the MK with new people and new ideas, how to promote our values and priorities 
in European and Czech society. Throughout the year we closely cooperated with our only MEP in EPP and MK alumnus, Jiri Pospisil, and other 
MPs and MEPs from the ODS party. When we were present at the EDS Winter University in Berlin, we actively cooperated and contributed 
to its activities. With no elections held over the past year, MK was able to place greater emphasis on policy and organisational priorities. 
As a result of a Policy Summit held in November 2015, we adopted a document titled “Priorities for Youth’s Future” which outlined five 
programmatic priorities for MK to dedicate itself to over the course of the upcoming years: the promotion of an active civic society, the rule 
of law and stability, an increased competitiveness of Czech economy, a future without sovereign debt, and a secured homeland. Concretely, 
these commitments involved: the creation of political foundations akin to those existing in Germany and the recognition of communist crimes 
committed during the Czechoslovak era. Further, the encouragement of restraint in legislation along with rationalised parliamentarianism 
through strengthening governmental authority of government and support of eGovernment. We also called for a liberalisation of the labour 
market, closer co-operation between academic and business sectors, as well as an increase in investment in R&D, education and tuition fees. 
We likewise stressed the need for the incorporation of national debt ceilings into the constitution, the privatisation of non-strategic state-
owned companies and a reform of the national pension system. Lastly, a vital priority for MK is strengthening military cooperation within and 
between the NATO, EU and Visegrad Group. This includes on a domestic level increasing military expenditure over 2 per cent of Czech GDP 
and defence education at schools.

 NNGG Spain
Nuevas Generaciones del Partido Popular

Nuevas Generaciones has a wide experience in organising training activities for its members, counting on the expertise and knowledge of 
its members who are part of the national, regional and local structures. Events are constantly organised at all levels as a core element in 
achieving the organisation’s goals, such as debates and political events with a broad range of guests, including well-known politicians and 
professionals from different sectors, who offer participants the chance to gain an insight into their experience and personal opinions on key 
topics relevant to current society and especially young people.  Since we consider it crucial to have a holistic approach to each of the topics 
of every event, when organising political events NNGG invites professionals with different political beliefs in order to help the audience better 
understand our heterogeneous society. NNGG considers training as a crucial factor in the professional development of its members and as 
a result all kinds of training courses and seminars are organised throughout the country according to the needs of the target audience and 
the current issues at a given time. NNGG keeps in touch with new developments in society, and in particular appreciates the power of ICT 
and social media, and consequently has incorporated the audio-visual format into our language, allowing NNGG to be constantly involved in 
what happens online, anywhere and at any time. 
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Council PWGs Council PWGs Council PWGs Council PWGs Council PWGs Overall

YRPA	Armenia Present Present Present Present Present Present Present Present Present Present 100% Absent Absent YRPA	Armenia
AG	Austria Present Present Present Present Present Present Present Present Present Present 100% Present Absent AG	Austria
YF	Belarus Present Present Absent Absent Absent Absent Absent Absent Absent Absent 20% Absent Absent YF	Belarus
CDS	Belgium Absent Absent Absent Absent Absent Absent Present Absent Absent Absent 10% Absent Absent CDS	Belgium
EDH	Belgium Present Present Present Absent Absent Absent Present Present Present Absent 60% Present Absent EDH	Belgium
FISS	Bulgaria Present Absent Absent Absent Absent Absent Present Present Present Present 50% Present Absent FISS	Bulgaria
MGERB	Bulgaria Present Present Absent Absent Present Present Present Present Present Present 80% Absent Absent MGERB	Bulgaria
SO	HSS	Croatia Present Absent Absent Absent Present Present Present Present Present Absent 60% Present Absent SO	HSS	Croatia
FPK	Protoporia	Cyprus Present Present Present Present Present Present Present Absent Present Present 90% Present Absent FPK	Protoporia	Cyprus
MK	Czech	Republic Absent Absent Present Present Absent Absent Present Present Absent Absent 40% Absent Absent MK	Czech	Republic
KS	Denmark Present Present Present Present Present Absent Present Present Present Present 90% Present Absent KS	Denmark
IRLY	Estonia Absent Absent Absent Absent Absent Absent Present Present Absent Absent 20% Absent Absent IRLY	Estonia
TK	Finland Present Present Absent Absent Present Present Present Present Present Present 80% Present Absent TK	Finland
UNI-MET	France Present Absent Absent Absent Absent Absent Absent Absent Absent Absent 10% Absent Absent UNI-MET	France
YFU	of	VMRO-DPMNE Present Present Present Present Present Present Present Absent Present Present 90% Present Absent YFU	of	VMRO-DPMNE
UYNM	Georgia Present Present Absent Absent Present Present Absent Absent Absent Absent 40% Absent Absent UYNM	Georgia
YSO	Graali Present Present Present Present Present Present Present Present Absent Absent 80% Absent Absent YSO	Graali
RCDS	Germany Present Present Present Present Present Present Present Present Present Present 100% Absent Present RCDS	Germany
DAP-NDFK	Greece Present Present Present Absent Present Absent Present Present Present Absent 70% Absent Absent DAP-NDFK	Greece
Fidelitas	Hungary Present Present Present Present Absent Absent Present Present Present Absent 70% Present Present Fidelitas	Hungary
Fidesz	Youth	Hungary Absent Absent Absent Absent Absent Absent Absent Absent Absent Absent 0% Absent Absent Fidesz	Youth	Hungary
SC	Italy Present Present Present Present Present Absent Present Present Present Present 90% Absent Absent SC	Italy
NCD	Italy Present Present Absent Absent Present Present Present Present Present Present 80% Absent Absent NCD	Italy
FR-LDK	Kosovo Present Present Present Absent Present Absent Present Absent Present Absent 60% Absent Absent FR-LDK	Kosovo
LFSA	Lebanon Present Absent Present Present Present Present Present Absent Present Absent 70% Absent Absent LFSA	Lebanon
JKL	Lithuania Present Absent Absent Absent Absent Absent Absent Absent Present Present 30% Absent Absent JKL	Lithuania
SDM	Malta Present Absent Absent Absent Absent Absent Present Present Present Present 50% Absent Absent SDM	Malta
TLDM	Moldova Present Present Absent Absent Absent Absent Present Present Present Present 60% Absent Absent TLDM	Moldova
HS	Norway Present Present Present Present Present Absent Present Present Present Present 90% Absent Present HS	Norway
SMD	Poland Present Present Present Present Present Present Present Present Present Present 100% Absent Present SMD	Poland
RMKDM	Romania Present Present Present Present Present Present Present Present Present Present 100% Absent Absent RMKDM	Romania
TDL	Romania Present Present Present Absent Present Present - - - - - - - TDL	Romania
CSL	Romania Present Present Present Present Present Present Present Present Present Present 100% Absent Absent CSL	Romania
YDC	Russia Present Absent Absent Absent Absent Absent Present Present Absent Absent 20% Absent Absent YDC	Russia
ODM	Slovakia Present Present Present Present Present Present Present Present Present Present 100% Absent Absent ODM	Slovakia
SAU	Slovenia Present Absent Absent Absent Absent Absent Present Present Present Absent 40% Present Absent SAU	Slovenia
NN.GG	Spain Present Present Present Absent Present Absent Absent Absent Present Absent 50% Absent Absent NN.GG	Spain
FMSF	Sweden Present Present Present Present Present Present Present Present Present Present 100% Absent Present FMSF	Sweden
USA	Ukraine Present Present Present Absent Present Present Present Present Absent Absent 70% Absent Absent USA	Ukraine
YCEG	United	Kingdom Present Present Present Absent Present Present Present Present Present Present 90% Absent Absent YCEG	United	Kingdom
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The year 2016 marks the 55th anniversary of the European Democrat Students (EDS), the largest student association of 
the centre-right and the offi  cial student organisation of the European People’s Party, the political family that has shaped 
Europe. Presently, EDS unites 45 member organisations from across Europe and its neighbourhood.
 
EDS is a fi rm advocate for entrepreneurship, e-learning, student mobility, and raises its voice on any issues aff ecting 
Higher Education. Moreover, during its Council Meetings, EDS develops policies on Human Rights and European aff airs 
which are subsequently promoted with the EPP and other policy-making stakeholders. EDS is committed to building 
strong and mutually benefi cial relations with the Eastern Partnership countries.
 
EDS is a full member of the European Youth Forum and the Robert Schuman Institute and enjoys a participatory status 
on the Council of Europe dating back to the early days of the organisation. EDS has a central offi  ce in Brussels and the 
leadership of the association is provided by the Executive Bureau, consisting of the Chair, the Secretary-General and 
eight Vice-Chairs.
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European Democrat Students is full member of the European Youth Forum(EYF), which consists of 99 National Youth 
Councils and Non-Governmental Organisations. Also political youth organisations, respectively; Youth of the Euro-
peans People´s Party (YEPP), Democrat Youth Community of Europe (DEMYC), EDS, Liberals European Movement 
of Youth Cooperation (LEMYC), the Greens, ISYO, European Cooperation of Socialist Youth (ECOSY) and the Young 
Federalists (JEF) are member of the EYF. EDS has been actively involved in all activities throughout the working year, 
and has had a great cooperation with the center-right organizations DEMYC and YEPP. This work led to the election 
of former Greek EDS delegate Vasia Alexandri into the board of EYF, ensuring that center-right opinions are well heard.
EDS has enhanced the relationship with YEPP, and has attended YEPP council meetings and has invited YEPP guests 
to our council meetings. In the EPP working group 1, that is working on the EPP electoral manifesto, EDS has worked 
with them to ensure the youth and student voice are well represented. We also expressed our ideas and visions for 
the future of Europe in a Youth Manifesto which EDS and YEPP organizations jointly presented ahead of the European 
elections. The European Elections were an important opportunity for EDS to form the future development of Europe by 
actively participating in writing of EPP electoral program. 
As a member of the Robert Schuman Institute EDS took part in many RSI events and activities during the whole year. 
EDS was present at the Annual Meeting of RSI and was invited at several occasions to give expert lectures at RSI 
Study Missions.
EDS is proud of its participatory status at the Council of Europe (CoE), dating back to the early days of our organi-
sation. Members of the executive bureau were actively involved in CoE events and EDS also nominated a Vice-Chair 
candidate for Education and Culture Committee of CoE’s INGO Conference. 

ISSN 2034-3396

European
Students

Democrat
Annualreport

2013-2014

An
nu

al
 re

po
rt

 2
01

2-
20

13

www.facebook.com/EuropeanDemocratStudents@EurDemStu

printed version online www.edsnet.eu

European Democrat Students (EDS) is a pan-European centre-right 
student and youth political association representing over 1 600 000 
students in 42 member organisations from 35 countries in Europe. 
It advocates a free, democratic and united Europe through greater 
student mobility and comprehensive education policies across the 
continent.

Founded in 1961, EDS is one of the oldest and biggest youth or-
ganisations in Europe. The three pillars of EDS originally stood for 
Conservatism, Liberalism and Christian-Democracy. Today, EDS has 
grown into a large family which has an outlook that is varied, rich and 
unique, represented by the name ‘Democrat’: Here, student organ-
isations, political youth organisations as well as center-right NGOs 
come together to shape modern centre-right policies for Europe.
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